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ISSUE 2-5         Monday, 25th June, 2018 
 

Our Vision 

Mercy Regional College serves a wide rural community which values growth and diversity in Catholic Education in 
the Mercy tradition. 

 

Our Mission 

In the Spirit of the Gospels we commit ourselves to the core values of community, inclusiveness, learning, care, 
justice and mercy, excellence and achievement. 

 

Our Focus for 2018 

“Through the Mercy tradition we welcome and celebrate individual difference”. 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Across Australia this week, we celebrate Refugee Week and recognise the enormous contributions that refugees, 

asylum seekers and immigrants more broadly have given to our nation.  As the proud child of a Dutch immigrant 
family, I understand the incredible courage that it takes to leave one’s family, village and culture to seek a better 

and safer life.  We should also remember that Jesus was himself a refugee and asylum seeker, forced to flee to 

Egypt to avoid King Herod’s pogrom on Jewish first-born boys as described in the Gospel of Matthew. 
 

One of the most regrettable movements in recent years has been the demonization of refugees and asylum 
seekers across the Western world; and especially here in Australia, in the US and across Europe.  Those seeking 

safety for themselves and their children are forced to spend years and decades in vast, inhuman camps in the 
border regions of countries least able to accommodate them. 

 

My prayer today is one that remembers those seeking asylum and refugee status: 
 

Lord God, no one is a stranger to you and no one is ever far from your loving care.  
In your kindness, watch over refugees and victims of war,  
those separated from their loved ones, young people who are lost,  
and those who have left home or who have run away from home. 
Bring them back safely to the place where they belong to and help us always 
to show your kindness to strangers and to all in need. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
End of Term Arrangements 

This Friday 29th June sees the completion of second term with the school day finishing at 2.05pm.  Classes will 
resume in third term on Monday 16th July. 

 
Advance warning to all parents that the College will be closed on Thursday 2nd August for an RE professional 

development day for all staff at Trinity College, Colac. 

 
2019 Enrolment Planning 

With the start of third term almost here, planning for next year is underway and given the size of Mercy, forward 
planning needs to be comprehensive, considered and completed in a timely fashion. 

 

2019 enrolment applications are due this Friday 29th June into the College with a $100 deposit.  Early next term, 
on Monday 30th and Tuesday 31st July the second stage in the College enrolment processes occurs for incoming 2018 

Year 7 students with enrolment interviews to be held at McAuley Campus (Monday evening) and O’Keeffe Campus 
(Tuesday evening) from 3.30 – 6.00pm.   

 
These enrolment interviews provide both the College and prospective students and parents to meet, discuss transition 

arrangements, identify and discuss any areas of concern and provide an invaluable opportunity for prospective 

students to reflect on what the transition to secondary education might entail. Any students or families that are 
considering an enrolment at Mercy are asked to make contact with the Principal’s Secretary, Mrs. Sue Bohm at the 

College on 5593 2011 or sue@mercy.vic.edu.au 

https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
mailto:sue@mercy.vic.edu.au
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Resilience Project 

Following my article is a flyer advertising the evening session for parents and the broader community on this 
important initiative.  The Resilience Project is running across Mercy Regional College and St Patrick’s PS and includes 

activities in class for all students plus presentations to staff, parents and families.  This final session will be held at 
the Five Star Function Centre, Camperdown on Tuesday 21st August starting at 7.00pm. 

 

Trial Evacuation 
As part of our routine Emergency Management planning, we will be running a trial evacuation across both campuses 

this Friday morning.  We are also hoping to undertake a trial lockdown in the first week back next term. 
 

Response to the St Patrick’s Day Fires 
The College has received significant donations of vouchers, gift cards and money and has distributed of those 

across families in need.  I urge any families who are struggling with shortages of anything or with school fees to 

please contact myself or Mrs. Jude Murfitt at the College.  Alternatively, if you know of a family who needs 
assistance please contact us and we will endeavour to support them. 

 
Letter from Bishop Paul Bird 

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of a letter from Bishop Paul Bird below about how our diocese is responding 

to the Royal Commission recommendations.  Early in Term 3, the Catholic Education Office Ballarat will provide 
guidelines around how Catholic education in our diocese might contribute to a whole of community response to the 

Royal Commission recommendations. 
 

