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ISSUE 1-2                 28th February, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Next Wednesday, the Church begins the fundamental 

liturgical season of Lent with Ash Wednesday.  
Amongst a number of foci that we, as Christians, 

should have in the forty days leading into the Easter 
Triduum is an increased awareness of those in our 

community who are less fortunate than ourselves. This 

awareness should be made manifest through prayer, 
almsgiving and works of Christian outreach. 

 
My prayer today brings to mind the ongoing challenge 

of justice and mercy: 

Lord, our God, 
In you justice and mercy meet. 
With unparalleled love you have saved us from death 
and drawn us into the circle of your life. 
Open our eyes to the wonders this life sets before us, 
that we may serve you free from fear and know you as 
the God of love. 
By our lives, may we show that we and all whom we 
meet deserve dignity and respect, for they are your 
dwelling place and your home. 
Let us share in action your deep desire for justice and 
peace among the peoples of the world. 
Amen. 
 

Most of our students and staff will be joining Ash 
Wednesday liturgies through St Patrick’s and St 

Thomas’ parishes on Wednesday morning. 

 
Mercy Regional College Presentation Ball 

The rehearsals and preparations are almost done and 
excitement levels continue to grow for the 88 students 

who will be presented at Glenormiston College tonight. 
Thank you to all who have been involved both in the 

preparations and in the running of the night itself, I 

hope that the behavior and conduct of the young men 
and women involved over the next 24-72 hours 

matches the exemplary standards they have set so far 
this year. 

Good luck to all! 

 
Camps, Retreats and other Activities 

The first few weeks of the school year are very busy 
and this year has been no different: 

 Our Year 12’s enjoyed a fantastic three days at 

Lady Northcote Camp, Bacchus Marsh on their 

Year 12 Retreat. Notwithstanding the challenges 
posed by a mid-summer flash flood, the highlights 

included time with each other, opportunities for 
self-reflection and the annual Mercy Op Shop Ball. 

 Year 11 students enjoyed two days in Melbourne 

and last Friday at the Noorat Community Centre 

as part of their Year 11 camp. 
 Many workplaces across South West Victoria and 

beyond were joined by our Year 10 students on 

Work Experience; expect to see photos and 
accounts of the great experiences that many 

enjoyed in future newsletters. 

 The Year 7 Welcome BBQ was well attended 

despite being postponed from Week 2. Thanks to 
all parents, students and families who attended 

and to the staff who put the evening together. 
 Next Tuesday, the College comes together for the 

Mercy Athletics Carnival. Can I remind students 

and parents that whole school days like the 
Athletics and Swimming carnivals are very 

important dates on the school calendar and 

attendance is compulsory. They should not be 
seen as opportunities to book other appointments 

or trips. 
 Wednesday March 12th is school photo day with 

photos commencing at the McAuley Campus 

followed by the O’Keeffe Campus in the 

afternoon. Students are reminded that they 
should be well presented in their full summer 

uniform on the day. Parents are encouraged to 
refer to the student diary if you have any 

questions regarding what is correct summer or 
winter uniform. 

 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
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From the Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Jo-Anne Saunders 
 
Mercy Regional College presents a sacred gift to begin 

the journey. 

 
Year 7 student’s received a special presentation at our 

College Commencement Mass on February 5th this 
year. The Word of God. The 83 Year 7 students, 

beginning their Catholic Secondary school education at 

Mercy Regional College were each called by name to 
the stage to be presented with their own copy of the 

Catholic Youth Bible. Students will use this Bible over 
the next six years and beyond, to discover the Story 

that is the basis of our Ritual and Action. 
 

Embarking on a new tradition, our College is 

endeavoring to make the Bibles not only part of each 
child’s education, but also part of their lives. 

 
Each Bible has a book plate with a message to 

welcome the individual student to the school and on 

their faith journey. 
 

After the Bibles were blessed by Fr. Matthew Thomas, 
students’ names were called by the Head of Junior 

(O’Keeffe) Campus, Mr. Tony Wynd and students were 
presented with their Bibles by Principal Dr. Darren 

Egberts. 

 
Whilst there had been a long tradition of the Year 12 

students receiving their badges and being presented to 
the school community, it is now a more meaningful 

ceremony, as the Year 7 students are also named and 

presented with their Bibles. The ceremony 
demonstrates the ‘bookends’ of the school, both the 

beginning students and those in their final year at 
Mercy Regional College. 

 
It is hoped this ritual will evoke a sense of the gift of 

the Word of God, enhancing the sacredness of the 

Bible as a source of hope to carry not only during their 
Catholic Secondary Education, but indeed throughout 

life. 
 

