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ISSUE 3-4             Friday 5th September, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Next week, the Mercy college community will come 
together to celebrate a mass recognising Our Lady of 

Mercy.  September 24th is the feast day for Our Lady 
of Mercy and traditionally is the feast day for the 

Sisters of Mercy.  Our prayer this week celebrates the 

gentle blessings of mercy. 
 

A Mercy Blessing 
May you meet Mercy each day: 
In the light of your own heart,  
in the hands of your loved ones,  
in the eyes of the stranger and the needy. 
And if by chance you do not at first meet it, then 
search your heart for it,  
listen patiently for word of it  
and it will tap you on the shoulder,  
a quiet surprise,  
a small gesture,  
the tender look,  
given and received  
in the encounters of your day.  
 

All parents, families and community members are 
warmly invited to join students and staff at our 

annual Mercy Mass which will be celebrated 
next Friday 12th September in the de Chantal 

Stadium starting at 11.15am.  Mass will be 

followed by a short whole school assembly and our 
special fundraising activity - ‘Race for Grace’. 

 

Congratulations Lewis 
Wednesday was a very proud day for Mercy Regional 

College with Old Collegian, Lewis Taylor (Year 12 
2012) winning the AFL’s Rising Star Award. This 

magnificent effort caps a great year for Lewis with his 
22 games for the Brisbane Lions and, as a College 

community, we wish him all the very best in his 
ongoing league career. 

 

Mercy Frayne Speech Festival 
Congratulations also to the 20 students who 

represented Mercy at last week’s Frayne Festival held 
at Sacred Heart College, Kyneton. 

 

 

Participating in the Public Speaking, Debating and 
Voice Choir competitions, students exceeded all 

expectations with wins in the early rounds of the 
debating, and the voice choir qualifying for the final 

four teams.  Special thanks to the staff involved – Mrs. 

Freya Egberts, Mrs. Rebecca Rees, Mr. Lachie Lee, Mr. 
Daniel Glennen and Mr. Matt Harkin. 

 

Staff PD Day – Exploring Teaching and 
Learning 
Today’s staff professional day was spent working on 
improving our classroom teaching and learning 

practice.  In the morning, teaching staff focused on 
exploring the “Understanding by Design” unit template 

as a means of reviewing and rewriting curriculum 

units.  After lunch, staff began the process of 
contributing to a new Vision for Learning and Teaching 

at Mercy, a document that will be launched at the final 
Mercy Thanksgiving Mass in December. 

 

Report and Parent-Teacher Interviews 
This evening, mid-semester interim reports will be 

available on SIMON via the Parent Access Module.  
Please contact Mr Chris Grant at the College if you 

need assistance on accessing PAM.  Parent Teacher 

Interviews will be held this Wednesday starting at 
4.00pm in the de Chantal Stadium, please make 

bookings via PT Online. 
 

Student Activities 
The past few weeks have seen a great number of 
activities both in and out of the classroom, these have 

included: 
 Last night, 21 students celebrated their year’s 

study of music at the annual College 

Instrumental Music Night. Congratulations to 
all involved; your skills, talents and energy are 

an inspiration. 

 Last week saw almost 80 prospective 2015 

Year 7 students spend the day at the College’s 
O’Keeffe Campus for the first of two transition 

days. During the day, student spent time in 
home economics, woodwork and sport as well 

as some time meeting new friends and staff. 
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 Last Wednesday, a group of O’Keeffe campus 

students joined Mrs Saunders and Mr Wynd in 
Ararat at a regional St Vincent de Paul 

students’ conference. 
 Congratulations to the students who 

participated in last week’s Middle School 

Oratory Competition and in so doing 
continuing to celebrate the fundamental 

importance of public speaking. 

 A group of Year Nine & Ten students 

participated in the annual V-Line Life Training 
session with Mr Brisbane. 

 On Monday 15th September, almost 90 

students and staff head west and north on the 
2014 Mercy Central Australia trip. We wish 

them all the best as they journey through and 

with the beautiful Australian outback. 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 

Deputy Principal Wellbeing Report 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
What is unique about teenagers' sleep? 

