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ISSUE 4-3             Monday, 13th November, 2017 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2017 

“Through the Mercy tradition we seek to act with love, fairness, tolerance and compassion to all”. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Over the past few days, warm sunshine and blue skies have heralded the arrival of an early summer and the 
chance to enjoy quality time outside and in the garden.  This week’s prayer celebrates the arrival of summer: 

 
A Summer Blessing 
May you walk with God this summer 
In whatever you do wherever you go. 
Walking with God means… 
Walking with honesty and with courage, 
Walking with love and respect 
And concern for the feelings of others. 
May you talk to God this summer 
And every day and in every situation. 
Talking with God means… 
Praying words of praise for the beauty of creation 
Saying prayers of thanks for friends and good times, 
Asking God’s help in all your decisions 
Expressing sorrow when you have failed. 
May you talk with God every day. 
Amen.     Author unknown 
 
Arts Night and Car Raffle Draw 

This Wednesday evening (15th November) promises to be an exciting one with the opportunity for students, 
parents, families, staff and friends within the Mercy community invited to attend our annual College Arts Night in 

the de Chantal Stadium, Camperdown. Work from across Years 7 – 12 is on display and I am always inspired by 

the creativity and talent of the young people whose work is seen. 
 

This year, all College staff will be in attendance and the evening will include a free BBQ for all who come along.  
The College’s Art and Technology staff have worked very hard to make the evening a showpiece and I hope their 

work is supported by the presence of many students, families and friends of the College. 

 
This year, the Arts Night will be open from 4.00pm – 7.00pm with the aim of allowing more students and families 

to view the work on display.  Students who wish to stay on after school on Wednesday will be permitted to do so.  
At 6.30pm, the annual car raffle will be drawn. 
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Visit to McAuley Campus by BDSAC 
On Friday, Mercy’s McAuley Campus hosted members of the Ballarat Diocesan Schools Advisory Council (BDSAC).  

The role of the BDSAC is to provide advice to the Bishop of Ballarat on all matters associated with diocesan 
education and the council includes Bishop Paul Bird, staff from the CEO Ballarat, primary and secondary school 

principals and parent representatives. Friday’s visit included a tour of the campus, morning tea with Mercy staff, 

meetings as well as a visit to St Patrick’s PS. 
 

 
 

End of Year Examinations and Graduation 
This week sees our Year 11 & 12 students moving into their third week of VCAA examinations with many students 

finishing their exam period.  Congratulations for the diligent approach they have brought to their studies both at 
home and when preparing at school. 

 
Year 11 students move into their Unit 1 & 2 exams at the end of this week ahead of the transition into Unit 3 

subjects next week.  I encourage all Year 11 students to bring the experiences they have had through recent VCAA 

exams to these end of year assessments. 
 

The 2017 Year 12 student cohort will complete their time at Mercy Regional College next Thursday 23rd November 
with Graduation Mass at St Thomas’ Church, Terang followed by the Graduation dinner at Kolora Noorat FNC. 

 

End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
As was the case in 2016, the College’s of Year Thanksgiving Mass and Awards is a daytime event.  This change 

reflected our desire to enable all students (Year 7 – 11) to be a part of the celebration as well as giving those 
parents and family members who can join us during the day the opportunity to do so.  Each Mercy Regional 

College family will receive an invitation in the next couple of weeks but the celebration will be held on 
Wednesday 6th December at St Thomas’ Church, Terang starting at 12.15pm. 

 

Student Activities 
With the year’s classes heading towards end of year assessments, a number of co-curricular activities have 

occurred in recent weeks: 
 The final day of October saw the Campus’ Language program celebrated with a morning dedicated to 

French across all classes.  French performances, special food, class-based activities and a dress up 

competition brought joie de vivre to all. 

 Cricket and basketball interschool competitions saw Mercy students moving to state and regional finals in 

future weeks. 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
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French Day 
Mrs. Chamon Vogels 
 
Mercy Regional College was a sea of blue, white and red in Noorat yesterday as the staff and students celebrated 

their inaugural French day. 
 

