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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2016 

“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This week’s prayer is one that I have used several times recently; it brings to mind the innocence and lack of inhibition 

that many children and young people have.  These gifts are sometimes overlooked in today’s world where young 

people are often encouraged to connect with the world and its challenges at an early age.  There remains a powerful 
argument that we should not interrupt or shorten the beautiful creativity and curiosity of childhood. 

 
God of Light and Wisdom, 
thank you for giving me a mind that can know and a heart that can love. 
Help me to keep learning every day of my life – 
no matter what the subject may be. 
Let me be convinced that all knowledge leads to you 
and let me know how to find you and love you in all things. 
Encourage me when the studies are difficult 
and when I am tempted to give up. 
Enlighten me when my brain is slow 
and help me to grasp the truth held out to me. 
Grant me the grace to put my knowledge to use 
in building the kingdom of God on earth 
Amen. 
 

This year, I have been privileged to enjoy two extended periods of leave, both of which have been enriching.  In 
term 2, our family travelled around Australia, a time that will be remembered by each of us for many years to come 

and at the end of last term, I travelled “In the Footsteps of St Paul” through Greece, Cyprus and Malta.  Although I 
was initially reticent to leave my family for three weeks, the time away was very rewarding – the historical, social 

and theological contexts of these ancient lands are profound.  As well as bringing to life the extraordinary life of St 
Paul, my travels opened up the rich tradition of the Greek Orthodox Christian Church and the significant medieval 

influence of the Knights of St John of Malta. 
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Investiture of 2017 Student Leaders 
Today, the school came together to recognise and celebrate the investiture of our 2017 Student Leaders. During the 

investiture, each of our 2017 Year 12 leaders was presented with a badge and candle by their equivalent 2016 leader. 
The assembly also included the final speeches by our outgoing 2016 College Captains, Indi Kent and Austin Evans. 

 

Next year's student leadership team is different with a group of six leaders, the College Captains and the Social 
Justice Captains forming a new Student Executive. This Executive will meet with our Senior School Heads every 

fortnight. 
 

2017 Student Leadership 
 

College Captains 

Brad Lucas and Chloe Gibson 
 

Vice Captains 
Hugh McBean and Sarah van der Schans. 

 

Student Executive 
Taneisha Bentley, Tara Suri, Katie Hickey, Chelsea Lucas. 

 
Social Justice Captains 

Ailie Bateman, Chey Beaver. 
 

House Captains 

Frayne: Lachie Davis and Millie Parker 
Markey: Sarsha Anderson and Lora Schulz 

Ryan: Mitchell Wyss and Maggie Suhan 
Tindley: Stephanie Smart and Keira Blain 

 

      
Chloe Gibson, Brad Lucas, Sarah van der Schans and Hugh McBean 

 

Class of 2016 

Next Wednesday 19th October sees the completion of thirteen years of education for Mercy Regional College’s class 
of 2016. The day is always both exciting and emotional. As has been the case in recent years, it will include a mix 

of homeroom and Year 12 time as well as the annual Mercy’s Got Talent competition and the Year 12 Final Assembly. 
Parents, family members and friends are warmly invited to join us for the afternoon’s assembly that is always a 

highlight of the day.  It will begin at 1.30pm in the de Chantal Stadium. As part of this, O’Keeffe students will be 
bussed across to Camperdown at recess and will depart from McAuley Campus at the end of the day. 

 

Although the next few days are a very exciting time for our Year 12 students, it is also important for them to 
remember that their VCE exams are just around the corner and that any celebrations marking the end of formal 

schooling must be balanced by the need to effectively use the seven days of study available before the English exam. 
Year 12 students are also reminded that they need to maintain the excellent standards of behavior that have been 

demonstrated throughout this year and that any instances of disrespect to students, staff or school property will be 

regarded most seriously.  Participation in next month’s Year 12 Graduation is contingent on finishing Year 
12 in the manner expected of all Mercy Regional College students. 
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Buildings Update 
Progress has continued at a pleasing rate on our Stage 2 buildings with our builders, Fairbrother Constructions, 

indicating that they expect to complete work by the end of this month (around 4 weeks ahead of schedule).  We are 
currently waiting on some carpet which is the only issue that may delay this.  With this exciting news, we hope to 

be able to move our current Year 10 classes into the new building next month.  At this stage, Year 9 classes will stay 

as is. 
 

