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ISSUE 2-5          22nd June, 2012 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2012 
Through the Mercy tradition we support, acknowledge and strive for personal excellence and achievement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Last Sunday’s gospel passage is amongst my favourite 
parables in the Christian Scriptures.  It describes the 
hope and challenges of the Kingdom of God. 
 
He also said, ‘With what can we compare the Kingdom 
of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a 
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 
Mark 4: 30-32 
 
Appropriately this week, the College hosted an initial 
meeting of Catholic secondary schools in Western 
Victoria who are interested in setting up a regional 
Seeds of Justice event for students.  Seeds of Justice 
events have been running twice a year since 2002 in 
Melbourne and provide a small number of students in 
Victorian Mercy schools with the opportunity to explore 
the Mercy charism, become better informed about 
contemporary issues in social justice and network with 
like-minded peers.  It is a forum that indeed nourishes 
the seed of justice and compassion in our students, so 
that they can become articulate and passionate 
advocates for those who are in need.  Much like the 
tiny mustard seed becomes a large and resilient tree! 
 
Supporting the Holistic Education offered at 
Mercy Regional College 
Over the last few days, I have spoken with a number 
of year levels on what it means to be a student at 
Mercy Regional College and the expectations that we 
have regarding students’ commitment to the broader 
educational program offered here.  Naturally, when 
students are asked to reflect on what they need to do 

as students, their first suggestions centre on class 
attendance, the completion of class work in a timely 
and satisfactory fashion and maintaining an 
appropriate standard of behavior. However, my 
concerns were directed at lack of support from some 
students for College programs that occur in addition to 
the formal offerings in class. 
 
Amongst the first principles that I always highlight to 
prospective students, parents and staff who are 
contemplating a move to Mercy is that we value a 
holistic education. One where the academic side of 
school is emphasized but alongside other priorities 
such as prayer and Religious Education, Pastoral Care, 
sport and Physical Education, and psychological and 
emotional wellbeing. Therefore, I have been 
disappointed and frustrated by increasing numbers of 
students (predominantly at Years 10 & 11 but at other 
year levels also) who have chosen not to attend 
activities, issues days, camps and retreats that have 
been organized for them. These programs take the 
place of scheduled classes and the decision to run 
them is not taken lightly; the College Leadership Team 
carefully considers each initiative and what it will bring 
to the broader educational outcomes for the students. 
 
I seek the support of the parents and guardians of all 
students in this endeavour. We ask that you take the 
time to read the letters sent home with students 
detailing the outcomes and goals of each activity or 
program and reinforce to your sons and daughters 
where these sit in the scheme of a holistic education.  
Days set aside for camps, retreats, issues days or the 
like should not be an opportunity for students to do 
additional part-time work, study or undertake other 
appointments. 
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End of Term 
I congratulate all students, staff and members of the 
College community on successfully reaching the end of 
a long second term and remind parents that the last 
day of term is this Friday 29th June.  School will 
conclude at 2.10 pm.  Third term begins on Monday 
16th July. 
 
Staffing Changes 
As has been mentioned previously, the College is 
experiencing a baby boom amongst its female staff 
with Mrs Berni Sinnott, Mrs Kellie Wilson, Mrs Melanie 
Bourchier and Mrs Sarah Gellie already on or about to 
take maternity leave. I have pleasure in welcoming the 
following teachers to the Mercy Regional College 
community: 
Mrs Melissa Wood Teaching Year 10 and VCAL 

Mathematics and Year 10 
Science 

Mrs Melissa Brisbane Teaching Year 7 SOSE, 
English, Religious Education 
and Homeroom 

Mrs Chamon Vogels Teaching Year 8 English and 
VCAL Literacy 

Mrs Tania Bruckner Teaching Food Technology, 
SOSE and English 

 
Social Justice Scarves 
Congratulations to the students who have been 
meeting regularly throughout first semester as part of 
the College social justice group.  One of their key 
projects for the year has come to fruition with the 
arrival of 100 scarves from Peru.  These scarves are 
made by women in small Peruvian villages in 
businesses sponsored by Australian Sisters of Mercy, 
with the money earned by the women providing an 
important way of raising their living standards and 
supporting their children in further education.  The 
scarves are available for sale for $18 and may be worn 
as part of the College’s winter uniform. 
 
