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ISSUE 1-1          9th February, 2018 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2018 
“Through the Mercy tradition we welcome and celebrate individual difference”. 

 

 

Welcome again to the new school year of 2018 and a special welcome to those parents and families who are new 
to the Mercy Regional College community.  Our College newsletter is published electronically every fortnight and 

provides the most important means of communication with our families and broader community. 
 

My reflection today is taken from our College Commencement Mass held today and was read by our College 

Captain, Edward Lee.  The theme of St Paul’s words to the people of Corinth is the breadth of God’s gifts given to 
us; a breadth reflected in the variety of activities detailed in this newsletter: 

 
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.” 
(1 Corinthians 12:4) 
 

Next Wednesday sees the start of the important liturgical season of Lent where Catholics are challenged to prepare 
for the Easter season.  Ash Wednesday’s solemnity provides a clear beginning for the Lenten focus on alms-giving, 

service and prayer.  Next Wednesday, Mercy staff and students will join students from St Patrick’s School at an Ash 
Wednesday liturgy at St Patrick’s Church. 

 

Staff News 
Congratulations to Matt and Claire Harkin on the arrival of their second child Maisy Maree Harkin on Monday; Maisy 

arrived in the world weighing 6 pound 14 ounces.  Fantastic news for Claire, Matt and Maisy’s sister, Sylvie. 
 

Commencement Mass and College Assembly 

As I write this article, preparations are almost complete for our Commencement Mass on Thursday that will be 
celebrated in the de Chantal Stadium by Fr Gerry and Fr Neville.  The celebration of Eucharist as a whole College 

community is a particular mark of a Catholic school and emphasises the foundations of our school community in 
the Church. 

 
Following the Mass, we had the opportunity to celebrate the outstanding student achievers across Unit 3 & 4 

subjects in 2017. 

 
I would like to congratulate the College’s two outstanding students for the year: 

 
 Sarah van der Schans who was the College’s dux achieving an ATAR score of 95.4. 

 

 Cheyenne Beaver who was awarded the College’s Year 12 Spirit of Mercy Award. 
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Sarah Van der Schans, Dr. Egberts, Cheyenne Beaver 
 

 

Congratulations to each of the students who achieved the highest mark in their Unit 3/4 subject: 
 

2017 VCE SUBJECT DUX STUDENT NAME 

Accounting Harry Cook 

English Chloe Gibson 

Biology Joshua Newcombe 

Physics Joseph Smith 

Chemistry Sarah Van der Schans 

Specialist Mathematics Sarah Van der Schans 

Mathematical Methods Sarah Van der Schans 

Literature Sarah Van der Schans 

Languages: Italian Sarah Van der Schans 

VET Equine Industry Ebony Marr 
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Food Studies Emily Van Donk 

Health and Human Development Gabrielle Beaver 

History: Revolutions Jacinta Henriksen 

VET Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) Indiana Kenna 

Legal Studies Samuel Bath 

VET Music Performance Lauren Huth 

Outdoor & Environmental Studies Nina Harris 

 Brianna Thompson 

Physical Education Kaitlin Hickey 

Product Design & Technology Dimity Moloney 

Agricultural & Horticultural Studies Erika Grant 

 Thomas Gray 

Studio Arts Ellie Gunn 

 Tara Suri 

Business Management Tara Suri 

Maths: Further Mathematics Tara Suri 

 Ripley Watt 

 Cheyenne Beaver 

Psychology Cheyenne Beaver 

 Eliza Johnstone 

 

 

 
2017 Dux of Unit 3/4 Subject Winners 
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Year 12 Leadership Group 
 

 

 
New Students in Years 8 -11: 

 
  

New & returning staff to Mercy 
 

From left to right: 
 

Claudia Lee, Denis Horne, Sarah Oakley, 

Claire Wrigley, Kristen Jensen, Stacey 
Madden. 
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Camps and Retreats 
This week and next see many students involved in extended activities beyond the classroom with Year 12 students 

on retreat and Year 11 students in 
Melbourne for three days, and Year 

7 students at Cape Bridgewater and 

Year 10 students on Work 
Experience. 

