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ISSUE 4-1          19th October, 2012 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2012 
Through the Mercy tradition we support, acknowledge and strive for personal excellence and achievement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This week has been a most 
significant one for the 
Diocese of Ballarat with 
the ordination of our new 
Bishop, Paul Bird CSsR. 
 
I was privileged to attend 
the beautiful ordination rite 
on Tuesday at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Ballarat and I 
look forward to welcoming 
Bishop Bird into the school 
when his busy schedule 
gives us this opportunity. 
 
The following prayer is taken from the ordination and 
is offered to our new Bishop and all who offer us 
leadership and guidance: 
 
O God, 
who cares for your people with gentleness and rules 
them with love, 
endow with the Spirit of wisdom 
those whom you have handed on the authority to 
govern, 
that from the flourishing of a holy flock 
may come eternal joy for its shepherds. 
 
One feature of Tuesday’s celebration that had 
particular resonance for me and for Mercy Regional 
College this week was the emphasis given to 
recognizing and celebrating the contributions over 15 
years of outgoing Bishop Peter Connors. 
 
This sense of affirming the achievements of the past 
and entrusting this wisdom to the future was a focus  
 
 

 
of this week’s whole school assembly on Wednesday 
morning where the 2013 Mercy Regional College 
leaders were invested. 
 
The investiture of the new student leaders included 
three separate actions: the presentation of the student 
leaders’ badges, a symbolic handover of individually lit 
candles from the 2012 leaders to the 2013 leaders and 
a commitment pledge made by the 2013 student 
leadership team. The investiture also included the first 
handover of a new leadership manual that will be 
passed on from year to year and includes messages of 
advice and support from captains past. 
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Current Year 12 Leadership Group 
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Year 12 Last Day and Mercy’s Got Talent 
Next Thursday 25th October will be the last day for our 
Year 12 students. It marks an end to their time at 
Mercy Regional College and provides an opportunity 
for students, staff, parents and families to celebrate 
the achievement of these young people in successfully 
completing secondary education.  Next week includes 
a range of activities organized by students and staff to 
celebrate the students’ achievements and I encourage 
all students to enjoy these activities appropriately and 
in a manner that reflects their successful time at 
Mercy. 
 
I warmly invite all parents, family members and 
friends of our Year 12 students to join us next 
Thursday for the twin celebrations of Mercy’s Got 
Talent which will begin at 11:20am and the Year 12s 
Final Assembly which will commence at 1:45pm. 
Both events will be held in the de Chantal Stadium. 
 
2012 Central Trip 
The recent September holidays saw almost 90 Mercy 
Regional College students and staff travel for 10 days 
up through the centre of our enormous continent to 
Uluru, Kata Tutya, Kings Canyon, Alice Springs, Coober 
Pedy and many other sites. 
 
Congratulations to all students on the behavior 
exhibited throughout the long trip and for the 
assistance offered to the staff who escorted you. 
 
A special thanks to all the staff who led and 
accompanied the trip – Fr Matthew Thomas, Mr Tony 
Wynd, Ms Sophie Carr, Mrs Lynn Wadley, Mr Graeme 
Wadley, Mrs Jenny O’Neill, Mr Ben Brisbane, Mrs Freya 
Egberts, Ms Kirsten Gibson and Mrs Jenny Phillips. 
 
And also to the College’s administrative staff who 
supported the trip organizing paperwork, trip 
materials, permission forms and the like. 
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Mercy Regional College PTFA 
The next meeting of the College’s PTFA will be held on 
Monday 22nd October at McAuley Campus starting at 
7.30 pm. 
 
Car Raffle 
This year is the 38th year of the Mercy Regional 
College Car Raffle. The car raffle is certainly now the 
most important fund-raising effort of our PTFA. 
 
A flyer on page 14 outlines all this year’s prizes. The 
College is very grateful to the providers of raffle prizes 
for their generosity. Where possible it would certainly 
be appreciated if our school community could support 
these businesses. 
 
I look forward to a very successful car raffle result, 
which can be easily achieved if ALL families work 
together to sell their book of raffle tickets and attend 
their rostered time for selling tickets. If you are unable 
to attend your time, please make a swap for a more 
suitable time with another parent on the roster. 
 
The Car Raffle Roster for selling tickets for the next 
two weeks is on page nine. A copy of the full roster is 
on the College website: 
Parents/School Notice Board/Car Raffle Roster. 
 
 
Yours in Mercy, 
 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
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Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning 
Mr. Chris Grant 
 
Year 7-11 Exams 
The End of Semester Examination dates are as follows. 
Year 7 & 8 - 30/11/2012 and 3/12/2012 
Year 9 - 3/12/2012 and 4/12/2012 
Year 10 - 30/11/2012, 3/12/2012 and 4/12/2012 
Year 11 - 19/11/2012 to 22/11/2012 
 
2013 Year 12 Classes Commence 
Year 12 Classes for 2013 will commence on Thursday 
22nd of November for all 2013 Year 12 students and 
continue until Friday 30th of November. This program 
will give students a head start for Year 12 in 2013 with 
classwork and holiday homework given to students. All 
students are expected to attend. 
 
 
Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Mental Health Week 
Last week was Mental Health Week. Do we really know 
what this means or are we happy to be a little 
arrogant of what is occurring in this area? I have 
gathered some facts about young people and mental 
illness. 
 The greatest number of people with a mental 

illness are within the 18 to 24 year age group. 
 Many people with schizophrenia first experience 

symptoms in their mid to late teen years. 
 One third of people with mental illness who are 

admitted to public hospitals are less than 30 years 
old. 

