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ISSUE 2-3                   22nd May, 2015 
 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2015 

“Through the Mercy tradition we encourage our community to seek knowledge, to nurture curiosity and to love 
learning”. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From the Principal 
 
As I write this week’s article, a story of hope and 

forgiveness is on the news:  the meeting of Prince 

Charles and Northern Ireland’s Sinn Fein leader, Gerry 
Adams; bitter enemies for 40 years and, today, shaking 

hands.  Amidst the bad news, it is a welcome relief.  It 
also brought to my mind one of my favourite prayers, 

the prayer of St Patrick’s Breastplate.  I have included a 
section of it below: 

 
Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
Amen 
 

School Review 2015 
This week, all Mercy staff as well as the College Board 

had a presentation from Mr. Geoff McPherson on last 
term’s School Improvement Framework (SIF) Review.  

As was detailed in February, the school review is an 

important opportunity for the college to reflect on what 
has been achieved in the last three years, what 

challenges are currently facing the college and to 
identify priorities and strategies for the next four-year 

cycle.  The SIF focuses on the five key areas of school 
life – Catholic School Culture, Learning and Teaching, 

Student Wellbeing, Leadership and Management, and 

School Community. 

 
The SIF review resulted in a set of recommendations for 

Mercy Regional College across each of the five areas 
and these will form the basis of our annual School 

Improvement Plans for the next 3 – 4 years.  I will 
include these recommendations in the next College 

newsletter. 

 
HCSN Combined Boards’ Dinner 

Next Tuesday, the board members of the four Hampden 
Catholic Schools’ Network (Mercy Regional College, St. 

Colman’s, St. Thomas’ and St. Patrick’s) will come 

together to celebrate Catholic Education Week. The 
evening is a great opportunity to recognise the valuable 

links that exist within and across our four schools as 
part of Catholic Education Week. Our guest speaker is 

the recently appointed Deputy Director of the Catholic 
Education Office Ballarat, Mr. John Meneely. 

 

Student Activities 
Although the weather has changed, the number of 

activities across a range of school areas has not 
diminished: 

 A most successful College cross-country carnival 

that was run between Terang and Noorat.  

Congratulations to all who ran and to the staff who 
supported them. Special thanks to the good 

numbers of parents who assisted on the course, 
with our results and on the BBQ that followed.  

Thanks also to the excellent organization of Mr. 

Matthew Harkin, Ms. Bethany O’Sullivan and Mr. 
James Castles. 

 Last week, the school enjoyed a productive three 

days as most students in Years 7 & 9 completed 
the annual NAPLAN tests in literacy and numeracy.  

We would expect results from these to be available 
next semester. 

 Every week or so, a group of 8 – 10 Year 11 

students travel with two staff to Melbourne for the 

overnight Street Retreat experience with each both 
unique and memorable to those involved. 
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 Congratulations to Scott Carlin (9B) who has been 

selected to play in the Victorian School Sport U15 
AFL side who will play in the national 

championships in Geelong early next term. 
 A number of other interschool sporting 

competitions have occurred in recent weeks 

including a shooting tournament in Colac, Year 7 & 
8 Hampden Cup football and netball and schools’ 

motorbike racing. Congratulations to all who 

represented Mercy Regional College. 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 

Director of RE 
Mrs. Jo Saunders 
 

Year 8 Retreat and exciting change for 2015 
Year 8 students will participate in their Religious 

Education Retreat on Tuesday 2nd June. 
 

This year the Retreat Day is entitled “Be the change you 

want to see” and will be held at the Good Samaritan 
Campus at Coragulac. Our day will focus on worldwide 

issues of justice including fair trade, the dignity of work, 
principles of Catholic Social Teaching and the needs of 

those in South East Asia. Each of our guest speakers will 

be experienced in these areas and will be able to share 
current programs that support the concept of 

preferential options for the poor. 
 

Students will meet at the McAuley Campus and be 
bussed to Coragulac then return to Camperdown in time 

for afternoon buses at 2:45pm. Families are reminded 

that the Retreat Programs at Mercy Regional College are 
a compulsory facet of our Religious Education Program. 