 

 

Social Justice Teams are 
back for 2014 

 

Meetings at O’Keeffe are held on 
Thursday of Week One at lunchtime in 

7C homeroom 
 

Meetings at McAuley on Friday of Week 
One in the Board Room. 

 

All students who are interested in the plight of 

those who are less fortunate or in spreading 

awareness of the issues facing our society are 

encouraged to come along 

bringing an energetic 

attitude and a smile! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caritas fundraising with enthusiasm 

 

Students across the 

school are busy 

planning fundraising 

activities for the 

Project Compassion 

program for 2014. 

Our Year 12 group led 

the way with a 

wonderful Valentine’s 

Day dress up and BBQ 

on February 14th. 

Students were a joyous 

sight dressed predominantly in red and white, all 

the while setting a great example of how to have 

fun and support a good cause at the same time! 

 

The Caritas project Compassion Theme for this 

Lenten season is: 

 

“Have life and have it to the full” John 10:10 

 

Classes are developing fun activities including 

games, sporting competitions and cake stalls.  So 

stock up on your gold coins to support the work of 

Caritas worldwide. 
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Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Year 11 Camp 

Last week Year 11 students took part in a two day 

Melbourne experience and then on the Friday work 
with a guest speaker regarding setting goals and 

looking after each other. 
 

The year 11s visited RMIT and ACU universities and 

were given a tour of what they offered students 
moving from the country to Melbourne. Students were 

given a great deal information that may help make a 
decision of where they may to go to study at a tertiary 

level. 
 

On day two our Year 11 students accompanied by a 

staff member, took on the Melbourne trams and train 
network. All the students, in their colours found their 

way around the CBD and also further afield. At the end 
of the day we made our way back to Camperdown and 

Terang. 

 
On the Friday all students meet at the Noorat 

Community Centre, where Mr. Shane Garner facilitated 
the morning sessions. Shane is a former student of 

Mercy who is highly respected speaker and the advice 
and tips he shared with our students was excellent. 

The students then came back to the McAuley campus 

had lunch and practiced for the presentation ball. 
 

I would like to thank all the staff who assisted over the 
three days. The student conducted themselves in a 

manner that was beyond reproach, they were great 

example to all.  
 

Year 10s Work Experience 
In week 4 our Year 10s attended their Work 

Experience, students had gained a position at a 
business. We placed a great number of students 

throughout Victoria and as far away as Sydney. The 

positive comments that our students have received 
have been wonderful. The students work throughout 

the year to secure a position for them to attend. Some 
of the careers that the students attended were: Vets, 

Merindah Lodge, Plumbing, Motor Mechanic, Electrical 

Refrigeration, Hairdressing, Education Child Care, 
Cabinet Maker, Retail, Age Care, Sport/AFL, Music 

Retail, Butcher, Land Development, Defence Services, 
Melbourne Equine Vets Group and a great number 

more business. 

 
"For Work Experience I went to Mansfield Zoo for a 

week.....it was a great experience and I would 
definably like to work with animals......" Grace 

Veenstra. 
"I would defiantly go back (Conheady plumbing) I 

enjoyed working with the boys, they taught me a lot 

over the week...." Jack Atkins. 
 

The students have witnessed and been part of an 
exciting week, thank you to all parents and business 

who supported Mercy Work Experience it could not 
have been successful without all who took part. I also 

thank Maureen Adeney who assisted our students 
throughout 2013. 

 

Work Experience Reports from Students 
 

Luella Foster 
For my work experience I went to the Hampden 

Specialist School in Terang. The Hampden specialist 
school has two campuses. Terang is the junior campus 

and Cobden, the senior campus. The children that I 

spent time with were in grades Prep to four. During 
the week I was able to help teach maths, English, and 

activities that concentrate on the student's gross and 
fine motor skills. I was also able to participate in horse 

riding, swimming, arts and crafts and lots of different 

activities. Swimming was held at Aqua Zone in 
Warrnambool, Friday morning. We also had Horse 

riding Thursday morning at Glenormiston. The time I 
spent with these great kids and their teachers, was fun 

and really rewarding. I'd like to thank Kylie for the 
support and letting me do things myself, and the other 

teachers Leigh and Lin for letting me teach in their 

classrooms. I enjoyed my time I spent with those 
gorgeous Children and their teachers so much, I have 

decided that this is the career path that I will follow in 
the future. 

 

Georgia Arndell 
This year I had one of the best weeks of my life! Full 

of excitement and enjoyment. I met some lovely 
people on my little journey, I learned more than I 

would've thought through going to Merindah Lodge. It 

was a real insight into a small part of nursing. The 
residents and staff are wonderful, I couldn't ask for 

better people to care for, and work with. I felt like I 
was part of their big loving family, because they just 

took me in as someone that worked there. I got to 
know some of the residents very well and I had I 

fantastic time. I've learned so much in being there for 

such a short time, it was an experience I will not 
forget! I hated saying goodbye. 

