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ISSUE 1-1                 14th February, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear parents, students, families and friends of 
Mercy, 

 
As we returned to school at the start of the 2014 

school year, the reality and challenges of the 

Australian summer were starkly evident through the 
baking heat and outbreak of many bushfires. 

 
Today’s prayer asks us to stop and reflect on the 

actions of those fighting fires and our own response to 
those affected: 

 

God of all, 
All creation looks to you 
to give them food in due season: 
look in mercy on your people, 
and hear our prayer for those whose lives and 
possessions are threatened by fire. 
Give protection and wisdom to fire fighters and 
other emergency service personnel. 
Encourage our generosity to those who suffer loss. 
In your mercy restore your creation and heal our 
land. 
So guide and bless your people, 
that we may enjoy the fruits of the earth 
and give you thanks with grateful hearts, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen 

 

Last Week’s Fire & Emergency Management 
I would like to start this newsletter by thanking all in 

the Mercy community for their support and reasoned 
action last week following the difficulties posed by the 

Stonyford fire. 

 
As a College, we were pleased that carefully planned 

emergency responses worked and allowed parents, 
students and Mercy staff to know exactly how the 

school was responding. 
 

It was timely indeed that all Mercy staff had spent 

three hours during our PD days prior to the students’ 
return reviewing the College’s Emergency Management 

Plan including our response to bushfire emergencies. 

 

The College’s Emergency Management team has 
conducted a review of our procedures following last 

week and have highlighted a number of actions that 
were particularly effective: 

 The usefulness of SMS as a means of putting out 

urgent and important information quickly; 

 The capacity of the College website, 

www.mercy.vic.edu.au to convey updated and 
comprehensive information to parents and the 

school community; 
 The option of developing and trialing a College 

Twitter account; and 

 The College’s recently reviewed Emergency 

Management Plan. 

The College also hopes to liaise with local bus 
operators and the Shire of Corangamite’s Critical 

Incident team to review communication and 
emergency responses. 

 

New Staff 
As I highlighted in my January letter to all parents, we 

welcome a number of new and returning staff this 
year: 

 
 Mr. Jarrod Carter who is teaching VCE Design 

Technology, VET Furniture and Years 7–10 

Woodwork. Jarrod is a mature age teaching 

graduate who has moved back to South-West 
Victoria with his wife and (growing) young family 

following a number of years in Queensland. 
 Mr. Ryan Casey who is teaching RE, Maths, PE, 

PD and Humanities.  Ryan is well known to many 

through his years of teaching at St Patrick’s 

School, Camperdown and has joined us for the 
next 12 months as an introduction to secondary 

teaching. 
 Mrs. Janine Gallichan is an Integration Aide based 

at the O’Keeffe Campus. Janine has spent a 

number of years at Lismore Primary School and is 
well known to all our Lismore families. 

 We also welcome back Mrs. Leesa Henriksen, Mrs. 

Rebecca Rees and Mrs. Melissa Wood from 

maternity leave and Ms. Lyn Davies from an 
extended period of long service leave. 

http://www.mercy.vic.edu.au/
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New Students 
This week, I have had the privilege of travelling to 

Cape Bridgewater and visiting the Year 7 Camp.  
Congratulations to the 84 new Year 7 students on the 

enthusiasm, optimism and sense of fun that was 

demonstrated on the Great South West Walk (7A & 
7C) and the sand-boarding (7B & 7D) activities that I 

was a part of. Thanks also to the staff who joined 
students on camp and, particularly, the leadership of 

the Head of O’Keeffe Campus, Mr. Tony Wynd. 

 
Can I remind all Year 7 parents of the new publication, 

“So Your Child is Coming to Mercy”, that has been 
produced to assist you and your child with the 

transition from primary to secondary school. It has 
been put together as a partnership between the Mercy 

staff and new parents and is available on the College 

website. 
 

Welcome also to the six new students who have joined 
the College in Years 8 – 11, I hope your first two 

weeks have been enjoyable and welcoming. 

 

Presentation Ball 
With only two weeks until the Mercy Regional College 
2014 Presentation Ball, the sense of excitement 

amongst the College’s Year 11 students is palpable.  