In a new change the lunch will be catered by the 
O’Keeffe Food Technology classes and allows the 

students themselves to prepare in advance for this 

reflective and informative day. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Year 12s and Preps share a special lesson at St 
Patrick’s Church 

On Friday 15th May, our Year 12 students shared a 
special Religious Education lesson with the Preps from 

St. Patrick’s Primary. The two groups will meet a 

number of times throughout the Year to form a special 
bond of the beginning and end of Catholic Education in 

the Parish. 
 

The Preps sang and taught the Year 12s a wonderful 
song whilst the Year 12 students helped the Preps to 

draw their hands and add notes about their gifts and 

talents. The small and the tall of our communities 
shared conversation and joy. 

 
Year 12s have been discussing family values and the 

qualities they know to be necessary when planning for 

a life where health, family, consideration for others and 
forgiveness are keys to success. The Preps had been 

learning about belonging and so the lesson focused on 
valuing ourselves and reaching out to others in our 

community. 
 

The two groups will meet again in Term 3 and then 

finally share a Mass together just before our Year 12s 
complete their final Year at Mercy Regional College. 
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Social Justice Reports 
 

Soup and Roll day for the local Nepal Appeal 
Graham Arkinstall shared his 

experiences of trekking 

though Nepal and the hopes of 
the local group to develop a 

Community Centre in a remote 
village in Nepal to support 

communities in the wake of 
the recent Earthquakes. Our 

school leaders served Soup 

and rolls to many staff and students and raised over 
$300 for the appeal. June 4th will be a special hot 

chocolate and slice day at O’Keeffe to support the Nepal 
Appeal as well. 

 

Vinnies Assist a Student Program 
Later this month the Mercy Social Justice Conference 

will coordinate the “Assist a student” fundraising event. 
 

It will consist of a dress up day and fun and games in 
house teams at lunch times. Money raised will go 

toward each year level sponsoring two children in South 

East Asia to fund their education for the year. 
 

See details about the program on page four. 
 

 

Feast Day whole school Mass 
Our College Feast Day is 24th May, however, due to 

circumstances beyond our control the whole school 
celebration of Mass and Battle of the Bands is to be 

moved on to Tuesday 23rd June. 

 
All families are welcome to join us in the stadium as we 

celebrate the origins of our school and all Mercy 
Regional College has accomplished over the last 42 

Years. 
 

This day begins with normal classes and is a compulsory 

school day for all students. We gather as a whole school 
to celebrate the Mass followed by assembly then 

moving on to Battle of the Bands after lunch. 
 

This is a time to showcase the musical talents of our 

students in a fun and supportive atmosphere. It is 
important as a two campus school to gather as one and 

this is traditionally a day for celebrating who we are as 
a school and the foundations upon which our school is 

based. 
 

Mass will begin at 11:30am and all parents and families 

or friends of the College are welcome to attend. Feast 
Day is an important way to promote school spirit and a 

sense of belonging in our school community. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All parents, families and 

students  

are cordially invited to 

the 

 

Mercy Regional 

College 

2015 

 

FEAST DAY MASS 

 

To be held 

in the 

De Chantal 

Stadium 

McAuley Campus 

 

Tuesday 

23rd June @ 11:30am 
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Kimberley Leadership and Cultural Experience 
 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the first Mercy Regional College Immersion trip to the 

Kimberley. 

 

As with any project undertaken by the school it is based highly on the core values of our school, 

specifically those of: Community, Inclusiveness, Justice and Mercy. At its essence, our trip to the 

Kimberley’s is designed to provide an immersion experience for interested students. The trip is planned 

to run Monday 19th October, until Monday, 2nd November 2015 and will be open to Year 8 and 9 

students. 

