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ISSUE 3-2         Friday 8th August, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Last weekend, I was privileged to attend a couple of 
milestones in the lives of other Catholic schools, both 

of which have connections to Mercy.  On Friday, St 
Patrick’s Primary School hosted a celebration to 

recognize the naming of six areas of their school after 

significant staff members past and present.  
Congratulations to Fr. John Shine (Parish Priest of St 

Patrick’s 1892-1931), Mrs. Marg Sinnott, Mrs. Pat 
Brooks, Sr. Pattie McKinnon, Mrs. Jan Riches, Mrs. 

Dianne Pickles and Mrs. Mary McLeod on this honour.  

The evening served to highlight the enormous 
contribution that many people make to our Catholic 

schools and the absolute humility with which they 
carry out this service. 

 
On Sunday afternoon, my wife and I joined a number 

of members of the Mercy community, Bishop Paul Bird, 

students and staff from the Thomas Carr College 
community as well as many members of the local 

Cororooke Parish as the new Good Samaritan campus 
of Thomas Carr College was blessed and officially 

opened in Coragulac. Notwithstanding the fine job that 

has been carried out refurbishing the original Good 
Samaritan convent and the excitement that Thomas 

Carr students displayed at the prospect of travelling to 
the new campus, I found the pride displayed by the 

Cororooke parishioners in their church, parish and 

countryside the real highlight of the afternoon! 
 

My extended prayer today is inspired by the story of 
the Good Samaritan in the Gospel of Luke: 

 
God of love, give us a deep love for you, 
so that we can see the world as you see it, 
feel the compassion you feel, 
and be a people whose lives mediate your love to 
others. 
 
So open our eyes that we might see what the Good 
Samaritan saw. 
Grant us the insight to see the need in others, 
the wisdom to know what to do, and the will to do it. 
 

 
And so we pray for all those, who in many and various 
ways, have been stripped, beaten and left for dead. 
 
We pray for children who must grow up in the most 
awful of circumstances, especially for those starved of 
love, or food, or shelter or security. 
May they receive the future you have planned for 
them. 
 
We pray for those we might cross the road to avoid. 
Who have been excluded socially because of their 
race, their financial status, or their history. 
May the dignity that is theirs be restored to them. 
 
We pray for those whose need we would rather not 
face up to, because it requires action of us, those who 
suffer atrocities because of war, unjust trade rules,  
or oppressive governments. 
May the world receive a true picture of their suffering 
and the factors that cause it, that justice may be done. 
 
Open our eyes, that we might not cross the road from 
human need. Give us a deep love for you, 
that we might see your love at work in this world,  
and that we might Go and do likewise. 
 

 

ACARA Notice 
Please find later in this newsletter a notice from the 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA).  All schools have been notified that 

they need to notify parents that ACARA have 

requested certain data from the Catholic Education 
Commission Victoria. 

 
If you are happy for this to occur, you do not need to 

do anything. However, if you do not want this to 
occur, please ring Mrs. Sue Bohm at the College on 

5593 2011 or email her at sue@mercy.vic.edu.au by 

next Friday 15th August. 
 

 
 

mailto:sue@mercy.vic.edu.au
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Insight SRC Surveys 
Thanks to all families who participated in the recent 

Insight SRC survey conducted here at school and 
within our community. We expect the results of the 

survey to arrive in October and I look forward to 
publishing them at that time. 

 

Visit to Mercy by students from Halls Creek 
As many in the Mercy community know, Mr. James 

Castles is on leave teaching in a WA high school in the 
remote community of Halls Creek. James has been 

working in recent months to arrange a special trip for 

a number of the indigenous students in his care; this 
trip which includes time in Melbourne, Ballarat and 

Camperdown has a strong focus on netball and the 
value of a healthy lifestyle. 

 

The trip south involves ten Year 7 – 9 students and 
four staff members spending 10 days both as tourists 

in Melbourne and sometime experiencing classroom 
life at Mercy Regional College. 

 

To assist with their accommodation here at Mercy, the 
Year 12 student leaders are looking for 15 swags, 

sleeping bags and pillow for the girls to use. 
 

If you are able to help, please contact Mr. Joe 
Kingston at the College. 

 

Mid-term break 
A reminder to all students and families that the College 

will be closed on Monday 18th August for mid-term 
break, hopefully the long weekend will give many the 

opportunity to rest after what has been a wet and cold 

few weeks. 
 

