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ISSUE 1-1                 13th February, 2015 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2015 
“Through the Mercy tradition we encourage our community to seek knowledge, to nurture curiosity and to love 

learning”. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The College’s first newsletter for the year finds us 

almost halfway through February enjoying the warm 
weather that seemed to be missing for most of 

January.  Our prayer today brings to mind the long but 

exciting journey of the school year to come. 
 

The Journey Begins 
As we step into this new year, 
Restore our spirits.  
Renew our passion for sharing your wisdom  
And nurture our compassion  
For those in need of greater support.  
Transform us as we seek to transform:  
Guide us as we seek to guide;  
Open our minds and hearts  
As we seek to open minds and hearts  
To the Good News of justice and peace.  
Help us listen more deeply  
To the world and to your Word,  
So we can walk with those in our care,  
Attentive to the Wisdom that  
Calls us all to the Kingdom of God. 
 

The Importance of the College Newsletter 
As the year begins, can I take this opportunity to 

remind parents and members of the broader College 
community of the importance of the school Newsletter. 

Although now distributed electronically, it remains the 

key means by which we promote events, concerns and 
achievements at Mercy Regional College.  It allows all 

members of the College community an effective means 
of communication and the opportunity to be fully 

involved in the life of our great school.  I strongly 

encourage parents and families to spend a few 
minutes every couple of weeks reading through it.  

 
A Whole School Approach to Respect and 

Wellbeing 
A key focus for staff this year is respect and, 

especially, its application across all aspects of College 

life.  Towards the end of last year, there was a sense 

amongst staff, the Heads of School and the College 

Leadership Team that our normal high standards had 
slipped and that the generally outstanding behavior of 

Mercy students was under question.  As a result, I 

have asked all staff to insist on the highest levels of 
respect from students at Mercy: respect for staff, 

respect for peers, respect for the College environment 
and for the College uniform.  It is a theme that I have 

emphasized with the student populations at the last 
two whole school assemblies and one picked up by our 

incoming Year 12 leaders. 

 
We are in the process of reviewing and refining the 

procedures by which teachers respond to students 
who are out of uniform; any changes to these 

procedures will be communicated to parents through 

future newsletters.  I will be writing to all students, 
parents and families at Mercy in the next few days 

reinforcing the College’s expectations with respect to 
personal presentation and especially our guidelines on 

jewellery, hairstyles and the use of makeup. 
 

Hats are Compulsory 

A particularly pleasing aspect of the start to this year 
has been the response of students to the compulsory 

wearing of broad-brimmed College hats when outside 
during recess, lunchtime or during sporting activities.  

Given our geography and the devastating impact that 

UV radiation can have on teenage skin over a long 
period of time, being sunsmart is the only safe and 

healthy option. 
 

New Students 

Yesterday, I had the privilege of joining our 82 new 
Year 7 Mercy students on their camp at Cape 

Bridgewater; the mix of activities available for them 
ensured an exciting three days and many opportunities 

to make new friends.  It was lovely to meet so many 
of the families of these new Year 7 students last 

Thursday at the O’Keeffe Welcome BBQ and I hope 

that the next few weeks are as enjoyable as the past 
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couple have been.  I encourage any parents with 
students new to Year 7s to make use of the 

Orientation booklet, ‘So Your Child is Coming to Mercy’ 
which includes detailed information on most aspects of 

the transition to secondary school.  Extra copies can 

be obtained from O’Keeffe Campus Reception. 
 

I would also like to welcome six other students who 
have joined Mercy Regional College in Years 10 – 12 

and, particularly, our two new overseas exchange 
students – Manami Furusawa (Year 10) and Hanna 

Kahlcke (Year 11). 

 
Presentation Ball 

With only two weeks until the Mercy Regional College 
2014 Presentation Ball, the sense of excitement 

amongst the College’s Year 11 students is palpable.  

Their good humour and concentration during dance 
rehearsals has been commented upon by a number of 

staff and parents and I am sure will be reflected in the 
dances on the night.  Thank you in advance to those 

doing all the work in advance of the ball and especially 
Mrs. Rose Henry, Mrs. Lesa Thornton and Ms. Stacey 

Hillman. 

 
Earlier this week, all Year 11 parents received a letter 

from me outlining my concerns regarding celebrations 
that have followed recent Presentation Balls and the 

College’s firm position on not condoning such events.  

The essence of the Presentation Ball remains, the 
opportunity it provides for students, parents, families 

and staff to celebrate the growth of our Year 11 
students as young adults. Therefore, the inappropriate 

behavior of a small number has imperiled both the 

enjoyment of many and the future of the Presentation 
Ball itself. 

