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ISSUE 4-1                 Friday 10th October, 2014 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2014 

In the Mercy tradition, we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Recent weeks have seen stories on television and in 

the press that have left most of us alarmed, confused 
and even fearful.  In particular, the threat of violence 

in our own country and, in fact, in our state has 
brought home the reality that terrorism is not just an 

overseas or alien phenomenon.  However, even more 

alarming to me has been the subtle yet determined 
suggestion that acts of terrorism and/or individual 

violence can be blamed upon a particular religious 
tradition and especially, the ancient and great faith of 

Islam.  Each of the great religious traditions – 

Christianity, Judaism and Islam - shares an absolute 
commitment to love, compassion and peace and yet 

each has also seen terrible violence and evil 
perpetrated in their name by zealots. 

 
Today’s prayer picks up these important themes: 

As members of the Reign of God,  
Let us consider the fruits of this Reign. 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
To which indeed you were called in the one body. 
And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in 
You richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
Wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 

(Colossians 3:15-16) 
God our Father, may we always be thankful  
for the Word of Christ in our hearts.   
Help us respect and seek the best for each other  
as we endeavor to produce the fruits of Your Reign. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord,  
Amen 
 
I ask the community of Mercy Regional College to 

keep past Principal, Dr. Andrew Watson in your 

thoughts and prayers. Andrew’s mother, Maureen 
Watson passed away Tuesday afternoon in Ballarat 

after an extended time of illness. 
 

Use of the de Chantal Stadium 
Many in the community may have read in the local 
press this week of the problems currently with the 

Camperdown Community Stadium and the resultant 
threat to the local basketball competition. 

 

As a result, the Camperdown Basketball Association 

(CABA) and the Shire of Corangamite have requested 
permission to use the College’s de Chantal Stadium for 

the next two months. I was happy to assist with this 
given that the CABA was able to work around pre-

existing College activities and also minimise the 

number of cars parked in adjacent streets. This 
arrangement runs from next Tuesday 14th October 

until the middle of December. 
 

2015 Student Leaders and Investiture 
Throughout third term, a significant amount of time 
and energy has been spent with our current Year 11 

students looking at leadership and their aspirations for 
future leadership positions. 

 

The elections for the 2015 Year 12 Student Leaders 
were held in the last weeks of term and, on Tuesday, 

Mrs. Thornton and Mr. Bourchier were able to 
announce the following appointments: 

 
College Captains 

Joshua Rowan & Haylee Davis 

 
College Vice-Captains 

James Anderson & Stephanie Lee 
 

Social Justice Captains 

Amy McKenzie & Martinique McKenzie 
 

Sports Captains 
Darcy Collins & Ella Clarke 

 

Communication Captains 
Laura Kemp & Samuel Watt 

 
House Captains 

 Tindley – Annie Moloney & Olivia Giblin 

 Frayne – Olivia Hickey & Jack Williams 

 Ryan – Ben Finnerty & Jess McIntosh 

 Markey – Billy Buckingham & Deanne Fleming 

 
The formal investiture of next year’s College leaders 

will occur on Tuesday morning (14th October) in de 

Chantal Stadium starting at 9.30am. A whole school 
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assembly will follow the investiture and members of 
the Mercy community are most welcome to join us. 

Morning tea for the new leaders and their families will 
follow the assembly. 

 

Special Bus Arrangements 
With the Investiture and Assembly next Tuesday, all 

students are asked to come directly to the College’s 
McAuley Campus in the morning. Students coming 

from Mortlake or who are in Year 7 & 8 and local 

Noorat residents will be bussed directly to the McAuley 
Campus first thing Tuesday morning. Year 7 & 8 

students will gather in the Multi-Purpose Room on 
arrival for homeroom before moving to the Stadium.  

Following the assembly, all O’Keeffe students will be 
bussed back for the beginning of period 3. 

 

On Wednesday 22nd October, our Year 12 students 
celebrate their last formal day at Mercy Regional 

College and has been traditionally the case, the day 
will include a whole school gathering for “Mercy’s Got 

Talent” and the Year 12 Final Assembly.  

Arrangements on the day will see O’Keeffe students 
being bussed across to Camperdown at recess for 

Mercy’s Got Talent which will start at 11:30am.  
Following the Year 12 Final Assembly, all students will 

depart from McAuley Campus at the end of the day. 
 