 

This program will use sport as the catalyst to develop leadership skills and a greater understanding of 

our Indigenous story. Fourteen students and staff will be working with students from Beagle Bay, 

Fitzroy Crossing, and Halls Creek. Our students will conduct a number of sporting clinics and also 

support classroom teachers with Numeracy and Literacy. Our students will also be given the 

opportunity to participate in The Cricket Australia - Clontarf Beach Cricket Carnival on Cable Beach. 

This trip will give our students an aesthetic appreciation of the Kimberley but more importantly a 

connection with the people that they will meet. 

 

The purpose of the trip is to provide an opportunity for students to develop relationships with a remote 

Aboriginal community. To provide students with the opportunity to immerse in another culture, as 

they will be introduced to the traditional Aboriginal culture of the area. This will enable our students 

to develop relationships which will broaden their understanding of cultural groups within Australia. 

 

Kimberley Leadership and Cultural Experience  

Will be held at 

7pm on Monday 1st June 2015 

In the McAuley Campus Library 

 

Interested students and their families are very welcome. Members of the school Leadership team and 

I will explain the purpose and structure of the Kimberley Experience as well as the exciting benefits 

for staff, students and our school community alike. 

 

Students will be selected on the discretion of the College Leadership Team and the application process. 

There will be a waiting list if the applications exceed 14. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there, 

 

Mr. James Castles 

Head of O’Keeffe Campus 
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Head of Teaching & Learning – Senior School 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 
Expectations for VCE 

As the term progresses and we approach the end of 

Units 1and 3 it is timely to re-address the expectations 
that face our senior students studying VCE and VCAL. 

There is no doubt that our students are accepting the 
demands of their studies and we feel that most are 

facing up to the challenges in a positive way. 

 
It is important to understand that with five weeks of this 

term left, then ten in the third term the end of courses 
of study is in sight. Students need to remember that 

when they leave the school grounds at the end of the 
day their studies are not finished; anecdotally, we see 

students’ Maths and English books left on desks at the 

end of the day when we know that homework has been 
set and then find that the same students are falling 

behind in their work. Also, a good guide to how much 
work should be done at home might be to say that 

students doing a 3/4 subject are expected to do forty 

five minutes of homework for that subject nine times a 
fortnight. This mirrors the face to face time of the 

student in class. 
 

Holidays for Unit 3/4 students are a great opportunity 
to get ahead. Students should try to do at least 15 hours 

of study per subject, doing that holiday homework that 

is set by their class teacher, revising work done in first 
semester, doing review questions and perhaps trying 

some past papers as well as re-reading texts for English 
or Literature. In addition to these expectations there are 

revision sessions which are advertised by commercial 

providers and which may be helpful to students. 
Sometimes, however, it might be a better use of time 

for the student to remain at home and work on their set 
tasks as a priority. The main point is that students 

should keep up with the set work otherwise it is very 
difficult to catch up. 

 

We’d like to remind all that the library is open every 
afternoon until 4.30pm and students can avail 

themselves of teachers’ help so we really encourage 
them to use this opportunity. Students need to have 

some form of study plan and indeed a weekly timetable 

of all their commitments. These plan formats can be 
sourced at school or on the internet. 

 
Finally, with the school workload, work commitments, 

sport, family and social commitments, we know that 

students can become quite stressed and fall ill. We are 
seeing evidence of this at the moment. It is very 

important to strike a balance between all aspects of life 
and to enjoy what they are doing. It is a wonderful time 

of life looking forward to a bright and exciting future but 
everything must be kept in perspective and nothing will 

be achieved without hard work. 

 
From Lachie Lee, Lesa Thornton and Stacey Hillman and 

the Senior Homeroom teachers. 
 