Mercy Dinner 
In recent newsletters and through the website and 
SIMON, the College’s annual Mercy Dinner has been 
advertised.  It will be held on Friday 27th July at the 
Noorat Community Centre. The Mercy Dinner is a great 
opportunity for the broader College community – 
parents, friends and staff – to come together and 
celebrate the fantastic place that Mercy Regional 
College is. I encourage members of the College 
community to put together a table for the night and 
join us for a night of good food, great talk and 
engaging music. 
 
Student Activities 
Over the last two weeks, there has been a number of 
activities for year levels, these include: 

 The Year 12 Energizer Day held last Friday at 
Port Campbell.  According to all, it was a very 
good day and one that extended into the 
evening as many students and parents 

gathered at the Noorat Community Centre for 
the Footy Colours night.  Mr Castles will report 
on both activities in our next newsletter. 

 Year 10 students spent last Friday 
contemplating their imminent progression into 
the world of driving with a day dedicated to 
the important issue of road safety. 

 Congratulations to all students who are 
undertaking or have just completed end of 
semester assessments and examinations. They 
constitute a fundamental part of the learning 
and teaching program for all year levels and 
serve as an important summative assessment 
tool for teachers, a chance for students to 
demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of material covered across the 
semester and the opportunity for students to 
develop proficiency in sitting and excelling 
under exam conditions. All teachers are busy 
with the corrections associated with these and 
the preparation of end of semester reports. 

 Well done to the large group of Mercy 
students whose performances in the HSSSD 
Crosscountry earned them a spot in the 
Barwon South-West Crosscountry in Colac on 
Thursday.  The weather on the day certainly 
showed why crosscountry is a winter sport. 

 At the same time as the crosscountry, the Unit 
3 Outdoor Education students were completing 
their winter camp in the Grampians. 

 Next Monday, the next stage of the College’s 
review of Emergency Management occurs with 
a trial evacuation to be held at the O’Keeffe 
Campus. 

 
 
Yours in Mercy, 
 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning 
Mr. Chris Grant 
 
Exams have now concluded for all students, for 
Semester 1. Results will be published in either the 
Parent Access Module (PAM), your childs End of 
Semester Report, or both. End of Semester Reports 
will be posted out by Friday 29th June, which you 
should begin receiving from Monday 2nd July. 
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Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Tips For Students: 
We have just finished our first round of exams for the 
year. For some students these exams were their first 
they sat at Mercy and for others it was their 2nd last 
set of exams. However no matter which end of the 
spectrum students are in, preparation and study is 
basically the same, only the content is different. 
 
All students need support with not only completing 
homework but also being prepared for study. Each 
student has a different routine be it arriving at home 
and getting homework completed so that other family 
activates can be enjoyed. However some students 
need a break from school before returning to your 
homework / study. Students will soon work out which 
of these and or is there another way they can 
complete what is expected of them. Students should 
set up a routine that works for them, however leaving 
all homework to the last minute is NOT a good routine 
to get into, this is when pressure builds up and you 
then become stressed. 
 
Have a place for your homework to be done, you don't 
have to be in your room but it may cut down on 
distractions. However if in your bedroom then you 
need to make certain that you do not use your 
iPad/Laptop and or stand-alone computer unless it is 
absolutely necessary. The working area does need to 
be quiet and conducive to you working as best as you 
can. Do not waste time looking for a pair of scissors or 
that history book or pens etc. Check that you have 
what you need before you start....this saves time 
looking and disrupting your homework / study. Plan 
your work, write your homework/study in your diary or 
iPad, whatever is the best for you but make certain 
you take it home with you. Set your goals so that you 
are not caught trying to catch up, you are given the 
task and you know it is due in two weeks then by 
doing a little each night you will be finished on time. 
 
The same can be said for preparing for an exam/test 
trying to study all of it on the night prior to the exam 
is a waste of time. Spread your study out and then you 
also have time for revision as well. Starting early is a 
good habit to get into. Leave it too late then you are 
not achieving as much as you could, give yourself the 
chance to be the best you can be. 
 
Congratulations: 
Thankyou to the Year 9 students, with the support of 
their parents have already secured Work Experience 
for 2013. Year 9 Mercy students will be seen in 
Melbourne, Ballarat, Warrnambool, Terang, 
Camperdown, Cobden and Geelong etc. There are 
some students who need to work at securing a 
position in Term 3. Next term the students in Year 9 
will apply for their tax file numbers. 
 