Good luck 
Today was the final day of teaching for Mrs. Kym 

Penry before she travels with her children to the US to 

join her husband, John in Wisconsin. We wish the 
Penry’s all the best for the next 18 months and look 

forward to their return in 2016.  Kym’s classes will be 
covered by Mrs. Judy Pyke and Ms. Kellie Wilson. 

 

Student Activities 
Notwithstanding the occasional rain shower, our 

students have been participating in a range of 
activities in the last couple of weeks, these have 

included: 

 
 Nine Year 8 students and Mr Matt Harkin have 

spent the last week with students from Thomas 

Carr College in Melbourne and here in the South-

West as part of the annual Thomas Carr 

Exchange. 

 On Thursday the O’Keeffe Campus hosted author 

Archie Fusilo who spoke to our Year 8 students. 

 Tuesday was a very colourful day at both 

campuses with students and staff dressed up in a 

‘circus’ theme to raise money for the Hampden 

Specialist School. 

 Greater Western sports continued with 

competitions in basketball, netball and table-

tennis in recent days. 

 Next week, our Year 10 students spend two days 

at Araluen Camp, Anglesea on retreat. A reminder 

to all students and parents that retreats are a 

compulsory part of the Mercy Regional College 

program. 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 

 
 

REMINDER 
SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 

 

A reminder for parents who are not 
on payment plans for their school 

fees that accounts are to be finalised 
by 

SEPTEMBER 19th, 2014. 
 

Current fee statements have been 
emailed/posted to families yesterday. 

 
Payment of outstanding amounts may be 

made by one of the following options: 
 

• Cash / Cheque / Credit Card in person at 
the McAuley Campus office. 

• Cheque / Credit Card notification by mail. 
• Direct Credit into NAB account in person 

at a branch or via Internet Banking. 
 

National Australia Bank 
BSB Number:  083 526 

Account Number:   5288 99931 
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WANTED 
 

FOR OUR VISITORS FROM HALLS CREEK 
WE NEED 15 SWAGS, AND OR SLEEPING BAGS AND PILLOWS. 

Sunday 17th – Thursday 21st August 
IF ANYONE CAN HELP WITH THESE ITEMS, PLEASE CONTACT THE COLLEGE OFFICE. 

 

 

 
 

URGENT NOTICE 
 

On Monday this week an envelope came to the office of McAuley Campus in one of the 
Homeroom tubs. This envelope had a large amount of cash in it, however, there was no 

name or account number on the envelope. 
If anyone has sent money to school this week we ask you to contact the office as a matter 

of urgency. Please phone 5593 2011. 
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Enhanced Learning Coordinator 
Mrs. Leesa Henriksen 
 
Australian Geography Competition 

Thirty three students from Year 7 to Year 10 took part 
in the Australian Geography Competition last term. 

The Competition challenged the students to 

demonstrate their geographical knowledge and skills.  
The Competition also encouraged student interest in 

geography and rewarded student excellence. Our 
students did very well, in what is considered to be a 

very challenging competition. 

 
Results: 

 

NAME RESULT 

Emma Bath 

Gabrielle Beaver 
Nell Blake 

Sam Cole 

Bella Giblin 
Chloe Gibson 

Brooke Hallyburton 
Laura Hickey 

Ella Kissick 

Edward Lee 
Meg Lenehan 

Lily Lourey 
Nina Parker 

Madeline Penry 
Martin Robbins 

Jayden Royal 

Joshua Newcombe 
Alexis Thorton 

Faith Thornton 
Abbey Vines 

Caitlin Williams 

 
Cheyenne Beaver 

Jack Bella 
Chloe Collins 

Guy Faber 

Jordyn Hickey 
Julian Hill 

Eliza Johnstone 
William O’Brien 

Sarah Van der Schans 
 

Isaac Kenna 

Demby McKenzie 
 

Luke Lenehan 

Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 

 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
 

Distinction 

Distinction 
 

High Distinction 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Australian History Competition 
The Australian History Competition is prepared by the 

History Teachers’ Association of Australia. While a 
primary goal has been to provide an interesting and 

challenging competition for students, it is also an 
opportunity to support teachers in the implementation 

of the new Australian Curriculum: History. 

 
The questions focused on key elements of the 

Australian Curriculum: History – sound historical 
knowledge, historical skills and historical 

understandings. Our students did very well, in what is 

considered to be a very challenging competition. 
Fifteen students in Year 8 completed the Competition 

and twenty one in Year 10. 
 

