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ISSUE 1-2                 27th February, 2015 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2015 
“Through the Mercy tradition we encourage our community to seek knowledge, to nurture curiosity and to love 

learning”. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Wednesday saw the start of the holy season of Lent 

in the Church and for the community of Mercy Regional 
College.  Most students and staff at the College had the 

opportunity to attend mass or a liturgy and I particularly 

enjoyed being at St Thomas’ Church, Terang with the 
Year 7 & 8 students, students from St Thomas’ Primary 

School and many St Thomas’ parishioners.  One of the 
core challenges of the season of Lent is to devote extra 

time to our individual prayer lives, that time we spend 
with our God.  The prayer today reflects this being that 

prayer that Jesus himself left for us: 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father,  
Who art in Heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name;  
Thy Kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 
 

Mercy Regional College Emergency Management 
With the recent series of hot days plus accompanying 

thunderstorms, it is important to remind parents and 

families that the procedures that College has in place 
for days of high fire risk have not changed but are 

significant.  Although neither of the College’s campuses 
are formally designated as being high fire risk, several 

schools in our district are and therefore their bus routes 

are also affected.  In particular, on days designated as 
being extreme or Code Red by the CFA, a number of the 

College’s bus routes may not operate.  If this is the case, 
the following procedures will become relevant: 

 Mercy Regional College will receive formal notification 

of this by lunchtime on the day beforehand.   

 The College will act quickly to ascertain which 

students, staff and bus routes affected and alert 

parents via text message. 
 Details on any changes to bus routes and school 

programs will be posted on the College’s website. 

 Where possible, notes will also be sent home with 

students to alert families. 
 In general, both campuses will continue to operate as 

normal. 

These procedures worked very well in 2014 with the 

fire that burned for several days in the Pomborneit 
area. 

 
Mercy Regional College Presentation Ball 

The rehearsals and preparations are almost done and 

excitement levels continue to grow for the 85 students 
who will be presented at Glenormiston College tonight.  

Thank you to all who have been involved both in the 
preparations for tomorrow night and in the running of 

the night itself, I hope that the behavior and conduct of 

the young men and women involved over the next 48-
72 hours matches the exemplary standards they have 

set so far this year. 
Good luck to all! 

 
SIF School Review 

This week has indeed been a busy one for the College 

with the three day School Review.  This review is the 
prime opportunity every four years for Catholic schools 

to reflect on their performance, celebrate the 
achievements, identify the challenges and plan for the 

future.  Thanks to all the staff, students and parents 

who have contributed to the review and to the 
reviewers themselves, Mr., Geoff McPherson and Mr., 

Bill Slatter.  I look forward to sharing the results of the 
review with the College community in the coming 

months. 
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Students’ Uniform and Presentation 
In recent weeks, I have highlighted the important focus 

that staff have for 2015 on students’ respect for staff, 
peers and self as well as their uniform and personal 

presentation.  The College has clear guidelines on 

summer and winter uniform and what constitutes 
appropriate jewellery, hairstyles, girls’ makeup and 

boys’ facial hair; these can be found on p. 8 of the 
Student Diary. 

 
The College’s Heads of School and senior leaders have 

spoken to a number of students (and their parents) 

whose presentation may have been outside these 
guidelines and have put arrangements in place in each 

of these cases.  However, the College will not tolerate 
students who choose to come to school with hairstyles, 

jewellery or other issues that fall outside our guidelines.  

If necessary, students will be asked to stay at home 
until the issue is addressed. 

 
Camps, Retreats and other Activities 

The first few weeks of the school year are very busy 
and this year has been no different: 

 Our Year 12’s enjoyed a fantastic three days at 

Lady Northcote Camp, Bacchus Marsh on their Year 

12 Retreat.  Blessed by lovely warm weather, the 
highlights included time with each other, 

opportunities for self-reflection and the annual 
Mercy Op Shop Ball. 

