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ISSUE 1-2          1st March, 2013 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2013 
Through the Mercy tradition we support, acknowledge and strive for personal excellence and achievement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Today is a significant day in the recent history of the 
Catholic Church with the impending resignation of 
Pope Benedict XVI in Rome.  I doubt there were many 
Catholics across the world or in our local parishes who 
were not shocked at this announcement a few weeks 
ago and for the first time in 600+ years, we look to 
the election of a new pontiff with his predecessor still 
with us. 
 
Notwithstanding the historical significance of the 
resignation, I believe that Benedict’s decision also says 
something powerful about the role of prayer and 
reflection in authentic Christian leadership.  In the 
speech announcing his decision, Pope Benedict 
described the significant amount of time he had spent 
praying and reflecting upon the decision, inviting the 
guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit to inform his 
decision.  He celebrated this process as a key part of 
the decision-making process but it is one that would 
be rarely done and certainly not named in today’s 
secular world.  But from a Christian perspective, who 
could not see the work of the Holy Spirit, initiating and 
affirming the decision by Pope Benedict, especially 
when this pope was regarded as amongst the most 
conservative of bishops in his time prior to being 
elected pontiff. 
 
My prayer today celebrated the role of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives: 
 
Come, Holy Spirit: 
Come into my morning, my day, my night; 
Permeate my thoughts and infiltrate my speech; 
Repaint me inside and out. 
Come Holy Spirit: 
Come into every area I might try to shut you out of; 
Revolutionize my relationships and refocus my heart; 
Repair me, inside and out. 

 
Gonski Report – Australian Government 
Education Funding 
In recent weeks, there has been much discussion in 
the local and national media on upcoming 
announcements by the Federal Government on school 
funding – government, Catholic and independent.  As 
has been discussed in past newsletters, the decisions 
made with respect to government funding have 
profound effects on the viability of our schools; if there 
are suggestions that the new funding model will 
negatively impact Catholic schools – primary or 
secondary – I will bring these to the attention of the 
Mercy Regional College community. 
 
Camps, Retreats & other school events 
As was highlighted in the last newsletter, the start to 
the school year has been a busy one with many major 
off-site activities, these include: 
 
 The Year 11 camp to Melbourne over two days as 

well as a single day at the Noorat Community 
Centre. 

 The Year 12 Retreat over three days at Lady 
Northcote Camp, Bacchus Marsh.  Special thanks 
to Mr. James Castls and Mrs. Jo Saunders who on 
less than 24 hours’ notice managed to move this 
retreat from its traditional home at Dunkeld to 
avoid the large Grampians bushfire.  From all 
reports, the new venue was a great success! 

 The Year 10 students who completed their week’s 
Work Experience with a large number of 
employers around the local area and in 
Melbourne. 

 The large crowd of Year 12 students and their 
families who gathered at the Camperdown Bowls 
Club to play bowls and enjoy a meal together. 
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The next couple of weeks also promises much with the 
College Athletic Sports next Tuesday and school 
photos, the Year 11 PARTY program and the first Year 
11 Street Retreat scheduled. 
 
Year 12 Car Drivers 
A reminder to all students who have a probationary 
license and wish to drive to and/or from school that 
they need to see Mr. Castles to arrange this. The 
College has a formal set of procedures that govern this 
and includes a provision that students are not 
permitted to have other students in their cars unless 
they are siblings. This year, this provision has been 
extended to say that students who may be at school 
past 4.30 pm may be permitted to drive another Year 
12 student home provided both sets of parents have 
agreed to this arrangement. Also a reminder that Year 
12 students are to park opposite the Catholic church. 
 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 
Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Welcome back for another year at Mercy, I hope the 
start of the Year has run smoothly for students and 
parents. So far at Mercy we have attended our School 
Mass, the Year 7 Welcome BBQ, Swimming carnival, 
Year 7 Camp, Year 12 Retreat, Year 11 Melbourne 
Experience, Ash Wednesday and Year 10 Work 
Experience all within the first 3 weeks. 
 
There are still a great number of activities before the 
end of this term. The long weekend may be a timely 
break for all to recharge or rest up for the remainder 
of the term. 
 
Last week our Year 12s attended retreat in Bacchus 
Marsh, Year 11s went on camp in Melbourne and the 
Year 10s completed their Work Experience. From all 
reports these activities have been positive. 
 
