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ISSUE 4-2                Friday, 28th October, 2016 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2016 

“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The last week has been a significant one for the College in a 
liturgical sense with two important Eucharistic celebrations: 

 
On Tuesday evening, a number of staff plus two 2017 student 

leaders joined me at St Mary’s Church, Colac for a memorial mass 

for the life of Fr Bob Markey.  Fr Markey passed away last month 

and Tuesday’s celebration reflected the European practice of 

coming together four weeks after a funeral.  The importance of Fr 

Markey to the foundation and early life of Mercy Regional College 

(then Catholic Regional College) is reflected below in the summary 

used at our term 2 whole school mass. 

Photos to the right is Bob Markey’s sister Margaret with Sarsha Anderson 

and Laura Schulz. 
 

Fr. Bob Markey was the Parish Priest of Simpson. It has been 
warmly reflected that Bob was certainly an independent spirit and 
managed over the years to do many things “his way”. He had a 
consistent and profound disdain for all he classified as 
bureaucrats, vainly seeking to tell him what to do – whether in society at large or in the Church. Bob was in his 
element in Simpson. His tenacity and drive ensured parents from the Heytesbury Settlement in particular, had 
access to Catholic secondary education rather than sending their children to Catholic boarding schools in Hamilton, 
Ballarat or Melbourne. He canvassed parents continuously to enlist their support. 
 
On Wednesday, more than 300 Year 5 – 8 students from St Colman’s, St Thomas’, St Patrick’s and Mercy Regional 

College came together at St Thomas’ Church in Terang to celebrate the current Year of Mercy. The mass was the 
first part of a day that included shared activities at our O’Keeffe Campus, a staff morning tea and plenty of 

opportunities for students from across the four schools to renew old friendships. A highlight of the mass was the 

combined schools’ choir with almost 100 students coming together to sing under the guidance of Mrs. Freya 
Egberts, Mrs. Marie Ewing and Mr. Mick Saunders. Congratulations and thanks to the overall coordinator of the 

day, Mrs. Jo Saunders. 
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My prayer today reflects on the papal Year of Mercy which comes to an end next month: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and 
mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. You willed that your ministers 
would also be clothed in weakness in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let 
everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 
 
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of 
grace from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, proclaim 
liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. 
 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Year 12 Final Day 

Last Wednesday, Mercy Regional College said farewell to the class of 2016 through a range of activities organized 
by students, staff and families.  Key amongst these was the Year 12 final assembly in the afternoon; with their 

parents, families, many grandparents and friends watching, the year level put on a great show that celebrated the 
funny, memorable and unique moments of the previous twelve months. The day also included a wonderful “Mercy’s 

Got Talent” with acts across a variety of musical spheres – the talent on display was amazing and appropriately 
received great affirmation and applause from their audience.  The final day for Year 12 students is a major signpost 

in the lives of these young people and it is always most heartening to see the students, their families and Mercy staff 

enjoying themselves in a safe, respectful and positive way. It is a strong affirmation of our core goal as a Catholic 
school – growing young people into the most fully human persons they can be. 

 
An enormous vote of thanks to the Mercy staff who have supported these students in recent weeks and indeed 

throughout their years of secondary education. A special congratulations to the senior school team of Mrs. Lesa 

Thornton, Mr. Lachie Lee and Mrs. Stacey Madden who guided and supported the students in their final days and 
who continue to as they complete exams.  Also thanks to those responsible for “Mercy’s Got Talent” – Mrs. Janet 

Backhous, Mr. Luke Bourchier and Mr. Brendon Norman. 
 

Mercy Arts Night and Car Raffle 

A reminder to all parents, families and friends that our annual car raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 16th 
November and therefore all tickets sold or unsold need to be returned by that date.  Although the raffle draw is 

the highlight of the evening, the opportunity for parents and families to view the students’ art and technology work 
is a wonderful one. Their work is always quite amazing!  This year, we have decided to adjust the timing of the 

evening to make it more family friendly, therefore the evening will run from 4.00 – 7.00pm with the raffle draw at 
6.30pm.  I encourage as many families as possible to join us – you may drive away in a new car! 

