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ISSUE 4-1           Friday, 18th October, 2013 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education 

in the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2013 
Through the Mercy tradition we support, acknowledge and strive for personal excellence and achievement. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This week, all Mercy Regional College students and 
staff plus a number of parents and friends came 
together in the de Chantal Stadium to celebrate the 
investiture of the 2014 Mercy Year 12 student leaders.  
This important and symbolic occasion culminated in 
next year’s College Captains, Laura Justin and Tom 
Cheslett (pictured below on the left) reciting the 
following pledge on behalf of the leaders as a group. I 
offer it as our prayer: 
 
As the group who have been elected by our peers (and 
staff) to play a leadership role in the school, 
We pledge our support to the students, 
Staff and the wider community of Mercy Regional 
College. 
We promise to do our best to uphold the ideals of the 
school. 
We undertake to carry out our responsibility and the 
leadership responsibilities entrusted to us. 
We believe that through a spirit of cooperation, each 
person can realize their true potential and come to 
know what it is that is truly important in life. 
We ask for your support and for God’s help, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to carry out faithfully 
what we have promised this day. 
 

 

 
 
Mercy Regional College 40th Anniversary 
Celebrations 
As this is the first newsletter of term, I again wish to 
highlight the major celebrations planned for the 
weekend of 16th and 17th November to recognize the 
40th anniversary of Mercy Regional College.  Much 
work is underway to make the three key events across 
the weekend as successful as possible and I 
encourage all current members of the Mercy 
community to note the dates in your diaries so that 
you are able to join us for all or part of the 
celebrations. I also ask community members to 
mention the celebrations to any friends or past 
members of the Mercy Regional College / Catholic 
Regional College communities as the weekend 
provides a wonderful opportunity for old Collegians to 
return to the school, tour the buildings and catch up 
with old friends and schoolmates. 
 
A special invitation for community members who wish 
to join us at the special 40th anniversary dinner to be 
held on the Saturday evening.  This dinner will be held 
at the 5 Star Function Centre in Camperdown with a 
three course meal and music starting at 7:30pm, our 
guest speaker will be Professor Michael Ryan (Mercy 
class of 1982 and dux of the College in 1987) as well 
as short talks from a number of other past students 
and staff. Tickets are $50 per head and can be 
ordered through the College. 
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This weekend sees the 1973 foundation classes 
coming together to celebrate 40 years since they 
arrived at Catholic Regional College – we wish them all 
the best for the weekend’s celebrations. 
 
2014 Presentation Ball 
Last week, I wrote to the families of all 2014 Year 11 
students outlining the ticketing arrangements for next 
year’s Presentation Ball. The 2014 Ball is significant as 
it includes, for the first time, the increased student 
numbers resulting from four homeroom classes and 
required the Presentation Ball committee to review 
arrangements so that up to 100 students per year 
level could be accommodated. 
 
This review concluded that the most appropriate result 
was to continue to run the Mercy Presentation Ball at 
Glenormiston College on a single night (next year, it 
will Friday 28th March) but families will be eligible for 
five tickets per student in the Ball. Some extra tickets 
will be available for large families or in special 
circumstances. 
 
The Presentation Ball committee plans to hold an 
information evening for parents and students next 
month. 
 
End of formal classes for Year 12 students 
Next Wednesday heralds the final day for the 2013 
Year 12 group and will be marked by our annual 
celebration of Mercy’s Got Talent and the Year 12 
students’ final assembly and performance. I look 
forward to both of these special events and the 
affirmation they provide of the wonderful things 
offered here at Mercy. 
 
We also look forward to the Year 12 as a group 
maintaining a mature and effective focus on their 
classes and studies until Wednesday and then bringing 
this maturity and respect to Wednesday’s celebrations. 
 
Staff news 
Congratulations to a number of Mercy staff on 
significant developments in their family circumstances: 
 To Darren and Leah Cheeseman and their boys 

on the arrival of Theo Lindsay last Friday 11th 
October; 

 
 To James and Chelsea Castles and their children 

on the arrival of Margot Lorna on Thursday; 
 
 Mrs. Sarah Gellie will be taking 12 months leave 

from Mercy in 2014 with the appointment of her 
husband, James as the new coach of the Noosa 
AFL side; 

 
 Mrs Kym Penry will be taking extended leave from 

August 2014 as she and her children join her 
husband, John in the United States where he is 
undertaking doctoral studies. 

