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ISSUE 3-1          25th July, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The last two weeks have been very sad and bleak for 
the people of Australia and the world; the tragedy of 

the Malaysian Airlines flight MH 17 as well as the 

ongoing and escalating conflict in the Middle East is 
cause for each of us to recommit to our faith, a faith 

built on the bedrock values of peace, love, justice, 
tolerance and compassion. 

 
Our prayer today reflects on these themes: 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
we cry out to you in shock and grief 
for the lives lost to unthinkable violence  
in the sky above the Ukraine  
and in the homes and streets of Gaza and Israel. 
Wherever deadly hate is in people’s hearts,  
come and disarm the violent  
with your words of peace and acts of forgiveness. 
Wherever people are weeping 
for their shattered communities or their beloved 
friends,  
come and plant seeds of hope with your  
promise of resurrection life and a new creation. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Planning for 2015 
With the College almost two weeks into third term, 

planning for 2015 has begun in earnest. With a school 

the size of Mercy, forward planning needs to be 
comprehensive, considered and completed in a timely 

fashion. Central to this planning are the subject 
selection processes for students entering Years 9 – 12 

in 2015. I strongly encourage all parents to take an 

interest in the selections and decisions that your 
son/daughter is making in the next few weeks.  

Specific details on subject selection processes and the 
upcoming VCE Information Night are included later in 

this newsletter. 

 
Next Tuesday and Wednesday sees the second stage 

in the College enrolment processes for incoming 2015 
Year 7 students with enrolment interviews to be held 

at O’Keeffe Campus (Tuesday evening) and McAuley 
Campus (Wednesday evening) from 3.30 – 6.00pm.   

 

These enrolment interviews provide both the College 
and prospective students and parents to meet, discuss 

transition arrangements, identify and discuss any 

areas of concern and provide an invaluable opportunity 
for prospective students to reflect on what the 

transition to secondary education might entail. Any 
students or families that are considering an enrolment 

at Mercy are asked to make contact with the Principal’s 
Secretary, Mrs. Sue Bohm at the College on 5593 2011 

or sue@mercy.vic.edu.au  

 

Mercy Regional College Annual Car Raffle 
Third term also heralds the start of Mercy Regional 
College’s most important fundraiser, the annual Car 

Raffle. The car raffle has been held annually for almost 

40 years and, each year, almost $40,000 is generated 
to be spent improving the College facilities for your 

children. In recent years, funds raised by the Mercy 
PTFA have funded the purchase of a new 24 seater 

mini-bus, refurbishment of the McAuley Campus 

heritage-listed convent verandah and substantial IT 
infrastructure. I will be highlighting different aspects of 

the Car Raffle in upcoming newsletters as we move 
towards the Raffle draw which is held on Wednesday 

12th November. 
 

The Car Raffle committee met last night and one issue 

of concern is the need for us to continually refresh our 
numbers of parents who are willing to co-ordinate the 

sale of raffle tickets in each of our local communities. 
We are looking for parents or friends who are willing 

to work with the College and our Car Raffle 

coordinator, Mrs. Maureen Adeney to ensure that there 
are sufficient ticket sellers each time the tickets are 

offered around the district. Given the years that the 
Car Raffle has been operating, the College has very 

efficient systems in place to assist our volunteers, so 

the workload on those leading is not great. 
 

If you would be interested in assisting to coordinate 
the selling of tickets in a local area please contact 

Maureen at the College on 5593 2011 or 
madeney@mercy.vic.edu.au  

mailto:sue@mercy.vic.edu.au
mailto:madeney@mercy.vic.edu.au
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Staff Religious Education PD Day 

Last Tuesday, almost 60 Mercy staff joined 170 others 

from Trinity College, Colac and Emmanuel College, 
Warrnambool for a day at the Noorat Community 

Centre directed towards exploring the Jewish and 
Christian Scriptures and Catholic Christianity and 

Judaism themselves. The 230 Catholic school staff 

present were privileged to listen to the engaging, 
funny and often challenging words of American New 

Testament scholar, Dr Amy-Jill Levine. Dr Levine is 
delivering a series of day-long sessions to Victorian 

Catholic schools and while with us explored themes 

that included Jesus as a Jew, The Prodigal Son and 
Women in the Christian Scriptures. The day was 

memorable both for the quality of Amy-Jill as a 
presenter but also for the opportunity to catch up with 

staff from the other schools, many of whom were old 

friends, colleagues and even kin. 
 