 Year 11 students enjoyed two days in Melbourne 

and last Friday at the Noorat Community Centre as 

part of their Year 11 camp. 
 Many workplaces across South West Victoria and 

beyond were joined by our Year 10 students on 

Work Experience; expect to see photos and 
accounts of the great experiences that many 

enjoyed in future newsletters. 
 Next Tuesday, the College comes together for the 

Mercy Athletics Carnival.  Can I remind students 

and parents that whole school days like the 

Athletics and Swimming carnivals are very 
important dates on the school calendar and 

attendance is compulsory. They should not be seen 
as opportunities to book other appointments or 

trips. 

 Wednesday March 11th is school photo day with 

photos commencing at the McAuley Campus 
followed by the O’Keeffe Campus in the afternoon.  

Students are reminded that they should be well 
presented in their full summer uniform on the day.  

Parents are encouraged to refer to the student 

diary if you have any questions regarding what is 
correct summer or winter uniform. 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 

Deputy Principal Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Year 11 Melbourne Experience 

On Wednesday 18th February, our Year 11 students 

accompanied by teachers set off to Melbourne. 
 

Bus 1 students went to RMIT City Campus, students had 
a look around, attended a lecture and did a scavenger 

hunt.  The students in bus 2 attended ACU, this also 

coincided with Open Day and there was a good deal of 
activities for the students to take part in.  The students 

were shown around the campus and also visited the 
roof top garden, where students got a good view of 

Melbourne. 
 

We then changed over and students experienced the 

other University and again students were shown around 
and had plenty of time to ask questions regarding what 

the University had to offer.  Each group (in their colours) 
had some time to look around the C.B.D., use their 

MYKI card and travel the tram route.  We then met at 

the Urban Central Accommodation in Southbank.  
Students got their accommodation, had time for a 

shower and get ready to go out for tea.  After we went 
to the Victoria Night Market where some purchases 

were made by both students and staff. 
We then caught the tram and made our way back to our 

accommodation with all students in bed by 11.30pm – 

it had been a big day. 
 

Thursday 19th February Day 2 
Breakfast was open at 7.00am, students then needed 

to shower, tidy their room and get bags ready for the 

bus. 9.30ish we commenced our day’s activities which 
students and staff all took part in.  Each group was 

“decked” out in their colours.  Students and staff were 
walking and or taking the trams to get to their location. 

This was a great deal of fun, each student also sent a 
card home as well.  Following lunch students and staff 

were bussed back to Camperdown and Terang - it was 

a quiet bus ride home. 
 

On Friday all Year 11 students assembled at the Noorat 
Community Centre.  They then worked with Shane 

Garner who challenged the students re goal setting, 

community building and planning for the VCE journey. 
Students were bussed back to the McAuley Campus and 

following lunch time the students practiced their 
Presentation Ball dancing. 

 

I would like to thank the students, you were good 
ambassadors for our school.  I would also like to thank 

those staff who gave up their time and attended this 
program, your support and care for our students was 

appreciated. 
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Sebastian Hulme 11B 
On the 20th February myself and the rest of the Year 

11s travelled to Noorat to listen to a former student of 
our school who spoke about our needs and wants and 

that we should learn to balance them out or they might 

have bad consequences. As the day progressed Shane 
got us to divide into mixed groups and complete 

different activities that required teamwork and 
communication to succeed. My group was tasked with 

the hardest challenge and thought about giving up at 
multiple times, but we pulled together and used all of 

the time given to complete the task. 

 
Caitlin Williams 11C 

On day two of our Melbourne camp, we got to 
experience parts of the city we wouldn't usually see. We 

split off in our small groups with a teacher as our leader 

and competed in an amazing race around Melbourne. 
Each group had to answer a series of questions and take 

a photo for each location on their amazing race quest. 
Each group had to travel out of the CBD to complete 

some tasks, such as Luna Park, the Alfred Hospital, St. 
Kilda beach or Fitzroy. Once the group completed their 

quest, they had to meet up with Mr. Glennen and send 

a postcard home. Once the amazing race was complete 
we had free time to explore Melbourne until we were 

due back on the buses to head home. 
 