Many in our community that St Patrick’s Primary School are about to undertake some renovations in and around the 
old McAuley canteen site.  As a result of these works, the ‘laneway’ between the two schools will be closed and we 

will be moving some Year 11 classes into the Year 12 area later next week. 
 

Mercy Regional College Bus Passes 

Last term following consultation with those staff responsible, I distributed a letter which prohibited the issuing of bus 
passes in most circumstances including for sports training, music and dance lessons and any social events.  This 

decision reflected an increase in the number of students and families who were not following or completely ignoring 
the guidelines for the issuing of bus passes. 

 

After speaking with a number of parents, I am currently reviewing this decision and giving consideration to reopening 
access to bus passes on a limited number of Mercy Regional College contract buses.  In particular, we are examining 

the contract buses that connect the three centres of Camperdown, Terang and Noorat.  If this decision is taken, new 
procedures will govern the issuing of passes with no exceptions possible. 

 
Upcoming Staff PD Day and the Melbourne Cup weekend 

Could all parents and families take note of the following dates: 

 Next Thursday 20th November, all Mercy teaching staff will be involved in a professional development day.  

There will no classes operating. During the day, teaching staff will work individually and in teams with a focus 
on the new Oxford ebooks to be introduced in 2017. 

 Similar to previous years, the College will be closed on Monday 31st October and Tuesday 1st November 

for a Board holiday and the Melbourne Cup. 
 

Student and Staff Activities 

It has been a particularly busy opening to fourth term for students and staff with plenty to happen in the next couple 
of weeks, some of these activities include: 

1. Last Sunday, more than 100 people participated in the annual MRC Lake-to-Lake Fun Run from Lake Gnotuk to 
Lake Bullen Merri. It was a fantastic afternoon and one that that all those responsible for organising should be 

very proud of. The day reflected the outstanding organisation of Mrs. Stacey Madden. We look forward to 
donating a significant cheque to the Camperdown Hospital Auxiliary. 

2. Last week, Melbourne hosted the Year 9 camp with students undertaking a variety of activities in and around 

the CBD. Congratulations to all students as your behaviour and enthusiasm was exemplary with staff involved 
commenting on how enjoyable the three days were. 

3. Good luck to those students and staff who departed this morning for the second Kimberley immersion trip, we 
hope that all the planning and preparation is worth it and look forward to your return.  It was with equal 

measures of envy and excitement that I read the itinerary and reflected on these sites that my family and I 

visited in April and May. 
4. Congratulations to Luke Francis (8A) on being awarded the Under 16 Encouragement Trophy at the 

Warrnambool & District Soccer League’s Best & Fairest Presentations on Friday night. The award recognises a 
player with high potential who the league wants to encourage to continue their development. 

 

School Hats 
A reminder to parents that with the change of school uniform in Term 4, it is compulsory that students wear their 

school hat during recess and lunchtime. 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
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Music and Art project for Hugh & Matt 
Mrs. Tania Bruckner 

 

Year 11 student Hugh McBean recently designed some t-shirts artwork for local band Runk.  Year 12 
student Matt Murray is drummer and vocalist for Runk, along with the other three members, Jacob Pugh 
(Mortlake College), Harry Johnson (Emmanuel College) and Tom Bruckner (Terang College).  The band 
formed as part of the boys’ VET Music studies at Emmanuel College as part of their VCE. 
https://www.triplejunearthed.com/artist/runk 
https://www.facebook.com/runkadelic/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf 
 
I interviewed Hugh about his interest in music and art, and how the Runk project came about. 
 

Hugh, how long have you been drawing? 
I’ve pretty much been drawing since I could hold a pencil, though 
there’s been periods of years where I have had no interest at all 
in art, and just recently for whatever reason I thought I’d take it 
up again. 
 