 
The initial reports I have heard 

regarding the Year 11 students’ 
time in Melbourne have been very 

positive while I was privileged to 

spend three days with our Year 12 
cohort at Norval Camp, Halls Gap. 

 
(Year 12s dressed ready for the 
formal) 
 
Our senior students were simply 

outstanding throughout their retreat contributing with enthusiasm, maturity and respect.  Of particular note was 
the affection with which they spoke of their teachers, families and friends. 

 
Presentation Ball 

The College’s annual Presentation Ball will be held at Glenormiston College on the evening of Friday 2nd March and 

rehearsals commenced for Year 11 students last week.  I would like to thank Tash Swayn and Tracey Baker for 
offering to coordinate arrangements for the night with the ever-capable Rose Henry mentoring them in this 

complex task.  Over the next two weeks, students and families will be receiving a series of letters detailing all 
arrangements for the night. 

 

Finance Committee and Board membership 
The College Board of Management is an important organisation within Mercy Regional College supporting the 

Principal and Canonical Administrators with governance and policy.  The College Board meets eight times a year in 
the evening.  The Board AGM will be held next month with up to two vacancies and I invite any parents who may 

be interested in joining the Board to contact my secretary, Mrs. Sue Bohm.  Membership of the Board needs to 

reflect our regional nature and diversity of family situations. 
 

The College Board Finance Committee supports the work of the Board and provides oversight and advice to the 
Business Manager and Principal.  We are also looking for a couple of parents who have experience or interest in 

finance and/or managements to join the Finance Committee.  It meets eight times a year after school. 
 

College Sporting Carnivals 

Good luck to all those who are a part of today's College Swimming Carnival; our sports days are an integral part of 
College life and provide all students and staff the opportunity to enjoy a day together. 

A reminder that the College Athletics Carnival will be held on Tuesday 20th March. 
 

Student Achievements 

 Port Campbell rowers. 

 Congratulations to Erin McLean and Patrick Ryan who have been awarded Spirit of ANZAC Prizes. Pat is off to 

Darwin & Singapore and Erin to Canberra later this year. Their proud parents and Mrs Tania Bruckner were in 
attendance at the presentation in Melbourne on Monday. 

 Congratulations to all students who had success at the broad range of sporting competitions held over the 

December-January break, be it in cricket, basketball, tennis, equestrian, surf life-saving or other sports. 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
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From the Assistant Principals 
Mrs. Berni Sinnott & Mrs. Claire Wrigley 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome all families back to Mercy Regional College for 2018. To our 

new families that have joined the Mercy community for the first time we look forward to working with you to 

ensure your child makes a positive start to their new school. The Year 7 students have made a fantastic start and 

appear to be settling in well to secondary school life. 

 

Parent Access Module 
The Parent Access Module is designed to provide relevant, informative, valuable and timely information about the 

academic progress of your child, along with the College calendar, daily notices, attendance record, timetable, booklist 

behavioural tracking count and also the ability to book your parent teacher interviews online. 

 

To access the Parent Access Module, go to the College Website – http://www.mercy.vic.edu.au/pam  If you have 

forgotten your username and password from 2017, please click on the Forgot Password link. New parents would 

have received their login details at the parent information night and BBQ. Once you log in, you will see the photo 

and name of your child or children. Click the photo to explore the learning areas (subject homework and 

assessment tasks) and further around the Parent Access Module. If any parents would like duel PAM accounts, 

please contact reception. 

 

It is encouraged that parents would access the Parent Access Module on a weekly or fortnightly basis throughout 

the term, and have frequent discussions with your child on their academic progress and completion of assessment 

and homework tasks. 

 

If you are having any difficulties logging in or navigating around PAM, then please contact the College office. 

 

School Diary 

All students have received their Student Diary for 2018. Included in the diary are many of the College procedures 

and expectations. We would ask that all parents take some time to look through your son/daughter’s diary and 

familiarise yourself with College expectations, particularly the section on uniform. 

 

Uniform 

Students have been reminded that socks are to plain ankle length black (boys) and white (girls). We have clearly 

explained to students that hair needs to be tied back and jewellery needs to be keep to a minimum. Female students 

are able to wear one ring, one bracelet and one set of earrings. Staff have been emphasising the importance of 

maintaining high standard by students wearing the correct uniform. 

