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ISSUE 3-3         Friday, 19th August, 2016 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2016 
“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

An important and very concerning news story that did reach us as we were travelling up north last term was the 
substantial decrease paid to dairy farmers as a result of decisions by the large dairy companies – Murray Goulburn 

and Fonterra.  This decision has been a major issue in our community and, no doubt, in some families.  The first 

section of this newsletter focuses on this issue, initially through prayer: 
 

Prayer of Farmers 
Heavenly Father, King of the Universe, you are the sole source of abundance.  
With your help I plant my crops and by your power they give forth a harvest. 
 
Grant me the grace always to work with all my strength and ingenuity in cultivating the soil  
so that it will bring forth fruits for my benefits and the benefit of all who will use them.  
 
Make me ever cognizant that without my part in the work of harnessing the goods of the earth, these particular 
goods would be lacking to my brothers and sisters in this world. 
 
Enable me at the same time to realize that without your part in this process I would be working in vain. Accept 
my thanks for your continuous help in the past and your never failing assistance in the future.  
 
Amen 
 

I, like many in our community, watched last Monday’s Four Corners program on the crisis in the Dairy Industry 
and encourage any who have missed it to consider watching it through the ABC’s iView at 

http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/four-corners/NC1604H029S00. 
 

Extension of Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds as Dairy Assistance 

This week we have received details from the CECV on an additional funding package available to primary or 
secondary students.  The package is available where one or both parents: 

 Own an operating dairy farm 

 Are share farmers on a property operating as dairy farm 

 Hold a lease for an operating dairy farm 

 Work as an employee on an operating dairy farm and this is their main source of employment.  

 
Families who satisfy the criteria are able to access a one-off payment of $375 per student that is paid directly to 

schools. 
 

Parents wishing to apply for the dairy assistance funding need to complete an application form that is currently 

available on the Victorian Department of Education and Training’s website 
(http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx) and drop it into school by Friday 18th 

November.  We hope to also have copies of the package, criteria and application form on the Mercy Regional 
College website in the next few days. 

 

 

http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/four-corners/NC1604H029S00
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx
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School Fee Assistance 
A reminder to all families that there are a range of mechanisms by which we can assist families who may be 

struggling with the payment of school fees.  These include payment plans, fee discounts or the waiving of school 
fees.  It is fundamentally important if this is an issue that families make content with the College Business Manager, 

Mrs. Lynn Wadley, or myself on 5593 2011. 

 
Managing Stress on the Farm 

Earlier this week, I was contacted by the Corangamite Shire’s Youth Coordinator who wanted to advertise the 
document, Managing Stress on the Farm as a useful self-help booklet for those on the land.  Produced by the 

National Centre for Farmer Health it can be found online at http://www.farmerhealth.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2014/10/Web-File-No-Trims-SMALL.pdf. 

 

Staffing News 
The last week has seen two significant staffing announcements for 2017: 

 Mrs. Leesa Henriksen will be leaving at the end of this school year as her husband Paul has been 

appointed as a Skills Development Coach at the Brisbane Lions Football Club for three years.  It is a great 
opportunity for him and for their family. 

 Mr. Jarrod Carter has been appointed Director of Digital Learning at Kildare College in Adelaide.  This is a 

senior role in a large Adelaide Catholic girls school and reflects the talent and expertise that Jarrod has in 

this important and growing field of education. 
 

Mercy Regional College Car Raffle 
This week, all Mercy Regional College families should have received raffle books as part of this year’ s Car Raffle.  

I encourage all parents, families and friends of Mercy to do their best at selling all tickets in their booklets as all 
monies collected after prize allocation directly benefits the students. 

 

Student Activities 
The following students and staff activities are of note: 

 Congratulations to all Year 10 students who participated well during last week’s Year 10 Retreat at 

Anglesea.  This is particularly pleasing given the unique nature of this retreat and its focus on gender and 
the responsibilities of young adulthood. 

 This week, a number of activities have been held to celebrate Science Week across both campuses.  

Thanks to Ms. Jacqui Hester and the rest of the science staff for their work and we look forward to seeing 

accounts in the next newsletter. 
 As I write, the nation has been commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan and the 

Vietnam War as a whole.  As part of these commemorations, a group of Mercy students and staff travelled 

to Melbourne for the service at the Shrine.  Related to this, congratulations to Ella Kissick (12D) who has 
been awarded the Remember Vietnam prize for her essay on the topic by the Terang RSL. See Ella’s essay 

on pages 12 and 13 of this newsletter. 
 

