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ISSUE 1-2          23rd February, 2018 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Our Vision 
Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2018 
“Through the Mercy tradition we welcome and celebrate individual difference”. 

 

 

Last Wednesday, the MRC and St. Patrick’s PS communities came together to celebrate the start of the Lenten 
season.  Lent provides a time of reflection for all Christians as we approach the most important time in the 

liturgical year, the Easter Triduum.  At our Ash Wednesday celebration, Fr. Neville described the three core 
requirements of Lent for those seeking a life after Christ: prayer, alms-giving and fasting.  This week’s prayer 

reflects on the start of the Lenten season 

 
 Gracious and loving God,  

As we begin our Lenten season 
may we strive to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 
May we see with his eyes those who are rejected and abandoned, 
and act with love and acceptance. 
May we hear with his ears the cries of those who are in pain and sorrow, 
and listen with compassion and understanding. 
May we love with his heart those who are different and challenging 
and show to them the face of Christ.   
Amen. 
 

Family Holidays 
Given the fact that many families in our community are directly or indirectly involved in agriculture, the normal 

holiday periods don’t always present the chance for a family holiday and/or time away.  In particular, 
December/January often are times of high activity.  Therefore, a number of Mercy Regional College families take 

family holidays during school terms.  I understand and support the need for family time and applaud those families 

who put a priority on time away together.  However, can I remind all parents that, where possible, the College 
should receive ample notification of any absences to allow teachers to plan ahead and minimise any significant 

disruptions to students’ learning.  This is particularly important for students undertaking Years 10 – 12. 
 

Presentation Ball Preparations 
For most Year 11 students and their families, the 2018 Presentation Ball is just over one week away with students 

participating in dance practices most afternoons through the past three weeks.  As has been my practice in recent 

years, I have mailed home a letter to all parents as well as speaking to all Year 11 students about the College’s 
firm policy and position with respect to after parties.  Although the Presentation Ball is a wonderful celebration for 

families and students, parties that follow later on the weekend run the grave risk ruining reputations and causing 
injury.  I must emphasise in the strongest terms that the College does not sanction or support after parties 

after any College event. 

 
Mobile Phones at school 

As most in our community are aware, there were a series of concerns around mobile phones in and out of school 
in 2017.  Following some constructive feedback from parents and staff in recent months, a number of changes 

have been made to our guidelines for mobile phones being at school.  However, our preferred position remains 

that if possible students don’t bring mobile phones to school.  These changes are detailed in an article following by 
our AP – Staff and Students, Mrs. Claire Wrigley. 
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Camps and Retreats 
As I highlighted in the last newsletter, one of the defining qualities of Mercy Regional College is the hospitality and 

good humour of our students and that these attributes are most clearly seen outside the school environment.  
Reinforcing this was the excellent reports I have received on the conduct of our Year 7 & 10 students who 

participated in the Year 7 Camp and Year 10 Work Experience last week.  I particularly enjoyed joining 7B and 7D 

on the gorgeous walk around Cape Bridgewater last Friday. 
 

 
 

Involvement of parents at Mercy Regional College 
One of the good things about the start of the school year is that there are a number of events where parents have 

the opportunity to meet new teachers, explore new facilities and engage in conversations about the learning and 

teaching priorities for the College.  In recent weeks, these have included the Commencement Mass and Assembly, 
Year 7 & Middle School Information Nights and the College Swimming Sports.  Mercy Regional College places an 

enormous value on the influence that parents can have on the education of their children; we fundamentally believe 
that teachers and families must work in partnership to achieve the best learning outcomes for young people. 

 
Therefore, I have been and remain committed to involving parents in all aspects of College life and the decisions 

that we take. Three years ago, we undertook a significant relaunch of the College’s PTFA with the result being the 

Mercy Parents’ Consultative Group (PCG) – their role was to provide direct advice to the Principal on major issues 
and developments at the College.  The PCG meets towards the end of each term and we would love to see an 

influx of new members.  Membership of the group is not onerous with the meeting themselves the only time 
commitment needed. 

Our first meeting will be held in the McAuley Campus Board Room on Monday 26th March from 5.00 – 6.00pm. 