The day opened and closed with MRC Year 7 student William Keally singing the famous French songs ‘La vie Rose’ 
and the national anthem ‘Les Marseillaise’ 

acapella style. 

 
Melbourne theatre company ‘Cultural Infusion’ put on an exciting performance with their show ‘Vive la France’ 

whilst Simpson Snails bought along freshly harvested gastropods for the hesitant few to try.  
 

Le crepe man was very popular where he managed to dish out in excess of 100 crepes and there were also more 

hands on activities for the students to enjoy including a novelty waiter sprint and snail races.  
 

Mercy Regional College’s Head of the Languages domain and Teacher Mrs. Chamon Vogels said the half day event 
was a wonderful opportunity to engage their students and staff in ‘all things French’ and create excitement about 

their French program. 

 
“The day was organised as a result of the school wanting to promote French across our school community and 

enhance student learning through cultural immersion,” she said. 
“Language learning is difficult at any age so it is nice to showcase the European culture and let our students 

immerse in the French arts from music and language to food and fashion.” 
 

According to Mrs Vogels, the Languages French curriculum was only reintroduced to the school three years ago 

after the previous language teacher retired but the school was now building ‘a healthy momentum’ with the French 
curriculum now being offered to VCE level. 

 
“Giving students an opportunity to learn about another culture, geography, history and language is invaluable and 

language learning also promotes cognitive benefits including increasing intelligence, memory and concentration 

skills.” 
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O’Keeffe News 
 
Today O’Keeffe held a Remembrance Service where Yr.7s Carly Newcombe sang ‘I still call Australia Home’ and then 
their 2nd last assembly followed on afterwards. 
 
Victorian Premier’s reading Challenge awards were given out – The Champions for 2017 were Yr.8s Ayla Lenehan, and 
Year 7s Lily Wade. Many students were awarded with the Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians. After these 
awards, an Oaks Day themed hat competition run by Mel Brisbane were judged by Yr.8 Girl House Captains. 
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Sports News 
 
Our Year 7 Girls, and Year 8 boys travelled to Ballarat last Monday to play in the GWR Basketball competition with 
other Regional winners. 
 
Our girls won all their games, and go onto the State Finals in Melbourne on the 21st November, while our boys won 3 
out of 4 games, coming equal 1st with 2 other schools, but narrowly missing out on a percentage count back. 
 
Thank you to coaches Lily Lourey and Simon Harkness (student teacher), and Matt Harkin for driving the bus on the 
day. 
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William MacDonald, Issac Welsh join National Premier League under 18 side North Geelong Warriors 

 
Noorat's William MacDonald and Warrnambool's Isaac Welsh will play in the National Premier League under 18s. 

 

A PAIR of south-west teenagers born on the same day are taking the same path on the soccer pitch. 
Noorat’s William MacDonald and Warrnambool’s Isaac Walsh will team up for National Premier League under 18 

side North Geelong Warriors in 2018. It will be the first time the duo – born on May 28, 2001 in Sunshine and 
Warrnambool respectively – will run out on the same team. 

 

They were picked after impressing during an intensive selection process and will now train up to three nights a 
week ahead of the 40-week long season which starts in February. MacDonald, who has played for the Warriors at 

under 15 and under 16 levels said the NPL under 18 competition would be high intensity. 
 

North Geelong plays in the 16-team west conference. 

 
“Essentially it’s a national youth program for youth soccer in Australia, so it’s the Victorian branch of the system,” 

he said. “It’s just a good youth competition to learn and build your skills.” 
 

MacDonald moved to Noorat from Melbourne four years ago with his family, including dad Paul who grew up in the 
small farming community. He played two seasons of football with Warrnambool and District league club Kolora-

Noorat before deciding to put all of his focus into soccer. 

 
The Mercy Regional College student (William MacDonald) will play at centre-back for North Geelong. “It’s addictive 

and fun to play,” MacDonald said. 
 

Emmanuel College student Welsh hopes to play as a striker or right-midfielder in his first NPL season. 