 
 
Monday 25 May 
* HSSSD Cross Country 
 
Tuesday 26 May 
* Social Justice dress-up day 
 
Wednesday 27 May 
* Year 11 & 12 Legal Studies excursion 
* Clay Shooting in Ararat 
* Year 11 & 12 Legal Studies Excursion 
 
Thursday 28 May 
* Year 9 RIST Wool Overview Program 
* Year 10s Macbeth Performance 

 
Friday 29 May 
* Unit 3 Food Tech TOP SATS Excursion 
 
Monday 01 June 
* Year 9 Try a Career Day 
* Premier's Reading Challenge Luncheon, O'Keeffe Library 
 
Tuesday 02 June 
* Year 8 Retreat 
 
Wednesday 03 June 
* Premier's Reading Challenge Luncheon, McAuley Campus 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
 

Thursday 04 June 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
 
Monday 08 June 
* Queen's Birthday holiday – Student Free day 
 
Wednesday 10 June 
* VCE GAT 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
 
Thursday 11 June 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
 
Friday 12, Monday 15 & Tuesday 16 June 
* Year's 8, 9 & 10 Exams 

 
Tuesday 16 June 
* MRC Board meeting 7:30 PM 
 
Thursday 18 June 
* Correction Day - Student Free day 
 
Friday 19 June 
* Year 11 Excursion to Holocaust Museum 
 
Tuesday 16 June 
* Year 10 - Deakin University Warrnambool Science & 
Engineering Challenge 
 
Thursday 25 June 
* Term 2 concludes for students 
 
Friday 26 June 
* Term 2 concludes for staff 
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MRC FRANCE AND BELGIUM BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 2015 
 

My focus this week is on the battlefields and the enormous cost in lives of the war. The central 

theme of our tour of course is the Australian involvement in the Great War on the Western Front 

but this needs to be put into the wider context of the efforts by the armies of France, the British 
Empire and their opponents, the German Empire. 

 
It is interesting to note some of these statistics. The British Army launched four great offensives 

on the Western Front in the First World War. These all occurred during and after 1916 and all 

involved numerous individual battles and the AIF contributed to all. On our tour we will visit sites 
which are a part of each of these offensives. 

 
In chronological order, the offensive 

known as the Battle of the Somme began on 1 July 1916 
and lasted until 18 November 1916. Over this period of 

141 days the British Army (including the Australians) had 

415,000 casualties. This is a daily rate of 2,943 casualties. 
Of these 23,000 were Australians. In six weeks the AIF 

sustained approximately the same number of casualties 
that they suffered at Gallipoli in eight months. The Battle 

of Arras was from 9 April to 17 May 1917, lasting 39 days 

and with 159,000 casualties-a daily rate of 4,076.  Later 
in 1917, the Third Battle of Ypres (also known as 

Passchendaele) began 31 July and after a promising start 
fizzled out in the rain and mud on 12 November 1917. 

This series of battles lasted 105 days, cost 244,000 

casualties which is a daily cost of 2,323 casualties per day. 
Again, the AIF was in the thick of things and the cost to Australia was 38,000 men. I think that, with no foreseeable 

end to the war in sight, the horrendous casualties and the civil unrest at home, 1917 would probably be seen as the 
worst year of the war. The Final Offensive of 1918, from 8 August to the 11 November (sometimes known as the 

Hundred Days) cost 350,000 casualties in 96 days. This was a daily cost of 3,465 men and resulted in the Australian 
Corps having to disband battalions as they became unviable due to the losses.  These figures come from the book 

Cheerful Sacrifice: The Battle of Arras 1917 by Jonathan Nicholls, (Pen and Sword 1993, Barnsley, UK p211). 

 
Our visits to Pozieres, Fromelles, Bullecourt, the battlefields and cemeteries around Ypres and places such as Villers 

Bretonneux and Hamel mean that we will be in close contact with the sites of all these great offensives. We will pay 
tribute to those who died at these places, in the cemeteries and at the memorials to those who have no known 

grave-or are “known unto God”. 

 
One of the most interesting and, at the same time, poignant 

cemeteries is at Langemaarke near Ypres. This cemetery is a place 
where the remains of many of those German soldiers were 

collected after the war. There are 44,000 German soldiers buried 
here and in one mass grave lie the remains of 24,000 soldiers. It 

is a different site from the British cemeteries with their white 

headstones and quietly reflective atmosphere. This place has a 
brooding ambience and is quite dark in style and nature. Hitler and 

Goering both visited here in 1940 when Germany had again 
invaded Belgium 

and, Goering in 

particular, returned 
a number of times.  

