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ISSUE 3-3              21st August, 2015 
 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2015 

“Through the Mercy tradition we encourage our community to seek knowledge, to nurture curiosity and to love 
learning”. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Principal 
 

One of the most powerful of all human emotions is 
hope.  It is the capacity of people to hope that gives life 

its supernatural quality, perhaps hoping against all 

probabilities and evidence, perhaps hoping for a result 
that seems impossible but, in the end, hoping. And, 

perversely, it is the loss of hope that can remove that 
same supernatural quality to life. 

 
Today’s prayer recognizes our human need to hope, 

 

A Prayer for Hope 
Heavenly Father, I am your humble servant, 
I come before you today in need of hope. 
There are times when I feel helpless, 
There are times when I feel weak. 
I pray for hope. 
I need hope for a better future. 
I need hope for a better life. 
I need hope for love and kindness. 
Some say that the sky is at its darkest just before the 
light. 
I pray that this is true, for all seems dark. 
I need your light, Lord, in every way. 
I pray to be filled with your light from head to toe.  
To bask in your glory. 
To know that all is right in the world, 
as you have planned, and as you want it to be.  
Help me to walk in your light, and live 
my life in faith and glory. 
In your name I pray,  
Amen. 
 

Celebrating Holistic Education 
Last week, together with Mrs. Jo-Anne Saunders, Mr. 

James Castles and Mrs. Lynn Wadley, I was privileged 
to attend the 2015 biennial AMSSA Conference which 

brings together senior staff from every Australian and 
New Zealand secondary school that has current or 

historical roots with the Sisters of Mercy. 

 

 
 

One of the characteristics of Mercy education and 
Catholic schools more generally that was celebrated 

was their commitment to, and capacity to offer, a 
holistic education – one that embraces academic, 

spiritual, physical, social and psychological aspects 

equally. This commitment is one that is taken very 
seriously here at Mercy and activities in term three 

provide clear evidence of this. 
 

Below are listed several examples involving students 

and staff: 
 

 High School Musical – The three public 

performances of “High School Musical” went very 
well with cast and crew receiving fantastic 

applause and feedback both during the shows and 
on return to school last week.  Ticket sales were 

significantly up on those recorded for 2013’s Mercy 

Showcase with Friday night’s performance a sell-
out.  The production team will undertake a review 

of all aspects of the show ahead of plans being put 
in place for a possible 2017 production.  A full list 

of cast and crew is included later in this newsletter. 

 
 MRC/St Patrick’s School Barn Dance – 

Congratulations to all those who contributed to the 

overwhelming success of last Friday night’s Barn 
Dance at Camperdown’s Theatre Royal and 

particularly to the Mercy VCAL students under the 
leadership of Mrs. Jo Williams.  From all accounts, 

it was a fantastic night. 

 
 Grandparents’ Day – Coming up on Thursday 27th 

August, O’Keeffe Campus will host a morning for 

grandparents and special persons.  This initiative 
provides a lovely opportunity for students to 

recognise and celebrate these important people 

from whom many of us take significant inspiration. 
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 Battlefields Tour – Preparations are almost 

complete for the upcoming third Mercy Battlefields 
Tour to Europe.  Students, staff and parents have 

recently enjoyed another information evening 
under the leadership of Mr. Lachie Lee and I am 

sure that bags may already be out and luggage lists 

prepared. 
 

 2016 Student Leaders – Over the next two weeks, 

the process leading to the election of Mercy 
Regional College’s Year 12 student leaders reaches 

its conclusion with candidates speaking to their 
peers, to the College staff and will also undertake 

meetings with the College Principal.  

Congratulations to those students who have taken 
the risk in putting themselves forward as potential 

student leaders. 
 

 Mercy Instrumental Evening – On Wednesday 26th 

August, the College’s MPA will be filled with the 

talent and enthusiasm of Mercy’s musicians.  
Starting at 7.00pm, it promises to be a wonderful 

evening under the leadership of the College’s 
Instrumental Music Coordinator, Mrs. Janet 

Backhous.  Good luck to all. 
 

