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ISSUE 3-1             Friday, 21st July 2017 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2017 
“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
One of my favourite prayers and one that I have used before in the College newsletter celebrates The Arts and 

those gifted with creativity; it highlights that capacity of art and aesthetics to portray truth and beauty in ways that 
are otherwise not possible.  Through these pursuits, the artistic and creative people in our communities often bring 

us closer to the mystery that is our God: 

 
Prayer for Artists 
Bless the creators, O God of creation,  
who by their gifts make the world  
a more joyful and beautiful realm.  
Through their labours, they teach us  
to see more clearly the truth around us. 
In their inspiration they call forth  

wonder and awe in our own living. 
Pour your Spirit upon them  
that their hearts may sing  
and their works be fulfilling.  
Amen. 
 

Mercy Showcase 2017 
Mercy Regional College’s 2017 musical production is only three weeks away with cast and crew very busy 

preparing for the four public performances.  With almost four months of rehearsals including a three-day camp 
during the holidays, the students involved in the show have displayed great dedication, enthusiasm and creativity 

to bring to us a production of the highest quality.  The first performance will be on Wednesday 9th August for 

students from the HCSN primary schools.  Next week, the cast will perform a short 15-minute preview of the show 
for all staff as well as students from the O’Keeffe and McAuley campuses. 

 
I strongly encourage all members of our school community to come along to support the students on stage at one 

of the public performances at Camperdown’s Theatre Royal – Friday 11th August (7.30pm) and Saturday 12th 

August (2.00pm matinee & 7.30pm).  Tickets are priced at $15 for adults and $10 for children.  They are available 
for purchase online through the website www.trybooking.com./298842.  If you are unable to access the 

TryBooking website, please contact the College for tickets or they may be purchased at the theatre door before 
each performance. See Showcase flyer on page 3. 

 
Congratulations to Chris Grant 

On Monday, I announced to all staff that our Deputy Principal, Mr. Chris Grant had been appointed as the new 

Deputy Principal of Damascus College, Ballarat from the start of the 2018 school year.  Chris has been at Mercy 
Regional College since 2012 initially as Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching and then last year as sole Deputy 

Principal.  This is a very exciting appointment for Chris as his family home is in Ross Creek, about 15 km south of 
Ballarat.  The College will have the opportunity to thank Chris more formally at the end of this year.  Next week, I 

hope to commence the process of appointing a replacement or replacements for Chris. 
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Planning for 2018 
With the start of third term, planning for next year is underway in earnest and given the size of Mercy, forward 

planning needs to be comprehensive, considered and completed in a timely fashion. Central to this planning are the 
subject selection processes for students entering Years 9 – 12 in 2018. I strongly encourage all parents to take an 

interest in the selections and decisions that your son/daughter is making in the next few weeks.  Specific details on 

subject selection processes and the upcoming VCE Information Night are included later in this newsletter. 
 

Next Monday and Tuesday sees the second stage in the College enrolment processes for incoming 2018 Year 7 
students with enrolment interviews to be held at McAuley Campus (Monday evening) and O’Keeffe Campus (Tuesday 

evening) from 3.30 – 6.00pm. 
 

These enrolment interviews provide both the College and prospective students and parents to meet, discuss transition 

arrangements, identify and discuss any areas of concern and provide an invaluable opportunity for prospective 
students to reflect on what the transition to secondary education might entail. Any students or families that are 

considering an enrolment at Mercy are asked to make contact with the Principal’s Secretary, Mrs. Sue Bohm at the 
College on 5593 2011 or sue@mercy.vic.edu.au. 

 

Employment Opportunity 
In local newspapers across this weekend, the Hampden Catholic Schools Network is advertising for a Compliance 

Officer whose responsibilities will extend to each of our five separate sites. 
 

This role reflects the significant increase over recent years in the areas of compliance, risk management, OHS and 
child safety for schools and especially school leadership. 

 

We hope that through the employment of a full-time Compliance Officer some of these responsibilities will be taken 
away from principals and school leaders allowing greater time to be directed to leading school improvement. I 

encourage anyone interested in the position to visit the MRC website. www.mercy.vic.edu.au/jobs. 
 

 

Looking forward to a great term 3. 
 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 

 
 

 

HELPERS REQUIRED 
 

Mercy Regional 2017 Car Raffle 
 

We are looking for a coordinator for the 

Derrinallum/Mortlake area as well as someone 

to help the coordinator in Terang. 

If available, please contact Rose Henry at the school 

on 5593 2011. 

 

mailto:sue@mercy.vic.edu.au
http://www.mercy.vic.edu.au/jobs
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Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
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Warrnambool & District Careers Expo 2017 
The Warrnambool and District Careers Expo is held every second year, across four venues, on four different 
evenings. This is a fantastic opportunity for students and their parents to research a wide range of career options. 
The program schedule and venue maps can be obtained from the careers stand outside the library, or by emailing 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips. Whilst students and parents from Warrnambool schools need to register, regional school 
students & parents can just turn up to the reception area at the designated school, obtain an up to date Program 
for the night and then go to the presentation of choice. 
 
