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ISSUE 2-4          13th June, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 
Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 
Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Already we are almost at the end of second term and, 
therefore, more than halfway through the school year; 
given this, it is opportune to take some time to reflect 
on what has been a busy and sometimes difficult five 
months for the Mercy Regional College community. 
 
One aspect of many schools and, especially, Mercy, is 
the great sense of happiness, joy and affirmation 
found in the schoolyard, classrooms or corridors.  We 
often overlook what a powerful tool this positive 
energy and outlook is for the wellbeing of students 
and staff and my reflection today focuses on the value 
of a smile, 
 
The Smile 
I shot a smile into the air, 
It came to earth I know not where; 
Perhaps on someone else’s face 
In some forgotten place. 
Perhaps somewhere a sleeping child 
Has had a happy dream and smiled 
Or some old soul about to die 
Has smiled and made a little sigh; 
Has sighed a simple, final prayer 
Which lifts up gently in the air 
And flows into the world, so wild, 
Perhaps to wake the sleeping child. 
   Michael Leunig 
 
EduTECH Conference 
For the second year in a row, I was privileged last 
week to attend the EduTECH Conference which is held 
annually in Brisbane. On the surface, EduTECH 
appears to be simply a gathering of companies and 
technicians keen to promote the latest in technology 
and gadgets, but its real value is the world-class 
keynote speakers it attracts and the ideas that they 
challenge us with to rethink what constitutes best 
practice in education in 2014. I look forward to sharing 
some of the ideas that resonated with me over the 
next couple of months and they will certainly inform 
the strategic directions of Mercy Regional College in 
teaching and learning over coming years. 
 

 
Annual Report to the Community 
Each year, the College is required by the Federal 
Government to complete an annual compliance report 
that examines all aspects of College life. 
 
This report is available to all parents on the Mercy 
website, www.mercy.vic.edu.au and includes sections 
on Catholic School Culture, Learning and Teaching, 
Wellbeing, Leadership and Management, Community 
and our financial performance. 
 
End of Semester Examinations and 
Assessment 
As has been emphasized in recent newsletter, the next 
few days see students in Years 8 – 11 complete 
semester examinations across most subject areas.  
Although they are but one means of assessment, the 
study and revision skills necessary to perform well in 
these assessment are important learnings for all 
aspects of school life.  I wish all students well. 
 
Following the completion of exams and other semester 
assessments, teachers will complete students’ 
semester reports and part of this, next Thursday 
19th June is a Correction Day for staff.  No classes 
will operate at either campus. 
 
Student Activities 
In addition to the important academic work associated 
with the end of semester, students have been involved 
in a number of other activities, they include: 
 All students studying a VCE Unit 3-4 unit or 

sequence who completed the VCAA’s GAT on 
Wednesday at Camperdown College.  
Congratulations to all involved on the mature 
and conscientious way that this important task 
was completed. 

 Thirty-three Year 11 students and a number of 
staff travelled to the Alfred Hospital in 
Melbourne to participate in the PARTY program. 

 All Year 9 students were involved in the “Try a 
Career Day’ hosted by Deakin University and 
SWTAFE at the university’s Sherwood Park 
Campus. 
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 Year 8 students spent last Thursday on retreat 
at the Noorat Community Centre focused on ‘A 
Just World’ and a number of social justice 
issues. 

 Good luck to the Year 12 students involved in 
tonight’s Footy Colours Night and to those 
students who participated in the GW Cross-
country competition today in Hamilton. 

 
 
Yours in Mercy, 
 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
Head of Learning & Teaching VCE 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 

Below is the VCE UNIT 3/4 TIMETABLE for the 
end of the year. 

 

Monday 
6 October 
to 
Tuesday 
28 October  

Languages examinations: Oral 
component 
(except Classical Greek, Classical 
Hebrew, Indigenous Languages of 
Victoria and Latin) 
Dance 
VET Dance 
Drama: Solo 
Theatre Studies: Stagecraft 
Examination 

Monday 
6 October 
to 
Sunday 
2 November 

Music Investigation 
Music Performance 
VET Music 

Monday 
13 October 
to 
Friday 
17 October  

Extended Investigation: Externally-
assessed Task Oral presentation 

 
2014 Written Examinations 

 

Tuesday 
21 October  

2.00 pm – 4.40 pm 
Armenian, Bosnian, Croatian, Dutch, 
Filipino, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, 
Khmer, Macedonian, Maltese, 
Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, 
Romanian, Russian, Serbian, 
Sinhala, Swedish, Tamil, Turkish, 
Ukrainian, Yiddish 

 

Tuesday 
21 October 

2.00 pm – 4.15 pm 
Arabic, Korean First Language, Korean 
Second Language 

 
 

Wednesday 
15 October 

1.55 pm – 5.00 pm 
Classical Greek 

Monday  
27 October 

1.55 pm – 5.00 pm 
Classical Hebrew 

Wednesday
22 October 

8.00 am – 6.00 pm 
Students are scheduled in one of the 
three two-hour sessions. Each session 
is preceded by 10 minutes of 
reading/viewing time. 

 
End-of-year written examination timetable 
 

Wednesday
29 October 

9.00 am – 12.15 pm 
English 
English as an Additional Language 
(EAL) 

Thursday 
30 October 

9.00 am – 
11.45 am  
Psychology 

3.00 pm – 
5.15 pm  
Economics 

Friday 
31 October 

9.00 am – 
11.45 am 
Biology 

3.00 pm – 
4.45 pm  
Further Mathematics Exam 
1 
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Mercy’s Fifth Annual Battle of the Bands 
Mr. Luke Bourchier 
 
Photos from ‘Battle of the Bands’  
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Monday 16 June 
* Mid-year Exams 
 
Tuesday 17 June 
* Mid-year Exams 
* MRC Board Meeting 7:30PM McAuley Campus 
 
Thursday 19 June 
* Unit 4 Outdoor Ed Grampians Camp 
* Correction Day - Student Free Day 
 
Friday 20 June 
* Unit 4 Outdoor Ed Grampians Camp 
 
Tuesday 24 June 
* Leukemia Foundation Shave for a Cure  
 
Friday 27 June 
* Term 2 concludes 
 
TERM 3 
Monday 14 July 
* Term 3 commences for staff and students 
 
Tuesday 15 July 
* Student Free Day & Staff PD Day 
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