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ISSUE 3-5                 18th September, 2015 
 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2015 

“Through the Mercy tradition we encourage our community to seek knowledge, to nurture curiosity and to love 
learning”. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Principal 
 

Our newsletter with a prayer focused on the plight of 
refugees and victims of war. I was reflecting this 

morning on a possible ray of hope arising out of the 

dreadful crisis in Europe over recent weeks; that is, 
that it has forced all Australians to realise again the 

desperate situation that most refugees find themselves 
in. Rather than refugees and asylum seekers being 

simply a debate dominated by national self- interest 
and fear, we have rediscovered compassion, 

hospitality and bipartisanship. We should never forget 

that each of our families came to this land as refugees 
and migrants, as people seeking a safer, brighter and 

more hope-filled future. 
 
Prayer for Refugees and Victims of War 

Lord God, 

No-one is a stranger to you   

and no-one is ever far from your loving care.   

In your kindness,  

watch over refugees and victims of war,   

those separated from their loved ones,   

young people who are lost,   

and those who have left home   

or who have run away from home.   

Bring them back safely to the place  

where they long to be  

and help us always to show your kindness  

to strangers and to all in need.   

Grant this through Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

 

Buildings Update 
Although from the outside in recent weeks, little 

appears to have changed with Stage 1 of our building 

works, significant progress has in fact been made.  We 
have received notification from our builders, Nicholson 

Constructions that they expect to complete works in 
the first couple of weeks of next term at which point 

the building will be formally handed over to Mercy 
Regional College. 

 

 
 

Most internal works – painting, flooring, joinery, tiles, 

and electricals - are nearing completion and the 

builders will spend the upcoming holidays focused on 
moving the canteen from its present site into new 

facilities adjacent to the College’s commercial kitchen. 
 

At this stage, we hope to have classes in the new 

rooms in November with an official opening in 
February 2016. 

 
Mercy Regional College MacBook Program 

With this week’s newsletter, all families should have 
received a copy of a paper outlining the details on the 

College’s MacBook program and, in particular, the 

specifications and purchase options for students 
entering Year 7 & 10 in 2016. There will be further 

information coming to you through next term as well 
as hard copies of this document. Please make contact 

with Mr. Chris Grant or Mr. Daniel Beard at the College 

if you have specific questions on next year’s rollout. 
 

Car Raffle 
Mercy Regional College’s major fundraiser, the Car 

Raffle is well underway. I encourage all members of 

the immediate and broader Mercy community to return 
you sold raffle books as soon as possible in Term 4.  

Your children are the direct beneficiaries of the 
facilities and programs that are made possible by the 

$40,000-50,000 raised each year by the car raffle and, 
as such, will be those affected if raffle sales are not 

supported. 

 
This support extends beyond simply buying/selling a 

book of raffle tickets, it is reflected in the need for 
most families to assist by selling tickets at the 

designated car raffle sites in your local towns. 

 
Any parent or member of the Mercy community who 

has questions on the car raffle is asked to make 
contact with us at the College office. 
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Planes, Trains and Automobiles 
As I write, around 40 Mercy students and staff are 

currently in France as part of Mercy Regional College’s 
third biennial Battlefields tour. Once again, the group 

is in the more than capable hands of Mr. Lachie Lee 

and we wish them all the very best as they complete 
this fantastic experience over the next week. 

 
Preparations also continue for those students and staff 

involved in next term’s inaugural Kimberley trip and 
next year’s Cambodia Immersion trip. Both of these 

have held or will shortly hold information evenings for 

students and parents and the preparation going into 
each endeavor is impressive. 

 
Lake-to-Lake Fun Run 

Advance warning and a warm invitation to all members 

of the Mercy community to join us at next month’s 
Lake-to-Lake Fun Run. The fun run is a major initiative 

of the Year 12 student leaders and all funds raised will 
be donated to a local health service. The fun run will 

be held on Sunday 11th October from at the 
Camperdown Golf Club with registrations from 1.00 – 

1.45pm. There will be 4 km and 8km run and walk 

events with a range of age category prizes to win.  In 
addition to the physical events, there will be a range of 

other activities as well and food and drink stalls. 
 