 
Mercy Regional College School Review 

Every four years, all schools in the Victorian Catholic 
Education system are required to undertake a formal 

school review; at Mercy, the key aspects of this review 

are completed using the CEO Ballarat’s School 
Improvement Framework (SIF).  The SIF explores the 

five key elements of a Catholic school – Catholic 
School Culture, Learning and Teaching, Wellbeing, 

Leadership and Management, and School Community – 

with schools reflecting on the achievements and 
challenges of the previous four years and also setting 

goals and priorities for the four years to come.  Our 
review will occur from Tuesday 24th – Thursday 26th 

February with a panel consisting of Mr. Geoff 
McPherson and Mr. Bill Slatter. 

 

Student Activities 
 A wonderful day was celebrated last Friday at the 

Camperdown Pool with the College’s annual 
Swimming Carnival. Congratulations to all who 

participated on the day but especially to the senior 

students on your enthusiasm and active leadership 
to all. 

 The College as a whole came together to celebrate 
Mass in the De Chantal Stadium last week with Fr. 

Matthew and Fr Gerry as celebrants. Thank you to 
all who contributed to what was a reverent and 

hope-filled liturgy. 
 The Mass was followed by a whole school assembly 

that recognized and applauded the high achievers 

of 2014 both academically and holistically. 
 The whole school assembly also provided the 

opportunity to recognize a number of other student 
achievers, key amongst these was Miss Caitlin 

Smart who was awarded the Shire of Corangamite’s 
female Youth of the Year award on Australia Day. 

 

2014 VCE Results 
Congratulations to all students on the excellent results 

that Mercy Regional College achieved in last year’s 
VCE studies. 

 

 
Dux for 2014 was, 

Henry Kissick who achieved an ATAR 
score of 97.05. 

 
 

 

Congratulations also to Joseph Arundell, Caitlin Smart, 
Olivia Reed and Ruby Bradshaw, who achieved an 

ATAR result above 90. 
 

Dux of Subject Subject 
Catherine Kenna Business Management 

Ella Clarke Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

Catherine Kenna Product Design and Technology 

Briony Kent Product Design and Technology 

Anna Baker-Campbell Physical Education 

Ailish Glennen Food and Technology 

Mia Cain Health and Human Development 

Martinique McKenzie Dance 

Maggie Rose Accounting 

Brittany Unwin Accounting 

Anya McKenzie Studio Arts 

Catherine Kenna Visual Communication Design 

Marnie Jones Psychology 

Stephanie Lee Australian History 

Olivia Reed Literature 

Caitlin Smart Biology 

Brodie Hill Physics 

Henry Kissick Specialist Mathematics 

Joseph Arundell Chemistry 

Henry Kissick Mathematical Methods 

Joseph Arundell English  

Dana Rhode Legal Studies 

Jack Williams Further Mathematics 

Olivia Stephens VET - Equine Industry 

Zeya Robbins Hospitality – Kitchen Operations 

Christopher Barks IT Applications 

 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
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Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning 
Mr. Chris Grant 
 

A significant goal for Mercy Regional College this year 

is to generate an increased level of communication 
between the College and home, through the Internet 

via the Parent Access Module (PAM). You would have 
recently received a letter in the mail with your PAM 

username and password on it. In 2015, Parent 

Teacher Interviews will be booked through PAM, so 
please retain the letter with your username and 

password for the full year. 
The Parent Access Module is designed to provide 

relevant, informative, valuable and timely information 
about the academic progress of your child, along with 

the College calendar, daily notices, attendance record, 

timetable, booklist and a behavioural tracking count. 
If you are having issues logging into PAM, please 

contact the College for assistance. 
Interim reports will also be available through PAM prior 

to the Parent Teacher Interviews opening. 

 
 

From the Business Manager 
Mrs. Lynn Wadley 
 

School Fee Accounts 
School Fee accounts for 2015 have been posted out to 

all families. Included was information detailing the 
different methods available for you to pay your school 

fee account as well as a Fee Deduction Form. I 
encourage you to adhere to the timelines for payment 

of fees. Should you foresee difficulty in meeting the 

timeline, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
Education Maintenance Allowance 2015 

Unfortunately the State Government no longer assists 
parents on Health Care Cards with Education 

Maintenance Allowance [EMA]. 

 
 

France & Belgium Battlefields Tour 2015 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 

As we approach the centenary 
of the Anzac landings at 

Gallipoli it is also important to 
think about the effect of the 

losses on those at home. 
Initially, Australians were 

excited by the reports of 

journalists such as Ellis 
Ashmead-Bartlett and Charles 

Bean. They were proud of the 
Anzacs exploits under trying 

circumstances and felt proud 

perhaps in the way that we 
might celebrate the achievements of a national sports 

team. Even as the news of the Landing was coming 
through-first published in the national press on the 8th 

May-families were receiving official confirmation of the 
death or wounding of their husband, son or brother. 

