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ISSUE 3-2              7th August, 2015 
 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2015 

“Through the Mercy tradition we encourage our community to seek knowledge, to nurture curiosity and to love 
learning”. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Principal 
 

This newsletter opens with a reflection on a well-known 
piece of scripture from St Paul’s First Letter to the 

Corinthians where Paul celebrates the infinite creative 

power of Jesus, the ultimate craftsman: 
 

According to the grace of God given 
to me, like a skilled master builder I 
laid a foundation, and someone else is 
building on it. Each builder must 
choose with care how to build on it. 
For no one can lay any foundation 
other than the one that has been laid; 
that foundation is Jesus Christ. 

1 Cor 3: 10-11 

 

 
High School Musical 

As this newsletter goes out, Mercy Regional College’s 
2015 production of “High School Musical is about to 

open. 
 

Three performances are scheduled this weekend, 

tonight at 7.30pm and tomorrow at 2.00pm and 
7.30pm.  Yesterday, the cast performed to almost 400 

children and adults from St Patrick’s, St Colman’s and St 
Thomas’ Primary Schools, Banana Splits Child Care and 

Cooinda in Terang. The performance went very well 

with the wonderful voices of Mercy students 
complemented by the energy and enthusiasm of the 

young audience. 
 

I will more fully thank the cast, crew and staff involved 

in the show in the next newsletter but strongly 
encourage anyone who has a chance to come along and 

support our amazing students. 
 

At the time of writing, Friday night’s show was almost 
sold out but there remain tickets for sale through 

www.trybookings.com/143830 or at the theatre door. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 2 

Upcoming Student Free Days 
The week after next will be a short one for most Mercy 

students with two significant interruptions: 
 Monday 17th August is a designated 

midterm break for all students and will give 

both students and staff the opportunity to rest 

after a hectic and cold first half of term.  No 

classes will run on this day 

 Only Unit 3-4 classes will run on Tuesday 

18th August as staff will be undertaking a 

curriculum development day focused on scope 

and sequences at Years 7 – 10.  Arrangements for 

all Year 12 students and those Year 11 students 

who have their 3-4 subject on that day will be as 

normal. 

 

Year 10 Retreat 

Good luck next week to all Year 10 students who will 
spend two days at Anglesea completing the Year 10 

Retreat program.  This retreat is a unique one with boys 

and girls in separate groups focusing on gender-based 
issues affecting them. 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 
 

Instrumental Concert 
Mrs. Janet Backhous – Music Coordinator 
 

Our Instrumental Concert is only two weeks away and 
it is always a fabulous evening. Our Students and their 

teachers will again surprise and delight us with their 

inspirational and uplifting performances. Everyone has 
been working hard all year and we are looking forward 

to sharing our music with you.  We hope you can make 
it. 

 
Please note the date in your dairies and join us for a 

great night of music. 

 
Date:  Wednesday the 26th August 

Time:  7 pm till 9.30pm 
Place: Multipurpose Room - McAuley 

Campus, Mercy Regional College 

 
Supper: Please bring a plate of food to share 

Drinks provided 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
 

 

 
Monday 10 August 
* Greater Western Netball – 7 & 8 
* France Meeting - Students & Parents (7:30 - 9:00 PM) 
 
Tuesday 11 August 
* Year 10 Retreat            * Year 9 Speaker - Victorian Police 
 
Wednesday 12 August 
* Year 10 Retreat 
 
Monday 17 August 
* Mid Term break no school for staff and students 
 
Tuesday 18 August 
* MRC Board Meeting (7:30 PM) 
 
Wednesday 20 August 
* Seeds of Justice at Araluen, Anglesea 
* Junior Debating. Geelong (5:30 PM - 8:30 PM) 
 
Thursday 21 August 
* Seeds of Justice at Araluen, Anglesea 
 
Tuesday 25 August 
* Cambodia Meeting with Clint Miller (3:30 - 5:30 PM) 
 
Wednesday 26 August 
* Instrumental Music Evening (7:00-9:00 PM) 
 