 
 
Canteen 

Parents please note that there will be no Canteen on 
Monday 5th October when student’s return for the first 

day of Term 4. 

 
 

 
 

 

Important Dates 
A reminder about some important dates regarding the 

end of the 2015 school year and the start of 2016: 
 

Monday 5th October 

 Start of Term 4 (all students & staff) 

 

Wednesday 21st October 

 Final day Year 12 

(Mercy’s Got Talent & Year 12 assembly) 

 

Wednesday 7 October 

 Year 9 Melbourne Camp 

 

Thursday 8 October 

 Year 9 Melbourne Camp 

 

Friday 9 October 

 Year 9 Melbourne Camp 

 Greater Western Athletics 

 

Monday 16th November 

 Start of Year 12 2016 Transition 

 

Friday 27th November 

 Year 11 students conclude 

 

Tuesday 1st December 

 2016 Year 7 Transition Day – no classes for 

current Year 7 students 

 

Thursday 3rd December 

 Mass of Thanksgiving and Awards (St Thomas’ 

Church, 7pm). 

 

Friday 4th December 

 Years 7 – 10 students conclude 

 

Thursday 10th December 

 Teaching staff conclude 

 

Tuesday 15th December 

 College office closes 

 

 

2016 School Year 

Week beginning: Monday 18th January 2016 

 College office opens (limited hours) 

 

Wednesday 27th January 

 All staff return 

 

Monday 1st February 

 Years 7 – 12 students return 
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Student Achievements 
 Congratulations to Josh Newcombe (9B) who 

received a special award on Monday night in 

Melbourne as part of the Australian Government’s 
“Growing Tall Poppies” program. The program invites 

students, teachers and scientist to work together – 

to increase the number of students studying science 
and particularly physics to Year 12. 

 
 Congratulations also to Luella Foster (11C) who last 

weekend in Bendigo won the senior girls clay 

shooting. Well done, Luella! 
 

 Yesterday, our Year 9 students had a most enjoyable 

day in Warrnambool for their HPE Active Learning 

day.  The Year 9’s also travelled to Terang during the 
week to visit the local RSL. 

 
 Also, yesterday, our Year 8 students participated in a 

range of activities for Medieval Day that provided 

context to their recent Humanities studies. 

 
Hoping that all students, staff and families have a 

restful and rejuvenating school holidays. 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 

 

 
 

Director of RE 
Mrs. Jo-Anne Saunders 
 

Year 11 Street Retreat another successful year 
After 10 student groups and many nights in the cold 

meeting and bringing the gift of conversation to others 
our Year 11s have completed their retreat for the year 

in the form of participating in the St Vincent De Paul 
Soup Van out of North Melbourne which services the 

city and Fitzroy areas. 

 
This is a chance to thank the staff who have attended 

the program and given of their time to be away 
overnight for this opportunity to widen the world view 

of the students. Each time the students are amazed to 

find that the face of homelessness and stereotypical 
ideas are challenged. 

 
The people who attend the soup van for some 

conversation, some food and maybe a warm cup of 
soup or coffee are often disconnected from society in a 

number of ways and for a variety of reasons. Many are 

couch surfing, some are homeless and ‘sleeping rough’ 

then others maybe sharing a crowded boarding house 
room or perhaps living in their car. 

 
Some are young, some older, but most look just like 

any other person walking along a crowded street.  

Therefore, we are made acutely aware that lives may 
change in an instant and people who were once 

comfortable or managing their lives within a home and 
family situation, can no longer manage. People may 

need the soup van for a short while or an extended 
time to fill the gap of ‘family’ and ‘reliability’. This 

program continues due to the support of the Regional 

St Vincent De Paul Conferences and we are ever 
grateful for their interest in the program here at 

Mercy. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank the many families who 

have supported the Year 11s in their endeavour to 
reach out to others by knitting scarves and beanies. 