Teenagers' sleep tends to be less regular than the 
sleep of adults and young children. This means that 

the times when you go to bed on the weekend are not 
at all the same as on school nights. On weekends, 

students may go to bed much later. They may also 

wake up much later on the weekends. Students need 
to go to bed early on school nights to get enough 

sleep so they are up and ready for school the next 
day. A student in senior school needs 8 hours of sleep 

a school night. Teenagers tend to go to bed later and 

later as they get older. 
 

Sleep well 
A good nights sleeps helps both the mental and 

emotional resilience, while chronic sleep disruptions 
could increase negative thinking and emotional 

vulnerability. Maintain a regular sleep and wake 

schedule, use the bedroom for its core purposes and 
avoid having distracting devices such as television or a 

computer. If you wish to find out any more about 
sleep and adolescents please look up the following. 

 

http://eprints.vu.ed.au/467/ a comprehensive e-book 
on teenager sleep. 

http://www.sleepfoundation.org/article/sleep-
topics/teens-and-sleep 

Head of Senior School – Teaching & 
Learning 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 

Frayne Speech Festival 

“The Frayne Speech Festival was established in 1996 
and is named for Mother Ursula Frayne, leader of the 

first group of Sisters of Mercy to arrive in Australia 
from Ireland in 1846. In 1857 she established 

Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy, the first 

Catholic Secondary school for girls in Victoria. The 
Festival is a gathering of students from schools, 

founded in the tradition of Mercy education. It 
provides an opportunity for spirited competition in 

debating, public speaking and voice choir. The festival 
exhibits excellent speakers and fosters a sense of unity 

across the schools.” So states the rule book for this 

year’s festival held at Sacred Heart College, Kyneton. 
Mercy Regional College was well represented at this 

year’s Festival by a group of six Year 11 students who 
competed in the Public Speaking and Debating 

sections and fourteen years 8, 9 and 10 students who 

competed in the Voice Choir section.  
 

The Voice Choir was comprised of Luke Lenehan, 
Demby McKenzie, April Martin, Joshua Newcombe, 

Faith Thornton, Tate Tregea-Copeland, Sarsha 

Anderson Meg Lenehan, Jordyn Hickey, Gemma Lees, 
Chelsea Schmidt, Olivia Martin, Jacoba Mungean and 

Mollie Gaut. The Voice Choir was trained and 
developed through a great deal of hard work by Ms 

Freya Egberts and Ms Rebecca Rees. The choir 
reached the final with their performance of the poem 

“Enter Without So Much As Knocking” by Bruce Dawe 

and a piece by Roald Dahl. Their enthusiasm was 
obvious to all who had the pleasure of seeing them. 

 
Ella Clarke competed in the public speaking section. 

Ella spoke on the topic, “Our preoccupation with the 

future”. She performed admirably and earned praise 
for the quality of her speech and her delivery. 

 
Our debating team of Olivia Giblin, Stephanie Lee, 

Hayley Davis, Mia Cain and Josh Rowan also 
performed very well against stiff competition. Round 1 

centred on the topic ‘That Australian governments 

should intervene to protect our manufacturing 
industry’. Our team spoke in the negative on this topic 

against the Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy. In 
round 2 we then spoke against Catholic College 

Bendigo, in the affirmative, on the topic ‘That parents 

should be held legally responsible for the behaviour of 
their children’. The team debated these topics very 

well and certainly held their own in the competition, 
winning the second round. 

 

Much work went into preparation of the topics by the 
students and teachers involved. The preparation 

required many training sessions-particularly for the 
Voice Choir-and much of their own time spent by the 

students in preparing their pieces, speeches and 
poems. Their commitment and preparation was 

https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=e3241bfd583f41abbd7d9de3b5c2cf36&URL=http%3a%2f%2feprints.vu.ed.au%2f467%2f
https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=e3241bfd583f41abbd7d9de3b5c2cf36&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sleepfoundation.org%2farticle%2fsleep-topics%2fteens-and-sleep
https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=e3241bfd583f41abbd7d9de3b5c2cf36&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sleepfoundation.org%2farticle%2fsleep-topics%2fteens-and-sleep
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exceptional. We look forward to next year’s 
competition. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
France & Belgium Battlefields Tour 2015 
Mercy Regional College will be offering the third 

France and Belgium Battlefields Tour in September 
2015.  The tour is offered to all students from Years 9-

12 in the 2015 school year. The College works in 

conjunction with Hello World Travel Agency, 
Camperdown. 