His experience includes seven years as a junior with Ballarat and District Soccer Association club Warrnambool 
Rangers. “It’s the closest club so I thought it was the best option, plus I knew Will was there and I’d heard a lot of 

good things about it,” Welsh said. 
 

 
 

William MacDonald and Isaac Welsh 
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Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Year 10 Discover Deakin Day – 24th October 

‘Discover Deakin’ at Warrnambool was an experiential day for the students and provided them with a taste of 

university life. The students heard from a keynote speaker before participating in two workshops, or tours of their 
choice. 

 
Report (Brooke Cecil) 
On Tuesday the 24th of October, the year 10 students were invited to Deakin University’s ‘Discover Deakin Day.’ 
This program looked at many different career pathways and gave us an insight into university life at Deakin.  
On arrival, we were warmly welcomed and led into the lecture room where we listened to an extremely 
informative speaker, Dr. Marion Steel, Senior Lecturer in Industry Engagement at Deakin University. The lecturer 
explored the idea of choosing a career and not necessarily just a job. Did you know that in a person’s average 
lifetime they will have eight different jobs! 
From here on we split into our respective groups from marine biology to a campus tour, they offered the lot! We 
got the chance to engage in a hands-on experience which was highly valuable. After a healthy and delicious lunch, 
we got the chance to participate in one more activity. From here on we were farewelled from an informative and 
worthwhile day, which is sure to help many students decide their future career. 
Getting a taste of each course was highly beneficial. There was positive chatter amongst the students on the way 
home indicating how valuable this day was. It is highly recommended by many, a fascinating experience from 
which all the students took plenty away. 
 
Report (Imogen Marsland) 
Discover Deakin Day in Warrnambool was an informative and eye opening opportunity. We had various choices 
of what fields we wanted to investigate and explored the careers Deakin Warrnambool has to offer. It has given 
many of us an insight into what career paths we are able to study close to home. For me, it has given me a better 
understanding of what medical fields I am able to pursue at Deakin. In two years’ time, I will be finishing school 
and making decisions of where and what I wish to study, Deakin Warrnambool is definitely an option. 
 
Report (Ella Gleeson) 
The Discover Deakin day was something that I recommend all students attend, as this day made my future 
options clearer. My eyes were opened to new areas of study that I had never really thought about before. We 
also had the chance to meet people who worked in the areas we had selected to look at, people like lecturers, 
professors and students. It gave all students a better understanding of skills and knowledge needed to make our 
futures easier. Discover Deakin is a fun and engaging way to take a closer look at uni life and what opportunities 
are open to us in the future. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Career News 
The latest Career News and Year 12 Resource material is available through the link on the Careers Section (under 

Important Info.) on the MRC Website Homepage. 
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Remembrance Day Assembly @ McAuley 
Campus 
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TERM 4, 2017 
 

Tuesday 14th November 
 Year 7 Retreat 

 
Wednesday 15th November 

 Mercy Arts Afternoon/Evening & Car Raffle Drawn 
 Unit 2 Outdoor Ed - 3 Day Camp to Halls Gap  

 
Friday 17th November 

 Year 11 Exams 
 

Tuesday 21st November 
 MRC Board Meeting 

 
Wednesday 22nd November 

 GWR Super 8s Cricket (Year 7 Girls) 
 Unit 3 Year 11 into Year 12 Classes commence for 2 weeks 

 
Thursday 23rd November 
 Year 12 Graduation 

 
Monday 27th November 

 State Table Tennis Junior Competition 
 

Tuesday 28th November 
 Year 7, 2018 Orientation Day @ O’Keeffe 
 Year 9, 2018 Transition Day @ McAuley 

 
Thursday 30th November 
 Middle School Exams 

 
Friday 1st December 

 Middle School Exams 
 Junior Exams 

 
Thursday 7th December 
 McLeod Shield Day 

 
Monday 4th December 

 Junior Exams 
 

Wednesday 6th December 
 Year 11 Students Finish 

 
Friday 8th December 

 Term 4 concludes for Year 7 – 10 Students 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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