“High School Musical” Cast and Crew 

 
CAST 

Demby McKenzie 
Joshua Newcombe 

Luke Lenehan 

Tate Tregea-Copeland 
Jack Hands 

Martinique McKenzie 
Billy Buckingham 

Olivia Martin 
Sam Bond 

Hayley Wason 

Skylar Carpenter 
Casey White 

Kaitlyn O’Neil 
Isabel Rowan 

Tara Suri 

Laura Hickey 

Lauren Huth 
Ebony Reynolds 

Tess Lourey 

Abby Tobias-Richardson 
Hayley Riches 

April Martin 
Susie O’Brien 

Lily Lourey 
Zoe Baxter 

Sophie Rowan 

Jessica Cheslett 
Eliza Johnstone 

Jordy Hickey 
James Anderson 

Katie Erwin 

Amy McKenzie 
 

BAND 
Jane McSween  Keyboard 1 

Bonnie Ailey  Keyboard 2 

Gary Alexander  Drums 
Katie Erwin  Percussion 

Amy McKenzie  Guitar 
Jen Rowan  Guitar 

Wes Erwin  Electric Guitar 
Ross Irving  Bass Guitar 

 

CREW 
Director/Choreographer: 
Freya Egberts 
 

Musical/Co Vocal Director: 
Jane McSween 

Producer/Front of House: 
Jenny Phillips 

 
Co Vocal Director: 
Toby McKenzie 

 
Assistants to the Director: 
Jo-Anne Saunders 
Melissa Brisbane 

 
Stage Manager: 
Darren Egberts 

 
Backstage crew: 
Louis Johnstone, Deanne Fleming, Kaitlyn Martin, 
Rebecca MacDonald, Rachel Uebergang, Alexandra 

Smith, Ruby Poustie, Jessie James, Stacey Riches, Amy 

Vogels 
 

Set Design: 
Freya Egberts 

Jeremy Baker 
 

Set Construction and Painting: 
Jeremy Baker, Tina Jenkins, Cameron Beaton, Dean 
Ludeman, Josh Bone, Lachlan Davis, Charlie Finnerty, 

Tom Grant, Thomas Gray, Zac Green, Hamish 
Huffadine, Nicholas Krybolder, Bailey Mason, Jim 

O’Sullivan, Cooper Wagner, Lachlan Bignell, Steven 

Bouchier, Henry Bradshaw, Anthony Glennen, Alistair 
Huth, Samuel Johnstone, Nathan Moran, Charlie 

Unwin, Alexander Walter, Georgia Watson, Zoe Barker, 
Charlie Brett, Mitchell Carlin, Luella Foster, Ethan 

Domney, Lucretia Bell, Chelsea Schmidt, Olivia Martin 

 
Costumes: 
Freya Egberts, Jan Smith, Jenny Binder 
 

Lighting: 
Tony Dupleix, Samuel Bailey, Chris Barks, Caleb 

Scanlon 

 
Sound: 
Total Events 
Chris Barks 

 

Properties: 
Leanne Carpenter 

 
Front of House: 
Jenny Phillips and staff/students of Mercy Regional 
College 

 

Make Up/Hair: 
Jacqui Hester, Bethany O’Sullivan, Zoe Baxter, Ellen-

Rose Lee, Jessica Quick, Jackie McKay, Shai Karney, 
Kasey Zentai, Chelsea Lucas, Grace Veenstra 

 

Programme Design: 
Darren Egberts, Freya Egberts, Toby McKenzie, Sue 

Bohm 
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THANK YOU 
 

Laffs, Camperdown 

 
St Patrick’s Primary School 

 
Cobden Technical School 

 
Joker’s Costume Hire 

 

Camperdown Theatre Company 
 

Corangamite Shire & Claire Dunn 
 

Holiday Actors, Warrnambool 

 
Loaf and Lounge Café 

 
Peter Daffy 

 
Western District News 

 

Southwest Cheer & Dance Gym, Colac and 
Warrnambool 

 
St Vincent de Paul Society 

 

The staff, students and community of Mercy 
Regional College 

 
 

 

Digital Devices Review 
Many of you would have read a booklet that was sent 

home to all Mercy Regional College parents outlining a 
proposal to phase out iPads in the classroom and 

replace them with Apple MacBooks over the next two – 

three years. 
 

On Tuesday night, the MRC Board of Management 
agreed to proceed with the proposal from the start of 

the 2016 school year. 