Staffing News 
As the year rapidly moves forward, I can announce the 
following changes for staffing for 2015: 

 Mr. James Castles is returning with his family to 

Camperdown next year after an exciting and 
challenging 12 months in Halls Creek. I have 

much pleasure in formally announcing that James 

has been appointed as Head of O’Keeffe Campus 
for 2015-2017. 

 Mrs. Sarah Gellie and Mrs. Rebecca Rees are both 

resigning from the staff. Sarah and James Gellie 
and their family have decided to remain on the 

Sunshine Coast following their move up this year. 

Rebecca is spending twelve months away from 
teaching while she and her family consolidate a 

move to Warrnambool. 
 

Student Activities 
This term has started with a number of important 
student activities: 

 Congratulations to the Unit 3-4 Dance students 

who performed their VCE Dance solos on Monday 
night in the de Chantal Stadium. The night of 

dance provided an invaluable rehearsal ahead of 
the students’ formal performance exam which 

was held earlier today in Melbourne. 

 This week, our Year 9 students have spent three 

days in Melbourne on the Year 9 camp. As well as 
enjoying a number of Melbourne’s tourist 

attractions, students also attended a performance 
of the musical production, Les Miserables and 

were challenged to navigate around the CBD in 

small groups [photos to the right]. 

 
 

 
 
 Good luck to the Mercy students, staff and family 

who this weekend will participate in various 

events associated with the Melbourne Melbourne 
Festival. This festival is the end point of several 

months training for many involved in the Mercy 
Running Club and we hope all achieve their best. 

Thanks to all who are travelling to Melbourne in 

support of the runners but especially to Mrs. Berni 
Sinnott and Ms. Stacey Hillman as overall 

coordinators of the Running Club. 
 

Car Raffle Early Bird Booksellers Prize 
To be in the draw for this prize you must return your 
full book of tickets by Monday 13th October. The prize 

will be drawn Tuesday 14th October. 
 

School Hats 
Reminder to parents that with the change of school 
uniform in Term 4, it is compulsory that students wear 

their school hat during recess and lunchtime. 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
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Director of Religious Education 
Mrs Jo-Anne Saunders 
 
Social Justice Activities continue into Term 4 

At the O'Keeffe Campus on Thursday 16th October we 

will be having an ICY POLES DAY. They will be 
available for sale during recess and lunchtime for 50 

cents each. Funds raised will go to Sr. Karen 
Schneider's work in Haiti, South Sudan and South 

America. Sr. Karen is a Sister of Mercy who visited 

Mercy College earlier this year to share her work and 
the efforts of the young medical students whom she 

takes to support those far less fortunate than 
ourselves. Every 25 cents can provide a worming 

tablet to save the life of a child or adult. 
 

 
 

Departing Social Justice Captains 
Caitlin Smart and Dominic Cavarsan will complete their 

time as Social Justice Captains as they prepare to 
finish their VCE. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

They have had a wonderful term in their positions and 

been very committed to providing awareness to the 
school about important issues that concern our society 

and indeed our global community. 
 

I would like to thank them for their hard work, 
commitment and accomplishments during the 2014 

school year. Their energy and enthusiasm never 

waned and they have achieved a great deal. 
 

On Tuesday 14th October, our new Social Justice 
Captains will begin their journey after being invested 

at a whole school Investiture and assembly at 9.30 am 

in the Stadium. 

Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
This week a great deal of attention was drawn to 

Mental Health and how it effects so many throughout 

Australia. Australians are likely to experience some 
kind of mental health issues during their lifetime. 

Mental health issues can effect anyone of us, the 
young, the old, the rich or poor. When you're young 

the stresses of growing up, family conflicts, study, 

work and other situations can take its toll on a 
person’s mental health. 

 
It can also be really tough living with or standing by a 

friend or relative who has a serious mental problem. It 
can be hard to know what to expect, or what you 

should do. It's important to remember that if you feel 

like you're not coping, it doesn't mean you're at fault 
and there is lots of help available to you during these 

times. 
 

Worry, Stress and Depression: 

Sometimes worry, stress or depression can get in the 
way of you doing things you need and want to do. 

youthbeyondblue is a good place to visit and check 
out. There are a number of agencies and on-line areas 

to look up if you are struggling ..eHeadspace a 
confidential......Kids Helping....Reach Out....Life line. 