 Depression is one of the most common health 
conditions in young people and increases during 
adolescence. 

 In 2008 it was revealed that during a 12 month 
period, 7% of Australian children and adolescents 
aged 0 to 17 were experiencing mental problems. 

 Only one out of every four young persons with a 
mental health issue has received professional 
health care. 

 About 20% of people experience depression at 
some time in their lives. This means that almost 
every family has had someone with depression. 
Unfortunately once a person has experienced 
depression, they are at far greater risk of feeling 
this way again. 

 
Sadness is not always bad 
Everyone loves being happy but being sad at times is 
not such a bad thing. Sadness gives us time to think 
things over, sometimes regretting things we have 
done, and helps us to resolve to be a better person. 
Feelings of sadness, disappointment and set backs are 
part of human life and without them we don't live 
whole lives. 
 

We all want our children to be happy but know that 
there will be times they will be sad. Helping young 
people to know that they won't be happy all the time 
is important. Realising that all feelings pass and that 
we can learn from the whole range of feelings, 
sadness included, is part of being human. 
 
 
Chemistry Quiz Results 2012 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Each year all students studying VCE Chemistry 
participate in the National Chemistry Quiz, that is held 
in late July. The Science Faculty also offers this 
opportunity to the Year 9 & 10 students who have 
achieved the highest marks in the mid-year Science 
Exam and taken part in the National Science 
Competition. The Quiz gives these students the 
opportunity to complete against others students 
throughout Australia in the same year level and is also 
another opportunity for them to sit an externally set 
exam. 
 
Congratulations to all the students who availed 
themselves of this opportunity and participated in the 
Quiz. 
 
Credits 
Year 9 - Hayley Turner 
Year 11 - Paige Gibson & Zachary O’Flynn 
Year 12 - Nathan Beal & Jacob Gray 
 
Distinctions 
Year 9 - Jack Williams 
Year 10 - Brodie Hill 
 
High Distinctions 
Year 12 - Stephen Delwig 
 
Well done everyone. 
 
 
 
France Battlefields Tour 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 
The Mercy Regional College France Battlefields Tour 
for staff and students of the College is happening 
again in 2013. 
 
The itinerary will be the same as in 2011 and the trip 
will depart in September for a two week tour of Paris, 
the French and Belgium battlefields of the First World 
War, Ypres and London. 
 
An initial meeting of those staff and students who are 
interested will be held during the term. Details will be 
released later in November. 
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August 2012 

TERM 4 
 
Monday 22 October 
* Western Zone Shooting Competition 
   @ Minyup 
* PTFA Meeting 7:30 PM @ Camperdown 
 
Tuesday 23 October 
* State Athletics 
 
Thursday 25 October 
* Year 12’s Last Day - Mercy's Got Talent 
 
Friday 26 October 
* Unit 2 Legal Studies Excursion 
 
Monday 29 October 
* BSW Table Tennis 
* Blood Bank 
 
Tuesday 30 October 
* SWLLEN SWL/ASBA Employer Celebration 
   (7:00 PM-9:00 PM) 
 
Wednesday 31 October 
* Middle School Oratory Competition 
   (1:30 PM-3:10 PM) 
November 2012 
Thursday 01 November 
* VCAA Exams begin 
* Yrs 9 & 10 Super 8s Cricket 
 
Friday 02 November 
* State Golf 
* 2013 Year 10 Work Experience paperwork 
due 
* Junior School Oratory Competition 
   (1:20 PM-2:50 PM) 
 
Monday 05 November 
* College Board Holiday 
   - no school for staff and students 
 
Tuesday 06 November 
* Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 
   - no school for staff and students 
 
 

 
 
 

COPRICE COBDEN SPRING FESTIVAL 
THIS WEEKEND – 19-21 October 

There’s lots to see & do, including 
 

Friday 7.30pm, $5 or $20 family 
“Submarine” The movie 
Johno’s Shed, Tech School 

 
Saturday 12.30pm 

Fonterra Street Parade 
 

Saturday 7.30pm to midnight 
Big Night Out – Golf Club 

$15 entry 
Magic with Tim Mason 
Music with The Gents 
Meals available @ $15 

 
Special Guests 

Tim Mason – Junior magician 
Joffa Corfe – Collingwood FC cheer squad 

 
cobdenspringfestival.com.au 

5595 1129 
 
 
 

LIGHT THE NIGHT 
for the Leukaemia foundation 

 
Friday 12th October at Lake Pertobe from 5pm. 

Live music by young local talent, BBQ, cake stall, raffle 
and face painting. Twilight walk at 7.30pm. Evening 
concluding with outdoor Movie – “Toy Story 3” at 8pm 
 
 

 
NOORAT & DISTRICT TENNIS ASSOC. 

C Grade Coaching Clinic ~ 2012 
 
Tennis coaching at Terang Tennis courts for C grade 
and Beginners to start on Thursday the 18th 
October from 4pm (onwards). 
 
Aggregate C grade competition to follow on 
Thursday nights. 
 
A & B grade competiton to start on Tuesday 
23rd October at 5pm all names of players to be 
in ASAP. 
 
Contact: Shane Quick on 0418 523 233 OR Julie 
Giblin 0409 517 848. 
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CAR RAFFLE ROSTER 2012 
 

 



 10

 



 11

 



 12



 13

 



 14

 
 