 
This seems a sad note to end on today but it is important to see the 

tragedy of the Great War from all sides. 
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Head of Sport 
Mr. Matt Harkin 
 

Daniel Kenna at the State Golf 

On Monday Year 11 student Daniel 

Kenna represented the college at 
the senior state golf 

championships. Despite being 
slightly sheepish about the result, 

Daniel did extremely well. Of the 91 

competitors Daniel managed finish 
8th off the stick and 2nd overall on 

net result. This is a fantastic effort 
considering it was a statewide event. 

 
Clay Target Competition Colac 

On Wednesday 13th May, a strong contingent of Mercy 

shooters braved the elements at the Colac Clay Target 
Competition. All competitors shot well and Mercy had 

some great results with - 
- Ethan Domney being the overall champion. 

- Luella Foster winning senior girls section. 

- Hannah Whytcross finishing second in the junior 
girls. 

Thanks to Dean Ludeman for organizing and attending 
the event. 

 

 
 

Mercy House Cross Country 

Monday 18th May, in glorious conditions, the running of 
our house cross country occurred. The 4.8 km course 

from Terang to Noorat was in fantastic condition and 
the students who attended participated fantastically 

well. It was great to see staff and parents also being 

involved in completing the course. 
 

Breaking a five-year winning streak by Frayne it was 
Tindley who were the overall winners!!! 

 
Individual champions on the day were: 

U13 Olly Darcy & Zali Searle 

U14 Zavier Mungean & Tully Watt 
U15 Nick O'Connor & Nina Parker 

U/16 Lachie Davis & Harry O'Sullivan & Claudia Lee 
U17 Paddy Bourke & Kate Hallyburton 

U20 Seb Hulme & Brie Reichman 

Well done to all winners and thanks to the staff and 
parents who assisted on the day. 

 
Hampden Cup Football and Netball 

A great day was had by our year 7 and year 8 netball 

team. Both teams went through the competition 
undefeated which saw them win the day overall. 

 
Our year nine football team also did very well, in very 

trying conditions the boys managed to beat all other 
schools except for the Cobden Tech. This left them in 

second place for the day. 

 
Student behaviour and sportsmanship was excellent 

throughout the day. Libby Moloney and Ruby Suhan did 
a great job umpiring the netball and Tate Tregae-

Copeland braved the elements and umpired the footy 

marvelously. Thanks to Bethany and Em for looking 
after the netballer. 

 

 
 

 
 
Upcoming events 

- Friday 22nd May Tully Watt competing in Equathon 

at Mount Martha 
- Monday 25th May HSSSD Cross Country 

- Friday 12th June Greater Western Cross Country 
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Street Retreat Team Four 
On May 13th/14th nine eager students from Year 11 took 

to the streets of Melbourne along with Mrs. Melissa 
Brisbane and Mrs. Jo-Anne Saunders to help at the 

Vinnies Matthew Talbot Soup Van. 

 
Each of the students took on this challenging role with 

a great deal of maturity. They made sandwiches, served 
soup and gave away gifts of warm socks, scarves and 

beanies. Most importantly they shared conversation and 

kindness with those who are often feeling disconnected 
from society. The evening was cold but we managed to 

avoid heavy rain. The students reflected on their 
experience the next day at ACU and had to the chance 

to speak about what had surprised and challenged 
them, and how this experience had changed their 

perception of homelessness. 

 
Here are some of their thoughts: 

 
Chelsea: It was a real eye opener and is a great 
experience to be part of. 
 

Lieke: It was good to communicate with the homeless 
people and get to know how they live. 
 

Austin: It was fun. 
 

Lachie: It was a great experience and something to 
make you think! 
 

Elly: It makes you realize how lucky you are. 
 

Zoe: Volunteering on the Soup Van was an experience 
I will not forget. 
 

Indi: An eye opener to make you realize that we are 
very lucky. 
 

Claire: Street Retreat was a great experience, as 
none of us have been exposed to this sort of thing 
before. 
 