Stephanie Hibburt 11C 

The Year 11 Camp was focused on a Melbourne 
experience and introduced students to city life and 

learning how to use public transport. All students were 
bussed to Melbourne on Wednesday 18th February. We 

participated in guided tours, power point displays, 

speeches and activities at RMIT and ACU. Both 
universities were great and gave students an insight 

into university life and study options. There were 
interactive activities which involved prizes, so everyone 

got involved. Students where then given time to explore 
their favourite parts of Melbourne where we were able 

to walk or use public transport such as trams or buses. 

Later that evening everyone went to the Victorian Night 
Markets. This was a great experience and extremely 

interesting. As well as the usual market stall it had a 
Chinese influence as well. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Work Experience Report 

Last week a number of our year 10 students were 

“away” from school on Work Experience.  The students 
have been working towards this week since last year.  

Students were spread far and wide from Timboon 
Childcare Centre, Ballarat Health Services, Bacchus 

Marsh Genetics, St John of God Hospital, St. Francis 
Xavier School in Box Hill, Structuring and Estate 

Lawyers, Department of Environment and Primary 

Industries at La Trobe University Bundoora and so many 
more.  Our students were spread far and wide. 

 
The support we get from our local community is 

tremendous.  Some of our students have already been 

offered part time work. The students I have spoken with 
enjoyed their placement, they have been given the 

chance to step into an organization and see how it runs 
as well as taking part of day to day activities. 

 
Well done to students and thank you to all who 

supported and looked after our students.  We have 

already commenced work for the 2016 Work Experience 
 

I would also like to acknowledge the work that Maureen 
Adeney does to support our Work Experience students. 
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The following are Work Experience report from some of 
the students who participated. 

 
Billy Sinnott 10C 

Last week at work experience I went to the 

Camperdown Golf Course, it was great on the first day 
i mowed all the greens, mowed most of the tees, help 

fix lawn mowers and the motorbike. On the second day 
I mowed all the greens again and mowed some of the 

fairways. On the third day I painted the 100m markers 
on every hole, painted some poles and tee markers, and 

also helped chop some trees down and put them on the 

bomb fire. On the fourth day I mowed the greens again, 
picked up sticks that were on the fairways, mowed the 

tees again. On the last day we went to fix all the 
sprinklers and find pipes to fix, and also mowed all the 

greens again. I liked it but I don't think it will be 

something I would do when I'm older. 
 

Millie Parker 10C 
For my work experience I went to the Timboon 

Childcare Centre and absolutely loved it. 
I worked in the 0 - 2½ room (babies room). Things I 

had to do included making the morning tea for all the 

children, helping feeding them lunch, playing with them 
inside and outside, rocking them to sleep and even 

changing some nappies. I also had to clean some lunch 
dishes, wash down the tables and help write in the 

children's book what they did for the day. My hours 

were from 7am to 3:30pm and I had a 45minute lunch 
break. I made a lot of friends with the kids and really 

enjoyed playing and giving cuddles to them all. Being 
out in the work area is a great experience and I really 

valued it, although I came home very tired! 

 
Thomas Gray 10C 

I did work experience at Thomas's Fabrication at Terang 
where I did many new things such as made hinges and 

other parts for trailers and trays, helped hand refit brake 
pads on the callipers for a trailer and made support 

brackets for a trailer. I learnt many new skills and learnt 

how to use new equipment such as a linear, metal drop 
saw, bench grinder, sheet metal bender, guillotine, drill 

press and an electric hack saw. I also delivered metal 
out to windmill agriculture and went to GJM to pick up 

some checker plant to put on a horse float we were 

fixing. 
 

 
Nakita Buchholz 

 
Ashley Uy 

 

 
Ruby Hinkley 

 

 
Hailey Mahony 

 

 
Jay Coolahan and Thomas Gray 

 
 



 5 

Year 7 Camp Report 
Mr. James Castles 
 
The following reports are four reflections from the Year 

7 Camp titled ‘A Day in the Life of Catherine’. 

 
 

Jack Aitken 7C 
One minute I was lying on my bed, the next I was in 

the pocket of a tall thieving boy that was running down 

the verandah and into another bedroom. I was placed 
into a pillowcase with someone that looked exactly like 

me. As the thief sat he sighed and said "I only need one 
more for collection to be complete." Then I realised 

there was someone else in the room with us. I heard 
him before the thief did. He dashed out from his bed 

(on which he was sitting) and grabbed me from the 

pillowcase. The thief tried to dive on my saviour but 
missed and landed heavily on the floor. We jumped 

straight out into the open and away from the evil boy 
that took me. 

