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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2017 

“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This weekend we give thanks for and celebrate the roles that fathers, grandfathers and all male carers play in 
our lives and especially in the lives of young people.  Our prayer today celebrates this: 

 

For Fathers Day 
God our Father,  
We give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old. 
We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation;  
May they find courage and perseverance to balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice.  
We pray for our own Fathers around the world whose children are lost or suffering;  
May they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow. 
We pray for men who are not fathers  
but still mentor and guide us with fatherly love and advice. 
We remember fathers, grandfather, and great grandfathers  
who are no longer with us but who live forever in our memory  
and nourish us with their love.  
Amen 
 

Hampden Catholic Schools Network Compliance Officer 
As I have mentioned in previous newsletters, the Hampden Catholic Schools Network (HCSN) have been in the 

process of appointing a Compliance Officer to work across areas such risk, risk management, compliance, 
emergency management, child safe and other regulatory areas. The Compliance Officer will report to the four 

HCSN principals with monthly meeting scheduled to manage this. Given the role is a very new one to most primary 

and secondary schools, significant work will need to be undertaken exploring the scope of the role and putting in 
place protocols that will allow policies/procedures to be developed or adapted for use across the network. 

 
It is with great pleasure that I would like to announce that Mr Paul Brown has been appointed to the position 

commencing from the start of term 4. Paul is well known to many in our communities and has broad industry 

experience in areas of risk and compliance. Paul's children attend St Patrick's Primary School in Camperdown. We 
hope to introduce Paul to both campuses, our staff and students in the next few weeks. 

 
Paul will be based at the McAuley and O'Keeffe MRC campuses but will spend time in each of the 4 HCSN schools. 

 
Mercy Whole School Mass – Thursday 7th September 

Next Thursday starting at 9.30am, the school community will be gathering to celebrate  the feast of Our Lady of 

Mercy and the important history of the Sisters of Mercy in our school and local communities.   We will be 
celebrating this important occasion in the St Patrick’s Church, Camperdown and parents and members of our 

broader school community are welcome to join us.  With 520 staff and students, it will be quite tight, so I 
encourage guests to arrive early. 

 

Safety at our Bus Interchanges 
Mercy Regional College attracts students from right across our district with some students travelling for more 

than 90 minutes each morning and afternoon.  As such, we are heavily reliant on the local bus interchanges 
where students change buses; these bus interchanges are mostly located at government schools with students 

are under the supervision of the local school staff. Therefore, it has been concerning and a little disappointing to 

have had a number of phone calls recently from local bus coordinators about the conduct of some students at 
these interchanges.  



 

Students need to be reminded that travel on buses is a privilege not a right and that poor behavior 

on buses or while waiting for buses can result in them being removed from a bus for short or 
extended period. 

 
On a different bus related matter, I recently recent the following email from Cobden Technical School regarding 

the safe drop off and pick up of students by parents: 
Could parents who are collecting and dropping their children off at the Cobden Technical School do the following: 

1. Drive at 15kmph or less whilst in the school yard. 

2. Cars are not permitted to drive past Johno’s Shed car park area. They are not to   drive through the bus pick 
up and drop off area. 

 
Parent Teacher Interviews 

A reminder to all parents and families that our semester two Parent-Teacher Interviews will be held on Wednesday 

13th September from 4.15 – 8.30pm with appointments able to booked through the Parent Access Module (PAM).  
The evening will start a little later than normal as staff are gathering for afternoon tea to farewell Mr James Castles 

ahead of his move to the Kimberley. 
 

2018 Cambodia Immersion 
It was with some pleasure that the College confirmed this week that the 2018 Cambodia Immersion trip would 

proceed.  The trip is arranged under the guidance of provider Destination Dreaming and will include at least 

twelve Year 9 – 11 students and Mrs. Jo Saunders and Mrs. Kellie Wilson.  Students and families who remain 
interested in the trip are free to contact the College for an information pack.  

 
Staff and Student Activities 

There is an enormous number of activities going on at the moment and in the next couple of weeks at the 

College, these include: 
 Last week’s highly successful Instrumental Music Night that was held in the Middle School building.  The 

talent, determination and growth on display was remarkable and a testament to the skill of our 

instrumental music teachers.  Congratulations to all involved and especially to coordinator, Mrs . Janet 

Backhous as well as her support staff, Mr. Brendon Norman, Mr. Tony Forbes and ex-student, 

Christopher Barks. 

 Today, both campuses are awash in green as the College’s awareness and fundraising campaign to 

support Muscular Dystrophy reaches a climax. 

 Earlier this week, more than 80 prospective Year Seven students enjoyed their first official day at Mercy 

Regional College.  Their excitement and energy was great to see.  It was also excellent to have the 

current Year 7 & 8 students at the College’s McAuley Campus for the day. 

 Congratulations to those senior students who facilitated last week’s community lunch at the Uniting 

Church. 

 Year 9 & 10 students had an excellent presentation this week from the Commonwealth Bank on all 

aspects of the world of money as a young adult – tax, pay scales, penalty rates, housing, etc. 

 This morning, all Year 11 students will travel up to the Benedictine Monastery as part of their Year 11 

Religious Education unit on sacred places. 

 

All the best to all fathers for Sunday, 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

  



 
Battlefields Report 

Mr. Lachie Lee 

 
We are now only two weeks until departure and we are getting very excited! We will depart by bus from McAuley Campus 

and fly out during the afternoon. After transfer in Bangkok, we will arrive in Paris at 7.00am and begin our visit to Europe and 

the battlefields with a sightseeing tour of the wonderful city of Paris. This begins a tour that will allow the students to follow in 

the footsteps of their forebears who travelled to France during the Great War from the other side of the world. We will do so in 

much greater comfort than the Australians did in 1917, but our experience will give us some idea of their journey. 