Results: 
 

NAME RESULT 

Emily Battistello 

Rhys Casson 
Stephanie Hibburt 

Eliza Johnstone 
Gemma Lees 

Meg Lenehan 
Brigitte McDonald 

Sophie Rowan  

 
Lily Everett 

Matthew Harty 
Indira Kent 

Claire Kingston 

Ella Kissick 
Alexis Thornton 

Joshua Watt 
 

Zoe Barker 

Gabrielle Beaver 
Caitlin Gass 

Jacob Harris 
Jordan Harris 

Jordyn Hickey 
Julian Hill 

Edward Lee 

Emma Lucas 
Demby McKenzie 

Joshua Newcombe 
Nicholas Oates 

William O’Brien 

Abbey Vines 
 

Luke Lenehan 
Hamish McConachy 

Martin Robbins 
Tate Tregea Copeland 

Caitlin Williams 

 
Jack Bell 

Ryan Brumby 
 

Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 
Participation 

Participation 

 
Merit 

Merit 
Merit 

Merit 

Merit 
Merit 

Merit 
 

Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

Credit 

Credit 
 

Distinction 
Distinction 

Distinction 
Distinction 

Distinction 

 
High Distinction 

High Distinction 
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Bricks Leaders 
Report by: Chelsea Lucas 
 
Over the past two terms and continuing on in term 

three, a group of thirteen year 9 students have been 
meeting every two weeks as a part of a leadership 

team formed from the Corangamite BRICKS (Building 

Resilience in Corangamite kids program) leaders 
program. 

 

 
 

The BRICKS program was undertaken by all year 9 

students earlier in the school year. The program was 
run over a period of three days and its aim was to 

focus on the wellbeing and mental health of youth. 
From this program, thirteen students were chosen to 

attend and represent Mercy Regional College in the 
extended program. 

 

Through this extension we have been planning and 
organising an event including years 7 to 10 with a 

"Colour your day" theme. Mental, physical and team 
activities will be run for the middle school students as 

well as a barbecue lunch. There will also be a provided 

morning tea of healthy food choices at the junior 
campus. Our main aim for the day is to raise 

awareness of mental health and wellbeing, as well as 
self-expression and bringing both O'Keefe and McAuley 

campuses together. 
 

On the 6th of August, the BRICKS leadership team, 

accompanied by Mr. Brisbane attended a second 
leadership day at the Camperdown Football Club social 

rooms. Here, Mercy students met with other student 
leaders from Terang College, Derrinallum P-12, 

Camperdown College and Timboon High school to 

discuss our ideas for how we can make a difference in 
our schools as leaders. Each school took turns to 

present their work to representatives from 
Corangamite shire, Headspace, Lions and Rotary. 

We are looking forward to more things to come in 

Term 4 as well as meeting ten aboriginal students 
from Hall’s Creek who will be a part of our classes for 

three days later this term. 

Thomas Carr College Exchange 
Mrs. Sharyn Grinter 
 
The annual Thomas Carr Exchange took place this 

week. Nineteen Year 8 students from Mercy Regional 
College placed applications to attend this program and 

with only nine places available, and all candidates 

suitable, we needed to randomly make selections. 
Thanks go to all students who were willing to apply 

and go through the interview process. 
 

Thank you, also, to families who are and were 

prepared to host a student from Thomas Carr College 
in their homes. 

 
Along with staff member Mr. Matthew Harkin our 

students travelled to Thomas Carr on Monday morning 

and spent the afternoon at the College before heading 
to the homes of their host student. 

 
Tuesday was spent touring the city with their hosts 

and included visits to the markets and the Sky Deck.  
Our students, along with the Thomas Carr students 

travelled home on Wednesday and spent Thursday 

touring the area and involving them in a number of 
country/farm pursuits. Before concluding their time 

spent here, a Year 8 assembly was held. 
 

Thanks to all those involved in making this Program 

successful for this year. 
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Library News 
Mrs. Maureen O’Loughlan - Library Manager 
 
Year 8 students at the O’Keeffe Campus were 

fortunate to have spent yesterday with Archie Fusillo, 
author of their current English text, “The Dons”. Archie 

spoke to all Year 8 students about his early years 

growing up in Fitzroy and his intriguing journey as a 
writer. He related humourous anecdotes about his 

school days and also spoke about what inspires him to 
write. His workshops engaged students and teachers 

and provided much discussion. 