 

Careers: 
A great number of tertiary institutions are now having 
their Open Days. Check out the careers site on our 
home page. You can never be too early to check out 
different Uni’s or TAFE. All Year 10, 11 and 12 
students have been emailed the list of upcoming 
events that they maybe interested in. 
 
 
Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Jo Saunders 
 
Year 8 Social Justice Retreat Day 
Thursday 7th June the Year 8 students enjoyed a 
wonderful Retreat Day at the Noorat Community 
Centre. The theme of the day was Social Justice and 
was led by the Year 8 RE Faculty; Mr. Tony Wynd, 
Mrs. Melanie Bourchier and Mrs. Jo-Anne Saunders. Fr. 
Matthew Thomas helped to facilitate the day creating 
activities and circumstances that would challenge the 
students on a number of levels. Firstly, the students 
were divided into the “haves” and “have nots”; 
representing those who are below the poverty line in 
many countries around the world and those fortunate 
enough to have choices in life. 
 

 
 
The ‘haves’ were fortunate enough to get play 
equipment during the breaks and chairs to sit on 
during the sessions. They were also fortunate enough 
to share in a BBQ lunch which included more than one 
helping! The ‘have nots’ were certainly less fortunate 
having no sports equipment at their disposal, no 
chairs, no special treats and a simple cup of boiled rice 
for lunch. 
 
We were very fortunate to have our lunch prepared by 
representatives from two local Parish groups including 
the Terang St Vincent De Paul conference and the 
Camperdown CWL ladies. They cooked and served 
lunch to the staff and students and Mercy College is 
very proud of this connection with the community and 
grateful for their time and efforts on the day. We 
would also like to thank Mrs. Annette Price for her 
wonderful cup-cakes at morning tea time! 
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The sessions throughout the day varied greatly; 
beginning with Fr. Matthew sharing his experiences in 
the highlands of Papua New Guinea; followed by a 
focus on the millennium goals and in particular goal 
number four concerning child mortality rates. The 
students learned of the risks and fortunes connected 
with turning five in a third world country and 
celebrated this fact with a large number ‘5’ cake 
consisting of over 90 iced cupcakes. 
 

 
 
Mr. Tony Wynd and Mrs. Melanie Bourchier also 
engaged and challenged the students with an 
insightful session highlighting the in-justice of child 
labour and how this affects millions of children around 
the world. 
 
The day ended with a guided reflection, contemporary 
music and some group activities; all to help reflect 
upon valuable lessons learned about Social Justice and 
our need to be more involved and be a voice for 
change. 
 
St. Vinnies Volunteers visit O’Keeffe 
On Thursday 20th June, our Year 7 students were 
treated to a special visit from 11 St Vinnies Volunteers 
from around the South West Region. These volunteers 
were invited to speak to the Year 7 students regarding 
their choice to give time to the valuable community 
support network that Vinnies provides and the many 
facets of their involvement in such a worthy cause. 
The students gathered into small groups and had 
interesting conversations with the Vinnies volunteers 
who included members of the Terang, Camperdown, 
Mortlake, Cobden and Colac conferences. Regional 
President, Jim O’Shae also joined in the activities 
which broadened the students’ knowledge of the St 
Vincent De Paul society and its members. 
 
Some of the students were surprised to hear of the 
different ways in which Vinnies volunteers help those 
who are needy including financial advice, bereavement 
support, counselling, hospital visits, food vouchers, 
transportation and of course, the all-important – 
conversation, greeting and meeting everyone equally 
no matter what their personal circumstances. Students 
asked questions about how long the visitors had been 
conference members and what they believed to have 
gained personally from being part of the organisation. 

The Year 7 students were also interested to hear 
about the challenges faced by Vinnies volunteers and 
the amount of hours per week they generally commit 
to helping out. Many of the Vinnies volunteers were 
related to, or acquainted with, the students at the 
O’Keeffe Campus, this encouraged familiarity and 
bonds between visitors and students alike. 
 
Students in Year 7 have been working through the 
‘Awakenings’ Religious Education Unit entitled “How 
do we make a difference?” Within this unit, they 
focus on the ‘Reign of God’ in our world and have 
been introduced to the works of Catherine McAuley 
and the Sisters of Mercy. They have compared these 
works of mercy with the Gospel stories of mercy, 
inclusiveness and kindness and identifying these 
Gospel values within their own community and in the 
enthusiastic volunteers from St Vincent De Paul 
Society. 
 