 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 

  

http://www.farmerhealth.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Web-File-No-Trims-SMALL.pdf
http://www.farmerhealth.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Web-File-No-Trims-SMALL.pdf
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Car Raffle Notice 
Car raffle tickets along with the roster for selling tickets have been distributed this week to students (the youngest 

in each family). 
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Wintery Christmas Giving Day 
Mrs. Jo-Anne Saunders 
 
On Friday 5th August, all our Year 12 MRC students got together to share in an inaugural Wintery Christmas Giving 

Day at Mercy Regional College. The students shared a roast lunch in the McAuley Campus multi-purpose room which 

had been cooked by staff and other students. Local representatives from St Vincent De Paul Society – Mr Bill Bourke 
(President of the St Vincent De Paul Regional Conference), Ms. Jill French (Corangamite Assistance arm of St Vincent 

De Paul), and Mrs. Maureen Larkin (Manager of the Camperdown St Vincent Shop) were welcomed and presented 
with an array of Christmas gifts suitable for many ages and genders. 

 

Students got into the festive spirit by putting up a Christmas tree, sharing a meal, cracking their bonbons, and 
wearing Christmas jumpers, reindeer ears, and Santa hats. Each year in December, students of Mercy Regional 

College collect gifts for St Vincent De Paul Society members to distribute to families doing it tough. The Year 12 
students felt that as they finish school earlier – they were missing out on the opportunity to give back to the local 

community in a meaningful way as they had done from Years 7 through 11. After reflecting on this issue at their 
Retreat in February – the scene was set to plan for a lovely day, full of Christmas cheer and generosity all round. 
 

 
 
 

Australian History Competition 
Leesa Henriksen - Enhanced Learning 
 

The Australian History Competition is prepared by the History Teachers’ Association of Australia. While a primary 
goal has been to provide an interesting and challenging competition for students, it is also an opportunity to support 

teachers in the implementation of the new Australian Curriculum: History. The questions focused on key elements 
of the Australian Curriculum: History – sound historical knowledge, historical skills and historical understandings. Our 

students did extremely well, in what is considered to be a very challenging competition. Six students in Year 8 
completed the Competition and Thirteen in Year 10. Results are as follows: 

 

NAME Year RESULT 
Tate Tregea Copeland 
 

Jack Bell 
Eliza Johnstone 
Demby McKenzie 
Ruby Poustie 
Patrick Ryan 
Faith Thornton 
Oliver Wright 
 
Laura Bentley 
Isabella Giblin 
Abbey Vines 
Charlie Scanlon 
 
Laura Hickey 
Edward Lee 

Luke Lenehan 
Joshua Newcombe 
Amy Vogels 
 
Caitlin Gass 
Luke Justin 

10 
 

10 
10 
10 
8 
8 
10 
8 
 
8 
10 
10 
8 
 

10 
10 

10 
10 
8 
 

10 
10 

High Distinction 
 

Distinction 
Distinction 
Distinction 
Distinction 
Distinction 
Distinction 
Distinction 

 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 

 
Merit 
Merit 

Merit 
Merit 
Merit 

 
Participation 
Participation 
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WeLLbeInG @ Mercy 
Mrs. Emily Stephens 

Mercy Kitchen 
Over the last few weeks at the O’Keeffe campus we have been fortunate enough to have some fabulous parent helpers 

come in and cook up some delicious lunches for our students. A huge BIG thank-you to the following parents who 

gave up their time to source donations, come and cook and be a part of our new initiative ‘Mercy kitchen’. 

 
Our delicious pumpkin and noodle soup cookers: 

Lou Harry 

Tracey Baker 

Faye Kenna 

Gael Everett 
 

Our fabulous Pizza cooking parents  
Krisitie Coverdale 

Tanya Davis 

Lauren Rippon 

Jenni Wason 

Tim Marwood 
 

A huge big thank-you to Tim and Caroline Marwood who generously donated 

delicious Timboon Ice-cream and cones for the students (and staff) to enjoy after 

lunch. To Warrnambool Cheese and Butter who generously donated some 

flavoured milk for students to eat with their freshly made pizzas! 

One more thank-you to Kristie Coverdale. 

 
MINDFULNESS COLOURING 

At lunch students at McAuley are making the most of lunchtimes by 

calming their mind and helping themselves become more mindful with 

some mindfulness 

colouring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GRATITUDE TREE: 

Year 8 students Tess Lourey, Ruby Poustie and Grace Moloney are working hard at promoting their body image 

ambassadors project. The girls have designed a hashtag to be released in the coming weeks to help promote positive 

body image. They have also designed a LARGE gratitude tree to be placed at the O’Keeffe campus for students to 

add a ‘leaf of gratitude’ to the branches for what they are grateful for. We are looking forward to further developments 

on this. Well done girls. 

 

Healthy Together Achievement Program 

The newly created Health and Wellbeing team are working hard with South West Health Care & in particular Health 

Promotion officer Nikita Wheaton to put together an action plan together to help maintain and improve the health 

and wellbeing of students/staff and community at Mercy. Our main focus for the next two years will be Mental Health 

& Wellbeing and Healthy Eating & Oral Health. There will be more information in up-coming newsletters. If you as 

a parent would like to be involved, please contact Emily Stephens. 