Their good humour and concentration during dance 
rehearsals has been commented upon by a number of 

staff and parents and I am sure will be reflected in the 
dances on the night.  Thank you in advance to the 

Presentation Ball Committee – Mrs. Susan Moloney, 
Mrs. Kate Kent and Mrs. Lesa Thornton. 

 

Last week, all Year 11 parents received a letter from 
me outlining my concerns regarding celebrations that 

have followed recent Presentation Balls and the 
College’s firm position on not condoning such events.  

The essence of the Presentation Ball remains, the 

opportunity it provides for students, parents, families 
and staff to celebrate the growth of our Year 11 

students as young adults. Therefore, the inappropriate 
behavior of a small number has imperiled both the 

enjoyment of many and the future of the Presentation 
Ball itself. 

 

Start of Year Activities 
A number of significant school activities have been 

underway in the first few weeks of this year: 
 

 A wonderful day was celebrated last Friday at the 

Camperdown Pool with the College’s annual 

Swimming Carnival.  Congratulations to all who 
participated on the day but especially to the 

senior students on your enthusiasm and active 
leadership to all. 

 The College as a whole came together to 

celebrate Mass in the De Chantal Stadium last 

week with Fr. Matthew as celebrant. Thank you to 
all who contributed to what was a reverent and 

hope-filled liturgy. 

 The Mass was followed by a whole school 

assembly that recognized and applauded the high 
achievers of 2013 both academically and 

holistically. 
 I encourage all Year 7 students, parents and 

families to join us at the O’Keeffe Campus next 

Monday evening (17th February) at the College’s 
Year 7 Welcome BBQ. This important event was 

postponed for a week due to the fire threat and 

promises to be a lovely evening. 
 

2013 VCE Results 
Congratulations to all students on the excellent results 

that Mercy Regional College achieved in last year’s 

VCE studies. 
 

Dux for the year was, 
Zachary O’Flynn who achieved 

an ATAR score of 94.15. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations also to Paige Gibson who achieved an 
ATAR result above 90. 

 
Dux of Unit 3 & 4 Subjects 
Accounting: 

Georgia Anderson 
 

Biology: 

Rachael Gibson 
 

Business Management: 

Melissa Robbins 
 

Chemistry: 

Zachary O’Flynn 
 

Dance: 

Bethany O’Sullivan 
 

Product Design & Technology: 

Louis Hickey 
 

Economics: 

Richard Couch 
 

English: 

Peter Ryan 

Caleb Kissick 

Ella Woodmason 
 

Equine Industry: 

Mikarla Poole 
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Food Technology: 

Carla Finch 
 

Health & Human Development: 

Kayla Spicer 

 

History - Revolutions: 

Paige Gibson 
 

Hospitality – Kitchen Operations: 

Georgie Finch 
 

I.T. Applications: 

Jarrod Johnson 
 

Legal Studies: 

Genevieve Lee 
 

Literature: 

Paige Gibson 
 

LOTE – Spanish: 

Caitlin Smart 
 

Further Mathematics: 

Caitlin Wallis 
 

Mathematics Methods: 

Zachary O’Flynn 
 

Specialist Mathematics: 

Zachary O’Flynn 
 

Media Studies: 

Paige Gibson 
 

Outdoor & Environmental Studies: 

Amy Hallyburton 

Ruby Bradshaw 
 

Physical Education: 

Ella Woodmason 
 

Physics: 

Laura Mason 
 

Psychology: 

Caitlin Smart 
 

Studio Art: 

Liana Collins 
 

Visual Communication & Design: 

Georgie Finch 

 
Well done to all the award recipients. 

 

Year 12 Car Drivers 
A reminder to all students who have a probationary 

license and wish to drive to and/or from school that 
they need to see Mrs. Thornton to arrange this. 

 

The College has a formal set of procedures that 
govern this and includes a provision that students are 

not permitted to have other students in their cars 
unless they are siblings. 

