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Early Monday morning, Grace Howard, a member of Mercy’s 8C homeroom passed away after a long 
illness. 
 

Many in our community will not have had the privilege of meeting Grace but I am sure that each of us 
shares with the students of 8C a great sense of sadness and loss at the death of a young woman before 
her time.   
 

Grace joined the Mercy Regional College community last year and has brightened the lives of many 
students and staff in Years 7 – 9 since then.  For the last nine months, Grace has lived for, and loved, 
the simple act of coming to school each day, catching the bus, talking with her friends and being in 
class.  I have been told a number of times today that these times at the O’Keeffe Campus were amongst 
the happiest she has had in recent years.  As a College, we should be immensely proud of how 
important this hospitality, welcome and sense of compassion has been for Grace, her parents and their 
family.  It is the best measure of how authentically we are living out the core values of Mercy. 
 

Each of us will grieve for Grace and for others in our lives who we have loved and lost in different ways 
but, as a Catholic school, we are defined by a shared belief in the power of prayer and community.  Our 
prayer today remembers the life and smile of Grace Howard: 
 

Today, as the community of Mercy Regional College, 
we pray for the life of Grace Howard, 

for her family, friends and all those who knew and loved her. 
We remember her smile, her warmth and her determination. 

We ask that the never ending love of Jesus Christ remains with Grace 
as she journeys to be with him 

and that strength and hope of the Holy Spirit is with each of us 
as we struggle with the reality of a beautiful life lived but cut short. 

 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 
 

Darren Egberts 
Principal 

 

Grace Howard 

16th August 2000 – 10th March 2014 
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Arrangements for Monday 
As I detailed in the letter to parents that went home 

yesterday afternoon, a number of special 
arrangements have been put in place for Grace’s 

funeral service on Monday. 

These are: 
 I have made the decision that no classes will 

operate at the O’Keeffe Campus on Monday.  

Given the number of O’Keeffe Campus staff 
wishing to attend Grace’s funeral, few classes 

would have been taken by their proper teachers 
and little effective learning would have been 

possible. 

 Year 7 & 8 students are therefore asked to 

remain at home on Monday.  If students are 
unable to be supervised at home, special 

arrangements have been put in place for these 
students at McAuley Campus and they will be fully 

supervised by teachers during the day.  These 

students will catch buses in the morning to 
Camperdown as per other College sports and/or 

Mass days. 
 Students wishing to attend Grace’s funeral are 

encouraged to do so in the company of their 

parents or the parents of friends.  I am conscious 

of the need for staff to attend to their own grief 
during Monday’s service and therefore have 

decided that we will not organize the attendance 
of an entire class or year level.  A number of 

Mercy student leaders will also represent the 
broader student population at the service. 

 Students attending the funeral service are asked 

to wear correct College uniform or appropriate 

purple-coloured clothing. 
 

As I also said yesterday, students and staff have been 
overwhelmed by the support we have received from 

the broader College community, local community 

groups and from other schools, both locally and across 
the state. As a College, we hold the core values of 

community, inclusiveness, care, justice and mercy 
most dearly but it is in the most challenging of times 

that we see these fundamental themes most clearly 
lived out and celebrated. 

 

Mercy Regional College Presentation Ball 
On the evening of Friday 28th February, I had the 

great privilege of attending this year’s Mercy Regional 
College Presentation Ball at Glenormiston College.  The 

success of this year’s Ball was particularly pleasing as 

a number of challenges had confronted the 2014 
Presentation Ball committee not the least of which 

being the possible closure and sale of Glenormiston 
itself.  However, the Hall looked fantastic with the 

interiors reflecting the work of Lush Events and a 

group of creative and energetic parents. But, of 
course, the highlight of the night are the young men 

and women being presented. This year 55 girls and 33 
boys were presented and the dedication shown in 

dance practices through the heat of February paid off 
in a number of beautiful dances. 

Jasmine Adlam 
James Anderson 
Maria Arstavold 
Sophie Atkins 
Samuel Bailey 
Mitchell Banks 
Christopher Barks 
Kara Beaton 
Jessica Bell 
Meaghan Bone 
Steven Bouchier 
Laura Bourke 
Lillie Bourke 
Georgia Buchholz 
Billy Buckingham 
Joseph Cain 
Mia Cain 
Alex Cameron 
Macaulay Carlin 
Thomas Carmichael 
Ella Clarke 
Sophie Clissold 
Sarah Cole 
Victoria Conroy 
Georgina Cook 
Isabelle Corneby 
Jake Crawley 
Emma Croft 
Olivia Cunningham 
Haylee Davis 
Lachlan Evers 
Benjamin Finnerty 
Deanne Fleming 
Hannah Fleuchar 
Alanah Frost 
Olivia Giblin 
Kieren Gleeson 
Brady Green 
Caitlin Hall 
Samuel Henderson 
Jasmine Hickey 
Olivia Hickey 
Alysha-Jayne Hill 
Claudia Hoger 