 

 
Zali Searle 7A 

I didn't know where I was and then I got handed to this 
strange boy called Michael. He was apparently 

something called a captain.He took me into his cabin 
and we got changed into old clothes. I thought to myself 

that today was going to be a great big adventure. We 

jumped on the bus and headed caving, then I got 
handed to someone else. They shoved me in their 

pocket and I got very squashed. Then all of a sudden I 
was alone, lost in the pitch black darkness. I was scared, 

I tried to find them but they were nowhere to be seen. 

But then some big hands picked me up and took me 
safely out of the cave and back on the bus. 

 
 

Krystal Baker 7A 
I was in the pocket of a 12 year old not knowing what 

to do or where we were going.All I could hear was 

something that sounded like waves crashing,we were at 
the beach.All the kids got into their wetsuits and headed 

out to catch some good waves.Of course I stayed on 
the sand wishing I was out there,but not being able to 

stand would have made it merely impossible to 

surf.They were all out there enjoying themselves until 
the boy whistled to say it was time to head back 

in,surfing looked really fun but I wished I could of done 
it.Next we were off to caving,we were looking around 

to see nothing but bushland.Then we arrived at this 

place to meet a man that was going to take us for a tour 
inside the caves.I was on top of this strange girl's head 

going in and out of small and jammed spaces,not 
knowing where to go next.We played some fun games 

in  the cave.I loved caving and I would definitely do it 
again.That is what I did with the Year 7. 

 

 
 

 
 

By Henry Routson 7C 
Hi my name is Catherine and I've been with some year 

7's the last few days,some of the things I've done have 
been amazing. First I went down a dark cave peeking 

out of someone's pocket.It got really dirty and dusty at 

some points but the caver knew the way and showed 
us some of the cool rock formations. Next we had 

archery everyone took shots at the hay targets with 
some yellow and pink bows but I wasn't very good. Last 

was surfing and everyone had lots of fun going 
"WEEWW"!! when we stood up on the boards. I really 

hope the camp is just as good next year. 
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Sports Report 
Mr. Matt Harkin 
 
As always, first term is chaotic with sporting events.  

The first major event occurred on Friday 6th February 

with our school swimming sports. The weather for the 
day was spot on and there was a great feel at the event. 

The action in the pool was intense, and so was the 
support provided by students, staff and parents.  

 

All participants demonstrated great competitive spirit 
but of course there can only be one winner on the day.  

This year once again it was the Frayne house who were 
the victors on the day. 

 
The were many fantastic individual performances on the 

day with our individual champions on the day were: 

U/13 Chloe Davis & Patrick Ryan 
U/14 Tully Watt &Toby Kent 

U/15 Brianna Thompson & Scott Carlin / Patrick 
Johnstone 

U/16 Hannah Justin & Tom Place 

U/17 Stephanie Hibburt & Callum Grindal 
U/20     Haylee Davis/Brie Reichman & Jack Williams 

 
Coming up in the next couple of weeks we have 

students competing in bowls, golf and dressage 
competition, as well as our house athletic sports 

happening next Tuesday. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Friday 27th February 
Mercy Presentation Ball @ Glenormiston. 
No classes for Year 11 students. 
 
Tuesday 3rd March 
MRC Athletics 
 
Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th March 
Year 8 Princetown Camp 
 
Monday 9th March 
Labour Day holiday 
 
Wednesday 11th March 
School Photos 
Year 12 Bowls Night 6:00pm – 9:00pm. 
 