Monday 31 August 
* Country Kids Transition Day @ O'Keeffe Campus 
 
Tuesday 1 September 
* HCSN Transition Day @ O’Keeffe Campus 
 
Wednesday 2 September 
* Think Tank Day. Year 7-10      * Year 11 Street Retreat 
 
Thursday 3 September 
* Year 11 Street Retreat            * Junior Debating - Geelong 
 
Friday 4 September 
* Our Lady of Mercy Mass 
 

Monday 7 September 
* Literary Day - O'Keeffe Campus 
 
Wednesday 9 September 
* P/T/S Interviews, McAuley Campus (4:00 - 8:30PM) 
 
Thursday 10 September 
* Greater Western Basketball Year 7 & 8 
 
Friday 11 September 
* MRC Battlefields Tour departs 
 
Monday 14 September 
* Mercy Parents' Consultative Group (5:00 - 6:30 PM) 
 

Tuesday 15 September 
* MRC Board Meeting (7:30 PM) 
 
Friday 18 September 
* Term 3 concludes 
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Pathways Community Lunch 
Ms Williams and Mrs Henriksen 
 
On Wednesday 29th July the Year 9 Pathways group 

cooked a scrumptious feast at Camperdown’s 

Community Lunch. Students were involved in planning 
the menu which consisted of: 

 
Roast beef and roast pork 
Roast potatoes and pumpkin with garlic and rosemary 
Honey carrots 
Peas 
Gravy 
Cauliflower, broccoli and cheese sauce 
Tomato and onion pie with breadcrumbs 
Apple, ginger, coconut crumble with white chocolate 
and custard 
 
We served up nearly 64 meals! It was all hands on deck 

and students did a great job at preparing the lunch. Lots 
of compliments from the guests! A great opportunity for 

the students to not only be involved in planning and 

cooking for a large group but also socialising with 
members in our community they don’t know. 
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Head of Sport 
Mr. Matt Harkin 
 
A lot has been happening in sport recently at the College 

that is fantastic. Students continually put their hands up 

to participate that terrific to see. 
 

New Football Jumpers 
The PTFA kindly donated money to the sport area that 

we put towards new football jumpers. Football jumper 

design guru Daniel Beard quickly leapt into action and 
put together a terrific design. 

 
We thank the PTFA for their contribution and look 

forward to putting them on show soon. Below is a 
selection of Year 9 boys modeling the new design. 

 

 
 
 

Hampden combine Football 

Last Tuesday eight Mercy students represented a 
combine team made up of the Hampden schools to take 

on Warrnambool College and Trinity College. 
 

The team did very well on the day beating both 

opposition to win the cup. The Mercy students in the 
team also competed very well with Harry Darcy winning 

the Paul Couch medal for the best player in the team. 
 

Players in the team were Scott Carlin, Harry Darcy, 
Dominic Cunningham, Ben O’Sullivan, Luke Justin, 

Patrick Smith, Tarj Anderson and Ben Toose. 

 
Final scores were: 

Hampden Combine  7   3   45 
Warrnambool College  2   7   19 

 

Hampden Combine  7   8   50 
Trinity College   6   3   39 

 

 
Harry Darcy who won the Paul Couch medal 

The Hampden combine team 
 
Greater Western Senior and Intermediate 

Netball 
We had two runner up teams unfortunately at this 

competition but Emmanuel were just too good. The girls 

were great and played some awesome netball!! 
Beautifully coached by Mel Kavanagh, Claire O’Connor 

and Bethany O’Sullivan, safely driven by Graham 
Wadley who was also our first aid man for the day! 
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HSSSD Senior and Intermediate Basketball 

Our boys and girls basketball teams competed very 

admirably last week at the HSSSD competition. Our 
intermediate girls were successful and will progress 

onto the next level in Ballarat.  Well done to all staff 
and students who braved the cold stadiums and did 

the college proud. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Greater Western Intermediate Basketball 
Mrs. Chamon Vogels 
 
Seven eager Mercy Regional College Intermediate 

women headed to Ballarat for the Greater Western 

basketball tournament on August 3. 
 