 

Student Activities 
A large number of activities involving many students 
have occurred in recent weeks: 
 
 The second Battlefields tour returned in the 

holidays after a most successful ten days in 
France, Belgium and the UK.  Congratulations to 
all staff, students and other members of the 
College community who were involved and 
especially to Mr Lachie Lee for his leadership and 
knowledge in this area. 

 
 As mentioned above, most VCE students are 

starting the serious build up towards VCAA exams 
with an important part of this preparation were 
the October trial exams that students completed 
in the last two weeks.  Thanks to Mrs Jenny 
Phillips and the other senior staff who organised 
this program. 

 
 Students at Year 8 & 9 have undertaken camps in 

the last week with Year 8 students travelling to 
Anglesea and Year 9 students based in Melbourne 
for three days. 

 
 Well done to the Year 9 – 11 Dance students who 

performed as part of last week’s Mercy Dance 
evening in the Stadium.  Special congratulations 
to the Unit 3-4 students who followed this 
performance with their VCAA Dance Performance 
exams last Friday. 

 
 Congratulations to all students who participated in 

last Monday’s GW District Athletics in Ballarat and 
the SW region’s clay target competition in 
Warrnambool.  Despite poor weather conditions, 
both teams acquitted themselves well. 

 
 Congratulations to all students, staff and parents 

who were involved in the two events that 
culminated this year’s Mercy Running Club: the 
Lake-to-Lake Fun Run on October 4th and the 
Melbourne Marathon Festival this weekend. 

 
 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
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Battlefields Tour 2013 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 
The Battlefields Tour party of 20 students and 9 adults 
left Melbourne on 13th September. We began our tour 
with three nights in Paris and while in that wonderful 
city we visited the Palace of Versailles, climbed the 
Eiffel Tower, saw the Mona Lisa and the Venus de Milo 
at the Louvre and marvelled at this fantastic city. We 
were all impressed with Paris and we made sure that 
we had some souvenirs to take away as reminders of 
our visit. One highlight of our visit to Versailles was to 
visit an exhibition of paintings in a separate part of the 
complex which featured dramatic events in the reign 
of Napoleon Bonaparte. 
 
After leaving Paris we travelled to Amiens which is a 
major city in northern France and which was central to 
the Australian experience in France in the First World 
War. On our way we visited the Second Australian 
Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin the site of that 
division’s attack in September 1918. This attack was 
very successful   but is often forgotten in Australia 
today. Here we also began our little pilgrimages with a 
visit to Ascension Wood near Peronne where Tania 
Bruckner spoke about her grandfather, Doug 
Blackburn, who won a Military Medal here in 1918. 
 
We visited Villers Bretonneux the site of the Australian 
War memorial in France. At this place the Australians 
conducted a brilliant attack in April 1918 which helped 
to turn the Germans back after their great attack 
which attempted to take Amiens and win the war in a 
great concerted offensive in March and April. Villers 
Bretonneux is the central site of Australian 
commemoration in France and as such we are always 
welcomed by the citizens of this little community. We 
also visited the Victoria School in the town. At the 
memorial several of our students looked up the soldier 
that they had studied and at the Adelaide Cemetery 
we visited the grave of the Unknown Soldier from 
which his body was disinterred and taken to Australia 
for reburial in the War Memorial in Canberra. 
 
While on the Somme battlefields we included visits to 
the sites of the First Day of the Somme, 1st July 1916, 
and visits to Pozieres, Pozieres Windmill and Mouquet 
Farm which were central to Australia’s great part in the 
Battle of the Somme. Australia had about 23,000 
casualties here in a six or seven week period in 1916. 
We were quite astonished to see other reminders of 
the war. At Mont St Quentin we saw the remains of a 
shell-the fuse- still embedded in an old brick wall and 
at Serre, one of the sites of the 1st July 1916, we saw 
three unexploded shells left in the corner of a field 
where the farmer had left them after discovering them 
during ploughing. Also at Serre, our guide Mike Peters, 
helped us to imagine the horrors of battle as we stood 
in the remains of the trenches held by the Accrington 
Pals battalion on 1st July 1916. 
 

