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ISSUE 1-4         Thursday, 22nd March, 2018 
 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 

the Mercy tradition. 
 

Our Mission 
In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 

justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 
 

Our Focus for 2018 
“Through the Mercy tradition we welcome and celebrate individual difference”. 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 

The past six days have been both devastating and profoundly redeeming for the Mercy Regional College 
community, with the weekend’s catastrophic grass and bush-fires scourging the townships of Terang, 

Camperdown, Elingamite, Garvoc and Cobden amongst many.  Yet amongst the smoke, ashes and tears, the 
common refrain heard has been, “we can always rebuild, we’ve only lost buildings and possessions, not the lives of 

loved ones”. 
 

Despite the devastation, the spirit that has imbued the College this week has been redemption, a sense of hope for 

those directly affected and for all in our community.  We have seen our core school values – care, community, 
inclusiveness, learning, excellence and achievement, and justice and mercy – lived out through our staff, students, 

families and broader Mercy community each hour and day of this week. 
 

On the eve of Holy Week, I have been reflecting on the way these 

contrasting themes parallel the themes of Easter – crucifixion and 
resurrection.  I have no doubt that the passage of Holy Week and the 

Easter Triduum this year will have particular resonance for me and for 
everyone in our local communities. 

 

There is a famous and beautiful saying from Catherine McAuley, 

foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, that summarises the actions of all: 
 

“There are things that the poor and dispirited prize more 
highly than gold, though they cost the donor nothing; among 
these are the kind word, the gentle, compassionate look, and 
the patient hearing of their sorrows”. 

 

Thanks to everyone for the enormous support you have already offered those affected in our community: The 

Christian and Mercy tradition of hospitality has been exemplified in the overwhelming donations of food, toiletries, 

clothes, vouchers, accommodation as well as direct assistance for those cleaning up burnt and destroyed 
properties. 
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Donations and Fundraising 

We plan to distribute the large amounts of goods and vouchers that we have already received (and will continue to 

receive) as follows: 
 

 We are hoping to prepare four large baskets of goods and vouchers for the families in our school 

community who lost everything; and 
 

 We will look to directly assist a number of other families whose farms were also significantly affected but 

managed to save their family home. 
 

The remainder of the food and toiletries that we receive will be donated to the broader community and distributed 

by the local agencies across the district.  The College has taken the decision that monies raised this year through 
Project Compassion will be donated to support families across our district together with other fundraising 

specifically occurring over the next couple of weeks. 
 

We have also received some generous financial contributions from other Victoria Mercy colleges and local 
businesses to support our families who have lost their homes, possessions, livestock and/or farm infrastructure.  I 

will be putting together a small committee entrusted with the distribution of these funds on behalf of the College 

Board. 
 

Anyone who would like to contribute to this fund is encouraged to contact the College Business Manager, Mrs. 

Jude Murfitt at the College or jmurfitt@mercy.vic.edu.au 

 
Practical considerations 

 We will continue to monitor the emotional and psychological health and wellbeing of our school community 

with individual and small group counselling available over the next few weeks and then regularly for the 
rest of this year.  Families are encouraged to make contact with our Wellbeing Coordinator, Mrs. Emily 

Stephens, at the College on 5593 2011 to access this support. 

 Thanks to all families for your patience in respect of the many bus cancellations at the start of the week.  

We expect the current arrangements to be in place next week but will communicate with families if these 
change. 

 Through the Catholic Education Office, we will be following up with the relevant authorities some concerns 

regarding the communications and procedures underlying the cancellation or otherwise of government bus 
routes. 

 It is important that students and families don’t become concerned about outstanding deadlines with 

respect to homework and assessment tasks, especially if these were set before the fire events.  Teachers 
will be working closely with students to ensure that the workload is manageable as we move towards the 

upcoming holidays. 

 We will also be working closely with those who were more directly affected by the fires and may have lost 

work completely to ensure that this is remediated. 
 This week, we have worked very closely with our HCSN colleagues at St Patrick’s PS, St Thomas’ PS and St 

Colman’s PS as well as enjoying significant support from the staff and leadership of the Catholic Education 

Office Ballarat.  I want to thank everyone in those organisations most sincerely. 
 

Finally 

This afternoon, I hope to join my family on our postponed holiday north. I am confident that the remaining few 
days leading up to the holidays will go well for all here at Mercy. 