 

This year, this provision has been extended to say that 
students who may be at school past 4.30 pm may be 

permitted to drive another Year 12 student home 
provided both sets of parents have agreed to this 

arrangement. Also a reminder that Year 12 students 
are to park opposite the Catholic Church. 

 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 

Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning 
Mr. Chris Grant 
 

Parent Access Module 
A significant goal for Mercy Regional College in 2014 is 

to generate an increased level of communication 

between the College and home, through the Internet 
via the Parent Access Module (PAM). The Parent 

Access Module is designed to provide relevant, 
informative, valuable and timely information about the 

academic progress of your son/s or daughter/s, along 

with the College calendar, daily notices, attendance 
record, timetable, booklist and a behavioural tracking 

count. 
 

New parents will receive a letter shortly outlining 
further information on the Parent Access Module and 

your unique username and password. 

 
Current parents may use their details from 2013. If 

you have forgotten any of these please contact me at 
the College office. 

 

Application for Change of Preference Form 
Students wishing to change a subject must now 

complete the Change of Preference Form. Some 
students have already made a change, however, at 

this stage of the term only genuine changes will be 

considered. 
 

Any students wishing to change subjects can obtain a 
form from Mrs Leanne Carpenter or Mr Lachie Lee. No 

further changes for Semester 1 will be made after 
Monday 24th February, 2014. 
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Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Welcome to 2014, and all that it has to offer at Mercy, 

I hope that Christmas was a time of enjoyment and 

catching up with family and friends. 
 

Since the school year began we have already 
celebrated our Opening Mercy Mass, enjoyed the 

swimming carnival, Year 10 Outreach program 

commenced, Year 7s and the Portland camp. Next 
week the Year 11 are on Camp in Melbourne whilst 

Year 12 are on Retreat and Year 10s are in the 
community enjoying Work Experience. It has been a 

busy time for the students and staff, and there is a 
good deal more happening in the up-coming weeks. 

 

We ask parents to furnish their son / daughter with a 
roll-on deodorant, over the last several years a 

number of students have had a reaction from aerosol 
deodorants. Some of our students at Mercy suffer from 

asthma, so to assist them to be comfortable whilst at 

school, please supply your student with a roll-on 
deodorant rather than an aerosol one, and it is smaller 

in your bag, which is a bonus. 
 

If your son or daughter does suffer from Asthma, 
please furnish the college with your action plan, this 

helps staff identify those students who may be at risk. 

Thank you to those parents who support the school 
regarding the correct uniform. Page 8 of this year's 

diary has information regarding the boys and girls 
uniform. 

 

Page 8 also has information on student Grooming, 
Jewellery for both girls/boys, Hair regarding 

cleanliness as well as Make Up guidelines. 
 

If your son / daughter is out of uniform then they 
need to have a note from parents. The note needs to 

be given to the home room teacher. The coordinator, 

where deemed necessary, may contact parents 
regarding the student not being in the correct uniform. 

 
Family Violence Conference 

The Ballarat Diocesan Social Justice Commission would 

be grateful if you could run the following notice in your 
school newsletter for the next few weeks: 

"The Ballarat Diocesan Social Justice Commission and 
the Grampians Integrated Family Violence Committee 

are co-sponsoring a conference on family violence on 

Saturday, 29 March, 2014, at Damascus College, 
Mount Clear. Its title is 'Opening Closed Doors'. It is 

aimed at the broader church communities and will 
offer discussion, insight, education and understanding 

of family violence. 
The conference will run from 10 am (registration from 

9.30 am) to 4 pm. 

Cost is $15, which covers tea/coffee and lunch. 
Bookings online only at www.trybooking.com/73106  

 
 

Head of Middle School 
Mr. Ben Brisbane 
 
Welcome to Middle School 2014. It has been quite a 

settled start to the year with all students and staff 

working hard to achieve the best learning outcomes. A 
big well done needs to go to all the Year 9 students. 

They have made a fantastic transition across to 
McAuley Campus and have set the bar high for the 

future. I hope all students are happy and enjoying the 

new challenge in front of them. 
 