 
Student Achievements 

With February almost over, plenty has already happened in extracurricular activities at Mercy: 
 Good luck to our swimmers who will be competing in the HSSSD Swimming next Tuesday.  The Senior boys 

cricket team were very successful earlier this week winning both competitions. 

 Thanks to the large number of students, staff and families who attended our Middle School Information Night 

held on Wednesday night. 
 Congratulations to all students who are currently participating in the various rounds of Lions Youth of the Year 

around our district.  I am sure that each student who is involved in this challenging competition will grow 

through the experience. 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL  

REMINDER TO PARENT(s) / GUARDIAN(s) 
Please advise the school if you have had any changes to the following areas: 

 Address     Phone numbers     Emergency Contacts     Child’s Medical Information 

http://reevesdotravel.com/2014/03/the-petrified-forest-and-blowholes-of-cape-bridgewater/
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From the Assistant Principal – Staff & Students 
Mrs. Claire Wrigley 

 

We welcome back to school Year 10 students after Work Experience 

and Year 7 students after camp at Cape Bridgewater. The students 

have been working productively over the past few weeks and we have 

seen a strong commitment from students to towards their studies. We 

have also seen improvement in the uniform and we thank students 

and parents for their support. 

 

School Photos 

School photos will be held at both Campuses on Thursday the 8th 

March commencing at the McAuley campus before continuing at the 

O’Keeffe campus. MRC will accommodate family photos once 

forms have been submitted. 

Students are expected to be in correct summer uniform, including 

their school jumper. 

 

 

Mobile Phones at school 

The use and securing of mobile phones and other electronic devices is the individual student's 

responsibility. It is not the responsibility of the school to ensure the security of mobile phones brought 

to school by students. Students bring these items at their own risk. Students are strongly encouraged not 

to bring their mobile phones to school. 

 

Students who choose to bring mobile phones generally store them in their school bags or they have the 

option of leaving their phone in the Head of School’s office or at Reception at O’Keeffe Campus or 

requesting a lock for their locker. Phones are not to be used during school hours.  

If students have a phone at school they need to register the phone, this is done by obtaining a form from 

Reception. 

 

As per the mobile phone policy if the College believes investigation is warranted school staff have the 

right to look through a phone in the presence of the student. Parents can access the mobile phone policy 

on PAM homepage under school links. 

 

Should a student be caught using their phone in school hours the following procedure will occur. 

 

Non-compliance with guidelines for student use results in the following procedures: 

1. If a student is found to be in possession of a phone (and has not followed the above procedures), 

then the phone will be confiscated until the end of the school day. This can be collected from the 

office at the end of the day. The student must also present their phone the proceeding day to be 

stored at reception for the day. 

2. If a student commits a second offence, their phone is confiscated until parent contact is made by AP 

or Principal. 

3. If a third offence is committed, parent contact will be made by the Principal or DP and a meeting 

will be scheduled with parents and student. Student may then serve an internal suspension 

concluding at 4:30pm. 

Note: if students use phones at recess or lunchtime, their phone will be confiscated, and same 

sanction enforced (as per points 1 and 2). 
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Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 
Year 10 Work Expereince 

Last week, the majority of Year 10 students undertook work experience. This is a valuable opportunity for students 

to gain an insight into the world of work, whilst investigating possible career pathways. 
 

A snapshot of the variety of work the students undertook during the week 
 

Chloe Davis: My work experience was done at JG King Homes in Ballarat. My week was full of fun and learning. I 
participated in many activities such as admin, design, architecture, drafting and also helping out sign builders. I 

learnt a lot that will come in handy in the future trying to decided what pathway I will take. My most favourite 
activity that I was most interested in was the design part of building a house. Also drawing and sitting and learning 

what architectures do was very interesting. My week was great fun and JG King Homes was such a welcome and 

knowledge place to do work experience. 
 

Ed Payne: For work experience I worked with Tim and Ross MacDonald and Matt Fidge. I did building and 
Plumbing. I worked from 8 in the morning to 5 at night, mainly doing labouring, but I also built and helped put a 

roof on a veranda. My week of work experience gave me a good idea of what the work force is like. 
 