 

End of Year Thanksgiving Mass and Awards – Change of Time 
This year, we have taken the decision to change the timing of our End of Year Thanksgiving Mass and Awards from 

an evening to a daytime event.  This change reflects our desire to enable all students (Year 7 – 10) to be a part of 
the celebration as well as giving those parents and family members who can join us during the day the opportunity 

to do so.  Each Mercy Regional College family will receive an invitation in the next couple of weeks but the celebration 

will be held on Tuesday 6th December at St Thomas’ Church, Terang starting at 10.00am. 
 

Board Holiday and Cup Weekend 
A reminder that next Monday 31st October and Tuesday 1st November are holidays for Mercy Regional College and 

no classes will run.  Good luck to those students whose VCAA Unit 3-4 exams continue over the long weekend. 
 

Student and Staff Activities 

Despite the ongoing cool and wet weather, many activities have been of note in the last two weeks: 
 This week saw the return of our intrepid students and staff who were part of the Kimberley Immersion program 

based in Halls Creek, Broome and Fitzroy Crossing. All returned well and, for most, profoundly affected by the 

people, culture and landscapes of the north-west.  We look forward to their stories and photos in future 

newsletters. 

 Last Thursday, our teaching staff spent a most productive day in domain and year level teams exploring the 

new Oxford texts and eBooks for 2017.  Thanks to our learning and teaching leaders for their coordination of 

the day. 
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 Yesterday, all Year 10 students travelled to Warrnambool for “Discover Deakin” day where various course and 

career options were showcased.  It is pleasing to see the renewed energy and resources that Deakin University 

has committed to the South-West. 

 Congratulations to those students who have been recognised in the last week at local and regional awards: to 

the Design Technology students whose work was featured at the Spotlight Awards in Warrnambool and to 

those recognised at this week’s SWTAFE Trades Awards. 

 

Below are calendar dates for the remainder of the year and significant dates for the commencement of 2017. 
 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

 

Monday 31 October 
Board Holiday 

 

Tuesday 1 November 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 
Monday 7 November 

GWR Basketball & Table Tennis 
 

Wed 9 - Fri 11 November 
Unit 2 Outdoor Ed Camp 

 

Wednesday 16 November 
McLeod Shield Day 

Mercy Arts Night 
Car Raffle Draw 

 
Thursday 17 November 

Year 12 2017 Transition starts 
 

Friday 18 November 

Year 12 Graduation 
 

Tuesday 22 November 
Summer Sports Year 7 & 8 

 
Tuesday 29 November 

Year 7, 2017 Orientation Day 
Year 9 Exams & Year 10 Exams 

 

Wednesday 30 November 
Year 11 students conclude 

Year 9 Exams & Year 10 Exams 
 

Thursday 1 December 
Year 7 & 8 Exams 

HSSSA Surfing Competition 
 

Friday 2 December 

Year 7 & 8 Exams 
 

Wednesday 7 December 

Years 7 – 10 students conclude 

 
Tuesday 13 December 

Teaching staff conclude 
 

Friday 16 December 
College office closes 

 
 

 
Monday 30 January 

All staff return 

 
Tuesday 31 January 

Book Collection Day 
(10am – 3pm McAuley Campus) 

 
Thursday 2 February 

Term 1 commences 
 

Tuesday 7 February 

Year 7 BBQ & Information Night 
 

Wednesday 8 February 
MRC Commencement Mass 

 
Thursday 9 February 

MRC Swimming Carnival 
 

Monday 13 February 

Year 7 Camp (all week) 
Year 10 Work Exp. (all week) 

 
Wednesday 15 February 

Year 12 Retreat (3 days) 
Year 11 Camp (3 days) 

Year 9 Bricks Program (3 days) 
 

Tuesday 7 March 

School Photos 

Friday 31 March 

Term 1 Concludes 

 
Tuesday 18 April 

Term 2 Commences 
 

Wednesday 26 April 
P/T Interviews – no classes 

 
Friday 30 June 

Term 2 Concludes 

 
Tuesday 18 July 

Term 3 Commences 
 

Friday 18 August 
Mid-Term Break – no school 

 
Wednesday 13 September 

P/T Interviews 

(4:00PM – 8:30pm) 
 