 

Look after Your Mental Health 
There are many ways to look after your mental health. 

Eat well….get enough sleep…spend time with your 
mates….set yourself short and long term goals….deal 

with problems and do not let them build up and talk to 

someone for help. Be aware of the possibility of the 
effects of alcohol and drugs on your state of mind and 

relationships. 
 

We all must remember that we have to take care of 
each other. 
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Melbourne Theatre Company Youth 
Scholarship Course. 
Report by Gemma Lees 
 

During the first week of the term 

three holidays I was given the 
opportunity to travel to Melbourne 

to be a part of the 2014 
Melbourne Theatre Company 

Youth Scholarship Course, at MTC 

Headquarters. I was one of 24 
students between the ages of 14-

16 from around Victoria to be 
offered a spot in this Scholarship. 

 
On the first day students from as far north as the 

border, (Wodonga) to as low south as the coast, 

(Timboon) were all welcomed into a giant rehearsal 
room and introduced to our Creative Directors Andrew 

and Jane.  To break the ice Andrew and Jane told us 
not to speak but to introduce ourselves through 

improvisation and movement. That exercise ended 

with a lot of laughter and fun. 
 

The topic for the week was ‘Same, Same, but 
Different,’ and we were constantly asked what this 

meant. During the week we learnt many different 

Performing Arts techniques such as stillness, speech 
and action, and concentrating on the technique of 

‘Focus.’  We were asked to bring an object, photo, and 
a piece of music that is important to us in one way or 

another. This was a very emotional and moving 
exercise for many of the students.  

 

We had the privilege of seeing 3 shows while we were 
in Melbourne. The first was an improvisation 

performance by the ‘Play Back Theatre Company.’  
This performance involved the actors turning our 

personal stories into art. 

 
The Second was at the State Theatre where we saw 

‘The Dream,’ performed by the Bell Shakespeare 
Company. And the final show we saw was ‘Marlin,’ 

performed by the Melbourne Theatre Company. 
 

After five fantastic days of learning so many aspects of 

the Performing Arts, and making some amazing new 
friends, we had the privilege of Performing for our 

families, our nominating teachers, and industry 
professionals. 

 

Our performance was not a traditional scripted play; it 
was more a ‘showcase’ of all the acting techniques we 

had learnt. It included a music and rhythm number 
with sticks, full group activities that included 

movement portraying emotions, songs, still images 

and solo moments where we each took turns to 
perform a short solo inspired by the object that we 

had taken to the workshop at the start of the week. 
 

 
 

My week at the MTC has been a life changing 
experience. It has been an eye opener to the world of 

The Performing Arts, and I have made life-long 
friends. 

 

I would like to thank Janet Backhous for nominating 
me for this amazing opportunity, and I would also like 

to thank Janet and Mr. Norman for travelling all the 
way to Melbourne to support and encourage me in the 

final performance. 
 

I would also like to thank my Mum and Dad. They 

always encourage me to follow my dreams, and they 
made it possible for me to go to Melbourne to 

participate in the Scholarship course.  
 

Performing Arts is definitely my passion and it is 

something that I will pursue in the future. 
 

And last but not least I would like to thank The 
Melbourne Theatre Company, for giving me such an 

amazing week of tuition, fun and friendship. 
 

 
 

 

France & Belgium Battlefields Tour 2015 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 

Mercy Regional College will be offering the third 

France and Belgium Battlefields Tour in September 
2015. The tour is offered to all students from Years 9-

12 in the 2015 school year. The College works in 
conjunction with Hello World Travel Agency, 

Camperdown. A meeting of those interested in the 
tour will be held at Mercy Regional College, McAuley 

Campus on the evening of Monday 20th October. An 

‘Expression of Interest’ form is on page 5. Please note 
that the date for the meeting has been changed from 

the 15th October, this change is due to the 
unavailability of Kim Tracey from Hello World Travel, 

Camperdown. The meeting will be held in the Multi-

purpose area at McAuley Campus @ 7:00pm. 
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9th October, 2014 
 
 
 

BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 
FRANCE AND BELGIUM 2015 

 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
The College is looking for expressions of interest from students to participate in a trip to France, Belgium and 
England in September next year, 2015. 
 