 

Jesse Johnson 
Liam Johnson 
Samuel Johnstone 
Laura Kemp 
Maggie Lee 
Stephanie Lee 
Georgia Lucas 
Grace Lucas 
Luka Lunn 
Lachlan MacDonald 
Thomas Marshman 
Kaitlyn Martin 
Jessica McIntosh 
Amy McKenzie 
Marti McKenzie 
Annie Moloney 
Hannah Moloney 
Ruby Moloney 
William Moloney 
Hayden Moore 
Nathan Moran 
Tyler Mungean 
Susan O'Brien 
Natalie O'Connor 
Jack Osborne 
Meg O'Sullivan 
Elle Price 
Georgina Quinn 
Brieanan Reichman 
Ebony Reynolds 
Zeya Robbins 
Grace Rogerson 
Joshua Rowan 
Thomas Ryan 
Olivia Stephens 
Nathan Stevens 
Kirby Stonehouse 
Caitlin Toose 
Hayley Turner 
Ella Van Donk 
Georgia Watson 
Samuel Watt 
Jack Williams 
Timothy Woodmason 
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Special thanks to the coordinators of the Presentation 
Ball, Ms. Susan Moloney, Mrs. Kate Kent and Mrs. 

Betty Kenna and to Mrs. Lesa Thornton and Mrs. Sue 
Bohm here at school for the effort and attention to 

detail required to put such an event together.  
Personally, I would like to highlight the contributions 

of Susan over the last three years and Betty for past 

six, without the generosity of parents such as these, 
Mercy would not be as rich a place for your children to 

come. 
 

The Good Life Concert 
Given the overwhelming success of the Presentation 
Ball, I am disappointed to have to raise my concerns 

over the number of Year 10 and 11 students who were 
absent from school last Friday.  In total, 16 Year 10 

and 44 Year 11 students were away leaving classes at 

both year level significantly short on numbers.  While I 
understand the attraction of such an event and 

applaud the organisers holding an event to promote 
healthy living, the impact that such large absences had 

on learning programs was substantial.  What was most 
disappointing was the effect these large absences had 

on the learning of the students who chose to come to 

school; with more than half the students away, little 
new material could be taught and a day’s education 

wasted. 
The College will be much more strident in its 

opposition to students attending such a concert in 

2015. 
 

iPad Information Night 
Since the introduction of the iPads@Mercy program in 

2011, the College has run an annual iPad Information 

Night for parents.  Last year, the decision was taken to 
move this evening from late term 4 to mid-term 1 to 

match the roll out of the devices to our new Year 7 
students. 

 
This year’s iPad Information Night will be held next 

Wednesday 19th March in the Multi-Purpose Room, 

McAuley Campus, Camperdown from 7.00 – 8.30 pm.  
A flyer outlining the program for the night is attached 

to this newsletter.  The College’s Deputy Principal – 
Teaching and Learning, Mr. Chris Grant and the 

Wellbeing Coordinator, Mrs. Emily Stephens will run 

the session. 

Hold this date – Monday 28th April 
Early next term, Mercy Regional College is very excited 

to host Australia’s foremost expert in the area of 
cybersafety and young people, Mrs. Susan McLean.  

Susan is a former policewoman who was the first 

Victorian police officer to be appointed to a specialist 
role in cyberbullying and young people.  Susan will be 

presenting four sessions across the day to Year 7 – 10 
students, staff from Mercy and other HCSN schools as 

well as a special session for parents and friends of 

Mercy in the evening.  This public session will run from 
6.00 – 7.40 pm in the de Chantal Stadium, McAuley 

Campus and is free. 
 

I strongly encourage any parents interested or 
concerned about the world of cyberspace, social media 

and what the online world is like for adolescents to 

come along.  She is without question the most 
outstanding speaker I have heard on this most 

important topic. 
 

Social Justice Guest Speakers 
Year 11 students at school last Friday were able to 
listen to an engaging presentation by Br Doug Walsh – 

Br Doug spoke about the upcoming Year 11 Street 
Retreats and their central role in the outreach work of 

St Vincent de Paul.  We look forward to seeing regular 

reports in the newsletter of the fabulous work 
undertaken by our Year 11 students and staff on the 

Soup Van. 