 
Mollie Gaut 

For my work experience I went to the Wellness Centre 

in Warrnambool. At the centre they specialised in 
beauty and massage therapy. I learnt a lot in the week 

I was there, techniques in relaxation and headache 
massage. I spent a lot of the time with beauty 

therapist Tara. She showed me how to wax eyebrows, 
legs and arms, tint eyebrows and eyelashes. I also 

worked in their front office. They demonstrated quite a 

few of the treatments on me. I observed some of the 
other staff give remedial massages. They made sure I 

was asking lots of questions about the work, so that 
they knew I understood. I loved working at the 

wellness centre it was lots of fun, they treated me 

extremely well and I decided that after my week there, 
that this is the path I want to go on. I would definitely 

recommend the wellness centre to the next lot of Year 
10 students that do work experience. 
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WORK EXPERIENCE STUDENTS 
 

 
Henry Moloney 
 
 

 
Alex Place 
 
 

 
Brooke McInnes 
 

 
Indira Kent 
 
 

 
Hamish McConachy 
 
 

 
Gemma Lees 
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Junior School Report 
Mr. Tony Wynd 
 
We are now up to week five and all students have 

settled in well to life here at the O’Keeffe Campus. On 

the first day of school we had a special assembly to 
welcome our 84 Year 7 students. This year we have 

students from over 15 different schools starting at 
Mercy for the first time. 

 

Two weeks ago the Year 7’s went on their first camp 
together to Cape Bridgewater. The students took part 

in sand boarding, canoeing and caving, as well as 
swimming at Portland pool and doing part of the Great 

Southwest Walk. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The student’s participation and co-operation was 
sensational and gave the teachers who went with 

them a great chance to know them better. On that 
note I would like to thank Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. 

Saunders, Mrs. Grinter, Mrs. Brisbane, Mr. Harkin, Mr. 

Glennen, and Mr. Kingston for giving up their time to 
attend this camp. 

 
As the Year 7’s went down in two groups, the groups 

that remained at school were working under the 
guidance of Mrs. Jeffries on setting their goals for Year 

7, learning about the College’s anti – bullying policy 

and cyber safety. 
 

It was great to see a large number of year 7 parents 
both new and old at the Year 7 BBQ last Monday. 

Class teachers enjoyed catching up with parents and it 

also gave them a chance to talk about their child’s 
learning and see the classroom that their child is in. 

Last Friday we held our second Junior School Assembly 
which was run by our Junior School Captains – Josh 

Newcombe and Abby Vines. During this assembly we 
celebrated student achievements both in and out of 

school. Kaitlyn O’Neil spoke about playing tennis with 

Leyton Hewitt, and we had Hayley and Stacey Riches 
perform with bag pipes and drum. 

 
Also we had the inaugural drawing of the Blue Slip 

award. This award celebrates students who 

demonstrate the Mercy Values of Community, 
Inclusiveness, Learning, Care, Justice and Mercy, 

Excellence and Achievement. 
 

It was pleasing to see that teachers had nominated 

over 40 students for this award. The lucky student 
drawn out was Jia Anderson. He will receive a $5.00 

voucher kindly donated by Foodies Milk Bar in Terang. 
 

The Year 8’s have begun the school year well and are 
now starting to gear up for their camp to Princetown 

from the 24 – 26th March. 

 
Homework classes start on Thursday 27th of February 

in the O’Keeffe Library from 3.15 – 4pm and I 
encourage all students if they are able to come along 

and get some extra help or help doing their homework 

if they need it. 
 

Just a couple of reminders- no student is to travel on 
any other College bus without permission - as our 

charter buses are full. Also just a reminder for 
students not to use iPads on the buses as we have had 

some damaged in the past due to dropping - they are 

to stay in their school bags while travelling. 
 

If you have any queries or concerns about anything in 
the Year 7 & 8 area please do not hesitate to contact 

your child’s homeroom teacher or the O’Keeffe 

Campus. 
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Swimming Report 
Ms. Stacey Hillman 
 
Mercy Regional College started off 2014 with a bang at 

the HSSSD swimming carnival. A team of about 60 

students travelled to the Timboon Pool and 
successfully secured both the Intermediate and Senior 

shields for the day as well as the overall shield. Tully 
Watt, Hannah Justin, Jack Williams and Dana Rhode 

were crowned age group champions. 

 
All students should be very proud of their 

achievements and a large contingent will now progress 
onto the Greater Western Swimming Carnival to be 

held in Warrnambool on Friday March 21st. 
 

