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ISSUE 3-2          10th August, 2012 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2012 
Through the Mercy tradition we support, acknowledge and strive for personal excellence and achievement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In this newsletter, the College community welcomes 
the announcement by the Vatican of a new Bishop of 
Ballarat to follow our cherished Bishop Peter Connors.  
The new Bishop is the current Provincial of the 
Redemptorist order of priests, Fr. Paul Bird C.SsR and 
is charge of Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, 
Singapore and The Philippines. Fr. Paul will be 
ordained in Ballarat on Tuesday 16th October and we 
look forward to celebrating this solemn occasion and 
then welcoming him into our parishes and the College 
community. 
 
In some ways, the arrival of new bishop in a diocese is 
somewhat like the appointment of a new principal to a 
school and an opportunity for reflection and 
discernment about challenges of the past and 
opportunities for the future. My prayer today 
challenges us to spend some time seeking discernment 
or right judgement: 
 
God our Father, 

You have a plan for each one of us, 

You hold out to us a future full of hope. 

Give us the wisdom of your Spirit  

so that we can see the shape  of your plan  

in the gifts   you have given us, 

and in the circumstances  of our daily lives. 

Give us the freedom of your Spirit, 

to seek you with all our hearts,  

and to choose Your Will above all else.  

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
As a school community, our prayers are with the 
family and friends of Mr. Vin O'Connor who died early 
this week. Vin has a number of children and 
grandchildren at Mercy and in our broader College 
community and was an early pioneer of Mercy, 
contributing significantly to the establishment of 
Catholic secondary education in the district. We ask 
that the eternal light offered by the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is with the extended 
O'Connor family at this sad time. 
 
Mid Term Break 
A reminder to all parents and students that this 
Monday 13th August the College will be closed for a 
mid-term break. Students return to school as normal 
on Tuesday 14th August. 
 
2013 Enrolment Intention Forms 
With the last newsletter, all parents were asked to 
complete an Enrolment Intentions form that indicates 
whether your child(ren) are returning to Mercy 
Regional College in 2013. At this time of the year, 
significant time and resources are directed towards 
planning for the year to come in terms of staffing, 
subject selection and buildings; it is very important 
that this planning is informed by accurate enrolment 
figures.  We ask that these forms are returned to the 
College by Friday 17th August. 
 
Insight SRC Surveys 
Thank you to all the families who assisted with the 
Insight SRC surveys that were sent to a random 
selection of 100 families last week.  These have been 
sent off for analysis and we will receive detailed 
feedback in term 4. 
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Enrolment Interviews 
Last week, McAuley and O’Keeffe Campuses held 
interviews for the prospective 2013 Year 7 students 
and their parents; it was a delight for myself and the 
20 other staff involved to meet so many polite, 
enthusiastic and well-presented boys and girls.  I look 
forward to sending out letters to those families who 
have been successful in their enrolment applications 
later this month.  A reminder to prospective students 
and parents of the first set of Year 7 2013 Transition 
Days: 
 Monday 3rd September 

Students from HCSN schools (St Patrick’s, St 
Thomas’ & St Colman’s). 

 Tuesday 4th September 
Country Kids day (students from all other primary 
schools). 

 
Staff PD Day 
Last Friday, all teaching staff continued with this year’s 
focus on curriculum differentiation.  The aim of this 
focus is to ensure that our Year 7 – 10 curriculum and 
teaching and learning strategies engage all students at 
all levels rather than simply ‘teaching to the middle’. 
 
Student Activities 
With the halfway point of the term approaching, a 
number of student activities are of note: 
 On Tuesday night, more than 150 students and 

parents attended the VCE/VCAL Information 
Night.  After a general presentation by Mr Lee 
and Mrs Williams, students moved around the 
library talking with senior VCE and VCAL teachers 
on individual subject choices. I strongly 
encourage all Year 10 students to take advantage 
of all the resources available to assist them in 
making these important subject selection choices. 

 All Year 10 students travelled to Araluen Camp, 
Anglesea this week for an overnight retreat.  This 
retreat split the year level according to gender 
and allowed students to reflect upon the unique 
challenges of growing up as mature, responsible 
and resilient young men and women.  Thank you 
to Mr Brisbane and Ms Saunders for their 
leadership of this endeavour. 

 Today, a group of students travelled to Marian 
College, Ararat to compete against other Ballarat 
Diocesan secondary schools in Chess.  I look 
forward to reporting on their success in the next 
newsletter. 

 
Attention Mortlake Bus Travellers 
Mortlake College will be having a Student Free Day on 
Friday 17th August. No government buses will run into 
or out of Mortlake on this day. However our normal 
charter bus from Mortlake to O'Keeffe-McAuley 
Campuses will operate as normal. Students who live 
out of Mortlake will need to be picked up from St. 
Colman's Primary School. 
 