 
 
As we move into Lent, Year Nine students listened to a 

presentation by Mary Wachira the Caritas Coordinator 
for Sudan (South) on the work undertaken by Caritas 

as a result of the funds raised through Project 

Compassion. I encourage all students, families and 
staff to consider contributing generously to the Lenten 

Project Compassion to support this work and the many 
other programs of Caritas. 

In closing, let us all remember to keep close those we 

love as life is a most precious gift. 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
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Year 11 Camp Report 
Annie Moloney 
 
On 19th February, all Year 11s classes went on a camp 

to Melbourne for one night. On the first day of our 

camp we were split up into groups of around nine and 
ten. We left Camperdown at 7am and arrived in 

Melbourne at 10am to begin our camp. Firstly my 
group and I visited the Australian Catholic University 

where we listened to and watched a slideshow 

presented by one of their current students. We also 
got a tour of the university. 

 
After that we visited the university, RMIT. At RMIT 

they talked to us about the university and the different 
courses available. They then had an amazing race type 

of game where we had to answer different questions 

from around the university. Once we had finished 
there all groups met back together to hop aboard a 

river cruise which departed from South Bank. We then 
caught a tram to where we were staying to unpack 

and get ready for tea. After that we headed to the jam 

factory for tea and a movie. The movie finished quite 
late so after it was done we went straight back to our 

accommodation and were straight to sleep. 
 

On the second day of our camp we were up by 6am to 
get ready for the day ahead. Our day consisted of an 

amazing race which we completed with our groups. 

Our aim was to catch trams and answer questions that 
were given to us by Mr. Glennen. Once we had 

finished the question we had to find Mr. Glennen in 
Swanson Street to finish. To complete the race we had 

to write a postcard to our families and answer another 

lot of questions which had to do with different streets 
and places in Melbourne. We then had a few hours of 

free time to space to do what we wanted. We all met 
back at buses at 2:15pm and made our way home. 

 
The third day was a retreat which was held at the 

Noorat Recreation Centre. Shane Garner was our guest 

speaker of the day. He came and talk to us about his 
life and the different careers he has had throughout 

his life. It was great to her his stories and he really 
reached out to a lot of people. Some could relate very 

well because they understood the hardships he had to 

overcome. I really admired how he never gave up and 
how motivated he was to reach his goals. For around 

an hour and a half we completed team games which 
he had set up on the oval. We did this in groups of six. 

Some were mind games and some were physical 

games which really made you have to work well as a 
team to get good results. 

 
When that was finished went back to Mercy in 

Camperdown, had lunch and then had a presentation 
ball practice for the rest of the day. We then returned 

home on our normal buses. 
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Athletics Carnival Report 
Ms. Stacey Hillman 
 
Congratulations to all involved in the athletics carnival. 

The students competed in very warm weather 

conditions but it was great to see so much enthusiasm 
and participation. The competition was fierce on the 

day and the house champions came down to the final 
race of the day! 

 

Thank you to the house and sports captains and all the 
staff for their help. 

 

 
 

AGE GROUP CHAMPIONS: 

U/13 Grace Hammond & Jia Anderson 

U/14 Ruby Suhan & Scott Carlin 

U/15 Sarsha Anderson & Lachie Davis 

U/16 Emma Lucas & Jack Atkins 

U/17 Brie Reichman & Nathan Stevens 

U/20 Ailish Glennen & Ben Saunders 

 
OVERALL RESULTS: 

1st: Frayne: 1801 

2nd: Markey: 1794 

3rd: Ryan: 1463 

4th: Tindley: 1405 

 
The HSSSD aths are on Tuesday 2nd April at the 

athletics track in Camperdown. 
 

A reminder to all parents that school carnival days are 

the same as a normal school day and should not be 
used to book appointments or the like. It was a little 

disappointing to see a number of students absent but 
also students leaving immediately after their events. 

The College prides itself on its sporting culture and 

despite the success of this year’s carnivals this has 
been an underlying factor that is somewhat frustrating 

to all involved. 
 

Library News 
Mrs. Maureen O’Loughlan - Library Manager 
 
After the usual hectic start to the school year, students 

have settled in well. A priority for 2014 is to provide 

the opportunity for our students to see what is 
available in the library and improve their literacy 

knowledge and awareness. Wider reading across all 
year levels is being encouraged, with one initiative 

being a Book Club that is run each fortnight at both 

campuses. This is held every second Wednesday at 
O’Keeffe campus, and every second Friday at McAuley 

campus. Students are invited to come along to share, 
swap, talk, review, rave, love, recommend and request 

books. Mrs. Leesa Henriksen has provided assistance, 
enthusiasm and resources in getting this up and 

running and we look forward to robust, lively 

discussion over a good book, in the coming weeks. 
 

