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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2017 
“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The start of this newsletter reflects my recent trip with Mercy students and staff to the Battlefields of the First 
World War in France and Belgium.  As a prayer, I return to the famous poem, “In Flanders Fields” written by 
Canadian doctor, Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae in May 1915.  The poem itself was written in memory of a close 
friend of McCrae’s who was killed in the second battle of Ypres. 
 
In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies grow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
 
This sombre poem captures both the indomitable human spirit that remains across the fields and low rolling hills of 
the Western Front as well as the desolation of a place that saw the pointless loss of countless young lives. 
One hundred years after the Great War, these sites remain significant sites of pilgrimage for young and older 
people alike; they are visited by visitors from Europe, North America and from the other side of the globe, Australia 
and New Zealand.  Hundreds of thousands of graves (named and unnamed) dot the landscape, impeccably 
maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission with each cemetery, large and small, identical in their 
formality and simplicity. 
 
Our Battlefields trip was bookended by time in two of the world’s great cities, Paris and London, yet the highlights 
of the two weeks away were the visits to dozens of Commonwealth cemeteries where our students paid homage to 
relatives and family friends who had served and often perished in these fields. 
 
A sincere thank you to the students and staff who shared this time away but especially to Mr. Lachie Lee whose 
inspiration, knowledge and leadership made the trip so memorable. 
 
 
 
 



 
The grave of my great-great uncle 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2018 Year 12 Student Leaders 
This week, I have enjoyed speaking with those students who have been elected as the Mercy Regional College 
Year 12 Student Leaders for 2018.  Congratulations to all students who nominated for a position, the speeches and 
interviews that followed were excellent. 
 
The student leader investiture will take place next Friday 20th October in the de Chantal Stadium commencing at 
11.15am.  All parents, families and friends are warmly invited to attend.  To accommodate the whole school 
assembly, all Year 7 & 8 classes will be held at our McAuley Campus next Friday with students receiving specific 
details from their homeroom teachers next week. 
 
 
School Captains 
Edward Lee 
Polly Moloney 
 
Vice Captains 
Jazmine Negrello 
Joshua Newcombe 
 
 
 

Executive 
Abbey Vines 
Tate Tregea-Copeland 
Hollie Castledine 
Eliza Johnstone 
 
Social Justice Captain 
Tate Tregea-Copeland 
 
 

House Captains: 
 
Markey 
Emily Jansen van Beek 
Jack Smith 
 
Frayne 
Ebony Davis 
Sarae Hickey 
 

Tindley 
Libby Moloney 
Bella Giblin 
 
Ryan 
Eliza Johnstone 
Sian Jehu 
 

Class of 2017 
On Wednesday 25th October, we will have the opportunity to farewell Mercy Regional College’s class of 2017. The 
day is always both exciting and emotional. As has been the case in recent years, it will include a mix of homeroom 
and Year 12 time as well as the annual Mercy’s Got Talent competition and the Year 12 Final Assembly. 
 
Parents, family members and friends are warmly invited to join us for the afternoon’s assembly that is always a 
highlight of the day.  It will begin at 1.30pm in the de Chantal Stadium. As part of this, O’Keeffe students will be 
bussed across to Camperdown at recess and will depart from McAuley Campus at the end of the day. 
 
Although the next week and a half is a very exciting time for our Year 12 students, it is also important for them to 
remember that their VCE exams are just around the corner and that any celebrations marking the end of formal 
schooling must be balanced by the need to effectively use the seven days of study available before the English 
exam. Year 12 students are also reminded that they need to maintain the excellent standards of behavior that 
have been demonstrated throughout this year and that any instances of disrespect to students, staff or school 

property will be regarded most seriously.  Participation in next month’s Year 12 Graduation is contingent on 
finishing Year 12 in the manner expected of all Mercy Regional College students 
 
Student and Staff Activities 
This week has seen a couple of significant activities across the school: 
 
 Congratulations to those school and local community members who participated in last Sunday’s Lake-To-Lake 

Fun Run.  The morning was blessed with good weather and the run or walk was an excellent way to start the 

day and to signal the end of the school holidays.  Thanks to all of the student leaders, staff and, especially 

coordinator Mr. Darren Cheeseman for putting together such a well-run event. 