This year we had 91 students placed for Work 
Experience with students travelling from Kerang to 
Melbourne, Peterborough to Gippsland and a number 
of other venues throughout Victoria. The reports that I 
have received have been very good. I congratulate 
those who represented our school. The feedback that 
has been forwarded to Mercy from employers has 
been glowing. 
 
I remind students to return their Work Experience 
Book so they can be credited with successfully 
completing their week of WE, these books are required 
by Friday the 1st March. If there are any concerns, 
students have been asked to catch up with me. 

O’Keeffe Campus Report 
Mr. Tony Wynd 
 
After a really busy start to the year the Year 7’s have 
settled in to their first few full weeks of school 
activities very well. It certainly has been very busy!  
Swimming trials, school mass, swimming sports and 
the welcome BBQ made the first week fly buy. 
 
The camp at Bridgewater went very well with all 
students taking part in the activities provided with 
great gusto. It was great to see all the teachers both 
young and old joining in as well- in sandboarding, 
canoeing and caving. 
 
The caving was a personal challenge for young and 
old, as the spaces we had to get through were quite 
tight, especially for those of us who are older and 
bigger! 
 
The Year 8’s have made an extremely positive start 
and I’d like to thank them for the positive example and 
tone that they have set from day one. The junior 
school participation in the swimming sports was 
excellent and it was good to see students having a go. 
 
The year 7 iPad roll out has taken place this week with 
much excitement, and we look forward to the students 
using these as a positive tool in their learning. Much 
work has been done by junior teachers and I’d like to 
thank Fiona Sargeant and the IT boys in their role as 
support for both teachers and students. 
 
We have had some issues with bus travel and 
student’s behaviour on them. Just a reminder that 
where seatbelts are fitted they must be worn. We have 
had a number of students not following the driver’s 
instructions on this issue. Refusal to comply with their 
instructions may mean that they forgo the right to 
travel on the bus for a length of time. I have spoken 
to the year 7’s about this and they understand our 
expectations on this matter. 
 
School photos are happening on March 13. We request 
that all students are neatly groomed in accordance 
with the school’s guidelines which are in the diary. 
Your support in this matter would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Starting on Thursday 28th Feb, we will again be 
running after school classes for any students who 
would like some extra help in the area of mathematics, 
or may want a little extra help with homework, these 
classes were very successful last year . They will be 
every Thursday from now on. Classes start at 3.20 and 
conclude at 4pm. For students who have training for 
Power teams it means that they can still get to training 
in plenty of time. 
 
The classes will be run by Mr. Wynd and if you would 
like your child to attend please let the O’Keeffe office 
know. 
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Sports Report 
Stacey Hillman 
 
Term 1 has already been very busy on the sporting 
calendar. The College swimming carnival day proved 
to be a very successful one with perfect weather and 
all students participating. Frayne once again showed 
their dominance winning the overall shield. The 
teacher vs. student race was won by the teachers 
despite the year 12's best effort to cheat. 
 
Thank you to all who were involved in the day, in 
particular the PE staff. 
 
Age group champions: 
U/13 Kate Gaut & Scott Carlin 
U/14 Hannah Justin & Lachie Davis 
U/15 Mollie Gaut & Sean Darcy 
U/16 Haylee Davis & Jack Williams 
U/17 Dana Rhode & Ben Saunders 
U/20 Kayla Spicer & Matthew Conroy 
 
The HSSSD swimming carnival was another successful 
day for MRC, winning the Junior, Intermediate, Senior 
and overall shields. 61 students competed on the day 
with 5 age group champions. These being: Hannah 
Justin, Sean Darcy, Jack Williams, Kalya Spicer and 
Matthew Conroy. 
 
Thanks to those staff who assisted on the day and the 
parents who came to cheer the team on. About 30 
students with converge on the South West Zone 
swimming carnival on Friday 15th March. 
 
 
 
Year 9 & 10 Mathematics eBooks 
Mrs. Leanne Carpenter 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Middle School) 
 
It has come to my attention that not all Year 9 & 10 
students have purchased the new Australian 
Curriculum Maths Quest eBook for mathematics. This 
was a new resource for 2013 which brings us in line 
with the National Curriculum for mathematics, which 
has been phased in over recent years. Hence students 
who acquired a second hand text book will have the 
wrong book. If your child does not have the new 
correct Mathematics eBook please contact 
Warrnambool books and place an order ASAP.(eBooks 
listed below) Should there be any reason why this is 
not possible please contact the school to enable us to 
assist you with any issues you may have regarding the 
purchase of this book. 
 
