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ISSUE 4-2           Friday, 1st November, 2013 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education 

in the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2013 
Through the Mercy tradition we support, acknowledge and strive for personal excellence and achievement. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today and tomorrow are sacred days in the Christian 
liturgical year with November 1st recognising All Saints 

and November 2nd recognising All Souls. The Feast of 
All Souls is an opportunity for us to remember in our 

thoughts, words and prayers, loved ones who are no 
longer with us.  Our prayer today was one of the most 

commonly recited in times past but has to some 

degree fallen into disuse, this is unfortunate as it does 
capture the essence of All Souls Day. 

 
Eternal Rest 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 
 

Mercy Regional College 40th Anniversary 
Only two weeks until the big weekend of celebrations 

to mark the 40th Anniversary of the founding of Mercy 
Regional College. Many plans are in place across the 

three parts of the weekend: the campus openings at 

O’Keeffe Campus and McAuley Campus and the 40th 
Anniversary Mercy Dinner at the Camperdown Football 

Netball Club on the Saturday evening. I encourage 
anyone thinking of coming to any or all of the three 

events to contact the College on 5593 2011 to RSVP.  
Full details can be found on the attached flyer. 

 

One of the greatest strength of Mercy Regional College 
and one that I am always celebrating when we have 

visitors to the schools is the pride and sense of 
ownership of that the College community has for all 

that we stand for. The weekend of 16th & 17th 

November provides a wonderful opportunity for us to 
celebrate proudly. 

 

Mercy Mass of Thanksgiving and Awards 
Night 
The College’s End of Year Mass and Awards night 
always provides a wonderful opportunity for the 

College community to come together, reflect on the 
successes and achievements of the year and recognise 

those students and staff who have achieved excellence 
in their studies and broader endeavours. This year, the 

Mass and Awards night has been brought forward a 
few days to allow more students and families to be 

present – it will be held on Thursday 5th December 
starting at 7.00 pm at St Thomas’ Parish Church, 

Terang. 

 

Mercy Regional College Teacher of the Year 
One highlight of last Year’s Awards Night was the 
presentation of the inaugural Mercy Regional College 

Teacher of the Year Award to Mr. Justin Staunton and 

this year I look forward to continuing this tradition. I 
encourage all members of the College community to 

consider nominating a teacher for the award using the 
attached form and the criteria listed on page five.  

Mercy has many fine teachers whose energy, 

knowledge, dedication and care enable our students to 
achieve their very best and this award will give the 

school the opportunity of recognizing this excellence. 
Nomination forms can be handed in to either College 

Campus and addressed to the Principal. I encourage 

nominators to include a letter detailing how the 
teacher they are nominating has exemplified the 

award criteria. 
 

Year 12 Last Day and VCAA Exams 
As I write this newsletter, a number of our VCE 

students are preparing for Mathematics and 

Psychology exams following the completion already of 
the English and Biology papers. I’m sure that all of us 

will keep these young people in our prayers as they 
continue this difficult but very important journey. 

 

Last week, we were all privileged to share with the 
Year 12 students, their families and friends, their 

successful end to secondary education.  Year 12’s final 
day has become a highlight of the school year with 

wonderful performing arts on display in “Mercy’s Got 

Talent” and then the affirmation, celebration and great 
fun of the Year 12 Final Assembly.  Congratulations to 

all Year 12 students on the fantastic way you 
conducted yourselves! 
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Student Achievements 
A number of significant student achievements have 

been announced in recent weeks: 
 Kelvin Marquand (11B) won the Wimmera section 

of the Regional World Skills Competition which 

was presented at the University of Ballarat last 

Friday evening. His skills in fitting and turning will 
see Kelvin travelling to Perth next year to 

compete in national competitions. Kelvin is doing 
a School-based Apprenticeship with Findlay 

Machining in Wendouree. 
 

 Congratulations to Briony Kent (11B) who is 

entered in next Wednesday night’s Spotlight 
Student Design in the Formal/Evening section and 

we wish her all the best. 
 

 Congratulations to Samantha Molan (11A) who 

this week competed in the SWTAFE Battle of the 
Brushes 2013 and won 'Best NailArt' and received 

a 'Highly Commended' for her 'Fire' Makeup.  
Shortly after Sam was also contacted by SWTAFE 

informing her that she had won the SWTAFE -

Verde VETiS 2013 Beauty Student of the Year. 
 

 Well done to all the O’Keeffe Campus students 

who have given up their time at recess, 

lunchtimes and after-school to compete in 

Geelong at the DAV Debating competition.  
Thanks also to Mrs Jo Saunders for her leadership 

and support of the program. 
 