 Over the last three days, Melbourne has hosted the Year 9 camp with students undertaking a variety of 

activities in and around the CBD. Congratulations to all students as your behaviour and enthusiasm was 

exemplary with staff involved commenting on how enjoyable the three days were. 

 
 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
  



 

TERM 4, 2017 
 

Monday 16th October 
 Minyip Clay Shoot 

 
Tuesday 17th October 
 MRC Board Meeting 

 
Wednesday 18th October 

 Super 8s Cricket 
 

Friday 20th October 
 2018 Student Leaders Investiture 

 
Wednesday 25th October 

 Year 12s Final Day 
 Mercy’s Got Talent 
 Year 12 Assembly 

 
Friday 20th October 

 State Table Tennis Junior Competition 
 

Tuesday 31st October 
 French Day – O’Keeffe Campus 

 
Wednesday 1st November 
 VCAA Exams Commence 

 
Friday 3rd November 

 Year 9 Work Experience Forms Due Back 
 

Monday 6th November 
 Board Holiday 

 
Tuesday 7th November 
 Melbourne Cup Holiday 

 
Tuesday 14th November 

 Year 7 Retreat 
 

Wednesday 15th November 
 Mercy Arts Afternoon/Evening & Car Raffle Drawn 

 
Tuesday 21st November 
 MRC Board Meeting 

 
Tuesday 28th November 

 Year 7, 2018 Orientation Day @ O’Keeffe Campus 
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Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 

 
Scholarships and Cadetships 2018 
 
Rural Chances Scholarships for Apprentices and Trainees 
Rural Chances Scholarships for Apprentices and Trainees are available. For more information, please see attached 
flyer. 
 
Francis Gregory Scholarship 
The Francis Gregory Foundation is offering two scholarships for current Year 12 students who intend to study an 
undergraduate course at university in 2018. The scholarship provides $6000 per year for the term of the 
undergraduate study. The student must be from a farming family whose income derives from primary production. 
For information, contact Jennifer Deppeler, Francis Gregory Foundation, 03 5625 4177, info@francisgregory.org.au 
 
Gardiner Dairy Scholarship 
Gardiner Dairy Foundation is proud to offer tertiary scholarships of $10,000 per annum to four people residing in 
Victorian dairy communities, commencing studies in 2018 to pursue a career that will either directly benefit the 
dairy industry and/or benefit dairy communities. For more information, please see the attached flyer. 
 
Scholarship supporting women in Surveying – RMIT 
Geomatic Technologies is now offering a scholarship for women studying surveying or geospatial science at RMIT 
University to encourage young females to enter the profession. 
Scholarship Name: Geomatic Technologies Women in Geospatial Scholarship 
Value: $8000 per year for the duration of the program 
Who can apply: Women commencing semester 1 or 2 of the Bachelor of Science (Geospatial Science) (Honours) or 
Bachelor of Applied Science (Surveying) (Honours) in 2018. 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/blog/geomatic-technologies-women-geospatial-scholarship/ 
 
Year 12 Cadetship Opportunity 
Applications for the 2017 Doxa Cadetship Program are now open. This is a program that offers students support 
during their undergraduate degree, by providing financial assistance, skilled mentors, professional training and 
relevant industry work placement Interested students should collect an information booklet from the Careers Room. 
Applications are made via this link 
http://doxa.force.com/DoxaCadetshipProgram 
 
Attention Year 11 Students - Year 12 Scholarship 2019 
Tuckwell Scholarship, Australia National University: Applications for the Tuckwell Scholarship open to Year 12 
students in March 2018 for the 2019 intake. The scholarship is worth approximately $22 000 per year for the 
length of the degree and is for community minded high achievers. Current Year 11 students can start preparing for 
the application process now by reading about the scholarship at the following link http://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/  
 
Need some help with your study 
Deakin University has a digital content hub that has lots of interesting articles including: 

 How to beat exam study and stress 

 Six ways to make the most of your study breaks 

 How to organize your study sessions 

 Effective ways to memorise for exams 
http://bit.ly/2dh11BK 
 
Career News 
The latest Career News and Year 12 Resource material is available through the link on the Careers Section (under 
Important Info.) of the MRC Website Homepage. 
 