 
In brief, the program includes: 

 
 Moving over three years (2016 – 2018) to Apple 

MacBooks as the digital device required by 

students at Mercy Regional College. Year 7 & 10 in 
2016, then each Year 7 & 10 level in the 

subsequent two years. 

 
 Parents may choose to ‘opt-in’ to the MacBook 

program earlier than scheduled if they wish for 

their child(ren) with teaching staff accommodating 
either device during the transition period. 

 

 Parents will be able to purchase the MacBook 

outright through a retail supplier at their 
convenience or enter a three year lease agreement 

with the College. Those choosing to lease the 
device will have the option of purchasing the 

device for a small amount after this time. 

 For those parents who choose to purchase the 

MacBook outright, the College will be mandating a 
minimum set of specifications including screen 

size, hard drive capacity and speed. 
 

 We are in the process of seeking final clarification 

with respect to the provision of AppleCare 
(warranty) and insurance. 

 

 Alongside this proposal, the College is investing 

significantly in a new IT management system that 
will provide more efficient and secure monitoring 

of all student electronic devices. 
 

In the next two weeks, I will be writing to all parents 

with full details of the 2016 rollout including pricing 
options, specifications for the device, details on 

warranties and insurance as well as procedures for 
parents/families for whom the MacBook program may 

present financial challenges. 

 
Over the next month, we will also be undertaking work 

on the College’s Electronic Devices Acceptable User 
Agreement, a review of the College’s backpack and the 

classroom furniture planned for our new and 
refurbished classrooms. 

 

We will also look at a couple of information sessions 
where parents and families who are unfamiliar with the 

Apple MacBooks will be able to familiarize themselves 
with the device as well as seeing them used in the 

classroom. 

 
I would like to thank all parents, staff and families for 

your contributions during the consultation period prior 
to this decision, I am sure that this important 

development will contribute significantly to the ongoing 
improvement of learning and teaching at Mercy 

Regional College. 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 
 

 
 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
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Deputy Principal - Wellbeing 
Mr. Kerin Glennen 
 
Ice: 

 What is Ice? 

 Why is it so potent? 

 What are the side effects of this drug that is out of 

control. 

A huge spike in the availability and use of the ice, has 
caused great alarm to families throughout Victoria. 

 
So what is Ice and why is it so potent: 

Ice is a stimulant drug, which means it speeds up 
messages travelling between the brain and the body. 

Ice usually comes as a small chunky clear crystals that 

looks like "ice". It is also called Crystal Meth, shabu, 
crystal and classes. It is generally smoked or injected 

and the effects can be felt in 3 to 7 seconds. It can also 
be swallowed and or snorted. 

 

There is no safe level of drug use, a report survey 
conducted in the second half of 2013 estimated that 

2.1% of Australians aged 14 years and over used 
methamphetamine( ice) in the previous 12 months 

(Associate Professor Peter Miller). The effects of ice can 

last around 6 hours, but it might be hard to sleep for a 
few days after using the drug. Ice effects everyone 

differently and the reactions cannot be predicted. 
 

People who regularly use ice can quickly become 
dependent on the drug. They may feel they need ice to 

go about their normal activities like working, studying 

and socialising, or just to get through the day. 
 

While it is known that ice is more readily available and 
more people are using the substance, it's impossible to 

know the number of Victorians who used the drug in 

the last year. However the best data available says 
roughly 900,000 Victorians used methamphetamine in 

the last year. Ice is a drug that will and has already 
destroyed families and many lives, please if you are 

concerned then seek advice. 
 

 

National Youth Science Forum 2016 
Mrs. Chelsea Ludeman 
 
Congratulations to Stephanie Hibburt & Caitlin Williams 

both girls been selected to attend the National Youth 

Science Forum in January 2016. 
 

Fantastic effort from the girls. It is a 12 day program in 
which they will stay on-campus at the Australian 

National University in the ACT. They will be completing 

a wide range of laboratory activities, visit to industry & 
research sites and attend talks from leading academics 

just to name a few of the activities. 
 

It is quite a credit to both them and our school that they 
were of the calibre to be accepted into this forum. 