Wounded, injured and sick men soon began arriving 
back into Australia. Many of these were hospitalised 

and often discharged from the army into the care of 

their homes and families. I have a picture at home of 
my grandfather and his tent mates taken at 

Broadmeadows in August 1914. Of the twelve in the 
picture, six were killed at Gallipoli-three at the 

Landing, two at Krithia and one at Lone Pine. This man 
was Alex Burton (384) who won the VC for his actions 

in that famous battle. While the remaining six were 

more fortunate in the fact that they weren’t killed, five 
were repatriated to Australia with wound or sickness. 

Only one was to see out the whole war at Gallipoli and 
in Europe. Reading the records of these men one can 

see the terrible injuries that some received and 

understand that they would carry these for the rest of 
their lives. My great uncle died at 91 still carrying 

shrapnel in his body from the Battle of Krithia in May 
1915. 

 
Of course physical injuries were only a part of the 

legacy of the war for these men and their families. The 

ongoing psychological issues and their impact on 
families can only be guessed at. The physical and 

mental traumas were lifelong issues for families to deal 
with. Those who lost someone overseas would not see 

them again. They would eventually receive a 

photograph of the grave and would have the 
opportunity to contribute some words of remembrance 

to the headstone but very few would ever have the 
opportunity of travelling to the graveside in person. 

 

Part of the purpose of our journey this year is to bear 
witness to the sacrifices of all those who served and 

their families. 
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Monday 16th – Friday 20th February  Year 10 Work Experience 

Wednesday 18th February    Ash Wednesday Mass 

Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th February  Year 12 Retreat 

       Year 11 Camp 

Friday 27th February    Mercy Presentation Ball @ Glenormiston 

       No classes for Year 11 students 

Tuesday 3rd March     MRC Athletics 

Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th March  Year 8 Princetown Camp 

Monday 9th March     Labour Day holiday 

Wednesday 11th March    School Photos 

       Year 12 Bowls Night 6:00pm – 9:00pm 

Tuesday 17th March    College AGM Board Meeting 

Wednesday 18th March    HSSSD Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 19th March    Year 7 Retreat Day 

Friday 20th March     Year 9 Retreat Day 

Saturday 21st March    Noorat Community Garage Sale 

Thursday 26th March    Term 1 concludes for students 

       Parent Teacher Interviews (4:00pm – 8:00pm) 

Friday 27th March     Term 1 concludes for staff 

       Parent Teacher Interviews (9:00am – 1:00pm) 

 
 

Library News 
Mrs Maureen O'Loughlan - Library Manager 
 

After a hectic beginning to the school year, staff and students have begun to settle into routine - for the time 

being! The library is being well utilised and I would like to remind everyone that students are most welcome to use 
the library for study before school and also till 4.30pm on weeknights. 

 
Please note that a Book Club gathering for the Senior Campus will be held next Wednesday at lunch time in the 

library. The gathering for the O’Keeffe campus will be on Thursday during lunch. Come along for some lively 
discussion about what you are reading! 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
 

CAMPERDOWN FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB 
JUNIOR NETBALL TRAINING AND 

TRYOUTS 
(Saturday and Sunday netball) 

Thursday Feb 5th and 12th  at Leura Oval. 
4pm Under 12 and 13 
5pm Under 14 and 15 
5pm Under 16 and 17 

For junior netballers interested in 
representing the CFNC in 2015. New, 

current and former players all welcome. 
Contact Annette Hickey with any enquiries 

0439287058 
 
 
 
 

TIMBOON DEMONS 
Junior Netball Try Outs 

13 and under 
15 and under 
17 and under 

All new and existing players welcome. 
Timboon Demons FNC is conducting 3 

training sessions and teams for the 2015 
season will be selected from these 

sessions. Players are expected to attend 
all sessions. Parents are encouraged to 
attend the first session as information 
regarding the selection process will be 

given. 
Wednesday 11th, Friday 13th, Monday 16th 

Feb  
5-6pm at Timboon Rec Reserve 

If you are unable to attend a session or 
for any 

other information please contact 
Carley Hickey 0438 630 381 
Amy Rosolin 0437 125 543 

 
SIMPSON FOOTBALL/NETBALL 

Registration Night will be held on 
Wednesday 4th March, 2015 

To be held at the Simpson Rec Reserve 
from 6pm 

ALL players must pay registration before 
playing in 2015 
Football Rego: 
Seniors- $85 
Juniors-$55 

Netball VNA:  
Senior-$67 
Junior-$47 

Club Membership:  
Single-$75 

Family-$150 
Sausage Sizzle on the night 

 
 
 
 

TERANG MORTLAKE FNC  
Netball Training commences for the 

following grades at 
5pm Thursday 19th February 

@ 
Terang Recreation Reserve  

12 & U,   13 & U,   14 & U and 15 & U  
Any queries please contact Allison 0407 

922 397 
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