 
 

mailto:info@francisgregory.org.au
http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/blog/geomatic-technologies-women-geospatial-scholarship/
http://doxa.force.com/DoxaCadetshipProgram
http://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/
http://bit.ly/2dh11BK
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WCB ADRIAN MEADE DAIRY INNOVATION PROGRAM 
During the school holidays, Year 10 

students Hannah Whytcross and Max 

Bond took part in Warrnambool Cheese 

and Butter’s five-day Adrian Meade 

Dairy Innovation Program, along with 

four other students selected by interview 

from around WCB’s milk supply region. 

 

This program shows students the many 

interesting careers available across the 

entire dairy industry supply chain and 

training pathways into these careers. 

 

The program started on Monday 2 

October at WCB’s Allansford factory 

looking at milk processing, the product 

range, quality assurance, transport and logistics processes. This was followed by a four-day tour of the 

supply chain, visiting six WCB supplier farms, the Ridley feed mill at Terang, Dairy Australia in 

Melbourne, visits with WCB’s retail and international sales staff, and seeing export processes in action at 

the Port of Melbourne. 

 

Max and Hannah are pictured here (back right and front right) with the WCB Adrian Meade Program 

participants, enjoying their time in Melbourne. 

 

The program also visited Deakin University in Warrnambool to look at the upcoming Food and 

Agribusiness major in the commerce degree, Federation University in Ballarat to look at Food 

Technology courses, and University of Melbourne to look at pathways into agriculture and veterinary 

courses. 

 

On the final afternoon of the program, students presented to parents and WCB management and staff 

about their experience on the program, and were presented with certificates by General Manager, Milk 

Supply, Anthony Cook. 

 

Hannah was keen to take part to see the different careers that dairy farming provides. She particularly 

enjoyed meeting members of a family farm near Ballarat who are passionate about their crops and 

pastures, and preparing and showing dairy cattle. Hannah has plans to be a Jillaroo for couple of years 

and then to either milk for her parents or buy her own farm to run dairy or beef.  She plans to complete 

Certificate III and IV and a Diploma of Agriculture. 

 

‘The best part of this program is meeting like-minded kids my own age who have a passion for farming’, 

Hannah says. 

 

Max was also very interested to see the different careers the dairy industry provides. ‘The best part about 

this program was seeing how other farms operate’, he says. Like Hannah, Max also plans to complete 

Certificate III and IV and a Diploma of Agriculture. 
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Mental HealthFoundation Launch and Expo 
Mrs. Mel Brisbane 
 
On Monday 9th October, Oceia Hahn and William Kealley, alongside their parents and teacher Mrs. Brisbane, 
attended the Mental Health Foundation of Australia Launch and expo at Federation Square in Melbourne. 
 
The evening was an opportunity to congratulate the two year seven students whom had entered a Schools 
Creative Writing competition. This competition was Australia wide and both students did very well. Oceia received 

Third prize for her entry and William received First prize for his. The night also included guest Health ministers 
whom stressed the importance of KINDNESS and UNDERSTANDING and looking out for others in their address. 
 
Extracts from the student’s poems: 
 

Oceia Hahn poem titled:  'I know' 
 
You may flaws, 
But, so do I. 
The word of flawless, 
Is just a lie. 

 
 

William Kealley's visual poem titled: ‘A chat with the monsters in my closet’ 
 
I feel safest in the darkest of places 
I ran back home into the arms of the only person I know 
He demands, and I give, he is a wild fire. 
He is hard to control he doesn’t understand me. 
the only person I know is myself. 
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Junior Oratory Competition 
Melissa Brisbane – Classroom Teacher 

 

On Thursday 14th September O’Keeffe campus held their Annual Junior School Oratory Competition. 
Congratulations must go to the overall winner - Oceia Hahn for her view on ‘A life lived in fear is a life 
half lived.’ 
 
The Encouragement award was awarded to Edward Guthrie for his personal encounter on ‘Life isn’t 
always easy, but that is how we grow.’ Fellow finalists from the campus included Grace Van Eck, Lauren 
Ryan, Sarah McSween and Tamara Giblett. 
 
This year our judges of Mayor Jo Beard, Principal of St. Thomas’ Ben Van De Camp and Frayne Public 
Speaking judge and Mercy Regional College teacher Chamon Vogels, all witnessed a high level of caliber 
and their decision wasn’t an easy one. 
 