 
A meeting of those interested in the tour will be held 

at Mercy Regional College, McAuley Campus on the 
evening of Wednesday 15th October. 

 

An Expression of Interest form is attached to this 
newsletter. If you are interested in the Tour for your 

child please return the attached by Monday 13th 
October 2015. 

 

Music Report 
Ms. Janet Backhous 
 
Gemma Lees Wins Melbourne Theatre Company 

Youth Scholarship Course 

We are thrilled to announce that Gemma Lees in Year 
10 has been offered the Melbourne Theatre Company 

Youth Scholarship Course. Gemma has been selected 
as one of twenty-four students chosen from all 

applicants in Victoria. 

 
This is a five-day course in 

developmental Drama. Gemma 
will travel to Melbourne in the next 

school holidays and participate in 
workshops at the Melbourne 

Theatre Company Headquarters at 

Sturt Street, Southbank. 
 

The course is designed to guide 
students through processes of performance-making.  

Gemma will be encouraged to extend her expressive 

skills, learning how to contribute as a member of an 
ensemble. The course will conclude with a 

presentation which parents and nominating teachers 
may attend.  

 
Well done Gemma!  We are rapt that you have earned 

this incredible opportunity. We hope you enjoy the 

course and look forward to seeing your presentation 
and hearing about your experiences upon your return. 

 
 

Instrumental Concert 

Last night the Mercy Community enjoyed our Annual 
Instrumental Concert. And Wow!!! It was a night to 

remember!!! 
 

We all felt privileged to have the opportunity to hear 
so many talented musicians. Our students and 

teachers have worked hard over the past year learning 

new works and honing their skills. 
 

The evening began with a performance by Stacey 
Riches who delighted us with her Bagpipes.  Stacey is 

in Year 7 and she has been learning for four years with 

Donald Blair. Stacey will compete in the Victorian 
Championships at Moorabbin and we wish her every 

success in this endeavour. 
 

Following Stacey our staff band - Luke Bourchier, Tony 

Forbes, Peter Sharp, Joanne Saunders, Freya Egberts, 
and Janet Backhous performed a stirring rendition of 

Bob Seger’s ‘Old Time Rock and Roll.’  And the evening 
was away with a bang. 

 
We enjoyed 21 performances both individual and 

group, on a wide selection of instruments. From 

Bagpipes to Guitars, Double Bass, Piano, Voice, Flute, 
Clarinet and Saxophone; the standard of performance 

was exceptional, and the evening was relaxed and 
friendly. 
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The night ended with supper and parents, students 
and teachers had a chance to discuss and share their 

enjoyment of the performances. Congratulations must 
go to all the students who participated on the night.  

You have all worked hard to develop your skills and we 

thoroughly enjoyed your performances. Thank you!!!  
It was a wonderful night, and on behalf of the 

students I would like to thank all of our staff. You 
inspire our students to create beautiful music. 

 
We sincerely thank all of our amazing students who 

performed at our concert. 

 

Stacey Riches 

Lieke Willenbrock 

Samantha McKay 
Rebecca MacDonald 

Claire Johnstone 
Zayne Searle 

Joshua Newcombe 
Mitchell Wyss 

Charlie Darcy 

Brooke McInnes 
Olivia Martin 

 

Seth Wright-Corneby 

Tara Suri 

Brigitte MacDonald 
Ebony Reynolds 

Mollie Gaut 
Matt Murray 

Jen Rowan 
Jordyn Hickey 

Laura Hickey 

Isabel Rowan 
 

 
We also thank our tirelessly dedicated staff: 

 
Mr. Peter Sharp 

 Guitar Teacher, Singer 

Ms. Michelle Mackinnon 
 Piano and Choir Teacher 

Ms. Kelly Kerr 

 Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone Teacher 

Mr. Tony Forbes 

 Guitar Teacher, Singer, and for assisting with 

setting up. 
Mr. Luke Bourchier 

 Teacher, Singer, Guitarist, and for assisting 

with setting up. 
Mrs. Annette Price 

 Supper 

Mr. Mark Evans and Mr. Danny Gordon 

 Assisting with setting up. 