 

Enhanced Learning 
Mrs. Leesa Henriksen 
 
Australian History Competition 

The Australian History Competition is prepared by the 

History Teachers’ Association of Australia. While a 
primary goal has been to provide an interesting and 

challenging competition for students, it is also an 
opportunity to support teachers in the implementation 

of the new Australian Curriculum: History. 

 
The questions focused on key elements of the 

Australian Curriculum: History – sound historical 
knowledge, historical skills and historical 

understandings. 
 

Our students did very well, in what is considered to be 

a very challenging competition. Ten students in Year 8 
completed the competition and ten in Year 10. 

 
Results: 

 

NAME RESULT 

Samuel Cole  Year 8 

 
Emma Bath  Year 8 
Ailie Bateman  Year 10 

Taneisha Bentley Year 10 
Henry Cavarsan  Year 10 

 
Tully Watt  Year 8 
Cheyenne Beaver Year 10 

Chloe Gibson  Year 10 
Bradley Lucas  Year 10 

 
Tadgh Dwyer  Year 8 
Guy Faber  Year 8 

Jennifer Huffadine Year 8 

Isaac Kenna  Year 8 
Nina Parker  Year 8 

Sarsha Anderson Year 10 
Emily VanDonk  Year 10 

Ripley Watt  Year 10 

 
Jayden Royal  Year 8 

Toby Kent  Year 8 

Millie Parker  Year 10 

High Distinction 

 
Distinction 
Distinction 

Distinction 
Distinction 

 
Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 

 
Merit 
Merit 

Merit 

Merit 
Merit 

Merit 
Merit 

Merit 

 
Participation 

Participation 

Participation 
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Head of O’Keeffe Campus 
Mr. James Castles 
 
Digital Detox 

To further support parents with the use of iPads at 

home, we would like to initiate a “Digital Detox” night. 
 

This will involve Year 7 and 8 
students leaving their iPads at 

school every Thursday night for the 

remainder of 2015. We hope that 
this ‘break’ from technology will 

assist both students and parents to 
control the amount of screen time 

at home. 
 

This is an opt-in initiative and if you choose to 

participate, your son/daughter’s iPads will be stored 
safely at school. Teachers will plan homework tasks to 

suit this initiative. Information has been sent home. 
 

Grandparents and Special Friends 

We are delighted to invite all Grandparents and Special 
Friends of our Year 7 students to a gathering which will 

take place Thursday 27th August at the O’Keeffe 
Campus of Mercy Regional College from 10.00 am to 

12:00 pm. 
 

The day will be an opportunity to celebrate our 

Grandparents and Special Friends and also give our 
Year 7 students the chance to celebrate and share their 

school. All visitors should gather in the O'Keeffe Campus 
Multipurpose Room at 10.00 am. 

 

(See invitation on the next page) 
 

Attention Year 8 Parents 
On Monday 31st August and Tuesday 1st September, the 

Orientation Program will commence at the O’Keeffe 
Campus for students enrolled in Year 7 for 2016. 

 

This program is a key part of ensuring that students’ 
transition from primary to secondary school is as 

comfortable as possible. With increases in enrolments 
at Mercy, it is becoming difficult for the O’Keeffe 

Campus to accommodate the orientation program on a 

normal school day. As a result, each of the Year 8 
students will be given one day off to make rooms 

available for the Year 6 students. 
 

Hence I would like to advise you of the following dates: 

 
 Monday 31st August 2015 

Hampden Catholic Schools Network Day Year 8A & 8B 

are not required to attend school. 
 

 Tuesday 1st September 2015 

‘Country Kids’ Day Year 8C & 8D are not required to 
attend school. 

 

Letters concerning this have been sent home with your 
child. 

Junior School Core Value Awards 
Congratulations to the following Year 7 & 8 students 

who received the Core Value Awards at our Assembly 
last term. 

 

Community: Jack Hands 
Inclusiveness: Tess Harris 

Learning: Meg Pickles 
Care: Caleb Scanlon 

Justice and Mercy: Tadgh Dwyer 
Excellence & Achievement: Imogen Faull 

 

O’Keeffe Campus Assemblies 
A big thank you to all parents, grandparents and family 

members for attending our O’Keeffe Campus 
Assemblies. 