 Fourth term has also seen a rush of student 

activities on the sporting field and in other areas: 
in the last couple of weeks we have seen GW 

region tennis, table tennis and basketball 
competitions, clay target shooting in Minyip, Unit 

2 Outdoor Education camp in the Grampians, 

regional interschool dirt bike competitions, 45 
Year 9 students attended a Reach Heroes 

presentation in Geelong and the O’Keeffe Campus 
Annual Oratory competition was held. 

 

 Congratulations to 

Liam Parker Year 9B 

winner of the Senior 
Section of the Jean 
Wood Memorial 
Music Scholarship. 

Liam took his acoustic 

guitar to the awards 
ceremony and played 

his favourite song 
‘Oceans’ by John 

Butler. His excellent 

performance at the 
Civic Hall in Terang 

won him the first prize 
of $600.  Well done Liam. 

 

 Other Mercy students nominated to receive 

recognition for their musical talents at these 

awards included clarinetist Jennifer Rowan and 
pianist Jacqueline O’Bryan. 

 

Annual Sale of Secondhand Goods 
The College is investigating a major change to the 

processes by which parents and families are able to 
buy and sell secondhand books, uniform and other 

goods. 

 
The College Board is currently discussing a proposal by 

which responsibility for this would be handled by an 
external online agency, “Sustainable Schools Shop”, 

with trading completed online between parents and 

families directly. 
 

I will write to all families in the next couple of weeks if 
this proposal is to proceed. 

 

Car Raffle 
TODAY is the day that all Car Raffle tickets 

should be returned to the College office. 
 

If you have not already done so, I urge all families and 
friends to return completed books and money to the 

College as soon as possible. 

 
This year, the car raffle will be drawn as part of the 
College’s 40th Anniversary celebrations on Sunday 17th 
November at 2.30pm in the Stadium. 

 
The poster on page 10 outlines all this year’s prizes. 

The College is very grateful to the providers of raffle 
prizes for their generosity. 

 

The roster for selling tickets over the next couple of 
weeks is on pages 11 & 12 of the newsletter. 

 
Early Bird Book Sellers Prize 

We congratulate (Annette & Gerard Vogels of 
Timboon) who were the winners of this prize (Breville 

Sandwich Press valued at $100). 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 3 

 



 4 

 



 5 

MERCY REGIONAL COLLEGE 
 

 
 

Mercy Regional College has been blessed over many years to have had a succession of outstanding teachers 

committed to supporting young people to be their best.  This award will recognise one outstanding Mercy 

Regional College teacher each year with the award to be presented at the End of Year Thanksgiving Mass. 

Any member of Mercy Regional College’s teaching staff may be nominated for the award which will be judged 

according to the following criteria.  It would be expected that the recipient of the award will reflect many of these 

characteristics: 

The Mercy Teacher of the Year: 

 Has an absolute respect for the dignity of each person 

 Exhibits a public and private example of integrity, love, commitment and justice in his or her daily 

activities 

 Is consumed by the excitement of teaching young people 

 Sees the classroom as a place of innovation, creativity and laughter 

 Aspires to and encourages excellence 

 Fosters honest, reciprocal, authentic and compassionate relationships 

 Celebrates individual difference in learning and other activities. 

 Is a committed life-long learner who opens up learning to others 

 Demonstrates empathy and concern for the welfare of others 

 Is willing to take risks and learn the lessons of experience 

 Fosters Mercy community with students, staff, parents and those beyond the College 

 Contributes to the spiritual and social environment of the school 

 

The panel that determines the recipient of this award each year will reflect the breadth of the Mercy Regional 

College community –Principal (chair), College chaplain, member of the College Board, Staff member and Student 

leaders. 

If you wish to nominate a teacher for this award please complete the details below. The selection panel 

encourages nominations to include a letter that outlines how the applicant has met the selection criteria. 

 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

NAME OF TEACHER BEING NOMINATED: ____________________________________________ 

 

NAME OF NOMINATOR:   _____________________________________ 

 

SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR:   _____________________________________ 
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Battlefields Reflections 
 
Kieren Gleeson – Year 10 
My time In Europe, as part of the 2013 Mercy Battlefields tour was an amazing and 
rewarding experience. I experienced so much in only two weeks abroad. I visited places 
where locals from our area were killed in battle, and saw cemeteries they are buried at. 
And what a fun time we had with a lot of laughs and a few tears here and there. 
Landmarks like the Eifel tower and the London Eye are just breath taking words cannot 
describe how amazing these places are.  Everyone must see them! A lot of friendships 
were made along our journey and there was no teacher or student, everyone was equal, 
so you could say we were all just one family. I strongly recommend anyone in the future 
to take this opportunity to see what's out there, and I thank Lachie and the teachers for 
all their time and effort in making it a success. 
 