Mr. Brendon Norman 
 Assisting with setting up, photography and 

assisting on the night. 

Mrs. Freya Egberts 
 Assisting on the night and Staff Band. 

Mrs. Joanne Saunders 

 Assisting on the night and Staff Band. 

Mrs. Jenni Lenehan 
 Program. 

 

Thank you all.  It was a wonderful evening and we 

look forward to another year of learning and 
performing together. 

 
 

 
Stacey Riches 
 

 
Olivia Martin and Brooke McInnes 
 

 
Jen Rowan and Jordyn Hickey 
 

 
Luke Bouchier and Brigitte MacDonald 



 5 

Oratory Competition Report 
Report by Ella Kissick Year 10B 
 
Year 9 and Year 10 students came together to hear 

seven speeches from fellow students who were 

representing their respective homerooms on Tuesday 
26th August.  There were three judges – Ruth Gstrein, 

Dale Alexander and Warwick Lyon, sitting close by and 
who would be the deciders of the day’s winner and 

who would receive the encouragement award.  Year 

11 students James Anderson (last year’s Oratory 
speech winner) and Amy McKenzie acted as comperes.   

 
The Oratory participants in Year 9 were Ailie Bateman 

(9A) and Cheyenne Beaver (9B) with their speeches on 
‘Everybody deserves a fair go’, as well as Sarsha 

Anderson (9C) with ‘Because I’m happy’. 

 
In Year 10 we had Jess Cheslett (10A) speaking on 

‘What we can learn from animals’, Indi Kent (10B) and 
Gemma Lees (10C) with ‘Everybody deserves a fair 

go’, and Caitlin Williams (10D) on ‘What we can learn 

from animals.’ 
 

Through the speeches we learnt that without the 
future we wouldn’t be creating the new technology 

today, and that we need to focus more attention on 
the homeless people of Australia.  We also learnt that 

men use the same rituals as some animals to attract 

women (which drew some laughter from the crowd). 
 

When it was time for the big decision, the three judges 
went off to make their final decision on who would be 

crowned the winner. The audience was fortunate 

enough to have Jordyn Hickey (on bass) and Jen 
Rowan (guitar and vocals) perform three songs – one 

of them being ‘Hound Dog,’ a song that won them 
Battle of the Bands. Then the newly formed Mercy 

Voice Choir astounded us with their memories by 
reciting a clip from Charlie and the Chocolate factory 

and an Australian poem. 

 
The judges soon arrived back with their decision on 

the winner who was Gemma Lees. The 
Encouragement award went to Cheyenne Beaver. 

Congratulations to all those who went up and talked in 

front of a big crowd! 
 

   
Winner – Gemma Lees  Cheyanne Beaver 

 

 
 

 

Street Retreat 6th & 7th August 
Mrs. Tania Bruckner 
 
Lesa Thornton and I accompanied a terrific group of 

Year 11 students to Melbourne to attend the Street 

Retreat on the 6th and 7th August. On arriving at St. 
Vinnies headquarters, the students and staff helped 

the regular volunteers make sandwiches and stock the 
food vans with hot food and drinks in preparation for 

the night ahead. We were divided into two groups and 

then headed out to the boarding houses. This was a 
very confronting experience for us all, to see the 

conditions that many people live in firsthand. The 
rewarding aspect was seeing the need for the support 

groups like St.Vinnies offer, in food, and often more 
importantly, human interaction. 

 

Here are some comments from our group: 
‘It’s an eye opening experience. It certainly gave us a 

different take on life. I would recommend it for people 
who want to help the community.’ 