 

 

 
Tuesday 25 August 
* Cambodia Meeting with Clint Miller (3:30 - 5:30 PM) 
 
Wednesday 26 August 
* Instrumental Music Evening (7:00-9:00 PM) 
 
Monday 31 August 
* Country Kids Transition Day @ O'Keeffe Campus 
 
Tuesday 1 September 
* HCSN Transition Day @ O’Keeffe Campus 
 
Wednesday 2 September 
* Think Tank Day. Year 7-10 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
 
Thursday 3 September 
* Year 11 Street Retreat 
* Junior Debating - Geelong 
 
Friday 4 September 
* Our Lady of Mercy Mass 
 
Monday 7 September 
* Literary Day - O'Keeffe Campus 
 
Wednesday 9 September 
* P/T/S Interviews, McAuley Campus (4:00 - 8:30PM) 
 
Thursday 10 September 
* Greater Western Basketball Year 7 & 8 
 
Friday 11 September 
* MRC Battlefields Tour departs 

 
Monday 14 September 
* Mercy Parents' Consultative Group (5:00 - 6:30 PM) 
 
Tuesday 15 September 
* MRC Board Meeting (7:30 PM) 
 
Friday 18 September 
* Term 3 concludes 
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Head of Teaching and Learning VCE 
Mr. Lachie Lee 
 
MERCY REGIONAL COLLEGE FRANCE AND BELGIUM BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 2015 

 

The Menin Gate is a monument in the Belgian town of Ypres (Ieper). It has the names of 
54,000 Commonwealth soldiers who died in the area around the town and who have no 

known graves. Ypres is a town surrounded by low ridges and in the First World War was the 
sight of three great battles; First Ypres in 1914, Second Ypres in 1915 and Third Ypres 

(sometimes known as Passchendaele) from July to November 1917. Third Ypres is the battle 

most known to Australians as all the five divisions of the AIF fought here in 1917. Ypres was 
a bump in the lines which projected into the German lines. This projection was known as the 

Salient and the great offensive was designed to break through the German lines on the 
surrounding high ground, create a hole in the front and then sweep up to the German held 

Belgian ports on the Channel coast. 
 

 

The Australians were involved in the earlier Battle of Messines, which 
preceded the Ypres Offensive, and the major component battles of the 

Menin Road (20 September), Polygon Wood (26-28 September), Broodseinde 
(4 October)  and Passchendaele (12 October). These battles resulted in 

enormous losses for the AIF and many of those whose graves we visit lost 

their lives at this time. Many are memorialised on the Menin Gate. This 
memorial was constructed after the war in remembrance of those who died. 

It is on the site of the earlier gate which had been destroyed. Two medieval 
stone lions which guarded the old gate were given to the Australian War 

Memorial and now stand at the entrance to the memorial in Canberra. Many of those from our district whose lives 
were lost are remembered here; locals such as William Harris from The Sisters who served in the 31st Battalion and 

was killed at Polygon Wood and William Pekin of the 29 Battalion and James Pekin of 22 Battalion, cousins, who 

were killed at Polygon Wood and Broodseinde respectively. 
 

After the war, Winston Churchill proposed that Ypres be left in its ruined state as a 
memorial to the destruction of war. The local people however thought differently 

and returned to live in the ruins and make an attempt to pick up the fabric of their 

lives. In the aftermath of the war the town was rebuilt in its original style. A feature 
of the central market square is the medieval Cloth Hall again rebuilt after the war 

and an historic icon of the town. Almost all Australian troops who served at Ypres 
would have marched past this Hall on their way to the front. 

 
 

From Ypres we will travel by Eurostar through the Chunnel to St. Pancras 

Station in London. On our first afternoon in London we will visit the 11th 
Century Tower of London and view the Crown Jewels. The next day we 

will visit Oxford and Windsor. At Oxford we will undertake a two hour 
tour of the town centre visiting buildings associated with the University 

and historic sites which are associated with English history and literature. 

We will see the spot where C. S. Lewis was inspired to create his book 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. We will also see the buildings 

where Tolkien worked as he wrote The Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
 

 

At Windsor we will do a tour of the State Apartments; not as lavish as those 
which we will have seen at Versailles but fascinating none the less. This is a 

great day on our itinerary where we come into close contact with history and 
culture of England. Many thousands of young Australians would have visited 

these places while on leave in England away from the terrors of the front line. 
 