Insight SRC Surveys 
Over the next couple of days, 100 Mercy families will 

receive packages from Insight SRC, a company which 

conducts surveys of school performance. Every two 
years, all Ballarat diocesan schools are required to 

have this data collected, collated and examined. 
Personally, I have found these surveys to be amongst 

the most important sources of data for us to examine 
how effectively Mercy is performing across a range of 

areas including academic outcomes, classroom 

teaching, student learning, Catholic school identity and 
school community. In addition, the data collected 

informs our key strategic tool, the School 
Improvement Framework. 

 

Could I ask that any families who receive an Insight 
SRC pack spend 30 minutes completing the survey 

(either online or the paper version) before next 
Thursday 7th August. All completed paper surveys 

need to be delivered to College Reception by this date. 
Responses are strictly confidential with the College not 

provided with any individual data or responses. 

 

Student and staff activities 
Although the weather has not been great, a significant 
number of student and staff activities have been 

underway: 

 Congratulations to our Deputy Principal – 

Teaching and Learning, Mr. Chris Grant who 
completed his first performance review last week. 

Chris has been with us for 2 ½ years and was 
required to complete this review ahead of a new 

contract. Thanks to all who participated in the 

interviews and to my colleagues on the review 
panel – Mr. Bill Slatter from the CEOB and Mrs. 

Tricia Cosgriff from Loreto College, Ballarat. 
 Last Friday, both Campuses were abuzz with talk 

of Malala Yousafzai, a young lady from Pakistan 

famous for her resistance to the radical Taliban 
and advocate for girls’ rights to education. 

Congratulations to the social justice committees 

of both campuses and to Mrs. Jo Saunders for 
their work in promoting this important issue. 

 A number of students have been participating and 
competing in sporting pursuits in the local area 

and beyond, these have included the VCE 

Outdoor Education Ski Trip, HSSSD basketball, 
State Crosscountry and GW Netball. 

Well done to all! 
 

 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 
 
 

Monday 28 July 
* VCE Subject Information Session (7:30-9:00 PM) 

 

Tuesday 29 July 
* Year 7 2015 Enrolment Interviews (3:30-5:30PM) 

 
Wednesday 30 July 

* Year 7 2015 Enrolment Interviews (3:30-5:30PM) 

 
Monday 4 August 

* GW Table Tennis (Intermediate & Seniors) 
* Thomas Carr Exchange Program 

 

Tuesday 5 August 
* Thomas Carr Exchange Program 

* Peter's Project Dress-up Day 
 

Wednesday 6 August 
* Thomas Carr Exchange Program 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Thursday 7 August 

* Thomas Carr Exchange Program 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

* Guest speaker - Archie Fusilo (Year 8) 

 
Friday 8 August 

* Thomas Carr Exchange Program 
 

Monday 11 August 
* GW Netball (7 & 8) 

 

Tuesday 12 August 
* Year 10 Retreat 

 
Wednesday 13 August 

* Year 10 Retreat 

 
Thursday 14 August 

* Year 10 Retreat 
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Monday 18 August 

* Mid Term Break – no school for staff & students 
 

Wednesday 20 August 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 

Thursday 21 August 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

* Seeds of Justice Regional Event at Araluen 
 

Friday 22 August 

* Seeds of Justice Regional Event at Araluen 
 

Wednesday 27 August 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Thursday 28 August 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Monday 1 September 

* HCSN Transition Day 
 

Tuesday 2 September 

* Country Kids Transition Day 
 

Wednesday 3 September 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Thursday 4 September 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

* Mercy Instrumental Music Evening (7 PM-9:30 PM) 
 

Friday 5 September 
* Teaching Staff PD Day 

 

Wednesday 10 September 
* P/T/S Interviews (3:30 PM-6 PM) & (4 PM-8:30 PM) 

 
Thursday 11 September 

* HSSSD Basketball (Years 7 & 8) 

 
Friday 12 September 

*Our Lady of Mercy Mass – Stadium 11:30AM-12:30PM 
 

Monday 15 September 
* Central Australia Trip departs 

 

Tuesday 17 September 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Wednesday 18 September 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Thursday 19 September 

* Term 3 concludes 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

From the Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Jo Saunders 
 
Malala Day: Celebrated on July 18th, 2014 at 

Mercy Regional College. 
 