Michael: It was an eye opening experience that I will 
not forget, nor will I forget how lucky I am. 
 

Each of the students displayed the Gospel values of 
mercy, compassion and preferential treatment of the 

poor, showing an ability to work in a team environment 

with other Vinnies volunteers. 
 

 
 

Parent Street Retreat 
That is four student teams down and six student teams 

to go this year, plus the Parent Street Retreat on 
Monday 21st September (During the school holidays). 

Leaving Camperdown in a mini bus at 1:30pm on 

Monday and returning the following day at 2:30pm. 
 

Staying at “The Nunnery” backpackers Hostel in 
Nicholson Street. Approx. cost is $50.00. 

 
If any parents are interested in experiencing the Soup 

Van for themselves there are still three spots available. 

Please email jsaunders@mercy.vic.edu.au 
 

 
 

 

Head of Teaching & Learning – Junior 
School 
Mr. Dan Glennen 
 

As part of our continual review of Teaching and 

Learning practices, we are currently reviewing the 
homework expectations of students. This is across all 

year levels and will provide an explicit set of guidelines 
and greater level of understanding around homework.  

 

This information will be distributed to students and 
families shortly. The greatest point of contention for 

many is - what constitutes homework? Homework has 
many forms, each with varying outcomes. 

 
Types of Homework 

 Tasks set by the teacher 

This homework is set by the teacher in class to be 

completed by sometime in the near future. 
Typically, this type of homework is given to provide 

students with the opportunity to evaluate (and 
perhaps extend) their understanding of the work 

covered in class or as preparation for the next 

lesson; 
 

 Longer term assignment work 

Students regularly have an assignment or two in 
some stage of completion. They must learn to 

break the assignment task into a number of 
subtasks and then set aside time to complete each 

subtask. Students must avoid leaving assignment 

work until the last moment; 
 

 Work not completed in class 

Enables students to finish tasks independently and 
ensure that they are up to date for the next lesson; 

 

 Study or revision 

This type of homework is not usually instigated by 
the teacher. Instead it is the homework that 

students must work into their weekly plans to 
ensure that they revise and consolidate what they 

have learned so far. 
 

mailto:jsaunders@mercy.vic.edu.au
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Year 9 Excursion to Sovereign Hill 
All Year 9 students recently travelled to Sovereign Hill 

in Ballarat as part of their History and Active Learning 
studies. 

 

The aim of the trip was to provide students with a hands 
on experience of life on the goldfields, migration to 

Victoria, the impact of the Industrial Revolution and the 
advancement of workers’ rights and democracy in 

Victoria in the mid-1800s. 

 

 
 
As you can see from the students’ comments, they all 

had a great day. 
 

It was cold, wet and almost unbearable but then... We 

reached the lolly shop... *Hallelujah music comes on* 
But seriously, the treasure hunt was amazing fun, and 

I, who usually fail amazingly at such things did pretty 
well. The whole day was fun, and apart from keeping 

me bedridden for a week the trip to the lolly shop, the 
candle store... Petting the horses, going down the 

mines.  Well, it all made up for having to have to exert 

my legs to such extreme torture with that hill!  
Faith Thornton 9B 
 
Sovereign Hill was really good. I enjoyed the free time 

and the tours were educational as well.  I learned that 

the Industrial Revolution came into play during the Gold 
Rush. The free time was my favourite part of the day. 

Lily Cain 9C 
 

I really enjoyed the day at Sovereign Hill. 
Sarae Hickey 9C 
 

I really enjoyed the day. It game a chance to learn some 
more people’s names, as I am new to the school. I 

enjoyed watching them make the lollies and candles. 
Making the candles is very time consuming. 

Lilly Hose 9B 
 
I thought it was a great and fun day. I liked how we got 

lots of free time and it was great when we tried on the 
olden day dresses. 