Some students had the opportunity to follow this 
special visit with a written response on their iPads that 
have been emailed directly as feedback to the St 
Vincent De Paul Regional Council. Year 7 students, 
Homeroom teachers and RE faculty would like to thank 
the Vinnies Volunteers for their time and for sharing 
the way they continue to live out the Reign of God in 
our local and wider community. As a truly Regional 
College, Mercy is glad to have the privilege of 
engaging with Vinnies members from across our 
Diocese. 
 
Participating volunteers were: 
Maureen Larkins – Camperdown 
Kate Daffy – Cobden 
Br Bernie Adams – Colac 
Ian Murray – Mortlake 
Bill Bourke – Terang 
Mick Lee – Terang 
Helen Meade – Terang 
Elaine Hammond – Terang 
Cath Glennen – Terang 
Mick Glennen – Terang 
Jim O’Shae – Regional President 
 

 
Mick Glennen and Jim O’Shae (Regional President) of 
St Vinnies with students. 
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Cath Glennen and Ian Murray with students. 
 

 
Mick Glennen has been a volunteer for St Vinnies for 
almost 70 years. 
 

 
Students in groups listening to the volunteers. 
 
Special Guest Author - Sue Lawson @ O’Keeffe  
On 8th June, Colac author Sue Lawson visited Mercy 
Regional College. Sue has recently completed a novel, 
“Forget me not” about a fictitious family aboard the 
Titanic. As we now recognise the 100th anniversary of 
the sinking of the unsinkable ship, it was the Titanic 
exhibition in Melbourne which inspired the author to 
write her latest novel. Sue Lawson’s visit encompassed 
classes at both the McAuley and O’Keeffe Campuses 
and she proved to be highly engaging for all students. 
 

Meeting with the Year 7 classes, her focus was on the 
historical element of her writing and how she 
recreated the style and class distinction which was so 
much part of the Titanic. She went on to explain to the 
students how she drew from primary and secondary 
historical evidence to be as accurate as possible in 
helping the reader to envision this epic but brief 
journey. Students used their iPads to take notes and 
record interesting facts that Sue shared with them and 
a number of students commented on having made 
over fifty dot points of interest from her presentation. 
 
After presenting to the classes, Sue met with students 
from Year 7 & 8 who are participating in the reading 
challenge over lunch in the O’Keeffe Campus, Frank 
Pekin Library. This was a special treat, encouraging 
the students to continue reading and be inspired by 
the books they enjoy. 
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Sue Lawson @ McAuley 
The reading room of the John Tindley Library provided 
the perfect setting for author Sue Lawson to workshop 
with the Victorian Premier's Reading Challenge 
participants. The seven Year 9 girls were fortunate to 
hear Sue speak about her work as a published author, 
including her latest book 'Forget me not' which is 
based on the story of one family's voyage on the 
Titanic. Sue was happy to share some of her writing 
tips and experiences related to literature, including her 
journals. Sue praised the girls for their enthusiasm and 
endeavour. 

Mrs. Maureen O’Loughlan 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Student Leadership Coordinator 
Mr. Luke Bourchier 
 
Upcoming Casual Day 
Next Wednesday at the McAuley campus and Friday at 
the O’Keeffe campus, students will be donning their 
casual attire in support of members of the College 
community who are currently excelling in their field, 
but may require some extra financial support to 
achieve their goals. If students could bring a gold coin 
donation for the privilege to wear casual clothes, the 
money will be going to very worthy recipients. Hot 
food will be available for students to purchase in 
support of this cause. 
 

Shave For a Cure – Caitlin Wallis 
Students at the McAuley Campus gathered in the 
Multi-Purpose Area on Monday to support Caitlin Wallis 
and her sister Amanda as they had their heads shaved 
for cancer. McAuley students had the opportunity to 
donate to this very worthy cause, and many were 
present to witness Caitlin’s brave effort.  The final 
amount raised is still being counted but the students 
and staff should be thanked for their generous 
contributions. Congratulations Caitlin on a great effort 
and for raising anti-cancer awareness. 
 

 
 
 
The Mademoiselles 
Mrs. Janet Backhous 
 
On Thursday 14th June my Year 9 Drama class 
performed for the Prep, Grade 1 & 2 students at St 
Pat’s Primary School, Camperdown. 
 
‘The Mademoiselles’ presented a performance based 
on our work this semester. We have been working on 
Mime, Slapstick and Comedy, and our performance 
developed from this. 
 