Later, we visited AIF Burial Ground, at Flers and 
Georgia Buchholz led us through the story of Major 
George Nicholas, her ancestor who was killed on the 
14th November 1916. He won the DSO for his actions 
at Pozieres when he attacked an enemy machine gun.  
He was only 29 years old. He is an example of the 
dreadful loss to Australia’s future that was a result of 
the war. 
 
Our next destination was Ypres in Belgium. On the 
way we visited Guards Cemetery at Ginchy. At Ginchy 
we also visited the grave of Edward Sadler who was 
killed in January 1917 aged 23. His brother was also 
killed in 1917, leaving an indelible stain on the life of 
the family in Kolora. The Sadler are the ancestors of 
many in our school. Haley Turner spoke of her 
ancestor, Ralph Turner of 5th Australian Pioneer 
Battalion who was killed on 9th March 1917. We 
travelled via Bullecourt and Fromelles to Ypres. This 
place was the site of three great offensives in the First 
World War. The Third Battle of Ypres or Passchendaele 
was fought here in 1917 and all the Australian 
Divisions were involved at one point or another. Here 
we visited Nine Elms Cemetery where Emma Lucas 
spoke about her ancestor John Lacey Justin. She is the 
first of her family to have visited the grave and he 
experience was full of emotion for all of us. Tom Grant 
spoke of his great-great grandfather who served at Hill 
60 as a tunneller. He was gassed, lost a lung and died 
at the age of 103 and is buried in Woorndoo; a great 
story. Kate Kenna spoke about John McKellar who is 
buried at the beautiful Bedford House Cemetery near 
Ypres. 
 
We attended the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin 
Gate and laid a wreath on behalf of our school. The 
Year 11 students in our group lay the wreath at the 
appropriate time and Jennifer Rowan from Year 11 
was asked to sing Advance Australia Fair. As she sang 
unaccompanied, a gentle murmuring of the song 
passed around the gate area. A most emotional 
moment for all who were there. We visited Bruges in 
Belgium and then to London for three nights where we 
also visited Windsor and Oxford. In the following 
weeks’ newsletters we will have student contributions 
about the trip. For me it was a wonderful and uplifting 
experience which showed the strength of interest that 
still exists in the Great War for our young people. 
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Middle School News 
Mr. Ben Brisbane 
 
Middle school like all parts of Mercy Regional College 
has been a very busy place over the last few weeks. 
Students have been eagerly juggling sporting finals, 
assessment tasks, camps and upcoming preparation 
for exams. This will not change for another month, but 
we are all looking forward to a little break over 
Melbourne Cup weekend. 
 
Students in Year 9 and 10 have all made the transition 
from winter uniform to summer uniform very well. 
There are still a few cases of students not wearing the 
correct footwear and other little items but they can be 
easily rectified. We are still officially waiting for 
summer to arrive so I suggest that students dress 
appropriately until that occurs. In preparation for 
summer and from now onwards students must wear 
their school hat when out in the sun. Hats are 
currently available from the uniform shop and it will be 
an expectation that they have this to play outside. Our 
policy is built around a concern for our students in the 
future in relation to skin cancer and melanoma. 
 

The annual Year 9 camp to Melbourne was held last 
week and was a very enjoyable experience for staff 
and students. A number of activities were undertaken 
and as I have done so in person I would like to thank 
all the Year 9 students for bringing the right attitudes 
to make the camp the success it was. Other than some 
inclement weather on Thursday and some students 
miss-judging some meeting times all went well and all 
came home safely. I hope your child bought 
something home from the Queen Victoria Market. 
(Below is a report from some of the students on how 
the camp panned out). 
 
The upcoming weeks are going to be busy. There will 
be some anxious students around. Hopefully we can 
prepare them well and that we all finish the school 
year off on a positive. Good luck to the following 
recipients of the Middle School Term awards so far this 
year. The Term 3 recipients will be announced next 
week and a winner of the Middle School Award from 
each year level will be presented at our last assembly 
of the year. 
 
These are the students so far: 
 
Year 10 
 Jonathan Benallack 
 Georgia Buchholz 
 Tyler Mungean 
 Grace Lucas 

 
Year 9 
 Jacoba Mungean 
 Alistar Huth 
 Meg Lenehan 
 William O’Brien 

 
Also, well done to Sebastian Hulme who received the 
Junior Sportstar of the Month Award from the 
Corangamite Sportsmen’s Club for his efforts in the 
sport of Soccer. 
 