Year 10’s have all moved out to the portables and they 
now have a space to call their own. This is all in 

preparation for the new development.  In fact all the 
Middle School are now located out the eastern area of 

the campus which is a good thing. 

 
This year middle School is aiming to provide as much 

clarity for our student, staff and parents as possible. 
Students have been provided with expectations and 

goals in each homeroom, which provides them with 

understanding and motivates them to be the best 
person they can.  Our Positive Behaviour Matrix aims 

to assist with this process along with our Habits of 
Mind goals. 

 
This year as an initiative to reward good behavior we 

are setting up a postcard reward system. Over the 

next 2 weeks Year 9 students have the opportunity to 
design the cover of the postcard. This student will 

have their name attached and will receive a $20 
canteen voucher for their efforts. The purpose of this 

system is to acknowledge good behaviour and 

motivate the students to create the best learning 
environment in the classroom. 

 
We are also in the process of talks with our student 

leaders to develop a more comprehensive lunchtime 
activity program. This will hopefully assist in getting 

the students more active at lunchtime especially in 

those cold winter months. It’s hard to believe that they 
are just around the corner. 

 
I hope the start of the school year has treated you all 

well and please don’t hesitate to make contact if you 

have any concerns. 
 

 

Careers Notice 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Attention Year 12 Class of 2013 

There is a new scholarship available for any student 
beginning their tertiary studies in 2014. 

 

This scholarship has a value of $5000 dollars for the 
first year of study and applications close on 28th 

February. Please contact Mrs. Phillips for further 
information. 

 

https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=f896702e9f5f447da693e173d5d2851f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.trybooking.com%2f73106
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From the Business Manager 
Mrs. Lynn Wadley 
 
School Fee Accounts 

School Fee accounts for 2014 have been posted out to 

all families. Included was information detailing the 
different methods available for you to pay your school 

fee account as well as a fee deduction form. I 
encourage you to adhere to the timelines for payment 

of fees. Should you foresee difficulty in meeting the 

timeline, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 

Education Maintenance Allowance 2014 
Forms are available from the College office and 

applications for Education Maintenance Allowance 
must be submitted by Thursday, 28th February, 2014. 

To be eligible to claim EMA, all applicants must hold a 

current Commonwealth Health Care Card or Pension 
Card which was valid from 28th January, 2014. The 

EMA is paid to eligible parents of students up to the 
age of 16 years old. We encourage those families who 

are eligible for EMA payments to use this money 

towards payment of school fees. The College no longer 
receives direct payments on behalf of parents. 

 
 

 

Kiwanis Presentation 
Mrs. S. Grinter 
 
This week the O'Keeffe Campus were presented with a 

cheque by the Kiwanis Club of Warrnambool to assist 
any student in need, with the purchase of an iPad. 

 

Kiwanis is an international organisation of volunteers 
dedicated to improving the lives of children and adults 

in communities around the world. 
 

The College is grateful for such a generous gift and 

would sincerely like to thank the Kiwanis Club of 
Warrnambool. 

 
The President of Warrnambool Kiwanis Leona Bell 

presented the cheque to Sharyn Grinter at the 
O'Keeffe Junior Campus. 

 

 

Swimming Sports Results 
Stacey Hillman 
 
1st Frayne   680.5 

2nd  Markey  499 

3rd Tindley  437 
4th  Ryan  377.5 

 
U/13 
Tully Watt 
Dylan Hoare 

U/14 
Kate Gaut 
Scott Carlin 

U/15 
Hannah Justin 
Tom Place 

U/16 
Kate Hallyburton 
Callum Grindal 

U/17 
Brie Reichman 
Jack Williams 

U/20 
Dana Rhode 
Will Keough 

 

 
Age Group Champions 

 
 

Head Lice 
This week we have had a couple of reports of 

student’s with head lice. 

 To keep the spread of infection to a minimum, I 
would ask parents to check their child’s hair as a 

precautionary measure. 
 If your child is found to have head lice, then 

action must be taken. 
 Information on how to deal with head lice can be 

obtained from the State Government of Victoria’s 

Department of Health website 
www.health.vic.gov.au type the words HEAD LICE 

in the search box and click go. This will bring up 
information relating to the treatment and control 

of head lice. 