What sort of things do you like drawing? 
This is a hard question to answer as it changes a lot. I tend to 
draw a lot of one particular thing that captivates me and then 
get burnt out on it and move to something else that’s new and 
interesting 
 
Do you still study art at school? 
I only really did the art classes we all did in years 7&8, but other 
than that, not really. Art has always been an on and off activity 
for me so I only really end up drawing when I’ve got a spurt of 
creativity.  
 
Would you like to do any further study/work with your art? 
I’d like to design T-shirts etc., but other than that I’ve never really considered myself a talented enough 
artist to take it any further.  
 
How did you get involved with Runk? 
Matt Murray and I both grew up in the town of Lismore having pretty similar interests (and also parents 
who were friends), so we’ve been close friends for a long, long time. As someone who grew up listening 
to a lot of live music at shows my parents took me to as kid, I have always wanted to take part in the 
music industry, so when I showed Matt some artwork and he asked me to do some for Runk I jumped at 
the chance. 
 

  

https://www.triplejunearthed.com/artist/runk
https://www.facebook.com/runkadelic/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
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Red Frogs Day 
 

Mark Gellie from the ‘Red Frogs Crew’ visited MRC this Tuesday to speak to Year 12’s about their program, before 
they complete their studies, and head off to Australia’s biggest party for 17-18 Yr. old -Schoolies (either locally, 

interstate or overseas), ‘O’ Week at University, and music festivals. It also provides support to uni students, party 

and festival goers, event managers sporting groups, and musicians in Australia, New Zealand, UK, Canada, South 
Africa, and Poland. 

 
Red Frogs started in 1997, and is a support program for young people from the ages 15-25. They recognize that the 

culture of young people is dominated by alcohol, and that the excessive consumption of alcohol and other substances 

can lead to dangerous and life altering behaviours.  Therefore, Red Frogs make it their mission to provide a positive 
peer presence in alcohol-fuelled environments where young people gather, educate young people on safe partying 

behaviours, and promote and provide non-alcoholic and/or diversionary activities that engage young people in these 
environments – ie; cooking pancakes, hydration stations, icy-poles etc. 

 
Mark emphasized in his speech how important it was to look out for your mates, and to stick together, drink lots of 

water and eat food, and avoid dark quiet areas when out and about in a foreign place. 

 
The Red Frogs Crew who first got the name by using the lolly as ‘icebreakers’ when first arriving at parties –  are 

sponsored by Allen’s confectionary and have become so popular that they go through over 15 tonnes of red frog 
lollies annually! 
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WeLLbeInG @ Mercy 
Mrs. Emily Stephens 

 
I recently attended an eSmart PD that was conducted by The Alannah and Madeline Foundation. Greg 
Gebhart was one of the presenters at this PD. Greg is the senior trainer for the office of eSafety. Below 
are some important points and resources that I took away from the PD and believe every parent would 
benefit from taking the time to look at.  

 
The eSafety website is exceptional in keeping parents, educators and children up to date 

with the latest cyberworld risks and ways to manage various situations. 
This website is constantly changing to accommodate this ever changing technological 

world! 
www.esafety.org.au 

 
Follow the tabs below or use this link to take you directly to iParent 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent 
 

 Educational Resources 
 iParent 

 
This will give you information on: 

- Reporting cyberbullying 
- Social Networking 
- Trolling 
- Sexting 
- Photos, videos and social media 
- Digital reutation 
- Inapporpriate, illegal or offensive content 
- Ways to manage devises 

 
Another important aspect of technology is gaming and social media- Follow the tabs:  

 esafety information 
 Games, apps and social networking 

OR 
follow this link directly 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking 

 
This link will give you ALL up to date information on the current and latest apps that children (and some 
adults) are using. IT will provide information about age limits, support options, parent’s guide, safety 
tools, FAQ’s, privacy policy, reporting. 
 