I would like to congratulate all the students involved 
and make a special mention of Laura Bourke, Sophie 
Atkins and Ella Clarke, who together looked after our 
sound and video requirements. 
 
We had a ball working together in a collaborative 
manner to devise the show, and the performances on 
the day were brilliant!!!  It was fantastic to watch all of 
our students shine as performers, and the students 
who attended loved it. The joy on the St Pat’s 
students’ faces was priceless.  They were totally 
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involved in the performances and they joined in 
enthusiastically when invited to do so. 
 
We would all like to thank St Pat’s for having us.  We 
loved performing for the students and staff. 
 
Congratulations ‘Mademoiselles’!!!  You Rock!!! 
 
In the photo from back row left to right - Hannah 
Moloney, Grace Lucas, Kaitlyn Martin, Emma Croft, 
Hannah Fleuchar, Jackie McKay, Laura Kemp, Susan 
O'Brien, Haylee Davis, Jasmine Hickey, Olivia Hickey, 
Ebony Reynolds, Victoria Conroy, Annie Moloney. 
 

 
 
 
 
VCE Dance excursion 
Mrs. Freya Egberts 
 
How proud can a teacher be? Well, this week, I can 
say very proud! 
 
On Friday 15th June, the eight Year 10 students 
currently completing VCE Dance Unit 1, headed down 
to Geelong to showcase their efforts this semester as 
part of the Geelong Dance Network’s VCE/VCAL Dance 
Evening at Sacred Heart College.   
 
Before this evening performance students had the 
opportunity to participate in a falling and floor work 
workshop by Frankie Snowdon, a Chunky Move 
dancer.  Daunted at first, the hard, but beautiful, 
Geelong College Dance Studio floor soon became their 
friend and a new understanding of how to incorporate 
the floor into their own choreographies became 
apparent. 
 
Following the workshop, we headed across the road to 
Sacred Heart College.  After a quick tour of the school 
led by an excited ex-student, me, we were welcomed 
by many of the staff and made to feel quite important. 
Our performance was in the Costa Centre of 
Performing Arts so hair and makeup was next on the 

agenda. We completed our final rehearsal with only 
minor spatial adjustments and then headed off for a 
well-earned pizza and salad dinner. Re-energized, it 
was back to SHC to don the costumes and get ready 
for the VCE and VET Dance Learnt Work Evening. 
 
The group dance titled "Persecution, Compassion, 
Hope" included Year 10 students, Amy Hallyburton, 
Bonnie Hinkley, Catherine Kenna, Madeleine Kenna, 
Briony Kent, Bethany O'Sullivan, Dana Rhode and Leah 
Veenstra. The dance evolved from a MRC Professional 
Development day lead by Sister Lizzie Finnerty RSM. I 
was so moved by her experiences and her description 
of the harsh reality of those fleeing persecution that I 
decided to portray in movement the plight of refugees 
seeking asylum. 
 
The dance was presented in three stages: 
 In the beginning, horrific situations in their 

countries of birth cause people to flee from 
persecution. 

 The development sees the asylum seekers risking 
their lives on leaky vessels in search of a better 
life only to find themselves imprisoned in 
detention centres. 

 The resolution shows the asylum seekers being 
able to assimilate into society while others are so 
mentally scarred that they are unable to move 
ahead in their new country. 

 
On the night, we were privileged to have Sr. Lizzie in 
attendance and the students performed with 
compassion and maturity. Their fine performances 
reflected the struggles these students had in 
understanding the hardships and violence experienced 
by the asylum seekers and, subsequently, in physically 
portraying these hardships in movement. 
 
Here, I ask again, how proud can a teacher be? My 
answer hasn’t changed. Very proud!  Congratulations 
dancers on your wonderful performance of such a 
topical and confronting topic. 
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From the Head of Sport 
Miss Stacey Hillman 
 
Mercy Regional College has a proud sporting history 
and thrives on the success of our students' abilities 
and participation in a range of extra-curricular 
activities. In recent times, it has been disappointing to 
see students volunteering and being selected for 
sports then simply not turning up on the day of 
competition for a number of reasons, and not 
contacting staff to let them know this. 
 
As our College enrolment numbers continue to grow, 
there are many students who are willing and able to 
participate in these events who unfortunately don't get 
the opportunity to do so. All Physical Education 
teachers are urging students who are selected and 
cannot attend to get in contact with them ASAP so 
that a replacement can be found. As parents, your 
cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated as we 
strive to continue to get the best out of our students.  
 
