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ISSUE 1-4          28th March, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The first school term is almost complete, with the 

coming school holidays bringing the opportunity for 
students and staff to rest and reflect on what has been 

a hectic but also difficult two months for Mercy 
Regional College. This newsletter opens with a 

reflection on one of my favourite themes, the vocation 

of teaching in a Catholic school. 
 

In the challenging two weeks since the Mercy 
community laid Grace Howard to rest, one constant 

has been the bright optimism of the staff in this school 

– both teaching and non-teaching. I have highlighted 
previously how important their support was for 

students, families and the broader Mercy community 
as we struggled to reconcile the death of someone so 

young. But, at a deeper level, this care and support 
reflects the essential Catholic Christian nature of this 

school. 

 
A Canadian Archbishop, Michael Miller, wrote a great 

little book in 2006 that examined the five key 
components of a Catholic school; key amongst these 

was the principle that the Catholic nature of a Catholic 

school must be created and sustained by the witness 
and example of those who work and teach there. He 

argues that parents ultimately choose to send their 
children to a Catholic school not because the school is 

Catholic but rather those who work there are Catholic.  

And to be Catholic requires Christians who don’t just 
talk the talk but, when required, they walk the talk as 

well. This term, the staff of Mercy Regional College 
have certainly given witness to what constitutes a 

Catholic school. 
 

May God’s blessings be on all the staff of Mercy 

Regional College. 
 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
Next Thursday and Friday will herald the first 

opportunity for parents and students to chat to 

teachers at Parent-Teacher Interviews. They will run 
from 4.00 – 8.30pm on Thursday and 9.00am – 

1.00pm on Friday in the de Chantal Stadium, McAuley 
Campus, Camperdown. Bookings are made online 

through the school’s PTOnline facility and any queries 

on this booking system can be directed to Mr. Chris 

Grant, Deputy Principal – Teaching and Learning on 
5593 2011 or cgrant@mercy.vic.edu.au. 

 

End of Term Arrangements 
A reminder to all students and families that first term 

will conclude next Thursday 3rd April at 3.10 pm and 
second term commences on Tuesday 22nd April 

(following the Easter Monday public holiday).  Week 1 
of next term is a three day week with the Anzac Day 

public holiday on Friday 25th April. 

 

Susan McLean – Cybersafety (Monday 28th 
April) 
On Monday 28th April, Mercy Regional College is very 

excited to host Australia’s foremost expert in the area 

of cybersafety and young people, Mrs. Susan McLean. 
Susan is a former policewoman who was the first 

Victorian police officer to be appointed to a specialist 
role in cyberbullying and young people. Susan will be 

presenting four sessions across the day to Year 7 – 10 

students, staff from Mercy and other HCSN schools as 
well as a special session for parents and friends of 

Mercy in the evening. This public session will run from 
6.00 – 7.40 pm in the de Chantal Stadium, McAuley 

Campus and is free. Further information is included on 

the flyer enclosed. 
 

I strongly encourage any parents interested or 
concerned about the world of cyberspace, social media 

and what the online world is like for adolescents to 
come along. She is without question the most 

outstanding speaker I have heard on this most 

important topic. 
 

Student Activities 
There are a number of student achievements to 

highlight from recent weeks and also some to look 

forward to when we return next month: 
 Congratulations to all Year 8 students and staff on 

a most successful Year 8 Camp this week. After a 

number of years, the camp returned to its 
traditional home at Princetown with students 

asked to plan and bring their own 

mailto:cgrant@mercy.vic.edu.au
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accommodation, food and clothing for the three 
days. I was very pleased to see the great spirit 

with which these challenges were embraced and 
congratulate the staff in charge – Mrs. Grinter, 

Mr. Wynd and Mrs. Sargeant. 

 In the last couple of days, Year 7 & 9 students 

have spent a day on retreat being entertained 
and challenged by the words and music of Mr 

Chris Doyle. 
 Congratulations to all students who have been 

involved with interschool swimming and athletics 

events for Mercy in past weeks. 
 Last week, Mercy Regional College was delighted 

to host a number of Japanese students who were 

staying locally as part of an equestrian exchange 

program. 
 

 
 

 In the first week of next term, three half days will 

be spent by all Year 9 students in the Shire of 

Corangamite’s BRICKs program.  This program 
has run in recent years in other local schools and 

aims to nourish the fundamental quality of 
resilience in young people. 

 Later in this newsletter is a flyer offering the 

opportunity for teenagers interested in assisting 
with the very successful Fun4Kids Carnival that 

runs during the July school holidays in 

Warrnambool.  Mercy Regional College’s Mr Daryl 
Richardson has a lead role in organizing the 

teenage volunteers who form an integral part of 
the Fun4Kids program and is keen to assist any 

students interested in being involved. 