Staff and Student Activities 
As the College community approaches the end of term, a number of important extra-curricular activities have been 

underway: 

 This Thursday, a number of students and staff will brave discomfort and the cold sleeping in the College 

Stadium as part of the SVDP Winter Sleepout.  I urge all families to consider supporting this activity and the 
associated SVDP Winter Appeal by purchasing socks that will be distributed by St Vinnies. 

 Last Wednesday, a group of senior students led by Mrs Jo Williams organised and served the Camperdown 

Community lunch; an endeavour which is always warmly welcomed by those who attend. 

 Winter sports have continued with senior boys soccer as well as senior and intermediate girls and boys 
basketball competitions. 

 Last Wednesday, College staff enjoyed a social evening at the Noorat Gun Club and Noorat Hotel.  The 

evening came as a result of a generous donation from the staff of a Melbourne Catholic secondary school who 

wanted to give our staff some ‘downtime’ following the challenges of the term and March’s fires. 
 

Hoping all students, parents and families who are having a break over the upcoming school holidays enjoy 
themselves. 

 
 

Yours in Mercy, 

 
DR. DARREN EGBERTS 
PRINCIPAL 
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Reports Update 
 

This semester reports will not be printed, and can be accessed via Parent Access Module (PAM). If you 

have trouble accessing PAM please contact reception for assistance. Paper copies of reports will be 

provided on request. 

 

The main aim of assessment is to provide evidence of learning and student progress.  Teachers use a 

range of methods to track progress, target teach and improve learning outcomes for students.  Good 

assessment allows for opportunities to practise skills, identify potential learning obstacles and strengths, 

and move forward.  Teachers aim to provide regular feedback to students.  Students are then encouraged 

to reflect on how well they met task criteria (or standard, goal, learning intention, etc.).  Teachers and students 

will work together on strategies for improvement. 

 

 

Reporting on student achievement and progress at Mercy occurs in a variety of ways: 

 Parent/student/teacher interviews (twice a year) 

 Interim reports each semester 

 Summary semester reports 

 Ongoing reporting via PAM 

 Other communication, such as phone calls and emails 

 

 

This semester, reports will include a description of the subject/unit, outcomes and progression (Years 7-

10), as well as work practices for learning, self-management and social interaction.  Reports will no 

longer include a paragraph on future learning.  Teachers now report on assessment and future learning 

online, in an ongoing manner.  You are encouraged to view these comments regularly, and discuss them 

with your child.   

 

During the process of transition to this new reporting style, there will be a mix of assessment results for 

VCE subjects, including letter grades and raw scores.  The focus should be on the comments and 

feedback, rather than the grade. 

 

Regardless of what year level your child is in, assessment provides information about being ‘at standard’.  

This is standard is measured at ‘Proficient’ for Years 7-10 and around a ‘C’ or ‘Medium’ at VCE.  Again, 

the real conversations should be about effort and progress. 

 

We always welcome conversations regarding your child’s progress. 
 

Tania Bruckner  Kristie Jensen 

Director   Director 

Professional Practice  Student Learning 
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Career News 
Mrs. Jenny Phillips 
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TERM 2 
 

Thursday 28th June 
Mercy Winter Sleepout 

 
Friday 29th June 

Term 2 concludes (2.05pm) 
 
 

TERM 3 
Monday 16th July 

Term 3 commences for Staff & Students 
 

Tuesday 17th July 
GWR Netball: Middle & Senior Girls 

 
Wednesday 18th July 

GWR Netball: Junior Girls 
 

Tuesday 24th – 27th July 
Unit 2 Outdoor Education Snow Camp 

 
Friday 28th July 

Archie Fusillo – visiting author to O’Keeffe Campus 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Enrolment Applications 
 
 
 

The closing date to submit Year 7, 2019 
enrolment applications: 

 

Friday 29th June, 2018 
 

If you require further information about enrolling your child at 
Mercy Regional College 

please contact Mrs. Sue Bohm at the office. 
 

Phone:  5593 2011 

Email:  office@mercy.vic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@mercy.vic.edu.au
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FOR SALE 
 

Student gas-lift swivel chairs with adjustable height to suit individuals. 
Grey plastic seat and back with black steel frame. 

Glides on base, not castors. 
 

$5:00 each 
Large quantity available, first in, first served. 

 

Contact Danny Gordon 
Phone or text 0409 330 094 

or 
Email: dgordon@mercy.vic.edu.au 

Pick-up from Monday 9th July, 2018. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:dgordon@mercy.vic.edu.au
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
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