Table Tennis 
Mr. Darren Cheeseman 
 
On Friday 8th June Mercy Regional College sent six 
boys table tennis teams to Terang Stadium to 
participate in the HSSSD competition. 
 
The two Year 7 teams included Harry O’Sullivan, Tom 
Place, Hamish Huffadine, Jim O’Sullivan, Tom Nelson, 
Angus McConachy, Mitchell Wyss and Seth Wright-
Corneby. 
The two Year 8 teams included the following students 
Daniel Kenna, Paddy Bourke, Jordan Wareham, Taylor 
Neal, Jack Wilson, Aarie Jansen Van Beek, Lachie 
Bignell and Rhys Casson. 
 
Finally the intermediate teams were represented by 
Paddy Lee, Sam Henderson, Jack Williams, Mitchell 
Banks, Darcy Collins, Tom Marshman, Lachie 
McDonald and Tyler Mungean. 
 
In the lead up to the event some students were able 
to have some lunchtime practice sessions in the 
stadium, which showed great commitment.  
The students were given responsibility of the final 
make-up of the two MRC teams and in each 
competition we were able to have a successful winning 
team. 
 
For the next round of competition we will need to 
select the top 4 players from each section to 
participate at the higher level. We will conduct try-outs 
at a later date. 
 
All students did extremely well and showed great 
sportsmanship. Thanks to Stacey Hillman and Charlie 
Bradshaw for their organization of the teams. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
O'Keeffe Chess Club 
Mrs. Leesa Henriksen and Mrs. Mel Bouchier 
 
Most Thursdays at lunchtime you can guarantee that 
in 7A you will find some very keen and competitive 
chess players. 
 
There are about 10 students who meet regularly and 
play, using either the traditional chess sets or chess 
apps on their iPads. We have a mixture of boys and 
girls and also beginners to serious players! Dade Allen 
is proving to be an unbeatable champion. 
We are looking forward to competing with some other 
schools in the near future. 
 

 
Photo: Dade Allen and Shai Karney 
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Blood Bank Volunteers 
The article below was in this month’s Blood Bank 
news. Well done to Fr. Matthew (along with all the 
students) for his commitment to travelling to Geelong 
each week to the Blood Bank. 
 

 
 
Tournament of Minds 
Leesa Henriksen and Sophie Carr 
 
We are pleased to announce we have registered to 
send two teams to the Tournament of Minds this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tournament of Minds is for students with a passion for 
learning and problem solving to demonstrate their 
skills and talents in an exciting, vibrant, and public 
way. The Tournament’s aim is to enhance the 
potential of our students by developing diverse skills, 
enterprise, time management, and the discipline to 

work collaboratively within a challenging and 
competitive environment. 
 
Our teams are comprised of 7 students with a mix of 
from Year 7 to Year 10, with a gender balance as well. 
The team members also represent a range of 
strengths e.g. mathematical skills, language skills, 
social skills, team work skills, problem solving skills, 
organisational skills, dramatic flair etc. 
 
Students have a time frame of 6 weeks to prepare for 
a long term challenge. This will be the first 6 weeks of 
Term 3. This long term challenge will be presented at 
a region Tournament of Minds Day in front of a panel 
of judges in Geelong at Deakin University on Sunday 
26th August. Presentation of the solution to this long 
term challenge will involve students writing their own 
script for a dramatic production. The day in Geelong 
will also involve responding to a spontaneous problem 
(with 5 minutes to work on the solution as a team) 
and presented to a judging panel. 
 
We are looking forward to receiving our long term 
challenge in the holidays and making a start on it in 
early Term 3! 
 
 
VCAL ‘Healthy Eating’ Week 
Brendan Richardson 
 
Year 12 VCAL students, with the assistance of Year 11 
VCAL students will be running the canteen next week, 
Monday 25th of June through to Friday 29th June. The 
purpose is for students to provide other students with 
healthier canteen options. 
 
Food Provided: 
Freshly baked sweet muffins $2 
Homemade pumpkin and chicken and sweet corn soup 
with bread $2 
Mini pizzas on wholemeal muffin bases (two for $2) 
Roast Beef with Gravy Rolls $4 
Fried Rice $4 
Pasta with Bolognese sauce $4 
Sweet Chilli Chicken Wrap $4 
Fresh Fruit Salad $2 
 
There will be water and juice available to purchase at 
normal canteen price. All students should try to order 
their lunch at morning briefing and place in tubs as per 
usual. 
 