Good luck to all in the concluding weeks and looking 
forward to a successful finish and the fast approaching 
festive season. 
 
 
 
Year 9 Camp Student Report 
By: James Halloran, Lachie Spicer and Jack Atkins 
 
On Wednesday morning all the Year 9 students 
headed to Melbourne for the Year 9 Melbourne Camp. 
 
When we got there we visited the old Melbourne Gaol. 
We had our packed lunch and couple of minutes free 
time before splitting into groups to start our tour. The 
groups saw where Ned Kelly was hung and the court 
rooms were his trial was held, all the students enjoyed 
this experience. We then went to our accommodation 
at Urban Central which was in South Melbourne. After 
having a rest we walked to Southbank and went to the 
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Blue Train restaurant for tea where we had pizza and 
soft drink. After dinner we set off for MSAC 
(Melbourne Aquatic Centre) pool where we split up 
into three groups and did different activities. One 
group was on a big inflatable obstacle course, the 
second was in the wave pool and the third was on the 
waterside. We spent about three hours at the pool 
which was great fun, then headed back to our 
accommodation for the night. 
 
The next day after breakfast we went to the MCG for a 
full guided tour of the grounds and the sports 
museum. We walked down to the Yarra River and 
boarded a boat cruise which showed us through the 
docks and the city returning to Federation Square for 
lunch. The teachers met us at the Melbourne Museum 
at 2:50pm where we walked for a while looking at all 
the different exhibits. We visited the Academy of Mary 
Immaculate where a lady talked to us about the 
history of the school. We had dinner in Lygon Street 
that night and then went to Medibank Icehouse where 
we spent about 3 hours ice skating, all the students 
had a great time, we thought it was the funniest part 
of the camp. 
 
The next day we packed our bags, loaded them onto 
the bus and went to the Queen Victoria Market where 
we had two hours free time before taking the long 
journey back to the quiet town of Camperdown. 
Overall the camp was very enjoyable and was a great 
experience. 
 
 
2014 Induction of School Leaders 
Mr. Luke Bourchier 
 
On Tuesday, the whole school gathered in the stadium 
to thank and recognise the student leaders from 2013, 
and to pass the baton of leadership to those elected 
for 2014. In a formal ceremony, leaders from 2013 
passed the light of leadership from the Mercy candle to 
individual candles for each of the leaders for 2014. 
The light represented the love and enthusiasm these 
students have for the school. 
 
Leadership is a challenging job at times, but very 
rewarding. I would like to personally congratulate our 
school leaders for this year on all they have achieved, 
which is not always grand events (such as the Lake 2 
Lake Fun Run) but more often behind-the-scenes work 
to keep their peers focused, and to welcome the 
incoming leaders for the year to come. I am excited to 
see what this new group of capable students can 
achieve. 
 
I would encourage all students to consider leadership 
in the future as a great way to develop teamwork and 
initiative. 

 
Father Matthew blessing the 2014 Student 
Leaders. 
 
 

 
 
2013 Captains Louis Hickey and Genevieve Lee 
(on the right) passing the candles to the 2014 
College Captains Laura Justin and Tom Cheslett. 
 
 

 
2013 Student Leaders 
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VCE DANCE 
Freya Egberts - Teacher of Dance 
 
Thank you to all who attended the VCE Dance Evening 
on Monday 7th October. The night was a great success 
and proved to be wonderful preparation for the four 
Unit 4 students (pictured below) who underwent the 
VCE Dance Performance Exam in Melbourne on Friday. 
My appreciation goes to all who were involved in the 
set-up as the stadium looked amazing. 
 
Thanks also to Unit 2 students Victoria Conroy, 
Martinique McKenzie, Kia Rethus and Isabelle Corneby 
who worked the music in the performance and in 
exam room for these students, and to Mrs. Sue 
Johnson for also attending the overnight excursion. 
 
With our vehicle acquiring a flat tyre and having to be 
towed, Sue’s amazing help and support over the two 
days was more than normally asked of a parent 
helper. 
 
 

 
 
Pictured Left to right:  Bethany O’Sullivan, Leah 
Veenstra, Lucy Johnson and Lydia Conheady 
 
Well done, Ladies. 
 