Kate Gaut 9C 
 

I learned lots of things about steam engines and how 
lollies are made. I had a very good day overall and 

enjoyed it a lot. I had a good time with my friends. 
Georgia Darcy 9C 
 

I learnt how to melt gold. Overall the day was good, fun 
and energetic.  I liked talking to the people and taking 

photos with the workers.  Lola Montez took a selfie, and 
we had a ride in a horse and cart. 

Alexandra Smith 9C 
 

I learnt that 1 out of 5 diggers were Chinese, and that 

after the gold ran out many of the Chinese men went 
home to their families. Everything on the excursion 

went really well and each time I go back to Sovereign 
Hill I learn something new. We had fun talking to the 

people who work there, like Constable Mick, Mike who 

worked at the bowling alley and Brian in the candle 
shop.  It was good that we got to wander around and 

experience the gold pour and Red Hill mine in our 
groups. We had a fun yet educational day. 

Sarah Pekin 9B 
 

Going to Sovereign Hill was a fun way to learn about 

the ways of life during the Gold Rush and the Industrial 
Revolution, and living back in the 1880s. 

Meg Kenna 9B 
 

The day was an educational experience despite me 

visiting Sovereign Hill several times before. I enjoyed 
asking the workers about what the gold rush was like.  

I think we could have completed the booklet as a group 
activity after the trip.  I learnt that there were a lot of 

Chinese immigrants looking for gold and they named 

Ballarat ‘New Gold Mountain’. 
Martin Robbins 9B 
 
Today I would say was quite a success for me. I learnt 

a moderate amount of new information on Sovereign 
Hill – the people there and the conditions years ago. It 

was a good place to learn about the Industrial 

Revolution in the education session, the discovery of 
gold and a bit on the Eureka Stockade. It was a great 

day to learn, explore, buy lollies, buy a mother’s day 
present and to have fun. It was a very productive day. 

Joshua Newcombe 9B 
 
Our day at Sovereign Hill was, in my opinion, a very 

enjoyable one. It was much better than I thought it 
would be, due to us being able to roam around by 

ourselves and have a good mix of fun and learning. I 
liked the fact that it was up to us to do what we wanted 

and get to the right areas on time. I thought the tours 

were educational and they gave us a great insight of 
what it was like in the Gold Rush:  the machines, the 

people, the inventions, the traditions and so on. It was 
a lot of fun exploring Sovereign Hill and I learnt a lot 

more about the industrial side of the Gold Rush. 

Demby McKenzie 9B 
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Library News 
Mrs. Maureen O'Loughlan - Library Manager 
 
The 2015 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge (VPRC) 

is well under way at Mercy. 

 

 
 

Students are encouraged to take part in this challenge 
which is aimed at fostering and supporting a love of 

reading – this does not happen automatically – we need 

to guide and nurture our students along the way! 
 

Basically the VPRC challenges students to read 15 books 
over a six month period and requires them to keep an 

online reading log – that’s it! 
 

There is no cost involved and it will assist our students 

to develop independent learning skills. A Challenge 
‘Launch Lunch’ will be held at each campus in early 

June. 
 

Tips to help our kids learn to love reading: 

 Read aloud – to them and with them 

 Let your kids know what you are reading 

 Allow your child to choose a book and share 

the reading experience together 

 
 

 
PTFA Chocolate Fundraiser 

The PTFA Chocolate fundraiser is well 
under way with boxes having been 
distributed on Monday 27th April. 

Funds ($50 per box) are due ASAP or 
by Friday 12th June. 

Thank you to those families who 
have already enjoyed their 

chocolates and sent their $50.00. 
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NOTICES 

 

PLAYERS  WANTED 

Cobden Night Netball 

C Grade-  Grade 2-4 

Wednesday from 4:30pm onwards. Starting- Wednesday 15th July (for 10 weeks). Ending- Wednesday 16th September 

B Grade-   Grade 5-7 

Wednesday night if enough interest 6pm onwards. 

Seniors-   Open Age 

Monday or Wednesday night if enough interest. 

All names due by Friday 29th May 

Ring or text teams/individual names to:- 

Janelle Smith 0409 423 687 or Ella Howard   0488 057 000. 
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