 Parents are required to inform their child’s 
homeroom teacher if their child has head lice. 

 We advise student’s DO NOT share hats. 
 Students are to keep their hair clean and well 

groomed. 
 Girls with long hair are to wear it tied back. 

 According to the Public Health and Wellbeing 

Regulations, children with head lice can be re-
admitted to school after treatment has 

commenced. 
 The department recommends a child with head 

lice can be treated one evening and return to 

school the next day, even if there are still some 
eggs present. There is no need to miss school 

because of head lice. 
Thank-you for your co-operation in this matter. 

https://twitter.com/mrccamperdown/status/431617852307542016/photo/1/large
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/
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Monday 17th February    Year 7 Welcome BBQ @ O’Keeffe 

       Campus 6pm – 8pm 

    -  17th – 21st February  Year 10 Work Experience 

Wed. 19th – Friday 21st February  Year 12 Retreat 

       Year 11 Camp 

Wednesday 26th February   HSSSD Swimming Carnival 

Friday 28th February    MRC Presentation Ball 

       No classes for Year 11 students 

Tuesday 4th March    MRC Athletics Carnival 

Wednesday 5th March    Ash Wednesday 

Monday 10th March    Labour Day holiday 

Wednesday 12th March   School Photos 

Tuesday 18th March    College AGM & Board Meeting 

Friday 21st March    Greater Western Swimming Carnival 

Monday 24th – Wed 26th March  Year 8 Princetown Camp 

Thursday 27th March    Year 7 Retreat 

Friday 29th March    Year 9 Retreat 

Thursday 3rd April    Parent Teacher Interviews 

                                                     (4pm – 8.30pm) 

Friday 4th April    Parent Teacher Interviews 

                                                     (9am – 1pm) 

       Student Free Day 

       Term 1 concludes 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 2014 

Dear Parents and Students, 

My name is Ms. Janet Backhous, and I am the Coordinator of the Instrumental Program at Mercy 

Regional College.  Our Instrumental Music Program compliments the work we cover in Classroom Music, 

and students wishing to learn an instrument can chose to have a private lesson. 

Instrumental Music Tuition is presently available for the following instruments – Piano, Violin, Viola, 

Cello, Bass, Guitar, Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone.  Please fill in the form below if you wish to learn one 

of these instruments.  I will then be able to follow up your requests and do my best to provide teachers. 

The instrumental teachers for 2014 at this stage are, Ms. Michele McKinnon – Piano, Flute,  Voice and 

Choir,  Ms. Fiona Pugh – Strings – Violin, Viola, Cello and Bass, Mr .Tony Forbes – Guitar and Bass 

guitar, Ms. Kelly Kerr – Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone, and Mr. Peter Sharp – Guitar and Bass guitar. 

I am sorry that we cannot provide a singing teacher at school.  If you are looking for a singing teacher 

please contact me, and I can suggest a teacher in the area for you. 

Once I have your details I will discuss your lessons with the instrumental teachers and they will contact 

you to organise your individual program. 

Please fill in the form below and return it to the office as soon as possible so that we can begin your 

music tuition. 

I look forward to meeting you and working with you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Janet Backhous 

......................................................................................................................................................... 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC ENROLMENT FORM 2014 

Please print clearly and return this form to the School Office as soon as possible. 

Student’s Name.................................................................................................................... 

Student’s Home Group (eg. 7 D)........................................................................................ 

Instrument/s......................................................................................................................... 

Parent/Carer’s Name............................................................................................................. 

Parent/Carer’s Home Phone................................................................................................ 

Parent/Carer’s Mobile........................................................................................................... 

Parent/Carer’s Email............................................................................................................. 

Parent/Carer’s Signature....................................................................................................... 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
 

 
 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE 
Ritchies IGA currently have several 

casual positions available at the 

Camperdown store. Weekday shifts 

commence at 4pm for a duration of 3 

to 4 hours. There are also several 

weekend shifts available. If interested, 

please call in to the store and speak to 

Dave Schmidt (Store Manager). 
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