Kieren jumping for joy in front of the iconic Eiffel Tower, Paris. 
 
 
Katie Kenna – Year 11 
The Battlefields trip that we embarked on in September this year was a massive eye opener for me. The beautiful old historic 
buildings in France were amazing to see with a major highlight of visiting the place of Versailles. The attention to detail is 
astounding and so much pride is taken in its majestic history. We then visited the battlefields of Belgium and France and many 
cemeteries and memorials to our soldiers. It’s emotional to see how far they travelled to fight for our country, leaving all their 
families and friends behind. Lastly we arrived in England to see the wonderful sights of London. One of the main highlights was 
on our last day riding the underground and walking from Buckingham Palace to Trafalgar Square then to the London Eye. We 
finished off the day having a look down Oxford Street. It was a great experience and I can’t wait to go back! 
 
 
Jen Rowan – Year Year 11 
After sitting on that plane for 20 or so hours, you begin to think 'this better be worth it' and boy was it worth it. Perhaps the 
highlight of the trip for me was having the incredibly nerve wracking opportunity to sing the national anthem in front of a 
solemn 2500 people at the Menin Gate in Belgium. Never have I been so honoured in my life. Personally, Belgium was probably 
the most exquisite place we visited on the trip. I'd love to return to Ypres on a holiday and stand under the Menin Gate once 

more. It's certainly something else to add to the list of 'things to do today' that I'll hopefully tick off one evening after I move to 
Europe. (A girl can only dream!) Suppose I better start saving up all over again! 
 
 
Kelvin Marquand – Year 11 
On the 13th September a group of students headed off to France. The trip overall was a great success everyone in the group 
got along and made friends straight away. Our tour guide Mike put a huge amount of effort into planning each day and getting 
us all to listen when needed. We had a bus driver (Vincent) that got the bus through places I would never imagine a bus going. 
And not to forget Lachie who was the bones of the whole trip, without Lachie we wouldn’t have seen the wonders of Europe 
and London at all. Also all the teachers that came along and the two adults as well, were very easy to get along with and made 
the trip so comfortable and stress free. The trip was the best, thanks - Lachie, Mike, Vincent, teachers and parents. 
 
 
Bridget Anders – Year 11 
When we arrived in Paris the feeling was very surreal. It was hard to comprehend that we were 
half way around the world seeing sights that we have only ever seen in pictures. After seeing the 
beautiful sights of Paris, I was fairly excited to get onto the battlefields and learn as much as 
possible from our amazing tour guide Mike. The highlight of my trip was having the opportunity 
to visit my great, great, great, uncle Gilbert Barr’s grave at Messines Ridge Cemetery in Belgium. 
Gilbert died in his first major battle in the First World War at age 26. I felt very privileged and 
honoured to be able pay my respects for my family.  It was an extremely emotional experience 
and is one that I will always remember. 
 
 

Emma Lucas – Year 9 
For me, my favourite part of the battlefields tour was visiting 
the grave of my great great uncle on behalf of my family. 
It was a very emotional day and really made me realize 
how far away from home he was. 
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Reach Heroes Day 
Report by: Nick Oates 9A and Emma Lucas 9C 
 
On Wednesday 30th October 42 students from Year 9 

attended the Reach Heroes Day in West Geelong, 

where we met up with three other schools. The Heroes 
day aims to provide students with a unique 

opportunity to challenge themselves, explore their 
lives and speak truthfully among their peers. The day 

encourages people to share real stories and connect 

with each other in a safe non-judgmental 
environment, whilst supporting students to build 

greater self-esteem, confidence and resilience and 
improve communication between students, teachers 

and their families. 
 

The day started off fun, joyful and with a few little 

games, but as the day went along the talks started to 
get more serious and some people became quite 

emotional. The point of the day was to go on your 
own journey, by reflecting on the way you live your life 

and what you could do to change it for the better. 

Many students participated in activities on and off the 
stage trying to “Slay their own dragon,” and to make 

the day a turning point in their lives. Great courage 
and bravery was shown by the students that 

performed and talked about their personal story, some 
more emotional than others. 

 

At the end of the day students came away with the 
knowledge and power to change themselves and to 

slay their own dragons by themselves. For many the 
day was very confronting but from all reports the day 

was a complete success. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Year 8 Camp 
Report by: Sherry Xu 
 
On the 9th October, all Year 8 students went by bus to 

the YMCA Recreation Camp in Anglesea. On arrival we 

settled into our rooms which were very comfortable 
and then started the activities. These included 

canoeing, crate climbing, the giant swing, orienteering, 
games and walks. Each evening we had games, trivia 

and a movie. We also spent time at the beach and 

down the street. We enjoyed free time before and 
after dinner each night and the meals were all 

delicious. This was an amazing camp and we all had a 
great time. 
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Street Retreat Report 
As part of our Social Justice program, Year 11 students 

again experienced Street Retreat working with the St 
Vinnie's food vans in inner city Melbourne. This was 

the final group for the year, supported by Jo Saunders 

and Kym Penry. 
 