Congratulations must also go to all the students and their teachers whom worked extremely hard in 
their English classes in preparation for the day. 
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Congratulations 
 

Hamish McConachy completed Year 12 at Mercy in 2016. He applied to the Army in the middle of that 
year and had been accepted prior to the end of his school year. Hamish then worked with Colac 
landscaper, Paul Mahony of Turtle Landscapes, until his enlistment date on 18th July, 2017  
 
Hamish successfully completed his basic training at Kapooka Recruit Training Base, Wagga Wagga, 
NSW, culminating in him being awarded the (Cameron) Baird, VC, MG Award for Most Outstanding 
Soldier at his March Out Parade on Friday 6th October, 2017.  
 
March Out Parade and presentation of award ceremony was attended by very proud parents Andrew 
and Karen McConachy and younger brother Angus (who is currently a Year 12 student at Mercy). Also in 
attendance were his grandparents Geoff and Annette Williamson and uncle and aunt Malcolm and 
Sandra McConachy.  
 
Hamish, a proud cadet with the Colac 34th Army Cadet Unit, reached the highest possible rank of 
Warrant Officer.  Hamish has known his whole life that a military career was his life path.  He is 
testament that if you know what you want, with hard work, you can achieve it. 
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Battlefields Report 
Mr. Lachie Lee 

 

The 2017 France and Belgium Battlefields Tour was held over two weeks from 15th September. Our touring party of thirty-five 

students and adults visited the World War One battlefields of the Somme in France and Ypres in Belgium. We visited the sites 
and memorials that are significant to the Australian experience of the First World War. Nearly fifty thousand Australians died 

on the Western Front of the Great War from 1916 until November 1918. The presence of these Australians is still very real and 

our group saw much evidence of how well their efforts are regarded. 

 

Importantly, our group made very real connections with our forebears through research projects of family members or members 

of the community who served or died in the First World War. We visited cemeteries where these people are buried or the 

memorials where they are remembered if they have no known grave. In some cases, we were the first family or friends to visit 

these graves and the pilgrimages were quite emotional at times. Some of these sites are in quiet, out of the way spots and are 

peaceful, beautiful places. We also 

visited the sites of the terrible 

costly battles in which the 
Australians fought, some of them 

disasters and some triumphs. This 

tour certainly opens our eyes to the 

great, enduring sacrifices of war. 

 

I’d like to congratulate and thank 

the members of our 2017 tour 

group whose whole-hearted 

engagement with the project made 

it so successful. As a group, we 

investigated forty soldiers and 

nurses who served in the Great 
War. Their story is ours and it helps 

us to make a very real connection 

with the lives of those who came 

before us. 

 

Over the remainder of the year I 

will include other stories and 

photos of the 2017 Battlefields 

Tour in the newsletter. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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COBDEN JUNIOR TENNIS 
Registration Day is to be held on 

Saturday 21st October 
at Cobden Recreation Reserve 

between 10am - 11am 
We are taking names for beginners in ANZ Hot Shots, 

C Grade Coaching and Competition. 
More information about each of these will be available on the day or 

contact Michelle deBie on 0408 175 662 
or Sharyn Finlayson on 0409 253 727. 
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TIMBOON & DISTRICT TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
 

Junior Tennis 
Junior tennis seedings to be held at 

Timboon Recreation Reserve 
On Saturday 14th October at 9.30 a.m. 
All players wanting to play to attend. 

Competition starts Saturday 21st October 
Any interested players unable to attend seedings 

To contact Tanya Delaney on 5598 5421 or 0429 985 421 
 

Senior Tennis 
Senior tennis seedings 

Saturday 14th October at 1.00 p.m. to be held at the 
Timboon Recreation Reserve 

New Season Starts Saturday 21st October 
All Senior players wishing to play are to attend 

A meeting to organise teams will be held after seedings. 
If unable to attend please contact  

Katrina Currell 55983 443 or 0439 995 010 
Corry Kerr 5598 3437 or 0409 983 498 

 

 

TERANG ATHLETIC CLUB 
The Terang Athletic Club’s season will begin on the 

first Wednesday of Term 4 (October 11th) 
at the Terang Recreational Ground from 4.00-4.45 
This involves coaching by Jill Mckenzie (sprints) and 

Anthony O’Connor (middle-long distance.) 
Children must be in at least Grade 3. 

Personal Best meeting are held every 3-4 weeks. 
Coaching takes place in 4th term and 1st term. 

Registration forms will be available with costs for the 2 terms at: 
Adults: $20 

Students from Year 3-12- $10 
Families-$30 

Jill McKenzie 0418 175 599 
 
 