We are all involved in this world of technology and it is now up to ourselves to stay educated in it. 
Please log on to this site and educate yourselves on what young people have access to these days and 
how we as parents, educators, mentors can help guide them safely through this day and age. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.esafety.org.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking
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MERCY REGIONAL COLLEGE FRANCE AND BELGIUM BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 2017 
Lachie Lee 
 
The Mercy Regional College France and Belgium Battlefields Tour 2017 will begin with three nights in 
Paris. We will arrive in the famous City of Lights early in the morning and we will 

have an introductory tour of the city. We will see the 
ancient sights including Notre Dame de Paris made 
famous in Victor Hugo’s Nineteenth Century book The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame. We will see the Place de 
la Concorde where many so called enemies of the 
State were executed during the French Revolution and 
we will visit one of the great streets of the world, the 
Avenue des Champs-Elysees. 
 
After arriving at our hotel we will walk the famous 
streets of this wonderful city to a restaurant where we 
will have a welcome to Paris dinner. Over the next few days we will visit all 
the famous places in Paris. We will take the bus out to Louis XIV’s magnificent 
Palace at Versailles. Here we will see the opulence in which the Royalty of 

France lived from the end of the 17th Century until the Revolution of 1789. We will also visit and climb that 
great structure constructed for the Paris Exposition of 1889 the Eiffel Tower. The views of Paris from the 
Tower are magnificent and show the contours of the 
medieval city which was largely rebuilt between 1830 and 
1900. 
 
We will also wander the ancient winding streets and alleys 
of Montmartre leading up to the church of Sacre Couer 
which overlooks the city. This area is famous for the 
artists who inhabited the area until recent years. Our tour 
will also take us to the Louvre where 35,000 objects from 

prehistory to the 21st 
century are exhibited; 
among the most 
famous, of course, Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa. 
 
Paris is a grand city which should be visited at least once in a lifetime; 
those Australians who served in France and Belgium during the First 
World War might well have had the chance to do so. Our tour then, 
begins by experiencing the culture, art and life of one of the world’s 
great cities. 
 

Those students who are interested in joining the Mercy Regional College France and Belgium Battlefields 
Tour please feel free to contact me at school or by email on llee@mercy.vic.edu.au  
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Careers News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Year 12 Cadetship Opportunity 

Applications for the 2017 Doxa Cadetship Program are now open. This is a program that offers students support 

during their undergraduate degree, by providing financial assistance, skilled mentors, professional training and 
relevant industry work placement Interested students should collect an information booklet from the Careers Room. 

Applications are made via this link. http://doxa.force.com/DoxaCadetshipProgram 
 

Need some help with your study 

Deakin University has a digital content hub called ‘this’. It has lots of interesting articles including: 
 How to beat exam study and stress 

 Six ways to make the most of your study breaks 

 How to organize your study sessions 

 Effective ways to memorise for exams 

http://bit.ly/2dh11BK 

 
Career News 

The latest Career News and Year 12 Resource material is available through the link on the Careers Section (under 
Important Info.) of the MRC Website Homepage. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 

Wednesday 19 October 
Year 12s Conclude – Year 12 Assembly 

Mercy’s Got Talent 
 

Thursday 20 October 
Staff PD – no school for students 

 

Wednesday 26 October 
VCAA Unit 4 Exams commence 

 
Thursday 27 October & Friday 28 October 

Unit 2 Outdoor Ed Bushwalking Camp 

 
Monday 31 October 

Board Holiday 
 

Tuesday 1 November 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
 

Thursday 17 November 
Start of Year 12 2016 Transition 

 
Wednesday 27 November 

Year 11 students conclude 

 
Wednesday 7 December 

Years 7 – 10 students conclude 
 

Tuesday 13 December 

Teaching staff conclude 
 

Friday 16 December 
College office closes 

 

http://doxa.force.com/DoxaCadetshipProgram
http://bit.ly/2dh11BK
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Sports Report 
Matt Harkin 
 
Mercy Basketball Report 

On Thursday the 1st September, Mercy Regional College sent 2 girls and 2 boys 

Year 7 and 8 teams to the HSSSD Basketball. The Boys who played at Terang 
Basketball Stadium had a great day. Both teams won all their games sending them 

through to the next stage which will be Week 6 of Term 4 at Ballarat. 
 