 

Support from parents to assist in maintaining a high standard of uniform by ensuring your child has the correct 

uniform items would be appreciated. Mercy Regional College hats are also compulsory in term 1 when outside for 

recess and lunch and during PE lessons. 

 

Mobile Phones 

We acknowledge that mobile phones can be beneficial tools in society however, they can also be a distraction. 

Should students bring a mobile phone to school they will be required to place it in a box at the front of the room at 

the beginning of each lesson. This takes away the temptation to use the phone during class time. Students are not to 

make calls during the day and phones are to be away at recess and lunchtime. Any student in breach of the 

guidelines for mobile phones will have their phone confiscated and located at reception for the remainder of the 

day. 

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.mercy.vic.edu.au/pam
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Head of Senior School 
Mrs. Lesa Thornton 
 
Senior School Matters: 

As a new term begins I wish to touch on a few things that senior students may have forgotten or not been fully 

aware of till now. 
 

School times: 
The school day begins at 9:05 with homeroom and ends at 3:10pm at the end of period 6. Any late arrivals or 

early departures need to be accounted for at the main office and it would be appreciated that students (and 

parents) follow this practice as we have a duty of care for our students. A note from a parent or guardian would 
assist both the office and the teachers if for any reason a student is late or needs to leave early. 

 
Please note that ‘study’ is part of a student’s timetable is a supervised class and the expectation is that students 

will be AT school and in the room supervised by a member of staff.  
 

Driving: 

All students driving to school are asked to fill in a Driver registration form (available from the main office) and 
return the completed form prior to driving to school. 

The form must be signed by the student, parent or guardian and the Head of Senior School. 
This assists us of student movement prior to and immediately at the end of the school day.  

It is also needs to be noted students ARE NOT permitted to use their cars during the school day. Again we ask for 

parental support on this matter. 
PARKING is available over at the church/presbytery and students are asked to please park there. Please be aware 

that when you leave there are also many smaller children leaving school as well so take extra care when you leave 
please. 

 
Expectations: 

 At MRC we are aware that not all students in Years 11 and 12 necessarily desire to be at school; however, the 

expectation is that whilst a student is here they will work to the best of their ability to complete all outcomes 

required within the study and allow others the opportunity to work to the best of their abilities. 
 Attendance is of great significance when completing both VCAL and VCE. If you are not in attendance you 

may not be able to demonstrate the competency level required for the study you are enrolled. If you 

experience illness or hardship that may impact upon your attendance figures please speak to one of us on the 
Senior Leadership team. We are here to assist you. 

 If a student studying a unit 3 or 4 VCE subject is not present to complete an outcome/sac during class time, 

provision will be made for a student to complete the task after school on a WEDNESDAY if no other suitable 

time can be arranged with the subject teacher and student.  
 

Please note that outcomes/SACs need to be verified as a student’s OWN work and must be completed under 
specific conditions set by VCAA. It is not always feasible for students to complete these tasks during a study class, 

thus the provision for ‘SAC catch-up Wednesday’ 
 

If you have any concerns about this, please speak to the teacher/s concerned or Lachie Lee as Senior Head of 

Teaching and Learning or myself as Head of Senior School or Matthew Harkin - Assistant head of Senior School. 
 

Library: 
The Library at Macaulay campus is a wonderful resource and the opportunity to remain after school to study is 

available Monday to Friday till 4:30pm. It is also an opportunity for students to catch up on unfinished class work, 

assignments or a chance to catch up with a staff member if they are available. 
 

Respect: 
Should not only be about the person but also about property. We are very fortunate to have new facilities available 

to us at the Senior School and the hope would be these facilities would be treated as you would your own 

property. 
 

Please remember NO ONE should be helping themselves to another person’s bag or locker. 
 

We would ask that all students set the example for our younger students; rubbish put into the bins, sorted if we 
have recycle bins, the tables outside left clean of food and paper, common areas like corridors, classroom areas 

and furniture not be vandalised with graffiti, scuff marks on walls or food thrown at walls. 
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Camps/Retreats/Sports Days: 
Just a reminder that students are expected to attend all school organised events. Camps and retreats will involve a 

cost and if this is a concern please speak with one of the leadership team or Dr. Egberts. 
 