MATHEMATICS QUEST 9 for the Australian Curriculum 
eBook 
OR 
MATHEMATICS QUEST 10 + 10A for the Australian 
Curriculum eBook 
 

Year 7 Camp Report 
By Nina Harris & Louis Johnstone 
 
Monday 11th February, class 7A and 7C left for Cape 
Bridgewater from O’Keeffe campus. Around snack time 
we stopped at the Giant Yambuk slide to eat and 
stretch. Already it looked to be beautiful weather for 
the long day ahead. 
 
We then made our way to Swan Lake, where we ate 
our lunch and participated in sand boarding. Our 
instructor Daniel taught us to use a proper sand board. 
The dunes were amazing and we had a fabulous time. 
 
After sand boarding we went to our camp located in 
Cape Bridgewater and settled in to our cabins. Then 
we all gathered in the hall to munch down our 
sausages and hamburgers. We all got onto the bus 
after tea to travel down to the beach and then to walk 
along the freezing pier. By the time we got back on 
the bus to go back to the camp we were all worn out. 
Mr. Moloney and Mr. Harkin then organized some get 
to know one another games. It was a very fun but 
tiring day. After our game time it was shower time 
then bedtime. Lights out by 11.00. 
 
The next morning everybody was up by 7.30 to 
organise for the next day’s activities. We all trudged 
down to the hall sleepily and hungry for the beautiful 
bacon and eggs that the wonderful cooks had served 
up for us. 
 
We were then put into groups of house colours ready 
to go to our destination. Tindley were up for beach 
activities first. The activities included beach cricket, 
beach soccer and beach volleyball. All very fun indeed. 
First up for caving was Ryan where we were each 
strapped into safety helmets with torches on them. 
The instructor led us down into the dark dampness of 
the cave. Once we were inside we had to crawl, climb, 
roll and walk around. It was the greatest experience 
ever! Markey and Frayne had canoeing and raft 
making ahead. We all learnt how to use the oars and 
how to successfully make a raft without it sinking, 
although it took 3 or 4 times to actually make it 
without it falling apart!  Once all the groups had 
finished we all rotated around. In the middle of all that 
we had lunch which was a snitzel sandwich. 
 
At about 4.00 we were driven to the Portland heated 
pool and slide were everyone had a marvelous time. 
We then got back on the bus and we were driven back 
to the camp where we ate spaghetti bolognaise for 
tea. Then we rugged up and sat down to watch the 
movie Transylvania hotel in the old chapel. It was 
extremely funny. 
 
Then it was bed time, we were all very tired. The 
teachers woke us up at 6.30 so then we were able to 
pack up before breakfast.  We ate then we set off on 
the bus to the start of on our long journey. The bus 
dropped us off at the beginning of the 7 km trek. Then 
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we set off. We started at the Petrified Forest and 
walked around the cliffs edge then ended back up at 
the beach. We ate our lunch then we played on the 
beach for a while, then it was time to go home. We 
stopped at the toilets in Port Fairy and stretched our 
legs on the park then we arrived back at the Mercy 
campus for the normal bus home. It was the best 
camp ever. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
TERM 1 
 
Friday 01 March 
* Guest speakers at O'Keeffe - World Day of Prayer 
 
Monday 04 March 
* Presentation Ball Training 
 
Tuesday 05 March 
* MRC Athletics 
 
Wednesday 06 March 
* Presentation Ball training 
 
Monday 11 March 
* Labour Day public holiday 
 
Wednesday 13 March 
* School Photos 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Year 11 Excursion - Party Program at the Alfred 
* Presentation Ball training 
 
Thursday 14 March 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Year 11 Excursion - Party Program at the Alfred 
* Outdoor Ed Surf Camp 
 
Friday 15 March 
* Outdoor Ed Surf Camp 
* GW Swimming 
 
Sunday 17 March 
* Catholic Education Week begins 
 
Monday 18 March 
* P/T Online bookings open at 9.00 am 
* Year 9 Retreat 
* Outdoor Ed Excursion Sovereign Hill 
* Presentation Ball training 
 
Tuesday 19 March 
* Year 7 Retreat 
* MRC Board AGM and General meeting 7:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 20 March 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Presentation Ball training 
 
Thursday 21 March 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Outdoor Ed Scuba Diving Port Fairy 
 
22 March 
* Close the Gap Day 
* MRC Presentation Ball 
* No Year 11 students at school 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