 

The students have been doing some research on soldiers who came from their family or their community and I thought that I’d 

share some of those stories in this newsletter. Isaac Kenna has researched his ancestor William Harris who was killed at 

Polygon Wood near Ypres at some time on the 26-28 September 1917. William had come from The Sisters and his name is on 

the old school memorial that is now housed in The Sisters’ Hall. William has no known grave. We visit Polygon Wood which, 

under the trees, still bears the scars of this terrible battle in which the Australians were involved. His name is with those of 

54,000 other soldiers of the Commonwealth commemorated on the Menin Gate. 

 

James Moloney has been researching his ancestor Michael Cronin who was killed in action on 27 August 1917 and is buried at 

The Huts Cemetery. We will visit his grave as part of the tour and pay our respects on behalf of his descendants and our 

community. Bella Giblin is researching the ancestor of family friends. Sydney Alfred Florey was born in Kempsey NSW and 

was killed in action at Villers Bretonneux in June 1918. He is buried at the Villers Bretonneux Military Cemetery which is also 

the site of the Australian War Memorial in France. This memorial bears the names of 11,000 Australians who died in France 

and have no known grave. 

 

We will visit these 

memorials and pause to pay 

tribute to these people, their 

families and communities 

and to remember the 

sacrifice that they made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Last Monday we had a meeting of the tour group with members of the Terang RSL at the Terang RSL clubrooms. We saw a 

short film created by Steve Bloxham that showed the area of the New Buttes Cemetery at Polygon Wood.  Jarrod Lee, an ex-

student of Mercy, spoke about his recent trek on the Kokoda Track. The challenges of this particular battlefield are still very 

much in evidence. Australians have served their country literally all over the world. 

 



Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 

Students involved in upcoming Career Events 
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to attend upcoming Career Events in 
Agriculture: 
 
Defying the Drift (25th – 27th September) – Hannah Whytcross. 
 
Warrnambool Cheese & Butter Adrian Meade Dairy Innovation Program (2nd – 6th October) – Max Bond 
and Hannah Whytcross. 
 

 Defying the Drift is a Rotary-sponsored Program designed to empower young people to identify and 
explore agriculture and agribusiness career opportunities, build communication skills and develop 
career enhancing networks. 

 The WC&B Adrian Meade Dairy Innovation Program is a five-day structured workplace learning 
opportunity for Year 10 and 11 students to learn about career pathways in the dairy industry supply 
chain. 

 
 
Year 9 students preparing for Work Experience as Year 10 students in 2018 
The Year 10 Work Experience dates for next year are from Monday 12th to Friday 16th February, 2018. 
 
The relevant forms are available from Mrs. Joanne Roberts in the office, or can be downloaded from the 
MRC Careers Website (careers.mercy.vic.edu.au). 
 
All Work Experience forms must be handed in to the office by Friday 3rd November, 2017, but it 
would be a good idea to have these completed and submitted prior to that date. 
 
If any student requires assistance in organising their Work Experience, they should catch up with Mr. 
Baker or Mrs. Phillips, as soon as possible. 
 
 
Resources available for Year 12 students planning to undertake Tertiary Studies 
There is information on selecting university courses, scholarships and accommodation available through 
the ‘careers.mercy.vic.edu.au’ website, under the heading:  Important Info.>Careers Newsletter. 
The latest Career News is also available in this section of the website. 
 

 



 

  



 

Deakin Power of Engineering Day 
Zayle Easton-Bylykbashi 

 
On Thursday the 17th August, I along with 7 other students attended “the power of 

engineering” day hosted by Deakin University. The event took place at Timboon P-12, 

during the event we went through two workshops, one involve building a bridge that could 

support weights, while the other involved using materials such as; rocks, sand, gravel etc. 

to make a water filter. Once we had finished at Timboon we were bussed to the 

Warrnambool Cheese & Butter factory, where we had a lengthy discussion with some 

engineers that worked at the factory. 

 

In conclusion, the day as a whole was fun and interesting. 

 

Thanks to Mr. Jared Lynn for attending the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
Wednesday 6th September 

 Junior Basketball 
 

Thursday 7th September 
 Whole School Mass 9:30am 

 
Wednesday 13th September 

 P/T/S Interviews 
 

Thursday 14th September 
 Grandparents/Special Persons Day 10am @ O’Keeffe Campus 

 Oratory Competition 
 

Friday 15th September 
 Battlefields Tour commences 

 
Monday 18th September 

 GWR Athletics 
 

Tuesday 19th September 
 Board Meeting 

 
Thursday 21st September 

 McAuley Cup Junior Football 
 

Friday 22nd September 
 Term 3 concludes 

 

 

 

WANTED 
 

As part of the VCAL sustainability project we are asking for 
donations of potted herbs such as Rosemary, Chives or Mint. If 

anyone in the community has any of these herbs that they can pot 
up and donate to us, could you please contact the College office on 

5593 2011. 
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Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn 
program. Through this program we will be able to get new educational 
resources for our school/early learning centre – and all we need you to do 
is shop for your groceries at Woolworths. 
 
From Wednesday 26th July to Tuesday 19th September or while stock lasts, 
we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers.  You will get one 
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, 
tobacco and gift cards). Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a 
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the 
Sticker Sheet can be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school or 
at your local Woolworths.  

At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new 
equipment. The range is extensive and offers lots of items ideal for our 
students – including resources for Maths, English, Science and some 
fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, Sport and for our library. 
 
If you’d like to know more visit www.woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 
 
 

 

  

http://www.woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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