Sport and school sanctioned activities are part of our student’s overall development. A student may not be 

particularly athletic but the expectation is the students can support their peers and help build the supportive 
atmosphere of the College. 

 
If a student is to be absent for whatever reason please communicate this to our office. 

 
 

Many thanks, 

Mrs. Lesa Thornton 
Head of Senior School 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Head of Middle School 
Mr. Darren Cheeseman 
 
Welcome to the start of the 2018 school year. The excited Year 9s have made an excellent transition over to the 

McAuley campus and the Year 10s are enjoying their new journey up the flight of stairs every day.  
 

Next week sees our Year 10 students off to the workforce, participating in five days of Work Experience at their 

chosen organisation. The Year 9’s will be spending the week with their former campus peers as the Year 8’s travel 
to McAuley to experience learning in the Middle School Building. 

 
We would also like to take the opportunity to invite parents to our Middle School Information Night on Wednesday 

21st February. The night will commence with a light meal at 5:30pm before a presentation at 6.00pm. This is a 

great opportunity to nourish communication between all teachers and parents of students in Years 9 and 10. The 
presentation will contain helpful information regarding the changes your child will experience across years 9 and 

10, as well as the learning and welfare approaches Mercy Regional College utilizes in order to fulfill each individual 
student’s potential. The night will cover the following topics: 

 Learning strategies and engagement 

 Approaches to discipline and welfare 

 Meet and greet homeroom teachers 

 Channels of communication 

 What does a Mercy student look like? 

 Parent involvement in student learning 

 Important dates and events 

 
This is a great opportunity for parents to gain extra support in what can be a stressful period for all parents and 

children. We look forward to seeing you there and working with you all in the year ahead. 

 
In addition to the above information, Mr. Daryl Richardson will also be providing an overview of the 2018 Central 

Australia Trip for parents and students that have indicated a desire to attend this. This will be the last part of the 
evening, so any parents/students not involved with this trip will be able to depart earlier.   

 

Please don’t hesitate to make contact if there any concerns. 
 

 
Kind Regards, 

Mr. Darren Cheeseman 
Head of Middle School 
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Parents and Students 
 

are invited to attend the 

 

Middle School Information Night 
McAuley Campus, Camperdown 

 

Wednesday 21st February 
Commencing with a light meal at 5:30pm 

 
Information Session at 6pm 

 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Head of O’Keeffe Campus 
Mr. Ben Brisbane 
 
Well done to all staff, students and parents for your involvement in the positive start displayed by all 
Junior School students. Everyone has returned refreshed and re-energised to make a good start to 2018. 
Our new Year 7s have settled into Mercy Regional College in fine fashion. We are sure they will all make 
great contributions to our school. 
 
Year 7 Welcome BBQ 
We had a great turn out to our Year 7 Welcome BBQ on Monday 5th February. The weather was kind 
and it was amazing to see all the parents and children enjoying our school. It was a fantastic opportunity 
to introduce the school to all our new and returning families. We anticipate that the numbers in 
attendance will reflect the support we will receive in years to come. We all look forward to working 
together and making our students and your children achieve their dreams. 
 
Commencement Mass 
Our Commencement Mass on Thursday 8th February was our chance as a school to welcome our new 
Year 7’s to our school community. The handing out of bibles was a significant event and one used to 
symbolise their integration into Mercy regional college. 
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Students Leadership 
Our Year 8 students have the opportunity to lead O’Keeffe Campus this year. There investiture has 
begun and Junior School Captains and House Captains have started having an impact already. Our Junior 
School Captains, Lily Baker and Rory Mason led our Junior School Assembly on our first day and House 
Captains (below) were all involved in promoting their house at our swimming sports. They are a fantastic 
group and we are sure they will make a huge impact in 2018. 
 