 

 
 

 
  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLSC78iEuccCFecipgodsAQNBA&url=http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-menin-gate-memorial-ypres-image13600659&ei=bIDWVbScL-fFmAWwibQg&psig=AFQjCNE7yhwdpt2P9d-RX8hbT_c_VMxJsQ&ust=1440207327202116
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLT91_iEuccCFQMlpgodywIK3g&url=http://www.firstworldwar.com/today/meningate.htm&ei=0YDWVfTQA4PKmAXLhajwDQ&psig=AFQjCNE7yhwdpt2P9d-RX8hbT_c_VMxJsQ&ust=1440207327202116
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Oxford_-_Balliol_College_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1329613.jpg
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Head of Sport 
Mr. Matt Harkin 
 
The College continues to have students representing 

school extremely well both in and out of school time. 

It’s pleasing to see a number of students involved in 
local football/netball finals and wish all students well in 

their games. 
 

Year 7 & 8 Greater Western Netball 

The girls travelled to Ballarat and competed very well 
against some very talented opposition.  Both our year 

seven and eight teams finished in 4th place in there 
sections which was a terrific effort. Well done to Berni 

Sinnott, Em Stephens and Bethany O’Sulllivan for taking 
charge of the day. 

 

 
 

Road Racing Cycling Event Bendigo 
Meg Pickles, Denzel and Harrison Wickenton competed 

in Bendigo recently in a road racing event. The three 
did very well with Harrison finishing 2nd and Denzel 

finishing 5th in their relevant section. Unfortunately Meg 

had to withdraw right near the end due to being ill. All 
students have qualified for the state event in Ballarat 

later in the year. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Instrumental Concert 
Mrs. Janet Backhous – Music Coordinator 

 
Our Instrumental Concert is only two weeks 
away and it is always a fabulous evening. 
 
Our Students and their teachers will again 
surprise and delight us with their 
inspirational and uplifting performances. 
Everyone has been working hard all year 
and we are looking forward to sharing our 
music with you. 
 
We hope you can make it. 
 
Please note the date in your dairies and 
join us for a great night of music. 
 
Date: Wednesday 26th August 
Time: 7pm till 9.30pm 
 
Place: Multipurpose Room 
  McAuley Campus 
 
Supper: Please bring a plate of food to 
share 
  Drinks Provided 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Careers Information 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
UPCOMING CAREER EVENTS 

 

Defying the Drift – Build a great future 
'Defying the Drift' is a two-part program designed to 

give students between the ages of 15 & 17, the 
opportunity to experience firsthand the diverse range of 

careers that are related to Agriculture. 

Stage 1: Residential weekend at the tertiary 
agricultural institute, Marcus Oldham College. 

 
Stage 2: Presentation to the local Rotary Club. 

Please see Mrs. Phillips if you are interested. 
 

SWTAFE Open Days 

Portland - September 8th 
Warrnambool - September 9th 

Hamilton - September 10th 
 

SWTAFE Tourism & Events Courses Information 

Sessions 
Warrnambool Campus B Building Timor St – 26th August 

at 2pm & 6pm 
 

RIST 2015 Information Session 
The RIST Centre, 915 Mt Napier Road, Hamilton – 

Monday 7th September 4pm to 6pm, or 7pm to 9pm. 

 
Deakin University Health Courses Information 

Sessions 
Geelong Waterfront Campus 

Wed 16 September – LT D2.193 (4.30pm – 6pm). 

 
Burwood Campus 

Thurs 17 September – Richard Searby Room, Burwood 
Corporate Centre, Building BC (4.30pm – 6pm). 

 
This event will feature the School's organisation 

partners, graduates of our courses, current students, 

academic staff and student advisors. Visitors will have 
access to answers about jobs in the sector, course 

content and outcomes, the student experience and 
much more. 

Those interested can find information and links to 

register here: 
deakin.edu.au/health-social-development/short-

courses/short-course-details/school-
events/prospective-student-events 

 

Are You Interested in Working With Animals? 
If you are keen to find out what it takes to work in a 

zoo, caring for the amazing array of different animals, 
then come to our Zoos next school holidays. Come and 

discover what your working day really involves! 
 

Keeper for a Day 

Werribee Open Range Zoo:  Dates: September 22nd, 
24th, 28th, 30th. 