On Tuesday 21st August. Mortlake College students will 
finish at 1:00pm. Mercy students will get back to 
Mortlake at the end of the day via our charter bus but 
normal buses out of Mortlake College will have left at 
1:00pm. Students who live out of Mortlake will need to 
be picked up from St. Colman's Primary School. 
 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 

Head Senior Teaching and Learning 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 
VCE/VCAL Subject Selection 2013 
There was quite a healthy turnout for the VCE/VCAL 
Information Evening on Tuesday. Year 10 students 
and their families were presented with an overview of 
the VCE/VCAL courses. They were also introduced to 
the processes which govern the delivery of these 
certificates. There is a great deal of information to be 
absorbed especially by those new to the senior school, 
therefore we encourage anyone who has questions to 
ring the school and we can arrange a meeting. 
Year 11 students, who will be entering VCE in 2013, 
have received subject selection information and the 
timeline. We will not be conducting formal interviews 
with the Year 11 students, but any student or parents 
who have queries or concerns are encouraged to 
contact us. 
 
The timeline for students’ subject submission is as 
follows: 
 Tuesday 14th & Wednesday 15th August: 

Year 10 student interviews. A timetable for these 
interviews has been included in the information 
pack handed out on Tuesday night and is on the 
last page of this newsletter. Those who were 
unable to attend can collect a pack from school or 
alternatively wait until next Monday when the 
remainder will be distributed. Parents are 
welcome to attend the interviews if able. 

 Thursday 16th August: Subject overview; 
Teachers will give a short presentation of their 
subject area during class time. 

 Friday 17th August: Subject selection sheets to 
be submitted. 

 Wednesday 22nd August: Blocking sheet 
released. 

 Wednesday 29th August: Final selections 
released. 

 
Again, if there are any queries feel free to contact 
James Castles, Lesa Thornton, Joanne Williams, 
homeroom teachers or me at school on 5593 2011. 
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O’Keeffe Campus Coordinator Report 
Mr. Tony Wynd 
 
O’Keeffe Community Award 
Last term the Junior School Faculty awarded its first 
Community Award. The criteria for selection was that 
the person had to demonstrate how they had 
contributed to building and growing the sense of 
community at the O’Keeffe Campus by their actions to 
both other students and staff. 
 
It was very pleasing to see that staff were able to 
nominate many students for consideration. The 
decision was quite difficult as the calibre of students 
and their contribution to the O’Keeffe Campus was 
very high. 
 
After much deliberation, Alistar Huth was selected to 
receive this inaugural award. 
 

 
 
Alistar was nominated by quite a few teachers for 
helping and supporting other students in the practical 
areas and also willingly taking on jobs that helped the 
classes run that little bit smoother. The award was 
presented to Alistar at the final term assembly. 
 
Thomas Carr College-Mercy Regional College 
Exchange 
The annual Thomas Carr/Mercy Exchange for Year 8 
students will take place between the 27th & 31st 
August. 
 
A total of 14 students nominated to participate in the 
exchange and again the calibre of all students was 
extremely high. 
 
After interviews and discussion, the following students 
were chosen:  Mollie Gaut, Jordyn Hickey, Alistar Huth, 
Annie Kenna, Meg Lenehan, Lily Lourey, Emma Lucas, 
Jacoba Mungean, Angus Place & Caitlin Williams. 
 
These students will represent Mercy at Thomas Carr 
and also host students later in the month.  More 
information and photos will be included in later 
newsletters. 
 
 

Christian Outreach Program 
Mrs. Sharyn Grinter 
 
These photos below are of our students doing the 
Christian Outreach Program (formally called 
Community Visiting). 
 

 
 
Ricky Nelson and Joseph Arundell at Merindah Lodge 
Camperdown. 
 

 
 
Anya McKenzie at Merindah Lodge Camperdown. 
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TERM 3 
14 August 
* ICAS Mathematics Competition 
* Science Week – Mon - Fri 
* Year 10 VCE/VCAL Subject Selection Interviews 
* MRC Board Meeting 7.30pm – Camperdown 
 
15 August 
* Year 10 VCE/VCAL Subject Selection Interviews 
* Year 11, 2013 Mentor & Subject selection interviews 
* Netball Championships - Melbourne 
 
17 August 
* Year 8 - Guest Author - Archie Fusillo 
* TAFE Taster Day 
* Year's 11 & 12 Subject selection sheets due 
 
23 August 
* Unit 4 Biology SAC Excursion 
* Junior Debating in Geelong (3:45 PM-9:30 PM) 
 
24 August 
* Frayne Speech Festival - St Joseph's College Mildura 
* Year's 9 & 10 Subject selection sheets due 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
Terang Mortlake Football Netball Junior Presentation 
Night will be held at the Terang Recreation Reserve on 
Friday 10th August from 6:30pm. 
BBQ Tea $10 a single and $20 a family. 
 
FOR SALE 
Local phone books are available for sale from the 
McAuley Campus, Camperdown Office at $5 each. 
 
 

The Instrumental Concert is 
coming up! 
 