The sporting calendar is quickly filling up in term 1. 

Next Tuesday sees the MRC Athletics carnival held at 
the Camperdown Stadium. A group of 5 boys are off to 

Ararat on Friday March 7th to compete in the SSV Golf 
tournament and the Equestrian team will again 

showcase its talent on Friday April 4th. 

 
Any student who is interested in this needs to see Ms. 

Hillman. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning 
Mr. Chris Grant 
 
Interim Reports – Online 

Interim Reports for Years 7-12 will be accessible online 

through the Parent Access Module (PAM) from Monday 
24/3/2014 at 9:00am. Instructions and further 

notification of this change will be sent out in the mail 
in the coming weeks. 

 

If you are unsure of your PAM login details, please 
email cgrant@mercy.vic.edu.au 

 
If you wish to receive a printed copy, you may request 

this through the College office. 
 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent teacher interviews will be held at the McAuley 

Campus on Thursday 3/04/2014 from 4:00pm to 
8:30pm and Friday 4/04/2014 from 9:00am to 

1:00pm. 

 
Booking information will be sent out in the mail in the 

coming weeks, and can be made online from Monday 
24th March at 9:00am. 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations 
 
Great news for our Year 11 

student Alanah Frost. 

Alanah is keen to pursue a 
career in Journalism and 

showed great potential in 
Journalism studies last year. 

 

She recently applied to 
become part of a team who 

will create a fortnightly 
online newspaper in 

conjunction with ‘The Age.’ 
It’s called “The Underage”. 

 

Alanah has been successful and is one of only 13 
secondary school students across Victoria chosen to 

participate in this program. Alanah will receive training 
by Journalists, and will workshop story ideas every 

fortnight with her team and industry professionals at 

The Age offices in Melbourne, and then see her work 
come to life in the online newspaper. 

 
It’s a great effort and perfect springboard for this 

career path. 

 
Mrs. Chamon Vogels 
 
 

 

https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=8a509ff8838c4a51878080a8bd3545b8&URL=mailto%3acgrant%40mercy.vic.edu.au
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Lions Youth of the Year 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 
Each year the Lions Clubs of Terang and Camperdown 

host the local competition of the Australia-wide Lions 

Youth of the Year Quest. Four of our year 12 students-
Tom Cheslett, Ruby Bradshaw, Mikarla Poole and 

Caitlin Smart- and two students from Camperdown 
College met at Camperdown RSL Hall on Tuesday 18th 

February to compete for the Camperdown stage of the 

Quest. 
 

The competition is held over an afternoon and evening 
and requires the students to have an interview with 

the judges in the afternoon; then, in the evening, each 
student delivers a five minute speech of their choice to 

an audience of Lions club members. They are also 

required to answer two impromptu questions in two 
minutes. The tasks are challenging but each year the 

students step up and perform admirably. This year, 
Caitlin Smart won the overall competition at 

Camperdown and will proceed to the next stage to be 

held at Mortlake on Sunday 16th March. 
 

The Terang competition was held on Wednesday 26th 
February. The Mercy representatives were Emma 

Sargeant, Dermott O’Connor and Laura Justin and 

there were two students from Terang College. All the 
students performed remarkably on the day and the 

variety of speeches were of a very high calibre. Emma 
Sargeant won the public speaking section with her 

speech “We as Australians, are Lucky” and her 
thoughtful responses to the two minute impromptu 

questions. Asha McDonald from Terang College was 

the overall winner and will represent Terang Lions at 
Mortlake. 

 
Our students Caitlin, Ruby, Tom, Mikarla, Emma, Laura 

and Dermott, did a wonderful job in rising to the 

challenge of the Lions Youth of the Year Quest and 
they were exceptional ambassadors for our school. 
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Friday 28th February    MRC Presentation Ball 

       No classes for Year 11 students 

Tuesday 4th March    MRC Athletics Carnival 

Wednesday 5th March    Ash Wednesday 

Monday 10th March    Labour Day holiday 

Wednesday 12th March   School Photos 

Tuesday 18th March    College AGM & Board Meeting 

Friday 21st March    Greater Western Swimming Carnival 

Monday 24th – Wed 26th March  Year 8 Princetown Camp 

Thursday 27th March    Year 7 Retreat 

Friday 29th March    Year 9 Retreat 

Thursday 3rd April    Parent Teacher Interviews 

                                                     (4pm – 8.30pm) 

Friday 4th April    Parent Teacher Interviews 

                                                     (9am – 1pm) 

       Student Free Day 

       Term 1 concludes 
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CAREERS INFORMATION 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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