Healesville Sanctuary:  Dates: September 22nd, 23rd, 
29th, 30th. 

Vet for a Day 
Healesville Sanctuary:  Dates: September 23rd, 24th, 

30th October 1st.   More Info: Bookings: 1300 966 784 
http://www.zoo.org.au/education/careers-programs 

 

Work Experience at Zoos Victoria 
Online applications for the 2016 Secondary School Work 

Experience placements will be open from Monday 24 
August 2015 until close of business Friday 18 

September 2015. 
Only applications submitted between these dates will be 

accepted. 

For more information about the application process: 
http://www.zoo.org.au/about-us/careers-and-

culture/work-experience/secondary 
 

 
All Dates are in August 2015 

 

Deakin University: 1300 334 733 
www.deakin.edu.au/openday 

Aug 23: Melbourne 
 

La Trobe University: 1800 135 045 

http://bit.ly/1BGrG35 
Aug 28: Albury-Wodonga 

 
Australian Catholic University: 1300 275 228 

www.acu.edu.au/99146 
Aug 30: Ballarat 

 

Federation University: 1300 225 527 
http://bit.ly/1GhNaja 

Aug 30: Mt Helen, SMB, Camp Street and Gippsland 
 

Victoria University: 1300 842 846 

www.vu.edu.au/openday 
Aug 23: Footscray 

 
Kangan Institute: 138233 

www.kangan.edu.au 

Aug 22: Moonee Ponds 
Aug 29: Docklands 

Aug 29: Richmond 
 

Box Hill Institute: 1300 269 445 
www.bhtafe.edu.au/ 

Aug 23: Box Hill 

 
Chisholm Institute: 1300 244 746 

www.chisholm.edu.au/ 
Aug 22: Dandenong 

 

JMC Academy: 1300 410 311 
www.jmcacademy.edu.au/ 

Aug 22: Melbourne 
 

SAE Creative Media Institute: 03 8632 3400 
www.sae.edu.au 

Aug 24: Melbourne 

 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/health-social-development/short-courses/short-course-details/school-events/prospective-student-events
http://www.deakin.edu.au/health-social-development/short-courses/short-course-details/school-events/prospective-student-events
http://www.deakin.edu.au/health-social-development/short-courses/short-course-details/school-events/prospective-student-events
http://www.zoo.org.au/education/careers-programs
http://www.zoo.org.au/about-us/careers-and-culture/work-experience/secondary
http://www.zoo.org.au/about-us/careers-and-culture/work-experience/secondary
http://www.deakin.edu.au/openday
http://bit.ly/1BGrG35
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VCAL Barn Dance Report 
 

On behalf of the Mercy Regional College, Year 11 VCAL students, we would like to thank everyone who came to our 
Community Barn Dance on Friday night. A great crowd of 350 people danced the night away. 

 

We would like to say a special thank you to all the businesses and the many people who helped us get the night up 
and running: 

- Michael McKenzie - St. Patrick’s Primary School, whom without his support and passion for community 
events, the night would not have been possible. 

- Mick Saunders for his brilliant calling. 

- Tuniversal whose music was amazing! 
- Peter Daffy for meeting with us at the beginning of planning this event and spent hours setting up 

and packing equipment away. 
- Tom Collins for stepping in at such late notice. 

- Chris Barks DJ. 
- Caleb Scanlon and Sam Bailey – Sound and Lighting. 

- A1 Air Control. 

- Cobden Country Gifts & Sweets. 
- Jokers Fancy Dress. 

- Woolworths. 
- St Vincent De Paul. 

- Laffs for assisting with ticket sales especially Lucy for helping the class with the ticketing process and 

an amazing front window. 
- Brian Smith for helping with moving the hay bales, Dion Podger for providing the hay bales. 

- Laurie Voutier for letting us use some of his stock for props. 
- Sarah Pollard for helping us with set up. 

- Staff - Rose Henry, Nicola Fletcher, Jan Smith, Tania Bruckner and Danae Fraser for helping out. 
 

We especially thank our teacher Jo Williams, who inspired us to organise the “Barn Dance” and helping us out along 

the way. We had a Ball! 
 

Thankyou everyone. 
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NOTICES 

 



 18 

 