Casey Willis: For my work experience I worked at the Saxon house, AFL Goldfields, in Ballarat. I worked on the 

records and football fixtures throughout the season of 2018, also took a few trips to footy HQ at Mars Stadium and 
worked on the Rebels program. I really enjoyed it, although it wasn’t what I expected. I learnt that there is a lot of 

work behind the scene going into a football and netball season. 
 

Zali Searle: For my work experience I went to Nick Hose Fitness. In my week, I joined in classes and helped out 

with personal training sessions. I learnt a lot about rehabilitation training and physio therapy which I really enjoyed 
joining in on. The only part of my week that I did not enjoy was waking at 5.30am every morning. 

 
Ben Catley: For Work Experience, I chose to go to the Camperdown Kindergarten. My job was to help supervise 

the children and help out the kids when they were struggling. Every day I would walk around the playground 

making sure no one got into any trouble, as well as having to push kids on the swings. 
 

Alysha Kelly: For work experience I went to the Wangoom race track. My week was full of learning and new 
experiences. I had a great time there, they let me do so much with the horses, all the staff were very welcoming 

and I loved it! 
 

Archie McBean: I worked for Murray Lucas building were we put up a house frame in Camperdown. It gave me a 

good glimpse of what the building trade was like and it seems to be pretty fun. 
 

Gemma Harry: For work experience I went to St. John of God hospital in Warrnambool. In my week, I spent my 
first day in the rehab ward and my second day in the day surgery ward. For the last 3 days I went down to Allied 

Health in the hospital and helped out rehab patients in the gym & in their hydrotherapy sessions in the pool. I 

really enjoyed the day surgery unit because it was a lot faster paced and I liked the pool sessions. I learnt a lot 
about rehab patients and what they have to do, which was pretty interesting. 

 
Amy Vogels: For my work experience I went to Bluewater Fitness Centre in Colac. My work experience co-

ordinator person was Ben Waldron, and I stayed with him during the week. I chose to go to this place because I 
am interested in the area of fitness once I finish school. I was in the gym, helping with exercise classes and 

occasionally doing my own workout, the crèche area helping look after the kids and in the pool, teaching 

swimming lessons and lifeguarding. I also spent a lot of time in customer service. I absolutely loved it, and would 
go back there, although I do think we need another week, because once I really got the feel for what was going 

on, it was Friday. One thing that I liked was the early (5.30AM) starts, which is surprising because I’m not a 
morning person. 

 

Molly Jenkins: For my work experience I went to St Patricks School. It was good because I got to help the kids 
and see my old teachers. 

 
Angus Hawkes: I had a lot of variety in my work experience. I did plumbing excavation, operated machinery, 

washed machinery, laid concrete and laid pipe for a trough. 
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Jada Kenna 

 

 
Angus Tudgey 

 

 
Krystal and Laura 

 

 
Mollie Jenkins 
 

 
Noah Brumby 
 

 
Shaye Herron 

 

 
Nick Catley 
 

 
Jess Wade 
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TERM 1, 2018 
 

 
Wednesday 28th February 

HSSSD Swimming 
 

Friday 2nd March 
Presentation Ball 

 
Thursday 8th March 

School Photos 
 

Monday 12th March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 
Monday 19th March 

Year 10 Immunisation 
 

Tuesday 20th March 
MRC Athletics Carnival 

MRC Board AGM Meeting 
 

Wed 21st - Fri 23rd March 
Year 8 Princetown Camp 

 
Friday 23rd March 
GWR Swimming 

 
Saturday 24th March 

Cambodia Immersion Trip Departs 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday 27th March 

HSSSD Athletics 
 

Thursday 29th March 
Holy Thursday 

Term 1 Concludes @ 2:15pm 
 

Friday 30th March 
Good Friday 

 
Sunday 1st April 
Easter Sunday 

 
Thursday 5th April 

Cambodia Immersion Trip returns 
 
 

TERM 2 
Monday 16th April 

Term 2 Commences 
 

Wednesday 25th April 
Anzac Day Holiday 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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