Friday 22 September 
Term 3 Concludes 

 
Monday 9 October 

Term 4 Commences 
 

Wednesday 25 October 

Year 12s final day 
 

Wednesday 1 November 
VCAA Exams Commence 

 
Friday 17 November 

Year 12 Graduation 
 

Friday 1 December 

Year 11s conclude 
 

Friday 8 December 
Year 7 - 10s conclude 
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MERCY REGIONAL COLLEGE FRANCE AND BELGIUM BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 2017 
Lachie Lee 
 

The focus of the Mercy Regional College France and Belgium Battlefields Tour 
is, of course, the battlefields. After we depart Paris, we will spend the next two 
nights in the ancient northern city of Amiens. The city has been a hub on the 
Somme in Picardie for centuries and as such has seen armies from all over 
Europe and the world pass through its gates. The cathedral built between 
1220 and 1270 is a World Heritage Site and is the largest 13th Century 
cathedral in France. It stands beside the Somme River along the banks of 
which are a number of interesting and quaint restaurants. We may try some 
of these and eat the famous local canard (duck), "La ficelle Picardie", an oven-
baked cheese-topped crepe and even escargot (snails)! 
 
Inside the Cathedral there are memorial to 
the Australians who served here during the 

First World War and who would have walked these same ancient cobbled 
streets. It is easy to imagine young men and women from our 
communities gazing at the medieval architecture of the cathedral while 
on leave from the dangers and stresses of the Front which was only 
twenty kilometres away. 
 
Nearby is the small town of Villers Bretonneux where the Australians fought in 1918. In March of that year 
the Germans broke through and were on the point of capturing the city of Amiens when they were halted 
at Villers Bretonneux. Amiens is a rail centre for the north of France and gives easy access to Paris. 
 
Even today it is a strategically important part of the French rail network. On the night of the 24 and 25 
April 1918, troops of the 5th Australian Division attacked the village and drove out the Germans. This 

action is seen as one of the most decisive of the war in which 
Australians participated and yet is largely unknown at home. Not in 
France however; the township of Villers Bretonneux has a special 
relationship with Australia, particularly Victoria and is twinned with 
the Murray River town of Robinvale. 
 
In the aftermath of the war Victorian schoolchildren donated 
money to the local school and it is known as Victoria School. Signs 
in each classroom and in the playground acclaim Never Forget 
Australia or N'oublions jamais l'Australie (Let us never forget 
Australia). 

 
The Australian War Memorial in France is also situated in Villers 
Bretonneux three kilometres outside of the town on the road to 
Corbie. This memorial carries the names of 11,000 Australians who 
were killed in France and have no known grave. There are many names 
of local residents from our community inscribed on these walls. 
 
We will make Villers Bretonneux a major focus of our first day on the 
battlefields of rural France. The beautiful fields of France, the rolling 
country stand in stark contrast to the horrors of the battlefields of the 
First World War. 
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REMINDER 
 
 

2016 CAR RAFFLE 
Will be 

DRAWN WEDNESDAY 

16th NOVEMBER 

ON ARTS NIGHT 

@ 6:30pm 
 

 

ALL TICKETS 

(SOLD OR UNSOLD) AND MONEY 

MUST BE RETURNED TO THE COLLEGE OFFICE BY: 

FRIDAY, 4th NOVEMBER, 2016 

 

‘Early Bird Book Sellers Prize’ 
We congratulate 

Therese Moloney 

the winner of this year’s prize 

1kg block of Toblerone 

valued at $150. 

 

 
 

 
 

FUNDRAISER 
 

Next Thursday 3rd November     
 

   There will be a cake stall      
@ O’Keeffe Campus      

 

It is a fundraiser for Ivy called     
   ‘Cakes for Ivy’       

 

Please support this worthy cause.     

 
 

The link below gives you further information about this cause. 

https://www.facebook.com/Ivys-Army-273638982777328/ 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Ivys-Army-273638982777328/
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Careers News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Year 10 Discover Deakin Day – 27th October 

‘Discover Deakin’ at Warrnambool was an experiential day for the students and provided them with a taste of 

university life. The students heard from a keynote speaker before participating in two workshops, or tours of their 
choice. 

 
Report – Sophie Rowan 

Our keynote speaker at Deakin was by a psychologist who spoke to us about how to find our personality types and 

learning styles and what jobs would be best suited to these styles. She asked us to discover the characteristics that 
we resonated with the most and then see which study tips correlated with our choice.  