VCE/VCAL Subject Selection Process 
This process began last term for Year 10 students. During Career classes, they have been presented with material 
and involved in activities designed to guide them through the process of selecting their VCE studies. It is 
important that they choose the subjects that will give them the best possible chance of satisfactorily completing 
their VCE, or VCAL certificate and provide them with the career pathway of their choice. Students are encouraged 
to choose subjects based on the following guidelines: choose studies that interest you, you are good at, lead to a 
job you are interested in and will help you to pursue the post school option of your choice.  
All Year 10 and 11 students will have a scheduled time during Term 3 to meet with one of the following teachers: 
Mrs. Lesa Thornton, Mr. Lachie Lee, Mr. Darren Cheeseman, or Mrs. Jenny Phillips. These interviews give students 
the opportunity to discuss their subject selections for 2018. If parents would like to be present at these meetings 
and are unable to attend at the designated time, the appointment can be rescheduled to a more convenient time 
by contacting Mrs. Phillips.  
NB. VCE/VCAL Information Evening – Wednesday 26th July at 7.00pm in the MPA 
 
Deakin University Warrnambool Campus Open Day 
As many of you may be aware, there was much discussion in 2016 surrounding the future of the Warrnambool 
Campus of Deakin University. After investigating several options, Deakin University committed to ensuring that 
there would be a University Campus in Warrnambool and that any student who began a Degree at Deakin 
University would be able to complete that Degree. 
 
Mercy Regional College strongly supports this commitment, because we feel it is vital that students in this 
community have access to a university education that does not require them to relocate. Below is the link to the 
Deakin Warrnambool Open Day Website and see attached flyer for the Health Courses Information Sessions. 
 
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/campuses/warrnambool 
 
However, whilst the Warrnambool Campus of Deakin University will be the ideal choice for some, I encourage 
parents and VCE students considering post-school studies, to investigate a range of tertiary Campus options to 
ensure that their son/daughter finds the course and institution which best suits their needs. 
 
Tertiary Institution Campus Open Days 
If students are considering studying at TAFE or university after school, it is crucial that they attend Open Days. 

Throughout the year, vocational and tertiary institutions open their doors to the public and showcase their 

courses, accommodation, scholarships, pathway courses, student services and their ‘point of difference’.  

For more information about how to get the best out of Open Days check out the latest Career News and Open 
Day Information through the link on the Careers Section of the MRC Website Homepage. 
 

  

http://openday.deakin.edu.au/campuses/warrnambool
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Mercy Regional College 

2017 Annual Instrumental Concert 

On 

Wednesday 23rd August, 2017 

the 

Mercy Community will be treated to our 

Annual Instrumental Concert 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Place: McAuley Campus – Room to be confirmed. 

 

Note the time and date in your diaries and come along 

and celebrate our talented instrumental students. 

Every year we are pleasantly surprised and delighted by 

our students, and 2017 is definitely going to be another 

magnificent concert. 

Come along and enjoy the warm and relaxed 

environment whilst being entertained by our talented 

musicians. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Janet Backhous – Instrumental Coordinator 
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Monday 24th July 
 Year 7, 2018 Enrolment Interviews at 

Camperdown - 3.30pm – 5.30pm 
 

Tuesday 25th July 
 Year 7, 2018 Enrolment Interviews at 

Noorat – 3.30pm – 5.30pm 
 

Wednesday 26th July 
 Unit 4 P/T/S Interviews 

 VCE/VCAL Information Night 
 

Thursday 27th July 
 Maths Competition 

 
Friday 28th July 

 Author Archie Fusillo visit to Year 8s 
 

Monday 31st July 
 GWR Basketball, Ballarat, Intermediate & 

Senior Girls and Boys 
 GWR Table Tennis, Ballarat – Boys & Girls 

 Careers Expo Warrnambool College 
(7 – 9pm) 

 
Tuesday 1st – Friday 4th August 
 Unit 2 Outdoor Ed Snow Camp 

 
Wednesday 2nd August 

 Careers Expo - Emmanuel College 
(7 – 9pm) 

 
Monday 7th August 

 Careers Expo - Brauer College 
(7 – 9pm) 

 
Wednesday 9th August 

 Mercy Showcase, HCSN Schools 
Performance 

 Careers Expo - Kings College (7 – 9pm) 

Friday 11th August 
 Mercy Showcase Opening Night 

Evening, 7.30pm 
 

Saturday 12th August 
 Mercy Showcase Performance 

Matinee, 2.00pm 
Evening, 7.30pm 

 
Tuesday 15th August 

 Feast of the Assumption 
 Year 10 Retreat 

 MRC Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday 16th August 
 Year 10 Retreat 

 
Thursday 17th & Friday 18th August 
 Frayne Debating & Public Speaking 

 
Friday 18th August 

 Mid-Term break, no school 
 

Monday 21st – Friday 25th August 
 ACER Testing Week for Year 7 – 10 

students 
 

Wednesday 23rd August 
 Instrumental Music Concert 

 
Monday 28th August 

 Year 7, 2018 HCSN Transition Day 
 

Tuesday 29th August 
 Year 7, 2018 Country Kids Transition Day 

 
Thursday 31st August 

Mind Matters 
Years 7 & 8 
Years 9 - 12 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 

 

 