As we know, Malala Yousafzai, the young Pakistani 

child was shot on her way to school two years ago for 
her outspoken opinions about the necessity of all 

children to have an education.  She has battled to 
regain her health and is now an activist for universal 

education. 

Her birthday is July 14th, but on July 18th, Mercy 
Regional College honored Malala with a special 

Awareness Campaign decorating the entire school. 
Students wrote her thoughts of positive, but peaceful 

action on the ground in chalk so all students were 

welcomed into the school buildings with her message.  
 

Social Justice Captain Caitlin Smart coordinated the 
idea of the day and researched a great deal of 

material. This was spread amongst the students in 
every homeroom and corridor. Colourful posters, 

quotations, pictures and balloons helped to bring 

Malala’s message of universal education to the 
attention of students and staff. The library ran youtube 

clips with information about the life of Malala and her 
recent speech to the United Nations. Some students 

wrote inspiring letters urging the UN to support, 

promote and protect the right of universal education 
for all children, no matter their race, colour or religion. 

It was the hope of the Social Justice Team at Mercy 
College that each student and staff member would 

know more about Malala and her message of 
forgiveness, strength and courage after this great day 

of celebration. Congratulations to the students who 

helped to decorate the school and gave so generously 
of their time both before and after school hours to 

present this important information to the community. 
In the words of Malala Yousafzai,  

 

“One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can 

change the world” 
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Tika Peru Scarves: 
 
Yes it is cold, but if you want to stay warm and cosy 

and wear a snuggly scarf then purchase one of the 
wonderful Tika Scarves. Available in either Blue with 

neutral tones or black with pastel stripes these scarves 

are just $20 each!!! 
 

CAN BE WORN WITH THE MERCY COLLEGE 
UNIFORM 

We have been selling the Tika Scarves for three 
years now and are almost out of stock. 

When buying a Tika Scarf you are supporting the 

women of Peru who live the poorest of environments. 
Through the support of the Sisters of Mercy they have 

been able to build a sustainable business and purchase 
knitting machines. Be warm, Be just, Be fair to those 

in need … and buy a Tika Peru Scarf. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Enhanced Learning Coordinator 
Mrs. Leesa Henriksen 
 
‘THINK TANK’ DAY  

 

On Wednesday 25th June at O’Keefe Campus, Mercy 

hosted their first ever ‘Think Tank’ Day. It was offered 

for the first time to a small group of our highly able 
students from Year 7 to Year 10. The day was a 

unique opportunity for students to be involved in an 

event that catered for them academically, socially and 
emotionally and allowed them to participate in 

problem solving and higher order thinking activities 
with like-minded peers and be challenged on many 

levels. 
 

The day began with some fun icebreaker activities that 

got the students thinking critically and also allowed 
them to get to know the other students who they 

would be spending the day with. Reflection time after 
this gave us an opportunity to read some inspirational 

quotes from a range of successful people in the world. 

Students then chose one quote to copy down and hold 
onto and refer to throughout the day. We then 

participated in a ‘Toxic Waste’ team challenge with the 
goal being to move some toxic waste to a ‘Neutraliser’ 

zone with only minimal equipment in a specified space 
and time frame. This provided a great opportunity to 

really use our thinking skills and be challenged on 

many levels. There were a lot of laughs but also lots of 
other emotions at work, frustration being one of them!  