This includes community groups from Camperdown, 
Cobden and Mortlake as well as the residents of 

Sunnyside House. 
 

To top off a great year of Street Retreats, we have a 

PARENT STREET RETREAT on Monday September 21st. 
Eight of our school parents have volunteered to be 

part of this first experience and we are looking forward 
to a great opportunity to support the Soup Vans at a 

time when they have fewer helpers due to the school 

holidays. 
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BRICK’s Leadership Program 
Mr. Ben Brisbane 
 
Year 9’s students have had the opportunity to get 

involved in the leadership phase of the BRICK’s 

(Building Resilience in Corangamite Kids) Program 
hosted by the Corangamite Shire. This group has been 

involved in 2 days in the last month to assist them to 
develop an activity that will create change in kids 

within their community. 

 
The first day was presented by the Butterfly 

Foundation and had a real focus on body image and 
communication surrounding this topic. It was an 

interactive day and all the Mercy BRICK’s leaders had 
the chance to liaise with students of the same age 

from all the other schools in the district. 

 
Day two provided opportunity to begin planning their 

activity and decide how to address the area chosen. 
The Mercy BRICK’s leaders have decided to embark on 

a program that will address the transition from primary 

school to secondary school at St Patrick’s Primary 
School and assist with anxiety and stress surrounding 

this stage of life. They are hoping to use mindfulness 
techniques to engage the grade 6 students resourcing 

material from Headspace, SWYS and the Shire. 
 

This is very early is its organisation and we will keep 

you informed as it progresses. 
 

I encourage next year’s Year 9’s to get involved in 
making a change at school or wider community. 

Mental health and resilience in adolescents is an area 

needing support and to have that support of their 
peers is a great start. Well done to our new BRICK’s 

leaders for making a difference. 
 

 
 

 

Literary Day at Noorat 
Mr. Luke Bourchier 
 
Year 7 & 8 students were very fortunate to welcome 

the authors from their respective texts being studied 

this term. At Year 7, Carole Wilkinson, author of 
‘Dragonkeeper’, and at Year 8, Archie Fusillo, author of 

‘The Dons’. Students spent the majority of the day 
working with these wonderful authors. 

 

Both of the authors shared valuable lessons about the 
writing process, researching, drafting and the 

enormous amount of work that goes into becoming 
published. After recess, Carole worked with Year 7 

students in a workshop built around developing a 
setting and a main character for your story. 

 

Students in Year 8 were fortunate to partake in a 
writing workshop with Archie Fusillo, whose humour 

and quick wit saw him favoured among many 
students. His workshop helped the students to learn 

skills that can benefit them across a variety of subjects 

in providing focus with their writing. 
 

The staff at Mercy Regional College would like to 
extend our thanks to Carole and Archie for making the 

time to travel out from Melbourne (on a rainy evening) 
to share their wisdom, expertise and overwhelming 

passion for their craft. 
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Sports Reports 
 

Basketball Tournament 
On Thursday 10th September, a selected group of Year 

7 and 8 girls went to the Camperdown basketball 

tournament. For two days students tried out for the 
basketball team, there were a lot to choose from. Each 

team played three games and both the girl’s teams 
won all their games. We played against Timboon, 

Camperdown College, Cobden and Terang College. 

The day was great, we all had fun and enjoyed our 
time. Our coaches were Bethany O'Sullivan and Mr. 

Castles, they were great and we would like to thank 
them for the day. 

 
On 9th November the teams are travelling to Ballarat to 

compete in the Greater Western Championship. We 

are all looking forward to this date. 
 

 
 
Last Thursday four teams went to the basketball 

competition. The boys played in Terang and the girls 

played in Camperdown. The Year 8 boys ran into a 
tough Terang team that left them placed 3rd. The Year 

7 boys won three out of their four games and tied in a 
nail biter against Camperdown College but they came 

first by percentage and are moving onto the next 
round. The day was well organised and was loads fun. 