 
We then split into multiple groups and headed off to the workshop of our choice. My first workshop was ‘Study 

Abroad’, where we learned about how we can choose to study internationally with the help of Deakin and their 
overseas partners. We heard anecdotes about peoples' amazing overseas university experiences, as well as how 

they were able to be a tourist as well. It was a great chance to learn about an incredible study option that I hope 

to be part of in the future. 
 

The second workshop I went to was Health Sciences where we learnt about the different courses available in the 
Health Sciences Faculty and what jobs are available after completing the course. We also participated in an activity 

where we were shown a picture and we had to guess which area of Health Promotion it related to. Overall the day 

was very informative and a great opportunity to learn about possible future studies. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 12 Cadetship Opportunity 

Applications for the 2017 Doxa Cadetship Program are now open. This is a program that offers students support 
during their undergraduate degree, by providing financial assistance, skilled mentors, professional training and 

relevant industry work placement Interested students should collect an information booklet from the Careers Room. 
Applications are made via this link http://doxa.force.com/DoxaCadetshipProgram 

 
Need some help with your study 

Deakin University has a digital content hub called ‘this’. It has lots of interesting articles including: 

 How to beat exam study and stress 

 Six ways to make the most of your study breaks 

 How to organize your study sessions 

 Effective ways to memorise for exams 

 
http://bit.ly/2dh11BK 

 
Career News 

The latest Career News and Year 12 Resource material is available through the link on the Careers Section (under 

Important Info.) of the MRC Website Homepage. 
 

 
 

http://doxa.force.com/DoxaCadetshipProgram
http://bit.ly/2dh11BK
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Mercy’s Got Talent 
Luke Bourchier 

 
Last year I posed the question – could Mercy’s Got Talent get any better?  On Wednesday October 19th, 
staff and students were blown away by the sheer talent across the entire school.  We all agreed – yes it 
could, and it did. 
 
When the lights went down and the cheer went up, we were treated to twelve musical performances, 
ranging in diversity of instruments and song selection.  We witnessed the inclusion of brass in 2016, 
which was refreshing.  Students from the O’Keeffe campus performed both individually and in groups, 
with poise and composure beyond their years.  This year also gave rise to some up and coming 
superstars who will undoubtedly be on the stage both at Mercy Regional College events and in their 
community in coming years. 
 
Each performer, be they individual or part of a group, is deserving of praise for their excellent 
performance this year.  It is a challenging thing to stand in front of five hundred of your peers, teachers 
and parents, to sing, play, and entertain.  Well done to the following students for performing on the 
day: Stacey Riches, Libby Pringuer, Megan Pringuer, Isabel Rowan, Jack Hands, Hayley Wason, Victoria 
Steel, Grace Moloney, Luke Lenehan, Brigitte MacDonald and Matt Murray. 
 
Of course, Mercy’s Got Talent would not be possible without the assistance of staff at our school.  I 
would like to thank all members of staff for their willingness to offer assistance and to encourage a 
positive environment for performance.  It was clear to see that this collective effort is well and truly 
paying off. 
 
I would also like to thank a couple of special individuals.  Firstly, Janet Backhous, co-organiser of the 
event; this event would not continue without her enthusiasm and ongoing organisation.  It is invaluable, 
and I am very grateful to work alongside her on great events like this.  Secondly, Brendon Norman for 
helping with set up and pack up, as well as helping Janet get performers ready and organised on the 
day.  And lastly, Chris Barks, whose expertise was once again appreciated.  Thank you to Janet, Brendon 
and Chris.  With the bar set so high now, I cannot wait to see what raw talent emerges in 2017! 
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Spotlight Student Design Awards 
On the 24th October four students represented Mercy at the annual Student Design Awards held at Brauer College. 

Two Year 10 students were Lauren Huth and Faith Thornton and two Year 11 students were Samantha Evans and 
Tara Suri, showing off their garments made for their Design Technology 1, 2 Unit. 

 

Congratulations to all girls for participating, Samantha Evans came runner up in the Senior Evening Wear section 
and Faith Thornton won the Senior Encouragement Award in the Day Wear section. 