James Anderson 
 
‘Street Retreat was a great experience. It was very 

overwhelming, but I was glad to help out people in 
need. It makes you realise what life is like for people 

outside of our community.’ 
Ruby Moloney 
 

‘The Street Retreat group was a well-mixed team, we 
were all ready and keen to help out the Vinnies soup 

kitchen crew. After a long night at the boarding 
houses, we found it was an extraordinary experience 

that not many people embark on, although they 

should. All of our eyes were opened. In leaving 
Melbourne we found that we were more grateful and 

respectful towards a wider community and we thank 
everyone who made it possible for us to partake on 

such a journey.’ 
Georgia Buchholz 
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Street Retreat 27th & 28th August 
Haylee Davis 
 
On Wednesday the 27th my Street Retreat group 

ventured off to Melbourne for our street experience. 

We came home the next day altered by our trip that 
was in some ways life changing.  

 
My trip began at St Vinnie’s by preparing hundreds of 

sandwiches for the night ahead. That night I was 

fortunate enough to travel in a soup van with other 
regular volunteers to explore the life of those suffering 

and homeless. As I gave out warm soup, socks and 
much more to cold outstretched hands, I realised the 

reality of having nothing. We travelled around normal 
places of Melbourne such as Flinders Street station 

and at each we saw more and more grateful people 

awaiting our presents. It really surprised me how 
grateful each and every one of the homeless were and 

how some of these people really had nothing despite 
the clothes they were in. This experience was 

confronting and daunting at first but was so 

rewarding.  
 

Late that night we went out for tea and treated 
ourselves to some ice-cream for dessert which we 

appreciated so much more after seeing how limited 
others were. My group consisted of Laura Kemp, 

Caitlin Toose, Sophie Clissold, Jasmine Adlam, Amy 

McKenzie and Lachlan McDonald which were great 
company. It was lovely to meet new people of my year 

level and go on this trip together. 
 

I would like to thank the teachers that accompanied 

us, Mr. Richardson and Ms. Williams! I had a fabulous 
time!! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Term 3 has been busy with students involved in many 

activities. This term has a very strong careers focus 

with students from years 8 and 9 choosing next year’s 
electives, years 10 and 11 students selecting VCE 

studies and year 12 students making choices about 
their post school pathways. 

 

Year 10 students in particular have had important 
decisions to make, as their subject selections for 2015 

may have implications on the choices available to them 
in 2017. 

 
This year, students in year 10 have a timetabled 

careers lesson each fortnight and the program 

delivered in these lessons has been designed to 
facilitate their transition to VCE/VCAL and assist 

students to investigate their post school options. 
 

In the lead up to subject selection, the students 

received detailed subject information and then had the 
opportunity to attend a VCE/VCAL Information Evening 

with their parents. Students in year 10 were 
encouraged to begin attending university, TAFE and 

college open days. 
 

During the subject selection process, year 11 students 

have the opportunity to continue with the VCE/VCAL 
studies they chose twelve months ago, or change 

some of their studies in order to facilitate their 
transition into a post school career pathway. Year 12 

students are in the process of completing VTAC 

applications, investigating TAFE options or actively 
seeking apprenticeships, traineeships, or employment. 

 
As part of this process, by the end of Week 9 all 

students from years 10 to 12 will have had 
subject/career counseling interviews to assist them 

make the choices that will be best for them at this 

stage of their career journey. 
 

 

Work Experience Notice 
Mrs. Maureen Adeney 
 
A letter was sent on 13th August to current Year 9 

parents re Work Experience for Term 1, 2015. 
 

The letter stated that if parents were to use the 

services of (Warrnambool & District Schools Work 
Experience & Industry Placement Program) that the 

cost would be approximately $80.00. However, since 
that letter going out, we have been informed by them 

that the cost for 2015 has increased to $90.00. 

 
Also, a reminder for your son/daughter to finalise their 

Work Experience for 2015 as soon as possible. 
 

 
 



 7 

Equestrian Victoria Interschool Nationals 
Stacey Hillman 
 
Two of our equestrian students Erika Grant and Polly 

Moloney have been selected to attend the EV 

Interschool Nationals in Werribee Park in the second 
week of the Term 3 holidays. Erika was selected from 

the Qualifying event held in Werribee and Polly was 
successful in the Working Hunter competition. 

 

More than 2000 school based competitors attend this 
event aged from 5-18 years. The girls will be 

competing in a full week of show jumping, eventing 
and show classes. 