 

Mortlake Bus Passes 
The College bus that transfers students between 
McAuley and O'Keeffe campuses is full and, as a result, 

bus passes will not be available. If exceptional 

circumstances occur and a bus pass for this route is 
needed, students will need to apply directly to Mr. 

Glennen or me. 
 

 
 

Caritas Fundraiser 
Footy Colours Fundraiser for Caritas will be held next 

Thursday for students in Years 7 – 12. Students are 
permitted to wear jumpers or scarves in appropriate 

colours. 

 
I wish all families the very best for the upcoming 

holidays and hope that the joy of the Easter Triduum 
that concludes the two weeks brings happiness to 

each of you. 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Wednesday 2nd April 

HSSSD Athletics Carnival 

Camperdown Stadium Sports Track 

Commencing 9am 

 

Thursday 3rd April 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

4:00pm – 8:30pm 

 

Friday 4th April 

(Student Free Day) 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

9:00am – 1:00pm 

Uniform Shop will be open 

(9am – 1pm) 

Term 1 concludes 

 

Term 2 commences Tuesday 22nd April 

Holiday - Anzac Day Friday 25th April 

 

Wednesday 30th April 

Central Australia Information Night @ 7pm in 

the Multi-purpose room. 
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PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
 

Parents are invited to the following information night which is free of charge. 
 

SUSAN MCLEAN 
from 

Cyber Safety Solutions 
www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au  

 

 
 

Date:  MONDAY 28th APRIL, 2014 
Time:  6:00PM - 7:40PM 

Where:  De Chantal Stadium, Camperdown 
 

Growing up online- what all kids need to know about cyberspace but what technology fails to teach them! 
 

With the explosion of cyber technology, we are also seeing a dramatic rise in negative impact of such 
technology. The issue of cyber bullying, harassment and ‘sexting’ is emerging as the number one issue 

confronting the safety and wellbeing of young people and wider community. 
 

Teens are often not aware that their words or photos, which may have been intended for a small audience, 
sometimes find their way to a larger one, often with both unexpected and undesirable consequences. 

 
This session will cover what parents need to be aware of and the positive benefits of technology! 
 
Topics covered include: 
 
 Popular sites for youth, social networking, online games, apps that children are using 
 The difference between an ‘online friend’ and ‘stranger’ 
 Online grooming-what is it and when/how does it occur? 
 Misuse of mobiles, email, skype, blogs, webcam, including legal consequences and criminal charges 
     (what is cyber bullying and harassment) 
 Potential dangers 
 Safety tips- how to assist children to stay safe online 
 Learn the lingo…converse with your children in the language of cyberspace 
 Be confident in setting rules and boundaries around internet use in the home 
 
 

http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/
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PARISH EASTER CEREMONY TIMES 

CAMPERDOWN – [COBDEN, DERRINALLUM, LISMORE, CAMPERDOWN] 

17th April Holy Thursday: Cobden 6:00pm 
Camperdown 8:00pm 

18th April Good Friday: Cobden - Stations of the Cross 10:00am 
Camperdown 3:00pm 
Lismore 5:30pm 

19th April   Easter Vigil: Camperdown 7:00pm 

20th April Easter Sunday: Derrinallum 9:00am 
Camperdown 11:00am 

 

MORTLAKE – [CARAMUT & MORTLAKE] 

18th April    Good Friday: Mortlake 1:00pm 

20th April    Easter Sunday: Mortlake 9:00am 

 

TERANG 

17th April    Holy Thursday: Terang 7:30pm 

18th April    Good Friday: Terang 3:00pm 

19th April    Easter Vigil: Terang 6:00pm 

20th April    Easter Sunday: Terang 10:30am 

 

TIMBOON – [SIMPSON, TIMBOON] 

17th April    Holy Thursday: Timboon 6:00pm 

18th April    Good Friday: Timboon 3:00pm 

19th April    Easter Vigil: Timboon 7:30pm 

20th April    Easter Sunday: Simpson 9:00am 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 2014 
 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 

My name is Ms. Janet Backhous and I coordinate the Instrumental Program at Mercy Regional College.  Our 
Instrumental Music Program complements the work we cover in Classroom Music, with students wishing to learn 

an instrument able to choose to have a private lesson. 

 
Instrumental Music Tuition is presently available for the following instruments – Piano, Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass, 

Guitar, Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone.  Please email me if you would like to have Instrumental lessons – 
jbackhous@mercy.vic.edu.au - I will then be able to follow up your requests and do my best to provide teachers 

for you. 
 