Students prepared sandwiches and helped to stock the 
food vans before embarking upon a series of stops 

across the CBD. Students assisted by serving food, 

creating opportunities for casual chat and generally 
attempting to involve themselves in any supportive 

capacity required. It is a challenging and eye-opening 
experience, and the 'de-brief' and circle talk the next 

morning often explores some of these ideas. 
 

Thanks must go to Jo Saunders for her on-going 

commitment to this program- it is a very valuable 
opportunity for all. 

 

Debating Report 
A number of our students recently attended the 

Debating Association of Victoria (DAV) debate held at 
Sacred Heart College in Geelong. It was a successful 

first debate, we lost by just two points. Alex Wallace 
was rated as second best speaker but was pipped by 

just one point by a Clonard College student. Ist 

speaker - Alex Wallace, 2nd speaker - Lily Everett, 3rd 
speaker - Luke Lenehan. 

 

 
 

Mercy’s Got Talent 
Mr. Luke Bourchier 
 

Students at Mercy Regional College are brimming with 
talent. Last Wednesday the 23rd October, the entire 

student and staff body sat in the stadium to compare 
apples to oranges and decide which is the sweetest. 

 

Our students gave us performances such as solo 
singing to a backing track (or nothing at all), ukulele-

playing duos, rock bands performing original music, 
solo dances and even calisthenics (a type of 

gymnastics). The standard of the performances was a 

credit to our music department headed by Janet 
Backhous, our instrumental teachers, and the 

dedication and courage of all students who stood up 
on the stage in front of the 500-strong crowd. 

 

I am continually impressed year after year by our 
students – all who participated should be 

congratulated. In particular, extra congratulations go 
to the Year 10 Music & Year 9 Drama class whose 

performance of two Blues Brothers numbers started 

the show with a bang (Encouragement Award), Toby 
McKenzie who sung Music of the Night from the 

Phantom of the Opera (Second Place), and Ripley Watt 
who performed a calisthenics routine showing 

incredible strength and composure (1st Place). Ripley 
is pictured below. 

 

A big thank you must also go to three pivotal players 
on the day – Janet Backhous, Brendon Norman and 

Chris Barks for their roles to ensure the smooth 
running of a very enjoyable afternoon. 

 

 
 
Cat Stevens @ COPAC 

Ms. Janet Backhous 
 
On Sunday 20th October, I had the pleasure of going 

to Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre with 
my Year 10 music class and some of their parents to 

see the Cat Stevens Show. Darren Coggan told the 
story of Cat Stevens life and music and performed 

many of Cat’s well-loved songs. Darren was brilliant 

and we all had a ball. We learnt about Cat’s personal 
and spiritual struggles and listened to his inspirational 

music. Cat Stevens never stopped wondering about 
how to make the world a better place. 

 

 
Back row – Mrs. Noonan, Kieren Gleeson, James Anderson, Natalie 
O’Connor, Mrs. O’Connor.        Front row – Kris Noonan, Janet 
Backhous, Billy Buckingham, Mr. O’Connor 
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CAR RAFFLE ROSTER 2013 
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TERM 4 
 

01 November 
* Outdoor Ed Bushwalking Camp 

* Interschool Dirtbike Team Challenge 
* Premier's Reading Challenge Excursion 

 

04 November 
* Board holiday – no school for staff and students 

 
05 November 

* Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

 
07 November 

* Mercy Schools RE Seminar 
* Middle School Oratory Competition 

 
15 November 

* Year 11 classes conclude 

 
16 November 

* MRC 40th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

17 November 

* MRC 40th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 
 

 

SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 
 

Parents are reminded school fee 
accounts are now overdue: 

 
Due date was 

Friday, 20th September, 2013 

 
This excludes those that are on a 

payment plan. 
 

Payment is to be made by one of the 
following options: 

 
 Cash / Cheque / Credit Card in 
person at the McAuley Campus 
office. 
 
 Cheque / Credit Card 
notification by mail. 
 
 Direct Credit into NAB account 
in person at a branch or via 
Internet Banking. 
 

School Bank Account details 
are as follows: 

 
National Australia Bank 
BSB number:  083-526 

Account number: 528899931 
 
Thank you to all parents who have met 
the deadline already and to those who 

will after completing their payment 
plans. 

 
Mrs. Lynn Wadley 
Business Manager 

 
 

 
 