Playing at the Minerdome, Year 10 students Sophie 
Blain, Maggie Suhan, Hailey Mahony, Chloe Gibson, 

Shelbie Carlin, Stephanie Smart and Alana Schulz took 
on Ballarat High School in their first match. 

 

The girls started off well and kept pace with the more 
experienced local side in the first half. After a quick 

burst of accurate 2 and 3 point shots from Ballarat, they 
proved too strong by the end of the second half and 

pulled away to win 32 to Mercy's 23. 

 
Mercy barely had time for a well-deserved break only to 

find within minutes that their next match was starting 
against fresh-legs, Portland Secondary College. 

 
It was an even match through both halves with some 

rough play from both sides - all eager to post a win on 

the board. Maggie Suhan showed some accurate 
shooting and pumped through a series of 2s and 3s 

alongside Sophie Blain who showed her basketball 
prowess in both games. Tall girls Stephanie Smart and 

Hailey Mahony pulled some excellent rebounds and 

blocks in the defensive zone helping their side to reach 
30 a piece with only minutes remaining. Chloe Gibson, 

Shelbie Carlin and Alana Schulz showed plenty of fitness 
keeping pressure on their opposition. 

 

After some tense play Mercy respectably went down by 
1 point losing the match to Portland 32 to 31. 
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Intermediate & Senior GW Table Tennis 
Mr. Darren Cheeseman 
 
Mercy Regional College sent 3 teams to the Western 

Zone Table Tennis competition in Ballarat on Monday 

3rd August. 
 

INTERMEDIATE BOYS: The team consisted of Harry 
O’Sullivan, Thomas Place, Zac Green and Charlie 

Finnerty. Due to a team withdrawing from the 
competition late it meant that it was only down to two 

teams. In a close battle Warrnambool College were the 

stronger team on the day and ran out victors. 
 

SENIOR GIRLS: The team consisted Shai Karney, 
Claudia Lee, Jessica Quick and Anna Bourke. In a 

competition of three teams the girls were dominant and 

did not drop a match for the entire day defeating 
Horsham College and Ballarat Secondary College. A 

great team effort from everyone. 
 

SENIOR BOYS: All of the students in this team were in 
year 11 therefore still have another year in this 

competition potentially. Daniel Kenna was the number 

1 and had to battle against quality opponents including 
a state representative. Michael Pearson playing 

consistently all day as the number 2 and also a mention 
to Charlie Darcy for his efforts in both singles and 

doubles. Unfortunately the boys were unable to 

progress to the next stage. 
 

A great day with all students representing their school 
with distinction. Well done. 

 

 
 

 

Outdoor Ed Snow Trip 
Mr. Darren Cheeseman 
 
Last week 35 students completing VCE Outdoor and 

Environmental Studies made the trek to Mansfield and 

Mount Buller for the annual Skiing/Snowboarding camp. 
The first day we settled into our accommodation and 

picked up all of our equipment from Buller Sports as we 
were due on the mountain at 8.30am the next day for 

our lessons. 
 

The beginners were keen to learn quickly as after the 

lessons they were free to try some of their new skills on 
the slopes. All instructors commented on how well the 

MRC students did in their lessons but still this did not 
stop a few falls from time to time. After a full day we 

left Mount Buller to recover for our second day. 

 
We began the second day at the same early time slot 

but the lessons were altered based on how the students 
were going with their skiing and snowboarding. After 

10am students again able to have some fun on the 
mountain and 4pm came around quickly. We returned 

all of our equipment to Buller Sports and then back to 

our accommodation for a meal, rest and recovery. 
 

Well done to all students that attended with all helping 
out with the various duties such as cleaning and 

packing. A big thanks to Christian bus lines and in 

particular Darren Williams for his work on the camp and 
also to Ben Brisbane, Fr. Matthew Thomas, Bethany 

O’Sullivan and Ellie Kenna as the staff that attended last 
week. 
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Careers Report 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Taste of Dairy program Day 1 

Report by Kayla Lenehan 
 
On Tuesday 28th July we were picked up at the Noorat 

Campus by the bus. 
When we arrived at the Demo Dairy in Terang we met 

our teacher Matt Howe after he introduced himself he 

showed us inside. Then we met with Mortlake College 
and Brauer College students. We learnt about the dairy 

industry and visited Brian Dickson's Friesian dairy farm 
to see how to run a dairy farm. 