 
This is a huge achievement and we wish the girls the 

best of luck.  

 

 
Erika Grant 
 

 
Polly Moloney 
 

 

Congratulations 
Briony Kent has been asked by 

the magazine that she writes for 
'APHRA' to attend the Melbourne 

Spring Fashion Week. 
 

This starts on Sunday and Briony 

was been asked by her editor to 
attend this Thursday and Friday 

as the magazines representative 
to take photos and conduct 

interviews with designers and 

fashion houses as well as write articles about the 
event. She is VERY excited and we wish her well. 

 

 
 

Wednesday 10 September 
* P/T/S Interviews (3:30 PM-6 PM) 
   (4 PM-8:30 PM) 
 
Thursday 11 September 
* HSSSD Basketball (Years 7 & 8) 
 
Friday 12 September 
*Our Lady of Mercy Mass – Stadium 
  11:30AM-12:30PM 
 
Mon. 15 – Thurs. 25 September 
* Central Australia Trip 
 
Wed. 17 September 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Unit 2 Legal Studies Excursion 
 
Thurs. 18 September 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
 
Friday 19 September 
* Term 3 concludes 

 

Monday 6 October 
* Term 4 Commences 

 
Wednesday 8 October 
Thurs. 9 October 
* Year 9 Camp 
 
Friday 10 October 
* Year 9 Camp 
* Greater Western Athletics Carnival 
 
Tuesday 14 October 

* 2015 Student Leaders Investiture 
 
Wednesday 15 October 

* Super 8s Cricket 
 
Tuesday 21 October 

* State Athletics Carnival 
 
Wednesday 22 October 

* Year 12s Final Day 
   Mercy’s Got Talent & Year 12 Concert 
 
Thursday 23 October 
* Immunisations at O’Keeffe for all Year 7s 
* Immunisations at McAuley for Year 9 boys 
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Hello from our Exchange Students 
 

Lieke Willenbrock 

Hi, I am Lieke and I am an exchange student from 

Germany. I live in the north near the Netherlands. My 
town is called Emsbüren. My family and I live in a big 

house with my grandparents. It is more the country side, 
so we have some animals, horses, dogs and a cat. I have 

three other siblings, a sister and two brothers but they 
are all younger than me. 

 
Here in Australia, I am staying with Leah and David 

Buckle and their three girls, Georgia (10), Sarah (8) and 

Victoria (5) in Cobden. It feels like home and I am really 
looking forward to have a great time with them. 

 

 
 
I have already visited a few things and cities which were 

very interesting. I am glad that I could go into Year 10 at 
Mercy Regional Collage. It is a very good school but also 

different to the schools in Germany. We don't have to 
wear a school uniform and we are not allowed to use the 

internet or iPads/Laptops at school. One thing I really like 
is that the students have a closer communication to the 

teachers. I could ask anyone at Mercy if I need help or 

didn't understand a question or what else. 
 

In four weeks I will go on the Central Australia Trip which 
is very nice. So I can see a lot more of Australia than I 

actually thought. My friends said, send me a picture of 
the first kangaroo or koala that you see. I think that I can 

send them quick a photo of a kangaroo but I haven't 
seen one yet. I have tried many Australian foods like 

Vegemite, but it tasted very bad. Otherwise the cakes 

and the sweet things are very good. 
 

Now that I have been in Australia for a month I am really 
looking forward to spending this year with friends, my 

host family and lots of other people. 
 

Claudia Mattei 
Hi, my name is Claudia Mattei and I am an exchange 

student here in Victoria. I am sixteen years old and I 

come from Treviso, a city in the north of Italy. I decided 
to come to on this exchange because I always lived in the 

same small city so then I decided it was time to see how 
living is in a different part of the world. I have always 

liked Australia but I’ve never thought I would come here 
one day, even if for few months. I have been here for 

just a month and I absolutely love the time I have spent 
here. I’m staying in the state of Victoria, in a small town 

called Timboon with the McKay family (Hayden and 
Janine and their three daughters Jackie, Samantha and 

Monique). 
 