 
Jenny Binder 
 

 

 
Lauren, Faith, Tara and Samantha. 

 
Faith 

 
 

VCAL / VET 
 
2016 Trades Awards 

On Wednesday 26th October, SWTAFE Warrnambool held the 2016 
Trades Awards at Deakin University. 

 
This awards night recognises students for outstanding achievements 

in their trade. 

 
Congratulations to Jack Ross (Year 10), who in his first year of VETis 

Engineering, won the High Achieving Student award. 
 

Rose Henry 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations 
We were all rapt to hear Stacey Riches perform recently at Mercy's Got Talent. She always 
delights us with her bagpipes and we are pleased to announce that Stacey has been awarded 

the traditional Highland Quaich Trophy for the Victorian Pipers Association C Grade Piper of 
the Year.  Stacey received her award at the VPA AGM on Sunday 16th September at 

Presbyterian Ladies College Melbourne. Stacey has now been upgraded to B Grade. 

We are thrilled for you Stacey. You work hard and you truly deserve to be rewarded for your 
incredible musicianship. 

 
Janet Backhous 
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 YEAR 9 EXAM TIMETABLE 
 

SEMESTER 2 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION 1 SESSION 2 SESSION 3 

DAY EXAM ROOM CLASS/STUDY ROOM EXAM ROOM 

 

Tuesday 

29th November 

 

ENGLISH 
Reading Time:   9:20 – 9:25 am. 

Writing Time:    9:20 – 11.00 am. 

To be 
confirmed 

STUDY 
11:25 – 12:55 pm. 

To be 
confirmed 

HISTORY 
Reading Time:  1:20 – 1:25 pm. 
Writing Time:   1:25 – 2:55 pm 

To be 
confirmed 

 

Wednesday 

30th November 

 

MATHS 
Reading Time:   9:20 – 9:25 am. 
Writing Time:    9:25 – 10.55 am 

To be 
confirmed 

STUDY 
11:25 – 12:55 pm. 

To be 
confirmed 

SCIENCE 
Reading Time:  1:20– 1:25 pm. 
Writing Time:   1:25 – 2:55 pm. 

To be 
Confirmed 

 

NB. -      School uniform is to be worn to school for the exams. 
- Exam conditions apply for all exams. 
- Silence is to be maintained at all times. 
- Students will not be permitted to leave the room until the designated finish time. 
- Students can read a novel if they finish early. 
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 YEAR 10 EXAM TIMETABLE 
 

SEMESTER 2 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION 1 SESSION 2 SESSION 3 

DAY EXAM ROOM CLASS/STUDY ROOM EXAM ROOM 

Tuesday 

29th   November 

ENGLISH 
Reading Time:   9:20 – 9:30 am. 

Writing Time:    9:30 – 11.00 am. 

To be 
confirmed 

STUDY 
11:25 – 12:55 pm 

To be 
confirmed 

 
SCIENCE 

Reading Time:   1:20 – 1:25 pm. 
Writing Time:    1:25 – 2.55 pm. 

 
PATHWAYS 

Normal timetabled class 
 

To be 
confirmed 

Wednesday 

30th November 

 
MATHEMATICS 

Reading Time:   9:20 – 9:25 am. 
Writing Time:    9:25 – 10.55 am. 

 

To be 
confirmed 

STUDY 
11:20 – 12:55 pm 

To be 
confirmed 

HISTORY 
Reading Time: 1:20 – 1:25 pm. 
Writing Time: 1:25 – 2:55 pm. 

To be 
confirmed 

 

NB. -      School uniform is to be worn to the school for the exams. 
- Exam conditions apply for all exams. 
- Silence must be maintained at all times. 
- Students will not be permitted to leave the room until the designated finish time. 
- Students may bring a novel to read if they finish early. 
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2016 Car Raffle 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

 

Are you 15 or older and interested in learning CPR and basic 

lifesaving skills? 
 

The Port Campbell Surf Life Saving Club is running a Bronze 

Medallion Course (the basic qualification for Surf Lifesaving) on 

November 25, 26, 27. 
 

For enquiries contact Scott McKenzie (Chief Instructor) 

scott.mckenzie.999@gmail.com or 0428 375 837. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:scott.mckenzie.999@gmail.com
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