When we got back to the demo dairy we had lunch. 
After lunch we designed our own farm, the last thing 

we did before we went home were some quizzes about 

Brian's farm and the farming industry. 
 

Taste of Dairy program Day 2 
Report by Patrick Johnstone 
 

Wednesday 29th July. On the second day of the Taste of 
Dairy Program we started off the day by travelling from 

Noorat to the National Centre of Dairy Education. When 
we got there we went into the class room and learnt all 

about the rumen (the cow’s stomach) and what it takes 
for a cow to produce 24 litres of milk a day. We also 

learnt how to score the condition of a cow. 

 
Then at about 11am we went for a walk on the farm that 

the school operates and had a look at their herd to see 
whether a cow is healthy or not by looking at their 

manure. 

We then headed back for lunch and after that we went 
to look at the Howe family's Jersey farm. We looked at 

their herd and all of their calves. 
Then we got on the bus and travelled back to school. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Middle School News 
Mr. Ben Brisbane 
 
We are four weeks into second semester and all 

students would have been involved in some kind of 

activity outside of the classroom. This is activity term 
and the busiest for the year. Activities like High School 

Musical, Ski Camp, Netball, Basketball, Table tennis, 
debating, social justice team, Retreats and BRICK’s 

program and more have kept students on their toes. 

 
Two weeks ago we sent home communication regarding 

guidelines for homework and organisation. This term is 
the time to get into the habit of organising time to 

complete tasks and set routines. Outside of school we 
will see football and netball finals starting this weekend 

and this always brings excitement as well as panic with 

assessment tasks. Hopefully all students have taken the 
time to digest these expectations and tailored them to 

fit their lifestyle and their families. 
 

In week 2 we held our Term 3 Middle School Assembly. 

During the assembly we affirmed many students on 
their great work through our Blue Slip program and also 

presented our Term 2 Middle School Award recipients. 
This meant that the following students were recognised 

for the work they do in class, the school and the 
community. 

 

Year 9 
 Demby McKenzie 

 Sophie Rowan 

 

Year 10 
 Chey Beaver 

 Alexander Wallace 

 

Hopefully the positive postcards are making it home to 

fridge doors as well. There are many positive things 
happening in middle school and all students should be 

congratulated. A special mention goes out to all our 
Year 9s and 10s participating in High School Musical. 

They have all been doing a great job and middle school 
are very well represented. Good luck over the weekend! 

Also a big thankyou to Chloe Gibson for presenting to 

our assembly her experience in Gallipoli. 
 

Next week our Year 10s head off on retreat. It is always 
a good time had and a very useful time for self-

reflection. With the busy nature of Term 3 it is an ideal 

time for our Year 10 students to take breath, reflect and 
focus on what life may hold for them in the future. 

 
Thank you again to all parents for your efforts. 

Communication with the school has been fantastic. 
Please keep us informed if your child is away ill, on 

holidays or feeling the effects of certain events.  
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Warrnambool Eisteddfod: Year 9/10 Debating Section 
Mrs. Leesa Henriksen and Mrs. Jo Saunders 
 
On Wednesday 30th July four teams competed at the Warrnambool Eisteddfod at King’s College Warrnambool in the 

debating section: 

 

YEAR 9 

That it is more important to be persuasive than 
right 
 

Demby McKenzie 
Joshua Newcombe 

Sophie Rowan 
 

Against Terang College won by 5 points. Awarded first 

place overall in the Year 9/10 section. 
Team worked very well together to plan their debates. 

Their manner and delivery was very polished. 
Demby McKenzie was awarded best debater overall in 

the Year 9/10 section. 

Year 9 

That tertiary education should be for free 
 

 

Bella Giblin 
Tate Tregea-Copeland 

Alexander Wallace 
 

Against Mortlake College lost by 2 points. A very close 

and enjoyable debate to watch! Fantastic rebuttal put 
forward by Tate and Bella. Alexander was an excellent 

first speaker! 
 