 
 

I didn’t choose my destination but now I am so glad to be 

here with such a pleasant family. My host family is great 
and it is even better than I could imagined. My host 

parents are lovely and they treat me like a real member 
of the family. I now have three new wonderful sisters, 

this is a big difference because in Italy I have just two 
older brother, but we get along very well and we have 

lots of fun. I’m really grateful for the opportunity they 

gave me and I can’t wait to spend more time with my 
new family. 

 
Moving here, in a farm Timboon, from a quite big city in 

Italy is a very big difference, but I would never change 
that. I’m really enjoying the time I’m spending here living 

in close contact with animals and nature. I realised I was 
in Australia when I discovered my neighbour has a 

kangaroo and I’ve already seen wallabies and a koala. In 

Italy there are no farm and there I could only imagine the 
landscape I see every time while I’m coming to school. 

Seeing so many green open-space is great also the stars 
are shiner here. 

 
I’m very glad to come in this school, Mercy Regional 

College gave me a great welcome and I know I’ll never 
forget the time I am spending here with such great mates 

and nice teachers. The students accepted me 

immediately and helped me, especially not to get lost. 
The teachers are very kind and they never let me with 

questions. I really like the relationship that students have 
with teachers here and I enjoy every second I stay in this 

school. I am very joyful to stay in this school and in this 
place for these six months and I am sure the people I’ll 

spend this time with will make it unforgettable. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Lieke and Claudia 
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5th September 2014 
 
 

   
 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
 
The College is looking for expressions of interest from students to participate in a trip to France, Belgium 
and England in September next year, 2015. 
 
I offer the opportunity to all students from Years 9-12, who will be enrolled at Mercy Regional College in 
2015. The trip is strictly optional and will take place in the last week of Term 3 and the first week of the 
September / October 2015 school holidays. I anticipate the trip will be for approximately 15 days.  
 
The trip will focus on the experience of the Australians on the Western Front in the First World War. The 
group will visit Paris, the Somme region where Australians fought in the great and terrible battles of 1916 
and in the campaigns of 1918. We will then travel to the Flanders region and the Ypres battlefields of 
Belgium, stopping on the way to visit the village of Fromelles where Australia’s tragic first major battle in 
France was fought in July 1916. From Belgium we will travel to London where we will visit some of the 
sites of that great city as well as other places of interest in England’s south.   
 
A meeting will be held next term on Wednesday 15 October for all who have expressed interest 
already, or are interested. Those who wish to book a place on the tour will be required to pay a deposit 
of $500.00. Further instalments may be made throughout next year with final numbers to be confirmed 
by June 2015. In organising the tour, Mercy Regional College works in conjunction with Hello World 
Travel Agency, Camperdown. 
 
If you are interested in attending the meeting, please return the attached form to the College office at 
McAuley Campus by Monday 13 October. 
 
 
If you require any further information you can speak to Lachie Lee at the McAuley Campus. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
DARREN EGBERTS 
 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM - FRANCE AND BELGIUM TOUR 2015 

 
 
STUDENT’S NAME:  ________________________________________ 
 
CURRENT YEAR LEVEL:  ___________ 
 
I give permission for my son / daughter to be considered for the France and Belgium Tour to take place 
in September / October 2015. 
 

 

Parent / Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________ 
 

BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 
FRANCE AND BELGIUM 2015 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Mens teams enrolment 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Camperdown Amateur Basketball 

Association 

Enrolment Form 

Name: ............................................................ 

Address: ........................................................ 

....................................................................... 

Phone: .......................................................... 

D.O.B: ........................................................... 
Please circle:-  

        Male  /  Female  

       Midgets  /  Juniors  /  Senior women 
 

Enrolments to be lodged at Davis’ Milkbar or 

emailed to caba@tca-online.net.au by Friday 

12th September. 

Camperdown Amateur Basketball 

Association 

Senior Men - Enrolment Form 

Team name: .................................................. 

Contact person:  ............................................ 

Phone: .......................................................... 

Team colours: .............................................. 

Team Members:  

..........................................................................

..........................................................................

..........................................................................

...................................................................... 
Enrolments to be lodged at Davis’ Milkbar or 

emailed to caba@tca-online.net.au by Friday 

12th September. 
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