 
 
 
 
SpinChat Guest Speaker 
Mrs. Fiona Sargeant 
 
Year 7 students were visited by Josh Hose, 
representing the SpinChat program. This organisation 
aims to encourage students to consider the possible 
consequences of risk-taking behaviours in order to 
reduce the incidence of new spinal cord injuries. 
 
Josh is also a member of our greater Mercy family, 
having been a past student. His good humour and 
straight forward approach struck a chord with the 
students. They were thoroughly engaged in his 
presentation and many students waited patiently to 
hold Josh's gold medal. 

Class Report 7A 
On Friday 11th October Josh Hose came to speak to 
the Year 7 students at the O'Keefe campus in Noorat. 
 
He spoke to the students about his life journey to 
becoming a Para-Olympian. We heard about his 
horrific car accident that caused him to have a C6 and 
C7 spinal injury. He was put into an induced coma for 
three weeks, followed by several months of ongoing 
rehabilitation. 
 
For the last four years Josh has been busy training and 
competing for Australia in Wheelchair Rugby. One of 
his proudest moments was receiving the gold medal in 
front of his family and friends in London in 2012. He is 
currently training for the world championships in 
Denmark in 2014. 
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Careers Information 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Scholarship Opportunities for Year 12 Students 
 
The Francis Gregory Scholarships 
The Francis Gregory Foundation provides scholarships 
of $ 6000 per year, for the duration of an 
undergraduate degree, to a student undertaking 
University study. The student must currently be in 
Year 12 and be from a farming family, whose main 
income is derived from primary production. 
For further information, including eligibility criteria and 
application forms, please email: 
info@francisgregory.org.au or phone: (03) 5625 4177, 
or see Mrs. Phillips. 
 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Scholarships 
Are available to regional and rural students to assist 
them with study related expenses in the first years of 
tertiary education. Applications for these scholarships 
open on 2nd December, with eligibility criteria and 
further information available from 
www.bendigoadelaide.com.au/scholarships. 
 
C.A.S. Hawker Scholarship 
Perpetuates the memory of scholar, soldier and 
pastoralist Charles Allan Seymour and commemorates 
his achievements. All Australian students are eligible to 
apply for these scholarships. Applications open 
Monday 9th December and close on Friday 3rd 
January. Information about the scholarships and the 
application forms are available at 
www.hawkerscholarship.org 
 
Federation University Australia Scholarships (Formally 
University of Ballarat) 
There are twenty Scholarships to be awarded each 
year, each valued at $2,000.00, which are open to 
Year 12 students at invited schools in the Central 
Highlands, Wimmera, Loddon, Barwon, Mallee, 
Western District, and Gippsland Regions, as defined by 
Federation University Australia. Students wishing to 
nominate themselves for a FedUni scholarship must 
obtain the Student Nomination & Application form 
from Mrs. Phillips and submit this to Dr. Egberts 
As part of their nomination, students are required to 
outline in 400 words, or less their attributes in the 
areas of: 

 Contribution to their school; and 
 Contribution to their community. 

 
The nomination and application forms will need to be 
submitted to Dr. Egberts by this coming Monday 21st 
October as the timeline for this process is very short. 
The Principal can only endorse the application of one 
student from their school. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemistry Quiz Results 2013 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Each year all students studying VCE Chemistry 
participate in the National Chemistry Quiz, which is 
held in late July. The Science Faculty also offers this 
opportunity to the Year 9 & 10 students who have 
achieved the highest marks in the mid-year Science 
Exam and taken part in the National Science 
Competition. The Quiz gives these students the 
opportunity to complete against others students 
throughout Australia in the same year level and is also 
another opportunity for them to sit an externally set 
exam. Congratulations to all the students who availed 
themselves of this opportunity and participated in the 
Quiz. Well done everyone. 
 
Credits 
Year 9 – Julian Hill 
Year 11 – Joseph Arundell 
Year 12 – Paige Gibson 
 
Distinctions 
Year 10 – Jack Williams 
Year 11 – Brodie Hill 
Year 12 – Zachary O’Flynn 
 
High Distinctions 
Year 11 – Thomas Cheslett 
Year 12 – Rachael Gibson, Daniel Leversha 
 
 
Year 7 & 8 Cricket Report 
Mr. Matt Harkin 
 
On Wednesday a group of eager and excited Year 7s 
and 8s headed to Warrnambool for a day of cricket. 
Students represented the college very well, displaying 
a great amount of skill and sportsmanship. On the day 
we had some mixed results. 
 