 

 
 
 

Running Club 
Our Running Club students were photographed with 

David Alley, who is currently running around Australia 
raising money for the ‘White Cloud’ foundation. He 

runs 80km a day and has been running for 149 days in 

a row. 
 

 
 

Wisechamps 
At the Warrnambool Inter-school Equestrian Marni 

Kerr 7A was 1st overall in Grade 5 Combined Training. 
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Mrs. Tania Bruckner 
 
This week I had the pleasure of attending an award ceremony for the ‘Growing Tall Poppies’ 
program – an initiative aimed at increasing the number of secondary students studying science 
at VCE level. Josh Newcombe, Year 9, was one of 8 recipients state-wide. He was selected on the 
basis of an application made by Leesa Henriksen and Darren Egberts, and on his ideas for 
science education in our school.  Josh plans to get Year 9s engaged with science and maths 
through fun activities conducted in Domain days. He hopes this will eventually result in more 
students selecting VCE Science and Maths subjects. 
 

As part of his award Josh will be partnered with a scientist or mathematician mentor, and will 
also have the opportunity to join the expanding Growing Tall Poppies Program alumni network 
for workshops and events. 
 

One of the guest speakers was Lauren Ayton who spoke on ‘Blindness, Books, Brains and Bionic 
Eyes – My Scientific Journey’. She studied optometry at university, but has worked in eye 
research for a long time, being part of the team who is developing the bionic eye. Her story was 
amazing, and very inspirational for Josh. 
 
Congratulations Josh, we are very proud of your efforts. 
 
Follow these links for further details on the project, and a clip with Josh as one of this year’s 
winners. 
 

http://www.growingtallpoppies.com/jtp/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0INpylhYbT0 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Josh with his very proud family.     Josh with the other award winners. 

Josh is presented with 

his award by Eroia Barone-Nugent, 

a co-founder of the Growing Tall Poppies initiative. 
 
 

http://www.growingtallpoppies.com/jtp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0INpylhYbT0
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Year 9 History Excursion 
Mrs. Tania Bruckner – Year 9 History Teacher 

 

This week all Year 9 students travelled to the Terang RLS as an introduction to their next History Depth 

Study on World War 1. 

 

Terang RSL President and Historian, Steve Bloxham, showed students the RSL’s ever-expanding collection of 

memorabilia and discussed some of the themes of World War 1, including causes of the War, Australia’s 

involvement in the War (particularly locals), Gallipoli and the Western Front, life on the home front and life 

after the War.  Steve has a special interest in the forensic history of the Western Front in France and 

Belgium, and told a number of stories that he has helped uncover over the years.  Primary and secondary 

source material is integral in the study of history. The students were able to view many useful sources at the 

RSL which will help them with their studies. We thank Steve for generously giving his time on four separate 

occasions during the week to speak with all five classes.   

 

Next term students will investigate a WW1 soldier or nurse. Please discuss this at home with your son or 

daughter and other family members. It would be great if students are able to begin some research during 

the September holidays. We can assist students with research also and will discuss some useful resources in 

class next term. 

 

A visit to the Shrine of Remembrance is on our itinerary for the Year 9 Camp early next term, which will be 

another wonderful enrichment experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9D, with Steve Bloxham, at the Terang RSL this week. Luke Justin tries on a Lighthorse uniform. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alexandra Smith, Casey White, Eliza Johnstone 

and Abbey Tobias-Richardson enjoy looking at   Tate Tregea-Copeland thanks Steve Bloxham. 

some of the artefacts at the Terang RSL. 
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REMINDER TO PARENTS 
 

School Fee Accounts 
 

Parents are reminded that school fee accounts are due to be paid: 

TODAY 
Friday, 18th September, 2015 

 
Payment of outstanding amounts (excluding those that are on a 
payment plan) may be made by one of the following options: 

 
 Cash / Cheque / Credit Card in person at the McAuley 

Campus office. 
 

 Cheque / Credit Card notification by mail. 
 
 Direct Credit into NAB account in person at a branch or via 

Internet Banking. 
 