YEAR 10 
That a picture is worth more than a thousand 
words 
 

Millie Parker 

Stella Baker Campbell 
Ailie Bateman 

 
Against Mercy Year 9/10 mixed won by 7 points. 

Awarded second place overall in the Year 9/10 section. 

All three worked and spoke well in a very tough 
debate. Outstanding rebuttal by Ailie! 

YEAR 9/10 mixed 
That a picture is worth more than a thousand 
words 
 

Tate Tregea/Copeland 

Chloe Gibson 
Chey Beaver 

 
Against Mercy Year 10 team lost by 7 points. Very 

strong well prepared arguments by this team in a 

difficult debate! All speakers spoke with great 
confidence. 

 
All students were fantastic ambassadors for our school. Students were well prepared, dressed immaculately and 

spoke with great confidence and clarity. They had given up a lot of their own time to prepare their debates and it 

was wonderful to see them shine on the day. There are many skills that are developed through getting ready for a 
debate: team-work with like-minded peers, public speaking, researching, listening and note taking. The power to 

persuade is a highly respected skill and there is no better way to master this than through debating. 
Well done everyone! 
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Head of Teaching and Learning VCE 
Mr. Lachie Lee 

 
Senior Students Attendance 

Recently we have had a few instances of Senior School students being absent from school without any substantial 

reason. Generally, when we follow up these students they offer a reason, sometimes sound, at others not so. It 
needs to be stressed that for successful completion of both the VCE and VCAL certificates, attendance at class is a 

compulsory component of the certificate. While we are sympathetic to legitimate reasons for lack of attendance, 
some excuses can be reasonably weak. I would ask that parents and guardians support the school in reinforcing 

this process. 

 
 

Mercy Regional College France and Belgium Battlefields Tour 2015 
This weekend we commemorate the Centenary of the Battle of Lone Pine at Gallipoli 

which lasted from 6-9 August 1915. It is also, however, the anniversary of the Battle of 
Amiens fought in the Somme region of France on the 8th August 1918. While Lone Pine 

remains in our memory as a heroic disaster, as was much of the fighting at Gallipoli, 

Amiens was a different matter entirely. The Battle of Amiens was the opening battle in 
what has become known as the Hundred Days Offensive. The Australian General 

Monash was very much involved in the planning and for the Australian Corps was at the 
forefront of the battle and many of the subsequent advances of the offensive. For the 

first time all the components of modern warfare were united to achieve a well thought 

out and achievable goal. At the end of the day the allies had created a hole in the line 
24 kilometres wide, they had captured 330 German guns, 17,000 German prisoners and 

inflicted 30, 000 casualties on the German Army. The allies themselves had lost 6,500 
casualties, in the context of the time an acceptable figure. 

 

 
 

In the weeks prior to this battle Monash had planned and executed a 
smaller version of the battle in the Battle of Hamel. This battle also 

co-ordinated airpower, tanks, artillery and infantry; a far cry from the 
First Day of the Somme two years before when the hope was to open 

up a whole in the German front to allow the cavalry to storm through 

in a display of élan that came straight from the nineteenth century. 
The Battle of Hamel was planned to last 90 minutes and lasted 93. 

My own thoughts are that he would have been asking questions about 
those extra three minutes! 

 

 
 

 
On our tour we visit both the Australian Memorial at Hamel and the 

2nd Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin. This memorial is to the 
2nd Division and it was here that they attacked and took the German 

positions and then pushed on to take the town of Peronne. This 

town is, like many of the other places that we visit on our tour, 
linked to the Australian story of the First World War but is also an 

example of the ancient communities of this part of the world. The 
Chateau de Peronne an old castle in the town is the home of a 

museum of the First World War, the Historial de la Grande Guerre. 

 
We have a meeting of travellers and families at the O’Keeffe 

Campus in Noorat at 7.00pm on Monday 10 August. Kim from 
Helloworld will be bringing some travel documents and other 

information. 

 
Please bring something for supper. I look forward to seeing you there. 
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NOTICES 
 

 



 15 

 
 

  



 16 

 

 
 

 

 
 