 
Student reports from the day: 

Archimede Fusillo, the author of this Terms English 
book ‘The Dons’, came to the O’Keeffe Campus on the 

7th August to talk to us and give Year 8s a workshop 

about writing and his life. He talked about his 
childhood and how his Year 10 teacher changed his 

life, which made him become a writer. It was an 
honour to have him come and speak to us.’ 

Nell Blake, 8C. 
 

During 3rd Term 2014, an author came, called 

Archimede Fussilo. He is from an Italian background 
and author of the books the Year 8s have read. Archie 

has written ‘The Dons’, a novel of a boy called boy 
called Paul and him living with his Nonno. Archie had 

come to speak with us about extending vocabulary 

and writing down anything interesting that has 
happened or is happening at the time. 

Alexandra Smith, 8C. 
 

Archimede Fusillo came to the beautiful Mercy 
Regional College on the 7th August to talk to us about 

when he became a writer and how his life was going 

downhill. He told us about his teachers when he went 
to school, he said some were terrible and some were 

good. When he was in Year 10 there was this teacher 
that helped him through his schooling life. 

Jack Darcy, 8C. 
 
Every time a student uses excuses like; I have nothing 

to write about or I don't know where/how to begin, 
Archimede Fusillo tells them that they are just being 

lazy and asking for a fail. Little tips and tricks were 

taught to all of the Year 8s during two sessions with 
Archie. I found out that drafts are one of the most 

important parts of a book or story. Zap, we then knew 
how to write quick and easy sentences and 

paragraphs. Archie told us that an easy way to write 
paragraphs was by using the letters of your name to 

start sentences. Just as we thought we had learnt 

enough Archie told us that every story needs 
characters, a setting, and a complication. Other things 

we had to do included writing sentences with the same 
amount of words as we have letters in our names. He 

told us about how he got his ideas for The Dons, and 

why he wrote the book. Nothing is impossible, was 
something Archie told multiple times. Some of the 

stories he told us were about people or things in his 
neighbourhood. The story that most people found 

funny was a story about how Archie had been 

dissecting rats and he had to clean up, the heads 
somehow fell of the rags, so he took the heads and 

swapped them with doughnuts in the schools canteen. 
Other funny stories were told to the year eights, 

including stories about things his family did at home. 
No one in the room was expecting some of the things 

that we were told. Everyone participated in the 

activities and I think that most people were surprised 
with how easy the activities actually were. 

Eliza Johnstone, 8B. 
 

Every year from this year on, Archimede Fusillo will 

conduct workshops at the Mercy Regional College 
O'Keefe campus and talk to year eight students about 

his life. During the workshop, Archie tells the students 
about how he grew into being an author and how 

found his flair for writing. Later in the workshop, 
Archie told us to write a short story with every 

sentence starting with a letter in our full name. 

Everyone had a try at the activities he assigned us to 
and everyone enjoyed it. Even the teachers had a go 

at the fun stuff with Archie and after we had finished, 
we thanked Archie for all he had taught us and we 

wished him good luck for the future. 

Edward Lee, 8B. 
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Year 7 Humanities Artefact Research and 
Presentations. 
Mrs. Sharyn Grinter 
 

As part of our work in the History unit on “Uncovering 

The Past” the students, again this year, were assigned 
the task of sourcing an item that is a valued part of 

their family history. They were required to present this 
to the class along with the necessary researched 

information about the background and why it is a 
precious item to those concerned. Thanks to all 

families who assisted their daughters and sons with 

this assignment, it is always a favourite among staff 
who look forward to the wide variety of artefacts that 

are

 
brought along. 
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Instrumental Music Coordinator 
Mrs. Janet Backhous 
 
Instrumental Concert 

Our Instrumental Concert is only one month away and 
it is always a fabulous evening. Our Students and their 

teachers will again surprise and delight us with their 

inspirational and uplifting performances. Everyone has 
been working hard all year and we are looking forward 

to sharing our music with you. We hope you can make 
it. Please note the date in your dairies and join us for a 

great night of music. 

 
Date: Thursday 4th September 

Time: 7:00 pm till 9.30pm 
Place: Multipurpose Room. 

 McAuley Campus, Mercy Regional College. 

Supper: Please bring a plate of food to share. 
 Drinks provided. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Colac Music Eisteddfod – COPACC 
Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th July 2014 

 

I would like to congratulate our students for 
participating in the Colac Eisteddfod. It was a 

wonderful weekend of Music made all the richer for 
having our students perform. 