I offer the opportunity to all students from Years 9-12, who will be enrolled at Mercy Regional College in 2015. The 
trip is strictly optional and will take place in the last week of Term 3 and the first week of the September / October 
2015 school holidays. I anticipate the trip will be for approximately 15 days.  
 
The trip will focus on the experience of the Australians on the Western Front in the First World War. The group will 
visit Paris, the Somme region where Australians fought in the great and terrible battles of 1916 and in the 
campaigns of 1918. We will then travel to the Flanders region and the Ypres battlefields of Belgium, stopping on 
the way to visit the village of Fromelles where Australia’s tragic first major battle in France was fought in July 1916. 
From Belgium we will travel to London where we will visit some of the sites of that great city as well as other places 
of interest in England’s south.   
 
A meeting will be held next term on Monday 20th October for all who have expressed interest already, or are 
interested. Those who wish to book a place on the tour will be required to pay a deposit of $500.00. Further 
instalments may be made throughout next year with final numbers to be confirmed by June 2015. 
 
In organising the tour, Mercy Regional College works in conjunction with Hello World Travel Agency, Camperdown.  
 
If you are interested in attending the meeting, please return the attached form to the College office at McAuley 
Campus by Friday 17th October. 
 
The meeting will be held in the McAuley Campus Multi Purpose Area at 7.00pm. If you require any further 
information you can speak to Lachie Lee at the McAuley Campus. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM - FRANCE AND BELGIUM TOUR 2015 

 
 
STUDENT’S NAME:  _____________________________________ 
 
CURRENT YEAR LEVEL:  ___________ 
 
I give permission for my son / daughter to be considered for the France and Belgium Tour to take place in 
September / October 2015. 
 
 

Parent / Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________ 
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Careers Information 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Applications for the 2015 C.A.S. Hawker Scholarships open on Monday 8th December and close on Friday 2nd 

January. These scholarships perpetuate the memory of the scholar, soldier, pastoralist and statesman, Charles 

Allan Seymour Hawker. They are available to all undergraduate students in Australia and are awarded to students 
based on personal qualities, demonstrated leadership and academic ability. For more information go to 

www.hawkerscholaship.org 
 

 

 

http://www.hawkerscholaship.org/
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Monday 13 October 
* Year 7 - 9 Clay Shooting Warrnambool 
 
Tuesday 14 October 

* 2015 Student Leaders Investiture in Stadium 
 
Wednesday 15 October 

* Super 8s Cricket 
 
Monday 20 October 
* Year 7 - 9 Clay Shooting Minyip 
 
Tuesday 21 October 

* State Athletics Carnival 
 
Wednesday 22 October 

* Year 12s Final Day 
   -  Mercy’s Got Talent 11.15am-1pm / Year 12 Assembly 1.30-2.45pm 
 
Thursday 23 October 
* Immunisations at O’Keeffe for all Year 7s 
* Year 9 Excursion ‘Reach Heroes Day’ Geelong 
 
Friday 24 October 
* Reading Challenge / Book Club excursion to Melbourne 
 
Monday 27 October 
* Junior Oratory Competition 
 
Tuesday 28 October 

* Immunisations at McAuley for Year 9 boys 
 
Wednesday 29 October 
* Outdoor Ed Bush Walking Camp 
* VCAA Exams commence 
 
Thursday 30 October 
* Outdoor Ed Bush Walking Camp 
* Super 8s Cricket – Years 9 & 10 
 
Friday 31 October 
* Outdoor Ed Bush Walking Camp 
 
Monday 3 November 
* College Board Holiday 
 
Tuesday 4 November 

* Melbourne Cup Holiday 
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CAR RAFFLE ROSTER 
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NOTICES 
 

 

 
 

TERANG ATHLETIC CLUB 
Training has commenced for anyone interested in working on their running 

technique. All ages are welcome. Coaches Richard Wearmouth, Jill McKenzie and 
Anthony O'Connor work on developing sprinting, middle distance and long distance 

skills through drills and practice. A Personal Best meeting is also held on the first 
Wednesday of each month, whereby runners have the opportunity to try and beat 

their best times. 
WHERE? Terang Recreational Reserve 

WHEN? 4.00-4.45 each Wednesday 

 

 

https://mail.mercy.vic.edu.au/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
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