Term 2 will also see the Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge commence. Mercy has for the past three 

years been involved in this fantastic program and I 

strongly encourage students to consider participating 
in the 2014 Challenge. 

 
Please find details below: 

 
 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now 
open. The Challenge encourages families to be actively 
involved in supporting their children to read a set 
number of books and record their efforts online. 
 

A special A2 countdown calendar will be available 
FREE in the Herald Sun on Tuesday 11 March that 
celebrates 10 years of the Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge. Featuring key Challenge dates and literary 
events, fun facts and popular authors’ birthdays, it’s a 
great way for parents and children to track their 
reading progress, count down the days and stay 
motivated throughout the Challenge. For more 
information visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 

 

 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Tuesday 18th March    College AGM & Board Meeting 

Friday 21st March    Greater Western Swimming Carnival 

Monday 24th – Wed 26th March  Year 8 Princetown Camp 

Thursday 27th March    Year 7 Retreat 

Friday 29th March    Year 9 Retreat 

Thursday 3rd April    Parent Teacher Interviews 

                                                     (4pm – 8.30pm) 

Friday 4th April    Parent Teacher Interviews 

                                                     (9am – 1pm) 

       Student Free Day 

       Term 1 concludes 
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PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
 

Parents are invited to the following information night which is free of charge. 
 

SUSAN MCLEAN 
from 

Cyber Safety Solutions 
www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au  

 

 
 

Date:  MONDAY 28th APRIL, 2014 
Time:  6:00PM - 7:40PM 

Where:  De Chantal Stadium, Camperdown 
 

Growing up online- what all kids need to know about cyberspace but what technology fails to teach them! 
 

With the explosion of cyber technology, we are also seeing a dramatic rise in negative impact of such 
technology. The issue of cyber bullying, harassment and ‘sexting’ is emerging as the number one issue 

confronting the safety and wellbeing of young people and wider community. 
 

Teens are often not aware that their words or photos, which may have been intended for a small audience, 
sometimes find their way to a larger one, often with both unexpected and undesirable consequences. 

 
This session will cover what parents need to be aware of and the positive benefits of technology! 
 
Topics covered include: 
 
 Popular sites for youth, social networking, online games, apps that children are using 
 The difference between an ‘online friend’ and ‘stranger’ 
 Online grooming-what is it and when/how does it occur? 
 Misuse of mobiles, email, skype, blogs, webcam, including legal consequences and criminal charges 
     (what is cyber bullying and harassment) 
 Potential dangers 
 Safety tips- how to assist children to stay safe online 
 Learn the lingo…converse with your children in the language of cyberspace 
 Be confident in setting rules and boundaries around internet use in the home 
 
 

http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/
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Careers Information – University Experience Opportunities 
 

The LaTrobe University Experiences 2014 dates: 

Bendigo Campus - 11th April & 10th July 

Melbourne Campus - 11th April & 8th July 

Albury-Wodonga - 20th June 

Shepparton - 4th June 

Information booklets are available from the Careers Stand outside the 
library. 

To register visit www.latrobe.edu.au/experience or call 1300 135 045 

 

The ACU University Experience 2014 dates - July school holidays: 

Ballarat Campus - Tuesday 1st July 

Melbourne Campus - Tuesday 8th July 

For more information visit www.acu.edu.au/uni-exp-vic 

 

University of Melbourne 

Trinity College invites secondary students to the Young Leaders 
Programs Program dates: 

July Holidays Week 1: 29 June-6 July  

July Holidays Week 2: 6–13 July  

December Holidays: 30 November-14 December 

Contact details 

Sue Karzis, Director of Young Leaders 

03 9348 7486 

trinityinstitute@trinity.unimelb.edu.au 

http://www.acu.edu.au/uni-exp-vic
mailto:trinityinstitute@trinity.unimelb.edu.au
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NOTICES 
 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 
Can all orders for Girls Winter Uniforms to be returned 
ASAP so we can make sure that we have enough stock 
ordered from the supplier please. 

 

 

 
 

 

Practice Match against Simpson Football Club 

When: Wednesday the 19th Of March 

4:15pm Under 14’s 

5:15pm Under 16’s 

Where: Camperdown Football Grounds 

All Welcome – Current or New Players 

You will have to be a registered player/ member prior to the game 

commencing to play 

 

 

 
Basketball Notice 

Note to all CABA midget & junior basketballers. 

If you have not yet returned your top from this season or past seasons 

could you please return them to Tower Computer Aid or Laffs ASAP. 

Thankyou! 

Jess Van den Eynde 

Vice President of CABA 