 

Molly Gaut sang beautifully and she was awarded 2nd 
prize in the 14 to 16 age group Musical Theatre 

Section singing, ‘Any Dream 
will Do’  and 2nd Prize in the 

14 to 16 age group Classical 
Section singing ‘Ducks are 

Delightful.’ 

Mollie also received a Highly 
Commended in the 14 to 16 

age group Contemporary 
Section singing, ‘Butterfly 

Fly away’. 

Congratulations Mollie! You 
work hard and we always 

enjoy your professional and inspiring performances. 
 

Jen Rowan, Jordyn Hickey, Laura Hickey and Isabel 
Rowan wowed the Colac audiences in the Ensemble 

Section and were awarded first place. What an 
incredibly talented family group these girls are. They 

were a joy to behold and we look forward to hearing 

them perform again at the Instrumental Concert on 
the 4th September. 

 
 

Monday 11 August 
* GW Netball (7 & 8) 

 
Tues. 12, Wed. 13 & Thurs. 14 August 

* Year 10 Retreat 
 

Monday 18 August 

* Mid Term Break – no school for staff & students 
 

Wednesday 20 August 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 

Thursday 21 August 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 

* Seeds of Justice Regional Event at Araluen 
 

Friday 22 August 

* Seeds of Justice Regional Event at Araluen 
 

Friday 26 August 
* Oratory Competition – Middle School 

 
Wed 27 & Thurs. 28 August 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Friday 29 August 

Frayne Speech Festival 
 

Monday 1 September 

* HCSN Transition Day 
 

Tuesday 2 September 
* Country Kids Transition Day 

 
Wednesday 3 September 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Thursday 4 September 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Mercy Instrumental Music Evening (7PM-9:30 PM) 

 

Friday 5 September 
* Teaching Staff PD Day 

 
Wednesday 10 September 

* P/T/S Interviews (3:30 PM-6 PM) & (4 PM-8:30 PM) 
 

Thursday 11 September 

* HSSSD Basketball (Years 7 & 8) 
 

Friday 12 September 
*Our Lady of Mercy Mass – Stadium 11:30AM-12:30PM 

 

Mon. 15 – Thurs. 25 September 
* Central Australia Trip 

 
Tues. 17 & Wed. 18 September 

* Year 11 Street Retreat 

 
Thursday 19 September 

* Term 3 concludes 
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Wednesday, 6th August, 2014 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

ENROLMENT INTENTIONS FOR 2015 
 
At this stage of the year, we are busy planning for 2015 in terms of staffing, 
budgeting and timetabling arrangements for students currently enrolled at Mercy 
Regional College. 
 
To assist with this, could I ask that you fill out the attached form regarding your 
enrolment intentions in 2015 for your son or daughter. Please print their name and 
current year level, and then tick the most appropriate box regarding their 
intentions for 2015. 
 

Do not include your son / daughter if they are currently in 
Year 12 as they will be leaving the College. 

 
This indication is merely a statement of intention and, in no way, final and binding. 
But to assist with 2015 planning, we need indications which are as accurate as 
possible at this stage. 
 
I also ask that you inform me if a change occurs to the information you provide to 
us, as this will directly affect our planning for next year. 
 
Please complete and return the form [one per family] to the College office by no 
later than: 
 

 

Friday 29th August, 2014 
 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr. Darren Egberts 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 



 28 

 

 
 
 
 

2015 ENROLMENT INTENTIONS 
(Please fill out a separate section for each child you have at Mercy) 

 
 

STUDENT NAME:   ___________________________    CURRENT YEAR LEVEL: _______ 
 
A.  Returning to Mercy in 2015   B.  Attending another school 
C.  Leaving school for employment  D.  Leaving school to do TAFE course 
E.  Leaving school for an Apprenticeship 
 
For (B) (C) (D) (E) please give further details. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

STUDENT NAME:   ___________________________    CURRENT YEAR LEVEL: _______ 
 
A.  Returning to Mercy in 2015   B.  Attending another school 
C.  Leaving school for employment  D.  Leaving school to do TAFE course 
E.  Leaving school for an Apprenticeship 
 
For (B) (C) (D) (E) please give further details. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

STUDENT NAME:   ___________________________    CURRENT YEAR LEVEL: _______ 
 
A.  Returning to Mercy in 2015   B.  Attending another school 
C.  Leaving school for employment  D.  Leaving school to do TAFE course 
E.  Leaving school for an Apprenticeship 
 
For (B) (C) (D) (E) please give further details. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature(s):  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

(Please complete and sign this form then return it to the College office by Friday 29th August, 2014.) 