Mercy Regional College bank account details are as follows: 
 

National Australia Bank 
BSB number:  083-526 

Account number: 5288 99931 
 

Thank you to all parents who have met this deadline already 
and to those who will after completing their payment plans. 

 

Mrs. Lynn Wadley 
Business Manager 

5593 2011 
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Library News 
Maureen O’Loughlan, Library Manager 
 
The Premiers’ Reading Challenge has been completed for 2015. I am delighted to announce that all students were 

successful in completing this challenge. Each participant read at least 15 books in just under six months – and 

some students read many more – as a grand total of 793 books was amassed. This is a fantastic achievement! 
Congratulations to all students and thank you to the people who have encouraged them along the way. These 

students have also contributed valuable house points towards the House Challenge that is operating this year. An 
Enrichment Day to celebrate will be held next term. 

 

Year 7 
Liam Russell 

Marni Kerr 
Patrick Ryan 

Sam Darcy 

William Elliot 
Imogen Faull 

Jasmine Moore 
Monique McKay 

Abigail Lucas 

Archie McBean 
Isabel Rowan 

Jessica Wade 

Jordan Gray 
Oliver Wright 

Ruby Poustie 
Tess Lourey 

 

Year 8 
Emma Bath 

Tully Watt 
Sarah Marquand 

Jessica James 

Rebecca Uebergang 
Rysher Swan 

 

Year 9 
Skylar Carpenter 

Faith Thornton 
Joshua Newcombe 

Luke Lenehan 

Samantha McKay 
Samuel Bond 

 
Year 10 

Sherry Xu 

Shai Karney 
 

 

 

 

Careers Information 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Year 12 Scholarship Opportunity 

Applications for the 2016 C.A.S. Hawker Scholarships open on Monday 7th December 2015 and close on Friday 8th 

January 2016. These scholarships perpetuate the memory of the scholar, soldier, pastoralist and statesman, 
Charles Allan Seymour Hawker. They are available to all undergraduate students in Australia and are awarded to 

students based on personal qualities, demonstrated leadership and academic ability. For more information go to 
www.hawkerscholaship.org 

 

Term Three Careers Focus 
Term 3 has been a busy one in the careers department at McAuley Campus, as Year 10 students made decisions 

about their VCE program for the next two years and Year 11 students fine-tuned their subject selections to 
complete their VCE program. All students were interviewed to assist them to choose subjects based on the 

following criteria: their enjoyment of the course content, keeping their post-school options open and meeting 
prerequisites for tertiary studies. The students approached these interviews in a positive manner, welcoming the 

opportunity to discuss their choices and, in some cases, ask for help to make their final selections. The next stage 

of this process is for students to reselect their studies based on the 2016 blockings that have been released. 
 

On Wednesday 29th August, all Year 9 students attended an information session explaining Vocational Education & 
Training and School Based Apprenticeship Training. For the next three years, the students will have the 

opportunity to include one of these options as part of their elective program in Year 10 and as part of their 

VCE/VCAL program in the following two years. The students and some parents had presentations from MRC, 
SWTAFE, RIST, Miss Kit and Westvic Staffing Solutions. Following this information session a number of students 

have decided to pursue VET courses with outside providers, others are investigating the possibility of SBATs, some 
will do a VET subject offered at MRC, whilst the majority will undertake a VCE Unit 1&2 study. 

 

Term Three is also a very busy term for Year 12 students, as they make decisions regarding their post-school 
options and continuing career pathway. Those students who wish to undertake further studies at a tertiary level 

have either submitted a VTAC application, or will apply directly to a TAFE institution, or private provider. Students 
interested in apprenticeships and traineeships are polishing their resumes and contacting perspective employees. 

All Year 12 students were interviewed to assist them negotiate this process and they are all doing an excellent job 
of getting organised for 2016, whilst concentrating on their current studies. 

 

Well done to all the students for taking such a positive approach, regardless of where they are on their career 
journey. 

http://www.hawkerscholaship.org/
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2015 Car Raffle Roster 
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NOTICES 
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