The Year 7 boys and Year 8 girls lead marvellously by 
Joe Kingston and Emily Field tried really hard all day. 
Unfortunately not all the results went their way but 
they had fun participating. Although the Year 7 girls, 
guided by Lachie Waters, didn't win a game, they still 
managed to make the final due to being one of only 
two teams in the competition. They remained true to 
form in the final and were unfortunately defeated, 
ensuring they remained consistent for the day. Story 
of the day goes to the Year 8 boys who not only won 
the final, but did so in impressive style. After finishing 
a tie in the final, it all came down to a 'bowl off' to 
determine the winner. They Mercy boys managed to 
hold their nerve and defeat Warrnambool College, 
much to their delight. 
 
This now means the boys will compete in the state 
championships in November! A great effort considering 
the tough opposition on the day. 
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Melbourne Marathon 
Report: Annie Moloney Olivia Hickey & Jasmine Hickey 
 
Earlier this week a group of 60 students and staff 
members travelled to Melbourne to complete the 
Melbourne Marathon. Preparation for the Melbourne 
marathon occurred every Wednesday in the running 
club of the school term. We travelled to Melbourne at 
12 o'clock on Saturday to stay with one of our major 
sponsors Amora hotel. With the help of our other 
sponsors we were able to go out for dinner, go to the 
movies and stay the night in Melbourne (which we 
greatly appreciated). This enabled us as a group to 
celebrate a great year of the Mercy Running Club. 
With the majority of us running in the 10 km event it 
was an early start to the day, with the event 
commencing at 7:30am. Others ran in the 5.7km race 
at 11am which was cut short due to flooding in the 
Melbourne CBD. 
 
Elle price, Willy Keough and Joe Kingston completed 
the half marathon starting at 8:00am and finishing 
under 2 hours, they were extremely happy with their 
times as well the group. With 33,000 participants 
completing the Melbourne marathon we were very 
impressed and proud of everyone's efforts. We could 
never have had this great experience without the 
organisation and commitment from Berni Sinnott and 
Jimma Castles, and the weekly help from Mel 
Kavanagh, Emily field, Paul Kingston, Leesa Thornton 
and Claire O'Connor. Thank you to everyone. 
 

 
 
 
Sports Report 
Stacey Hillman 
 
On Monday we had 30+ students brave the wintery 
conditions in Ballarat to participate in the Greater 
Western Zone Athletics held at Llanberris Reserve. All 
students should be very proud of their achievements 
on the day and our abilities were clearly shown with 
some outstanding results. The following students 
placed in the top 3 in their events and received medals 
on the day. Claudia Lee and Lachie Bone will now 
progress onto the State Finals to be held at Albert Park 

Complex on Tuesday October 22nd. Well done to 
everyone and best of luck Claudia and Lachie. 
 
List of placegetters 
Courtney Stevens: 3rd shot put  
Lachie Bone: 1st javelin  
Libby Moloney: 3rd high jump 
Scott Carlin: 3rd discus 
Ben Saunders: 3rd 800m 
Courtney Stevens 2nd discus 
Dom Cunningham: 3rd javelin 
Lachie Bone: 3rd long jump 
Zac Green: 2nd long jump 
Sean Darcy: 3rd shot put 
Claudia Lee: 2nd 1500m 
Under 15 Boyd relay: 3rd 
 
The term is quickly filling up. Over the next few weeks 
we will have lots of students out competing in events 
for the College. 
 
We had 32 students participate in the Super 8's cricket 
for 7 & 8s on Wednesday. 
 
The Shooting team are travelling around the state 
competing over the coming weeks. 
 
A basketball and tennis tournament for 7 & 8s is 
coming up in week 4. 
 
Joe Kingston and Nick Krybolder will be cycling at the 
State event on 25th October. 
 
Years 9 & 10 get to show their cricket abilities on 31st 
October 
 
A group of students will be competing in the Inter-
school Motor Cross tournament in Allansford on 1st 
November, and the Junior Table Tennis team will 
compete on 11th November. 
 
Wishing all of those students competing in these 
events the best of luck. 
 