Please Note: 
St. Pat’s student’s will still have the same Canteen 
Menu, however, Mercy students will only be able to 
purchase what is on offer through the VCAL menu. 
 
We would really appreciate everyone’s support during 
this week! 
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TERM 2 
25 June 
* PTFA Meeting 7:30pm – O’Keeffe Campus 
 
28 June 
* Year 11 Energiser Day - Colac 
 
29 June 
* Year 7 – 2013 Enrolment applications close today 
* Term 2 concludes @ 2:10pm 
 
TERM 3 
16 July 
* Commencement of Term 3 for Staff & Students 
 
19 July 
* HSSSD Basketball – Intermediate & Senior 
 
24 – 27 July 
* Unit 2 Outdoor Ed Camp to Mt. Buller 
 
27 July 
* Mercy Dinner 7.00pm @ Noorat Community Centre 
 
31 July 
* Year 7 – 2013 Enrolment Interviews 
 
1 August 
* Year 7 – 2013 Enrolment Interviews 
 

REMINDER / NOTICE 
Enrolment Applications 

Applications for enrolment to Mercy 
Regional College for 

Year 7 – 2013 close on 
Friday 29th June. 

 
 
Colac Music Teachers Association Eisteddfod 
Some of our Mercy students are participating in the 
CMTA Eisteddfod. It is a great opportunity for students 
to perform for one another and get feedback from the 
adjudicators. Information for the day is listed as 
follows. We hope some of you may be able to come 
along and enjoy the music. Janet Backhous on behalf 
of Kelly Kerr - President of the CMTA. 
 
CMTA Eisteddfod 
Saturday 23rd June 2012, 9:00am - 5:30pm 
COPACC Black Box Theatre 
Gold Coin donation for entry and program. Come along 
and support your peers, enjoy a musical day and 
maybe even be inspired to take up an instrument! 
Visit www.cmta.com.au for more information 
or contact kelly@swit.com.au 
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THERE ARE STILL SOME EXCITING WEEKS AHEAD: 

 

Due to the success of the campaign so far, Woolworths are extending the program until: 

Monday 12th August 2012 

SIX MORE WEEKS TO EARN VALUABLE STICKERS FOR OUR 

SCHOOL. PLEASE SEND IN YOUR STICKER CARDS TO THE COLLEGE 

BEFORE THE DATE ABOVE. 

THANKS TO ALL THE PARENTS WHO ARE SUPPORTING THIS. 

 
 
 

URGENT 
REMINDER TO PARENTS 

 
PLEASE RETURN CHOCOLATE MONEY 

 
COST FOR FULL BOX  $50.00 

 

 
 

MUST BE RETURNED TO THE COLLEGE BY NO LATER THAN 
THURSDAY, 28th JUNE 
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You are cordially invited 

 

To the 

MERCY REGIONAL COLLEGE 

 
 

Friday 27th July, 2012 
 

At the 
NOORAT COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 

Guest Speaker 

Ms. Sarah Baker 
(Past Mercy Student) 

 
Music 

Mr. Luke Bourchier 
 

Dinner will commence at 7.00pm 
with Pre-dinner drinks and savouries followed by a sumptuous two-course meal. 

 

Cost $50.00 per head 
 

Drinks available at bar prices. 
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Please return the booking form and payment to the College Office by no later than 
Wednesday 18th July, 2012 

 

7th Annual Mercy Dinner 
 
 

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I wish to purchase: 

 Tickets @ $50.00 per head   Total Cost $ _________________________ 
 
I wish to purchase: 

 Table of 10 @ $500.00 per table  Total Cost $ _________________________ 
 

PAYMENT METHOD (please tick which is applicable) 
 CASH 
 
 CHEQUE 
 
 CREDIT CARD 
 
CARD NUMBER:      ___ ___ ___ ___  -  ___ ___ ___ ___  -  ___ ___ ___ ___  -  ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
EXPIRY DATE:       ___ ___  -  ___ ___ 
 
CARD TYPE:  Visa Card  Master Card 
 
YOUR PHONE NUMBER: __________________________________________________ 
 

SIGNATURE: __________________________________________________________ 
 

For further enquiries please contact Mrs. Sue Bohm on 5593 2011 
or email sue@mercy.vic.edu.au 

 
 