The instrumental teachers for 2014 are, Ms. Michele McKinnon – Piano, Flute,  Voice and Choir,  Ms. Fiona Pugh – 

Strings – Violin, Viola, Cello and Bass, Mr. .Tony Forbes – Guitar and Bass guitar, Ms. Kelly Kerr – Flute, Clarinet 
and Saxophone, and Mr. Peter Sharp – Guitar and Bass guitar. 

 
I am sorry that we cannot provide a singing teacher at school.  If you are looking for a singing teacher please 

contact me, and I can suggest a teacher in the area for you. 

 
We now have a Brass teacher available to teach at Mercy.  If you are interested in learning a Brass 

instrument please email me and I will contact Ron Eichler.  Ron has taught Brass instruments for many 
years and his students always achieve great results.  I have personally known Ron for many years as he is a 

member of the Colac Music Teachers Association, and he has taught at Trinity College, and in Colac for many 

years. 
 

So again – please email me if you are interested in learning an instrument.  Once I have your details I will discuss 
your lessons with the instrumental teachers and they will contact you to organise your individual program. 

I look forward to meeting you and working with you. 
 

Janet Backhous 

Music/Drama Teacher and Instrumental Music Coordinator 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

FUN FOR KIDS FESTIVAL 
 

Spare time during winter school holidays? Why not volunteer at this year’s Fun4Kids 

Festival – Sunday 29th June to Sunday 6th July 2014?  

 
Sign up now for one or more days (two 4 hour shifts each day of the Festival) and be part 

of the wonderful Fun4Kids Festival volunteer crew.  Secondary School Students who wish 
to volunteer must be 14 years of age or over at the start of this year’s Festival.  

 

There is a variety of workshop areas in which to volunteer – lots of Art and Craft areas; 
Computers/Robotics; Cooking; Lego; Painting; Science/Electronics; Scrapbooking; 

Volunteer Staff Cafeteria; Ten Pin Bowling; Woodwork. 
 

Secondary School Students with internet access are able to complete and return a SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT 

VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION WEBFORM – see website www.fun4kids.com.au Click on ‘GET INVOLVED’.  
 
OR contact the Fun4Kids Volunteer Manager, Sharon Wohlers on 5559 4834 or swohlers@warrnambool.vic.gov.au  
for more information or to request a hard copy of the Secondary School Student Volunteer Registration Forms to 

be posted out. 
 

mailto:jbackhous@mercy.vic.edu.au
http://www.fun4kids.com.au/
mailto:swohlers@warrnambool.vic.gov.au
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CAREERS INFORMATION 
 
Please find below some great programs available to our students ion 2014 
 
Werribee Open Range Zoo’s Keeper for a Day program 
Are you thinking of a career in working with animals? Come and join us for a day and participate in 
range of hands on experiences designed to provide you with an insight into the role of a zoo keeper. 
This is a great opportunity to find out first hand from keepers the skills and experience recommended to 
gain a position as a Zoo keeper amongst a competitive field of applicants. 
 
Ages:  13-18 years. 
Cost:  $103.00 (includes morning tea); $92.70 zoo members 
Dates:  April 8, 10, 14 & 16 
Bookings:  9285 9406 
www.zoo.org.au/werribee/whats-on/keeper-for-a-day  
 
 
Healesville Sanctuary’s Keeper for a Day program 
Go behind the scenes with some of our most precious and endangered Australian animals. Come and 
work alongside our threatened species keepers at Healesville Sanctuary and learn how you can help 
fight extinction. 

Ages:  13-18 years. 
Cost:  $103.00 (includes morning tea); $92.70 zoo members 
Dates:  April 8, 9, 15 &16 
Bookings:  9285 9406 
www.zoo.org.au/healesville/whats-on/keeper-for-a-day 
 
Defying the Drift – Build a Great Future 
Defying the drift is a program for secondary students considering a career in agriculture and related 
industries. It is an initiative of Rotary District 9780 which includes around 60 Rotary Clubs located 
throughout western Victoria and into South Australia. 
Defying the Drift is run in partnership with Marcus Oldham College at Waurn Ponds near Geelong. The 
inaugural program took place in 2010, it had to be cancelled in 2011 due to the flooding that affected 
much of rural Victoria, but the program ran again in 2012 and 2013. 
 