 
English Competition 
Mrs. Kym Penry 
 
Many students from Years 7-11 recently received their 
results for the University of New South Wales English 
Competition. This is an annual competition which tests 
students on literacy, vocabulary and grammar, 
providing individual scores which can be compared 
more widely to year level averages. 183 students 
participated, yielding some very pleasing results 
including 1 High Distinction, 7 Distinction Certificates 
and 30 Credit Certificates. 
 
Special mention should go to Brodie Hill (HD), Joseph 
Arundell, Olivia Reed, Ebony Reynolds, Josh Rowan, 
Sebastian Conheady, Tara Suri and Luke Lenehan (D). 
Congratulations! 
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Library News 
Mrs. Maureen O’Loughlan – Library Manager 
 
To celebrate the success of the 2013 Victorian 
Premier's Reading Challenge, an enrichment day has 
been planned for the participants on Friday 1st 
November. Reaching the grand total of 1,283 books 
was a fantastic achievement by the challengers and 
we congratulate them! 
 
This week we welcome to Mercy - WORLD BOOK 
ONLINE! To access this wonderful new resource: 
Go to MRC Home page 
Select School 
Select Library 
Select World Book Online 
Click on link 
Usename: mercy3260 
Password: library 
 
Students may then use the World Book that is most 
suited to their needs. Access is also available from 
home. Please take some time to explore - there will be 
something for everyone! 
 
The library has been abuzz with Year 12 students 
busily completing units of study and many practice 
exams. Staff willingly assist both during school and 
after, and with exams only a matter of weeks away, 
there is an air of urgency. I wish them well, both with 
exams and life after Year 12. Remember - the harder 
you work, the luckier you get! 
 
I invite you to enjoy this book review completed by 
Brianna Gass, 7A. Thanks Brianna and well done!  
 
 
Book Review 
“The Last Thirteen by James Phelan” 
 
This book is about a boy named Sam, 
who was kidnapped from school and 
taken hostage. Eva’s dream came true 
and happened just as she had planned 
it. Does this mean that Sam’s will too? 
With the help of the Academy, Sam can 
change the future for better or for 
worse – or can he? Will too many lives 
be lost along the way? Sam is one of the last thirteen 
and he has a battle on his hands. 
 
This is the first book in a series of 13 books. I enjoyed 
reading this book because it was really hard to guess 
what would happen next and had many twists and 
turns. The conclusion was near impossible to predict 
and turned out completely different to what I was 
expecting. I can’t wait for the next book! 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 

 
Parents are reminded school fee 

accounts are now overdue: 
 

Due date was 
Friday, 20th September, 2013 

 
This excludes those that are on a 

payment plan. 
 

Payment is to be made by one of the 
following options: 

 
 Cash / Cheque / Credit Card in 
person at the McAuley Campus 
office. 
 
 Cheque / Credit Card 
notification by mail. 
 
 Direct Credit into NAB account 
in person at a branch or via 
Internet Banking. 
 

School Bank Account details 
are as follows: 

 
National Australia Bank 
BSB number:  083-526 

Account number: 528899931 
 
Thank you to all parents who have met 
the deadline already and to those who 

will after completing their payment 
plans. 

 
Mrs. Lynn Wadley 
Business Manager 
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TERM 4 
 
Tuesday 22 October 
* State Athletics 
 
Wednesday 23 October 
* Year 12 Final day - Assembly and Mercy's Got Talent 
 
Thursday 24 October 
* Seeds of Justice Retreat 
 
Friday 25 October 
* Seeds of Justice Retreat 
 
Monday 28 October 
* Term 4 Sports Day 
 
Tuesday 29 October 
* Immunisations (All Year 7, Year 9 Boys, Year 10 
Catchup) 
 
Wednesday 30 October 
* Outdoor Ed Bushwalking Camp 
* VCAA Exams begin 
 
Thursday 31 October 
* OE Bushwalking Camp 
 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Cobden Amateur Swimming Club 
Season 2013/14 (starts late November) 
Cobden Outdoor Swimming Pool. 
Please express your interest by booking your child in. 
Bookings and enquiries to: 
Tracy Hickey 0439 952 014 
Raylene Hallyburton 0448 951 566 
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CAR RAFFLE ROSTER 2013 
 

 

 
 