 
I wish everyone in this very special Mercy Regional College community all the very best as you start to recover 

physically, emotionally and practically from the traumas of the weekend and pray that the hope integral to the 

message of Easter touches you and those you love. 
 

God bless, 
 

 
Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 

mailto:jmurfitt@mercy.vic.edu.au


 3 

From the Acting Principal 
Mrs. Berni Sinnott 
 

Changes of Dates 

As many of you would already be aware, this week has resulted in several calendar changes. The two most 

significate being: 

 * House Athletics – moving from Tuesday 20th March to Tuesday 27th March 

 * Year 8 Princetown Camp – moving from 21st, 22nd and 23rd March to Term 2, week 1 Tuesday 17th April 

through to Thursday 19th April. These changes have been noted on the school calendar and we once again thank 

you for your understanding of the need for these changes. 

Classes will run as per normal for Year 8 students on Friday 20th April. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews  

With the release of College interim reports at the beginning of term two, students and parents are encouraged to 

attend our first set of Parent Teacher Interviews which are being held on Tuesday 24th April from 11.00am – 

7.00pm in the Middle School Building, McAuley Campus, Camperdown.  The time and date reflects our desire to 

move PTI’s away from the holidays to allow more students and parents to attend. To facilitate the daytime session 

of interviews, Tuesday 24th April is a “class-free” day.  This is to enable students and parents to attend interviews 

together. Interim reports will be released online and available to parents through the Parent Access Module (PAM) 

on Monday 16th April at 3:00pm. As per previous years, Interim reports will not be printed. Bookings can be made 

through PAM from 3:00pm on Monday 16th April and will close at 8:00am on the morning of the interviews. 

If you are experiencing issues logging in to PAM, please contact the College Reception on 5593 2011. 

 

Parents’ Consultative Group 

Over the last four years, we have been privileged to work with a group of parents from across our region in the 

Mercy Parents Consultative Group. This group comes together once a term to provide advice to the Principal on 

issues currently under discussion in school, to offer suggestions on areas of improvement and to continue to build 

the fundamental partnership between parents, families and school. 

 

Our first meeting for 2018 was to be held on Monday 27th March. Due to the current situation and the priorities of 

our families, the meeting will be re-scheduled to early Term 2. The group is open to any Mercy parents and we 

would love to see a number of parents representing students new to Mercy join us. 

Please contact the College for further details. 

 

Mercy Regional College Open Day – Wednesday 9th May 

Last year, staff spent considerable time reviewing and then implementing the format of our revised annual College 

Open Day as well as the publicity and publications used to promote the event and enrolment at the College more 

broadly. The Open day was considered successful and I once again encourage all parents, families and prospective 

MRC students to join us at the O’Keeffe Campus, Noorat on Wednesday 9th May from 3.30 – 7.30 pm (TBC). 

Two short information sessions for parents will be held throughout the evening. 
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Changes to our Open Day included:  

* Student-centred displays exploring each subject domain plus a range of other activities available through the 

College.  Displays include Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Health and PE, 

Languages, Technology – Food and Materials, Visual and Performing Arts, Outdoor Education, MRC MacBook 

program, Student Wellbeing. 

* New hospitality and registration area 

* Student and parent enrolment showbags 

* New advertising, billboards and College prospectuses. 

Discussions have stemmed from 2017 debriefs and planning is well underway to continue to improve the 

showcasing of Mercy Regional College 

 

Staff and Student Activities  

Amongst the activities that have given life to the College in recent weeks are: 

 * Unit 1 Outdoor Education Surf Camp to Torque.  

 * Great Western Region Golf in Colac 

 * Great Western Region Swimming in Ballarat 

* Several Essendon AFL footballers visited both McAuley and O’Keeffe campuses as part of their pre-

season community camp program. 

 

 

 
 

Mercy Regional College students collecting donations of food to be given to families affected by the fires. 

 



 5 

Senior School Matters: 
Mrs. Lesa Thornton 

 
It has been an extremely busy term for our senior students and generally things are progressing quite 
well with most students maintaining a balance of school, work and social life. 
 