 
McAuley Cup Football 

Both girls and boys have been busy spending lunchtimes training in their squads to prepare for the inaugural McAuley 

Cup to be held in week 10 against Damascus College in Ballarat. We have had some lovely sunshine of late, making 

a great opportunity for James Castles to run the girls and boys through their paces. We look forward to watching their 

skills develop. We encourage parents to come along the day to watch their son/daughter play. 
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Careers News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 

UPCOMING CAREERS EVENTS 
 

Defying the Drift – Build a great future 

'Defying the Drift' is a two-part program designed to give students between the ages of 15 & 17, the opportunity 

to experience first-hand the diverse range of careers that are related to Agriculture. 
Stage 1 - Residential weekend at the tertiary agricultural institute, Marcus Oldham College 

Stage 2 - Presentation to the local Rotary Club 
Please read the flyer below for more details and email Mrs. Phillips if you are interested 
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Using the VTAC System (Parents) - 14th September 

This is an opportunity for parents to be involved in a Webinar that will explain how to use the VTAC System. This is 
a free online event. If you are interested follow the link to go to the calendar to book an event: 

http://www.ceav.vic.edu.au/events/all-events-calendar/ 
 

Career News 
The latest Career News and Open Day Information is available through link on the Careers Section of the MRC 

Website Homepage.  

http://vic.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=32ad5372146db167a752766a0&id=bac955e9cd&e=1d4dadfd6b
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BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 
FRANCE AND BELGIUM 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
The College is looking for expressions of interest from students to participate in a trip to France, 
Belgium and England in September next year, 2017. 
 
I offer the opportunity to all students from Years 9-12, who will be enrolled at Mercy Regional 
College in 2017. The trip is strictly optional and will take place in the last week of Term 3 and the 
first week of the September / October 2017 school holidays. I anticipate the trip will be for 
approximately 15 days. 
 
The trip will focus on the experience of the Australians on the Western Front in the First World 
War. The group will visit Paris, the Somme region where Australians fought in the great and 
terrible battles of 1916 and in the campaigns of 1918. We will then travel to the Flanders region 
and the Ypres battlefields of Belgium, stopping on the way to visit the village of Fromelles where 
Australia’s tragic first major battle in France was fought in July 1916. From Belgium we will travel 
to London where we will visit some of the sites of that great city as well as other places of interest 
in England’s south. 
 
Those who wish to book a place on the tour will be required to pay a deposit of $500.00. Further 
instalments may be made throughout next year with final numbers to be confirmed by June 2017. 
In organising the tour, Mercy Regional College works in conjunction with Hello World Travel 
Agency, Camperdown. 
 
If you require any further information you can speak to Mr. Lachie Lee at the McAuley Campus. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
Principal 
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MERCY REGIONAL COLLEGE 

France and Belgium Battlefields Tour 2017 
 
These photos are from previous Mercy Regional College France and Belgium Battlefields Tours. 
 

 

The Mercy Regional 
College France and 

Belgium Battlefields Tour 
2017 is a great 

opportunity for our 

students. If you have any 
questions, please contact 

me at Mercy Regional 
College on 5593 2011. 

 

Lachie Lee 
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Monday 22 August 
Middle School Oratory Competition 

 
Wednesday 24 August 

Instrumental Concert in MPA McAuley Campus 7:00pm – 9:30pm 
 

Thursday 25 August 

Year 7 Immunisations 
 

Friday 26 August 
Frayne Voice Choir 

 

Monday 29 August 
Country Kids Transition Day (for Year 6 State School Students) @ Noorat 

 
Tuesday 30 August 

HCSN Transition Day (for Year 6 Catholic School Students) @ Noorat 
 

Thursday 1 September 

HSSSA Junior Basketball Boys & Girls 
 

Friday 2 September 
State Netball - Melbourne 

Archie Fusillo Author – Visit with Year 8s 

 
Tuesday 6 September 

Year 12 Bake Sale – Lake2Lake Fundraiser 
 

Wednesday 7 September 
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews (4:00-8:30pm) 

 

Thursday 8 September 
Grandparents Day – O’Keeffe Campus 

 
Friday 9 September 

Junior School Oratory Competition 1:30pm 

 
Monday 12 September 

Central Australia Trip Departs 
McAuley Cup Football 

 

Friday 16 September 
Term 3 Concludes 

 
Thursday 22 September 

Central Australia Trip Returns 
 

Monday 3 October 

Term 4 Commences 
 

Wednesday 5 October 
Year 9 Melbourne Camp (three-day camp commences) 

 

Friday 7 October 
GWR Athletics 

 
Sunday 9 October 

Lake2Lake Fun Run 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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