Tuesday 17th March 
College AGM Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday 18th March 
HSSSD Swimming Carnival 
 
Thursday 19th March 
Year 7 Retreat Day 
 
Friday 20th March 
Year 9 Retreat Day 
 
Saturday 21st March 
Noorat Community Garage Sale 
 
Thursday 26th March 
Term 1 concludes for students 
Parent Teacher Interviews (4:00pm – 
8:00pm). 
 
Friday 27th March 
Term 1 concludes for staff 
Parent Teacher Interviews (9:00am – 
1:00pm). 
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France & Belgium Battlefields Tour 2015 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 

We have had an excellent response to the upcoming Mercy Regional College France and 

Belgium Battlefields Tour.  

 
If anyone is still interested I would suggest paying the deposit as soon as possible. We will 

have a cut-off number of 36 travellers. 
 

Over the next few newsletters, I will concentrate on some of the stories of the Australians 

exploits in the Great War. When appropriate I will link these exploits with soldiers from our 
community.  

 
 

 
 

[Photo of Edward Sadler]. 

 
John Sadler was from Kolora in the Terang district. He was in the 29th Battalion 

and arrived in France in late November 1916. He was killed in action on the 27 
January 1917 so his time in the field was relatively short. He is buried at Guards 

Cemetery, Lesbouefs in Picardie France. In 2013 we visited Guards Cemetery to 

see several of the soldiers whom we had researched. Edward Sadler was one of 
these men. He was 23 years of age when he was killed. 

His family would have felt his loss keenly and would have been mourning him 
when they received news that his older brother John had also been killed in action 

in France. John was 26 years of age and had been serving with the 24th Battalion 
initially at Gallipoli from whence he returned home to recover from enteric fever 

before returning to his battalion in France in 1916. He was killed on the 4 May 

1917. His body was lost and is remembered on the Australian War memorial at 
Villers Bretonneux. 

The Sadler brothers are related to a number of families in our school community 
including the Sergeants and the Moloneys. We can only imagine the sense of loss 

that could have overwhelmed the family. Lindsay Moloney remarked to me a few years ago that when they were 

kids they often used to wonder why everyone was “so sad”. The Sadler boys’ sister-in-law Mary is still alive today 
and living in Melbourne. She is 108 years of age. 

We visit VB on our tour and take time to reflect that every one of the 11,000 names on the memorial of those missing 
without a known grave would have had family and friends at home who would have mourned them for the rest of 

their days. 
 

[Edward Sadler’s grave at Guards Cemetery, Lesbouefs, France]. 

 

 

 
Australian War Memorial, Villers Bretonneux France. John Sadler’s name is to 
the right of the tower. I will speak at greater length about the importance of 

Villers Bretonneux to Australia’s war in later newsletters. 
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Friday 27th February     Mercy Presentation Ball @ Glenormiston tonight 

       No classes for Year 11 students 

Tuesday 3rd March     MRC Athletics 

Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th March   Year 8 Princetown Camp 

Monday 9th March     Labour Day holiday 

Wednesday 11th March    School Photos 

       Year 12 Bowls Night 6:00pm – 9:00pm 

Tuesday 17th March     College AGM Board Meeting 

Wednesday 18th March    HSSSD Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 19th March    Year 7 Retreat Day 

Friday 20th March     Year 9 Retreat Day 

Saturday 21st March     Noorat Community Garage Sale 

Thursday 26th March    Term 1 concludes for students 

       Parent Teacher Interviews (4:00pm – 8:00pm) 

Friday 27th March     Term 1 concludes for staff 

       Parent Teacher Interviews (9:00am – 1:00pm) 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

TERANG JUNIOR BASKETBALL  

REGISTRATIONS CLOSING!!!  
 

Parents, If you have not already registered your 

child/ren for play and still wish to, please attend the 

Pre Season Skills Clinic or come into the Terang 

Stadium between 4-5pm on Friday 27th of 

February to register your children for the coming 

1st Season 2015 competition. 
 

BASKETBALL SKILLS CLINIC 

Terang Stadium  

4-5pm  

Friday 26th February 

$2 per child 

Boys & Girls aged 7-10 welcome  
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