 It is very important that the lines of communication are utilised at this level. 
At senior school, we are accountable to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and 
must adhere to their policies and timeframes. 
We understand that students will become ill and require time away from school however we ask 
that you please contact the school and follow this up with a doctor’s certificate.  
This process allows us to provide evidence to VCAA if questions arise concerning a student’s ability 
to complete outcomes to a satisfactory standard. 
This is also important if family holidays are to occur during class time as again classes must continue 
and outcomes completed. 

 
If a student is absent from class for an outcome/SAC and another time cannot be found during the 
school day, provision is made on Wednesday afternoon AFTER SCHOOL for students to complete these 
tasks. 

 Over the school year we will provide opportunities during the term where students at yr. 11 and 
12 level may spend time together. Our first activity of this kind involved a house volley ball 
competition which was more a social occasion however it was decided to have a yr. level 
“playoff’. In our first competition for the year Yr. 11 girls and Yr.11 boys’ teams were successful 
over Yr. 12 girls and Yr. 12 boy’s teams. 

 A reminder to our parents of our senior students that the school library is open EVERY afternoon 
till 4:30pm and this is a wonderful resource where students can come to complete homework, 
study for SACs or catch up with staff if organised. We often see this utilised most in term 3 and 4 
however I wish to draw your attention to this facility. 

 A reminder that early term 2 parent /teacher/student interviews take a place and this is an ideal 
time for parents and teachers to discuss how senior students are progressing. I would like to 
encourage senior students to attend as these discussions involve their future hopes and plans 
and can be of great value. 

 On Thursday March 29, our Yr. 12 students will be part of the annual Tertiary Information session 
held in the de Chantal stadium. This is an opportunity for senior students from our local 
secondary schools to hear from universities, TAFE and private educational providers about study 
and GAP year options for 2019. We are sure our students will gain valuable information on this 
day. 

 With the recent bushfires causing devastation and distress to members of our community I 
would like to thank Yr.12 students who unanimously decided that all fundraising efforts this term 
would be given to the MRC Bushfire Appeal. (These fundraising efforts would usually go toward 
their fund for graduation in November)  

 
Regards, 
Senior School Team 
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Year 7 Parent Morning Tea 
 

I would like to extend an invitation to Year 7 Parents to a morning tea to be held on the 28th March at 

10:00am in the O’Keeffe Campus library. It will be a good opportunity to catch up and reflect on the start 

of the year for our Year 7 students and parents. Throughout this time, we will also run a short 

presentation on “Food for Thought” which will outline the warning signs and impacts of disordered 

eating. The morning tea session will conclude before our “World’s Greatest Shave” event at 11am where 

we have had Oscar Coolahan raising money for the cancer research and support for victims of cancer. 

 

So, I look forward to seeing you in attendance. We will need to know for catering purposes if you will be 

in attendance. If you could ring the school on 5592 5353 to confirm your spot by Monday 26th March that 

would be appreciated. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Mr. Ben Brisbane 

Head of O’Keeffe Campus 
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TERM 1 

Saturday 24th March 
Cambodia Immersion Trip 

Departs 
 

Tuesday 27th March 
HSSSD Athletics 

 
Thursday 29th March 

Term 1 Concludes 
@ 2:15pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Friday 30th March 
Good Friday 

 
Sunday 1st April 
Easter Sunday 

 
Thursday 5th April 

Cambodia Immersion Trip 
returns 

 
 
 
 
 

 

TERM 2 
Monday 16th April 

Term 2 Commences 
 

Wednesday 25th April 
Anzac Day 

 
Wednesday 9th May 

Open Day 
 

Friday 11th May 
MRC Cross Country 

 
 

 

 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP NOTICE 
 

In preparation for the commencement of Term 2, the uniform 
shop will be open on: 

 

Thursday 12th April 
from 3:00pm – 5:40pm 

 
Parents will be able to purchase winter uniform items  

that your child may require for next term. 
 

Regards 

Nicola Fletcher 
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Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
 

Other great opportunities coming up during April: 
Check out the list of April Career Events attached. 
 
Tertiary Information Service (TIS) Information Evening for Parents & Students: 
Deakin University – Wednesday 28th March: See attached Flyer. 
 
Don’t forget to check out the Weekly Careers News: 
Mercy Homepage > Co-curricular > Careers > Mercy Careers – careers.mercy.vic.edu.au. 
 
Once inside the website, to access the Weekly Career News go to: 
 
Important Info. (top of the page) > Careers Newsletter > Career News 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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