The Girls team who played 

at the Camperdown 
stadium both put up a 

huge fight in all their 
games but unfortunately 

could not beat Terang. 
Both teams finishing 2nd. 

 

The day at both venues 
was extremely good. Mercy would like to thank all students, 

staff and parents who attended the day and who helped out 
in various roles. Further details will be given to the boys who are progressing through to Ballarat at a later date. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

State Netball Runners up 

Our Senior girls did remarkably well to come runners up in the state netball championships. 
In the final they went down to a tough Bendigo school. Well done to 

all staff in involved and thanks to the parents who made the journey 
down to Melbourne to watch. 

 

Chess Tournament 

The small MRC chess team 
contested the Catholic 

school chess competition in 

Hamilton late last term. 
Our squad including team 

captain Tate Tregea-
Copeland, the experienced 

Jack Bell and rookies 

Connor Poole and Justin 
Glennen played with fierce 

competiveness. 
There were plenty of 

smiles, a few tough 
matches and a lot of 

fantastic match play. 

Overall the team finished in 6th place.  
 

 



 10 

Greater Western Athletics 
Last Friday we had an enthusiastic group of students attend the Greater Western athletics meet. In typical chilly 

Ballarat conditions Mercy had some terrific results highlighted by the following. 
 

Lachie Gass 

1st Triple Jump & Long Jump 
2nd 200m 

3rd High Jump 
 

Tully Watt - 2nd 800m & 
1500m 
 

Stephanie Hibburt - 2nd 1500m 
 

Scott Carlin - 3rd 800m 
 

Sarsha Anderson - 3rd Triple 

Jump 
 

Lachie Bone - 2nd 200m 
 

U/16 Girls Relay Team 3rd - Lilly Hose, Taylah Reynolds, Brianna 

Thompson, Jasmine Coolahan. 
 

All students did their best against tough competition and as always behaved remarkably well. Thanks To Darcy and 
Dan for their assistance on the day.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

State Pentathlon Championships 
Tully Watt continued her good form in the sport of pentathlon. Before the holidays she competed in state 

championships in QLD. Below is a quick report on how she went. 
 

What a day! Enjoyed beautiful sunny conditions and lovely venue at 
Brookfield QLD for their State Pentathlon Championships. The swim 
started at 8am and the fencing next. The ride started after lunch 
and the combined run/shoot finished after 6pm. Tully drew a horse 
that was too big and fast for her but she managed ok until the 
horse slipped on a corner. According to modern pentathlon rules 
you can still get back on and ride which she did! Very brave. Tully 
came home with gold medal! More importantly they gained great 
experience of doing all 5 events in a day in the company of the 
other members of the Youth Olympic Games squad.  
 
 

 

Mercy is very proud of Tully’s efforts and will be keeping an eye on her progress as she chases her dreams. 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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LAKE 2 LAKE FUN RUN 2016 RESULTS 
 

8km Run 
 

Age group Winner 

Primary girl Danielle Schmidt 

Primary boy Willoughby Perris 

u/16 girl Tully Watt 

u/16 boy Logan Cuthell 

Open female Kate Hallyburton 

Open male Ashley Ansell 

Masters female Michelle Norton 

Masters male Warren Martin 

 

4km Run 
 

Age group Winner 

Primary girl Tabitha Perris 

Primary boy Ethan Boyd 

u/16 girl Zoe Wilkinson 

u/16 boy Morris Martin 

Open female Kasey Ellmore 

Open male Stephen Crowe  

Masters female Narelle Kerr 

Masters male Darren Egberts 

 
Walk 

 

Age group Winner 

Female Indi Kent 

Male Daniel Sinnott 

 
OVERALL WINNER/FASTEST TIME: 

8km: Logan Cuthell 32.05 

4km: Stephen Crowe 19.22 
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This year Mercy has four students who have entered into the Annual Design Awards. 
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2016 Car Raffle 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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