Junior School Captains: 
Rory Mason / Lily Baker 
 
 

House Captains 
 
Tindley House Captains – Gryff Dwyer / Chloe Vick 

 
Frayne House Captains – Alex Baker / Rosie Pickles 

 
Ryan House Captains – Lachlan Hershall / May Suhan 

 
Markey House Captains – Lauren Ryan / Sarah Lane 

 
 

 
Communication 
At Mercy Regional College we are proud of our relationship and connection we have with our parent 
group. The foundation of this relationship starts at O’Keeffe Campus and we are always keen to hear 
from our families when times are tough and when things should be celebrated. Please keep us informed 
and stay in touch so that we can get to know your child best and shape their future. 
 
We all hope this year is a productive one and we are looking forward to what lies ahead. 
 
 
 
 
From the Business Manager 
Mrs. Judith Murfitt 
 

School Fee Accounts 
School Fee accounts for 2018 will be posted out to all families in the coming week. Included will be information 

detailing the different methods available for you to pay your school fee account as well as a Fee Deduction form. I 
encourage you to adhere to the timelines for payment of fees. Should you foresee difficulty in meeting the timeline, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

This provides payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports and excursions. Families holding a valid means-
tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary 

school students. Payments are made directly to the school. To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of 
a student attending a registered Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must and 

hold a valid-means-tested concession card to apply. 

 
See flyer on page 16 for more about CSEF. If you require an application form, please contact the College Office or 

you can download further information from their website at www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
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Spirit of ANZAC Competition 
 

Every year many Years 9 and 10 Mercy students enter the state-wide Spirit of ANZAC Prize. This involves 
researching some aspect of Australia’s involvement in World War I or II, the Vietnam War or more recent wars. 

 

On Monday Erin McLean (Year 11) and Patrick Ryan (Year 10) received Spirit of ANZAC Prizes from the Department 
of Premier and Cabinet. Both students entered the competition last year, and spent many hours of their own time 

preparing their entries. Erin wrote a narrative on the impact of the Vietnam War on a family, particularly the effects 
of post-traumatic stress disorder, where she incorporated the perspectives of the soldier, his mother and sister. 

Patrick used Lego to make a stop-motion film to express Australia’s involvement in World War One. He looked at 

the impact on returned soldiers, especially unemployment and Government projects like the building of the Great 
Ocean Road. This involved over thirty hours of work and was a labour of love for Pat. 

 
The Member for Broadmeadows, Frank McGuire, presented Erin and Patrick with their prizes at a ceremony at the 

Park Hyatt Hotel in Melbourne. Both students were accompanied by their parents, and Humanities teacher Mrs. 
Tania Bruckner. Erin is travelling on the Canberra Study tour during the Term 2 holidays, and Patrick will be part of 

the overseas study tour to Darwin & Singapore during the Term 1 holidays. We will publish details of their trips in 

later newsletters. 
 

We wish both students well on their travels – they will be great ambassadors for their communities and our school 
as they commemorate the involvement of Australians at war. 
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TERM 1, 2018 
 

 
Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 

Year 7 Camp 
Year 10 Work Experience 

 
Monday 19th February 
HSSSD Cricket – Senior 

 
Tuesday 20th February 

MRC Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday 21st February 
Middle School 

Information Evening (5:30pm) 
 

Friday 23rd February 
Unit 3 Outdoor Ed Excursion 

 
Wednesday 28th February 

HSSSD Swimming 
 

Friday 2nd March 
Presentation Ball 

 
Thursday 8th March 

School Photos 
 

Monday 12th March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 
Tuesday 13th March 

MRC Athletics Carnival 
 

 
Monday 19th March 

Year 10 Immunisation 
 

Tuesday 20th March 
MRC Athletics day 

MRC Board AGM Meeting 
 

Wed 21st - Fri 23rd March 
Year 8 Princetown Camp 

 
Friday 23rd March 
GWR Swimming 

 
Saturday 24th March 

Cambodia Immersion Trip Departs 
 

Tuesday 27th March 
HSSSD Athletics 

 
Thursday 29th March 

Holy Thursday 
Term 1 Concludes 

 
Friday 30th March 

Good Friday 
 

Sunday 1st April 
Easter Sunday 

 
Thursday 5th April 

Cambodia Immersion Trip returns 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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