Thursday 6th September 
Keep this date free!!! 

It will be a fabulous Concert. 
 

7.00pm till 9.30pm 
in the Multi-Purpose Room 
at the McAuley Campus. 

 
This is a great opportunity for us 
to showcase our instrumental 
students We would love to see 
you there!!!! 
 
Please bring a plate to share for 
supper after the concert. 
 
Thanking you 
Mrs. Janet Backhous 
 
 
Instrumental Lessons 
We have a couple of spaces at the O'Keefe Campus for 
Piano Lessons with Mrs Michele Mackinnon. If you are 
interested please contact the school and Ms Backhous 
will contact you to arrange lessons. 
 
Please note - at this stage we do not have any spaces 
available for guitar lessons as our teachers are fully 
booked. If you would like to go on a waiting list, 
please send your details to the school and Ms 
Backhous will keep you updated re possible lessons. 
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Sose: Ancient Egypt 
Melissa Brisbane and Leesa Henriksen 
 
On Thursday 2nd August 7A and 7B took part 
in a fair trade market. 
 
Students were encouraged to bring in 
objects from home to trade or barter with. A 
market atmosphere typical of the Ancient 
Egyptian times was created. Bartering played 
a major part in the exchange of items and 
much fun was had by all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TEXTILES DEPARTMENT 
The Textiles department is in need of fabric scraps. 
If you have unwanted materials the students 
would greatly appreciate your donation. 
These can be left at the front office. 
Thanking you, 
Jenny Binder 
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THERE ARE STILL 

A COUPLE OR 

DAYS LEFT 

TO COLLECT 

EARN & LEARN 

STICKERS 

 

LAST DAY 

SUNDAY 12th AUGUST 2012 

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMPLETED STICKER CARDS 

OR STICKERS TO THE COLLEGE OFFICE 

 
THANKYOU TO ALL THE PARENTS WHO SO 

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED THIS FOR OUR COLLEGE 
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YR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
 
TUESDAY 14TH AUGUST 
 

Pds 1&2  9.15am  9.30am  9.45am  10.00am  10.15am  10.30am 

Mr Glennen  Bridget Anders  Joseph Arundell  Anna Baker Campbell  Cloe Barake  Lucy Battistello  Matthew Baxter 

 
TUESDAY 14TH AUGUST 
 

Pds 3&4  11.15am  11.30am  11.45am  Break  12.15pm  12.30pm  12.45pm 

Mrs Phillips   Molly Bourke  Thomas Cheslett  Samantha Cornelissen    Edward Glennen  Marnie Jones  Breanna Justin 

Mr Lee  Catherine Kenna  Jack Kenna  Madeline Kenna    Briony Kent  Henry Kissick  Kate Marquand 

Mr Castles  Kelvin Marquand  Anya McKenzie  Samantha Molan    Ricky Nelson  Dermott O’Connor  Xavier O’Connor 

Mr Grant  Kaitlyn Baird  Amy Howarth  Gerard Delaney    Laura Glennen  Brodie Hill  Bonnie Hinkley 

Mrs Carpenter  Bethany O’Sullivan  Jayden Parker  Amy Pemberton    Rachel Pineo  Mikarla Poole  Chloe Zentai 

 
TUESDAY 14TH AUGUST 
 

Pds 5&6  1.30pm  1.45pm  2.00pm  2.15pm  2.30pm  2.45pm 

Mr Grant  Molly Quick  Olivia Reed  Melissa Robbins  William Rowbottom  Benjamin Saunders  Jackson Skene 

Mr Brisbane  Kirsty Almond  Kaylee Black  Ruby Bradshaw  Joshua Carlin  Richard Couch  Jack Danby 

Mr Glennen  Dana Rhode  Maggie Rose  Jennifer Rowan  Emma Sargeant  Caitlin Smart  Sharni Smethurst 

 
 
WEDNESDAY 15TH AUGUST 
 

Pds 1&2  9.15am  9.30am  9.45am  10.00am  10.15am  10.30am 

Mrs Thornton  Courtney Stevens  Toby Taylor  Brittany Unwin  Stephanie Gregory  Cindy Unwin  Leah Veenstra 

Mr Grant  Dominic Cavarsan  Rhys Jansen Van Beek    William Keough  Steven Krybolder  Stephanie Laing 

Mr Brisbane  Thomas Henry  Gloria Duynhoven        Ruby Johnstone 

 
WEDNESDAY 15TH AUGUST 
 

Pds 5&6  1.30pm  1.45pm  2.00pm  2.15pm  2.30pm  2.45pm 

Mrs Phillips  Myah Wetemans  Michael Williams         

Mr Lee             

Mr Glennen             

 
 
THURSDAY 16TH AUGUST 
 

Pds 5&6  11.15am  11.30am  11.45am 

Mr Grant  Laura Justin     

Mr Brisbane  Ailish Glennen  Clare Glennen  Amy Hallyburton 
 