 
After recess we were lucky enough to have Dr Joshua 

Saunders, a past St Patrick’s Camperdown Primary and 

Mercy student, speak about his experiences at school 
as a highly able student, and also more recently as a 

university student and graduating doctor! Josh was 
very inspirational to listen to and spoke fondly of his 

school days, teachers and peers. He emphasized the 

importance of setting goals and following your dreams, 
getting involved with extra-curricular activities and the 

balance between work and play. The students used 
the opportunity to also ask some great questions and 

they were very keen to gain an insight into his 
profession and the steps he took to become a doctor. 

We thank Josh for being so generous with his time and 

sharing his experiences and we wish him all the best in 
his career. 
 
Josh’s session tied in well with our next session on 

career paths. Students used online tools and websites 

to explore possible career paths and what their 
interests and strengths might lead them to. Lots of 

sharing about jobs, subject choice and university 
courses took place. Students were then placed into 

groups with similar career paths in mind where further 
peer discussion and support took place. 
 

Our afternoon session was a virtual video conference 
through Questacon in Canberra. The students were 

challenged to work in pairs and build prototype 
solutions to a problem using basic materials. Through 

designing and making, students explored innovation 
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and learnt skills that will help them solve problems 
across the curriculum and beyond. This was lots of fun 

and was exciting seeing ourselves on TV! 
 

The feedback from the day was very positive and it 
was fantastic to see the high level of participation and 

enthusiasm throughout the day. Students mixed well 

across the year levels and enjoyed the range of 
cooperative, creative and open-ended tasks offered 

throughout the day. The day was such as success we 
hope to run something similar later in the year. 
 

These students each received a participation certificate 
for their involvement in the day: 
 
 

Year 7 

 
Jordana Bateman 

Emma Bath 
Sam Cole 

Tadgh Dwyer 

Nina Parker 
Tully Watt 

 

Year 8 

 
Isabella Giblin 

Luke Lenehan 
Demby McKenzie 

Joshua Newcombe 

Martin Robbins 
Tate Tregea Copeland 

Abbey Vines 
Joshua Watt 

 

Year 9 
 

Chey Beaver 
Chloe Gibson 

Tara Suri 

Ripley Watt 
Sarah VanderSchans 

Stephanie Smart  
 

Year 10 
 

Ryan Brumby 
Kate Halleyburton 

Matthew Harty 

Jordyn Hickey 
Ella Kissick 

Lily Lourey 
Emma Lucas 

Hamish McConachy 

Caitlin Williams 
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MUSIC NOTICE 
Janet Backhous - Instrumental Music Co - Ordinator 
 
 
1. Instrumental Concert 
 
Our Instrumental Concert is fast approaching and it is always a fabulous evening. 
Our Instrumental Students and their teachers will again surprise and delight us with their 
inspirational and uplifting performances. 
Please note the date in your dairies and join us for a great night of music. 
 
Date - Thursday the 4th September 
Time - 7 pm till 9.30pm 
Place – Multi-purpose Room - McAuley Campus 
Supper - Please bring a plate of food to share - Drinks provided 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
2. Instrumental Lessons 
 
Instrumental Lessons are available for students wanting to learn Guitar and Bass guitar, 
Clarinet, Flute and Saxaphone, Piano and Singing, Violin, Viola and Cello. 
If you would like to learn one of these instruments please contact me via email 
jbackhous@mercy.vic.edu.au 
 
I will then get back to you and organise your lessons. 
 
 
3. Warrnambool Eisteddfod Success 
 
I would like to congratulate Mollie Gaut on her achievements at the Warrnambool Eisteddfod. 
Mollie competed in the Vocal Sections and achieved the following awards - 

 1st place in the Australian Composer section singing 'True Blue.' 
 1st place in the Contemporary section singing 'Butterfly Fly away.' 

For this section Mollie also accompanied herself on the guitar. 
Honourable Mention for Own Choice singing 'People help the People.' 
 
Well done Mollie. You work hard and it is always a joy to hear you sing. Mollie learns with Phillip 
Trigg and we know he is very proud of your achievements Mollie. We look forward to hearing 
you sing at the Colac Eisteddfod and the Instrumental Concert. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jbackhous@mercy.vic.edu.au
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