Defying the Drift is a 2 stage Program 
Stage 1: Defying the Drift starts with a challenging residential weekend at a leading tertiary agricultural 
institute, Marcus Oldham College, where participants learn new skills, discover many rural futures, meet 
some great young agriculture role models and have a great time. Stage 2 is when participants bring it all 
together and make a presentation to a local Rotary Club or similar organisation if a Rotary Club is not 
available. Presentations are expected to cover what participants have learnt through the Defying the 
Drift program and their personal reflections on possible rural futures. 
Who’s it for?  Year 9, 10 & 11 students (approx. 15 -16 YO) interested in rural career options. 
Where and when?  Stage 1 Residential Course Marcus Oldham College, Waurn Ponds, Geelong, 
Monday 30th September, 2014 to Wednesday 1st October, 2014. Stages 2 Presentation October to 
November 2014 
 
How much?  A nominal fee of $100 per participant is payable and local Rotary Clubs are encouraged to 
assist by contributing part of the fee. 
MAILING ADDRESS Defying the Drift c/o Unit 1/116 Macpherson Street NHILL VIC 3418 
FURTHER INFORMATION Ms. Helen Teakle, Enrolments coordinator email: dtd@ruralsupport.org 
www.ruralsupport.org 
 
 

http://www.zoo.org.au/werribee/whats-on/keeper-for-a-day
http://www.zoo.org.au/healesville/whats-on/keeper-for-a-day
http://www.zoo.org.au/healesville/whats-on/keeper-for-a-day
https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=9a841fa90dfc49fd8b6e3f20c04e0b49&URL=mailto%3adtd%40ruralsupport.org
https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=9a841fa90dfc49fd8b6e3f20c04e0b49&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ruralsupport.org
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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YOUTH THEATRE GROUP 2014 

FREE for 12-25 year olds 
Starting Term 2, 23rd April 

Every Wednesday 4.30 – 5.30pm 
Upstairs @ Timboon District 

Healthcare Service 

 
- Improvisation 

- Script development & Writing skills 
- Games 

- No pressure, fun activities 
- develop ways to build performance, 

 Self-confidence and expression, 

Social skills, and team work!! 
 

Contact Leanne, Youth Worker 
Phone 5558 6000 by 16th April to register 

 

 
YOUTH WEEK AT TDH 

Presents the following movies 
THE HUNGER GAMES, PG 13 + 

followed by 
CATCHING FIRE, PG 13 + 

THURSDAY 10th APRIL 5pm – 10pm 

Doors open 4:30pm (free event, no passouts) 
Showing in Conference Room, upstairs @ TDHS,  

using the data projector, with surround sound… 
HOT FOOD AND MILKSHAKES WILL 

BE PROVIDED DURING INTERMISSION 

POP CORN DURING THE FILM 
STRICTLY NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL 

THIS IS A SMOKE FREE VENUE 
THIS IS A SUPERVISED EVENT 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE UNDER 18 NEED SIGNED  
PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT (forms available 

at the door) 
Contact Leanne – Youth Worker for enquiries or 

bookings. 
Phone:  5558 6000 

 

 

Cobden Winter Tennis 
Winter tennis will commence with a social hit when 
School Returns after the holidays. It is a fun, relaxed 

and enjoyable competition, so come along and try. 

Monday April 28th 2014 12.00 -2.00pm at the 
Cobden Recreation Reserve. Everyone is 

welcome…….beginners or seasoned 
campaigners. We require players for teams or 

filling in occasionally. 

Competition will start on Monday 5th May. Past players 
please confirm your intention to play. For more 

information please contact: Nicole McVilly 043 7846 
984 or Alison van der Schans 5595 2282. 

 
 

 

Come and Try TOUCH FOOTBALL 
Following on from interest after Recreation Give it a 

Go!, Touch Football will be offered at this stage on a 
Wednesday night at Mockridge park, Thornton Street 

Camperdown. Sessions will start this Wednesday 

19th March 6pm with skills drills and small game. 
In the event of wet weather there will be rules and 

drills at Camperdown old stadium, located behind 
Theatre Royal with access from Bath Street. 

All the family are welcome (Rec Give it a Go come n 

try night included adults and 7 year olds - everyone 
loved it!). Feel free to tap people on the shoulder and 

extend the invitation. For further information contact 
Brooke Love at Council offices on 5593 7100. Hope to 

see you there! 
 

 

“Give it a go!” Program Table Tennis 
The Shire has sponsored two table tennis sessions 

where Level 2 Table Tennis coach Trevor McDowell 
will be available to help anyone of any age have an 

enjoyable introduction to table tennis. 

These sessions will be held at the Timboon Stadium on 
Friday 21st March from 4pm-6pm and at the 

Terang Stadium on Wednesday 26th March from 
4pm-6pm. 

There is no cost involved, so come along anytime 

between 4-6pm and give it a go. Terang run a 
competition from May to September on Wednesday 

evenings which you may decide to play in. 
Contact Pat Nicholson 0418 173 854 for further details. 

 

 


